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      I toss my wrench in my toolbox and wipe my brow. I might not have the most glamorous job in the world, but it pays the bills.

      Can't say I always said I dreamed of being a plumber when I grew up, but as a kid from the streets, I'm lucky I was able to make anything of my life. It would have been too easy for me to fall into the drug trap, but I got lucky when my foster parents adopted me.

      Yeah, I know most foster kids don't get the luck I do, but I'm grateful every day for Cindy and Bob. They were kind old souls. They're gone now, but Bob was a good old guy. They always made sure I was fed and respected my feelings. They never pushed themselves on me, and Bob made sure he gave me some skills to survive in this world.

      Hell, he even went a step further by leaving me his business when he died. My name might not be Bob, but I can't find it in me to change the name of my foster dad's business, so I still operate as Bob's Plumbing.

      "You want another cookie, dear?"

      I smile at Mrs. Molly. The widow has me over all the time doing all kinds of odd jobs for her in addition to handling her plumbing issues. I don't know why I can't get her to understand that she would save so much more money if she'd let me just redo her system instead of constantly coming over here and fixing it for her.

      But then I finally realized that I think she wanted a reason to have to call me over to do some work for her. The poor old lady is lonely, and I know how that feels, don't I?

      I've been lonely my entire life.

      But she hasn't. She had her husband of fifty years, and when he died on her, she was left all alone.

      So that's why I no longer try to talk her into upgrading anything. I just make sure I'm always a phone call away when her system shits out on her and she needs it fixed.

      And I let her partially pay me in cookies.

      It makes her happy, and I have to admit the woman makes a mean cookie.

      I pat my abs. "They're good, Mrs. Molly, but you've already fed me a half dozen already."

      She grins her snaggle-toothed grin. "A hardworking young fellow like you works up an appetite, though. Don't tell me you're watching your figure," she snorts.

      I grin back at her. No, I have no need to watch my figure. I unashamedly eat like a horse, but I work out all the time when I'm not at work for lack of anything else to do, so I'm shredded.

      That's why I sigh and accept yet another cookie from my most consistent client.

      She chuckles and watches me like a proud grandmother as I scarf down the sugary morsel.

      As I finish off my last cookie, Mrs. Molly stands up from her armchair, her eyes cutting over to me in supplication. "I have a favor to ask of you, dear."

      I raise an eyebrow, intrigued. "Sure, thing, Mrs. Molly. You know I'll always do what I can for you. What kind of favor?"

      She shuffles over to her mantelpiece and picks up a small photo frame.

      I cock my head to the side as she ambles back over to me and hands me the frame. I look down.

      And my entire fucking world comes screeching to a halt.

      Inside is a photograph of a beautiful young woman smiling at the camera.

      Fuck, she's young with perfect skin and bright blue eyes that shine like the morning sun. Her hair is golden and glinting in the sunlight. She's like a fucking ray of sunshine herself.

      And I'm shocked when I feel my cock stir in my pants in response to just looking at her face.

      "This is my granddaughter, Mandy. She just turned nineteen. She sent me this most recent photo this week. She lives across the country in California. I haven't seen her in years. I was wondering...could you fix my phone so I can Skype or Facetime or whatever you youngsters call it nowadays with her?"

      "Mandy," I repeat, feeling the weight of her name on my tongue. It's a soft name, a name that sounds like it belongs to someone gentle and kind-hearted.

      My mind is whirling as I try to come up with a response. I barely even know this woman, and yet looking at her photograph, I feel like I'm staring at someone I've known my entire life.

      I can't believe my reaction to just a picture of her. I feel like a horny teenager who's never seen a pretty girl before. But I can't help the way my body is responding to her. I have to meet her, have to see her in person, have to find out what she smells like, what her voice sounds like, and if she tastes as sweet as the cookies her grandmother makes.

      I move as if in a daze as I show Mrs. Molly how to use the Facetime feature on her iPhone. I'm hoping she'll call her granddaughter now so I can at least hear her voice, but no such luck.

      Fuck.

      But, fortunately, Mrs. Molly wasn't kidding when she said she knew next to nothing about cell phones and technology. That's why she never realized what I was doing when I forwarded a picture of Mandy and all her contact information to my own phone.

      Call me a bastard, but I don't care.

      I don't know what this is, but I have to find out more about this girl.

      As I walk back to my truck, I can't shake the feeling that something is different. It's like a switch has been flipped inside of me, and I can't ignore the way my heart is pounding in my chest.

      I've never been one for love at first sight or any of that mushy stuff, but looking at Mandy's photo, I feel like I'm seeing everything with a new set of eyes.

      When I get home, I look up everything I can find out about her online. I stalk her social media profiles and stroke my cock to every picture of her face I can find.

      And when I finally stumble across one of her in a little pink bikini standing on the beach with the sun setting behind her, I nut all over myself.

      Jesus, I'm a sick puppy.

      But I don't give a fuck because there's one thing I now know for certain, and it's that Mandy is mine.

      I don't know how I'm going to make this happen, but it has to happen.

      Don't worry, Mandy, baby. Daddy's coming for you.
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