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Although I have divided the chapters “In Christ” as His Church, Bride and Body these three terms all relate to our relationship to Christ “In Christ”. The Church is all about communion with Christ and the relationships with each other. Unity in the Body as we will see in the next few chapters are so important to God, He compares it to a Bride and her Groom in marriage. At other times this relationship is so real it is revealed to us as His own Body.

The word “church” in the New Testament comes from the Greek word, ekklesia which means, “to call out or called out ones”. Jesus is the one who is “calling out” and the Holy Spirit is doing the work related to that calling.

Matthew 16:18

18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

All who have called upon the name of the Lord Jesus for salvation have been baptized through His Spirit and are now a part of His Body the Church. But what exactly is the Church that Jesus spoke of and it’s deeper meaning in keeping with our study of being “In Christ”. We are going to examine the very foundation for what Jesus intended for His Church to be and what that looks like to us in this present day in which we live.

For those of us living “In Christ” we are the true ekklesia or “called out ones”. However, a meaning that is sometimes overlooked can bring a new light to what Jesus was saying.  Jesus never came to establish religion but rather His Kingdom. The word ecclesia also spelt this way can mean: to be called out ones under authority or rule. This is a political term and not a religious one as is commonly held to mean assembly. 

Assembly is the meaning that the Church has held to for years. This other meaning has tremendous implications to what Jesus was saying when he told Pilate He was indeed a King, but His Kingdom was not of this world. Combining both meanings gives us a more exact picture we are an Assembly under God’s Rule.

––––––––
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LET OUR STUDY BEGIN:

Ephesians 5:23

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.

When we read that we are the head of our wife just as Christ is the head of the Church His Bride what kind of thoughts of headship come to mind in this context?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

When God looks at a married couple He sees them as one flesh. When one hurts the other, they are actually hurting themselves. When we judge or slam the Church as a whole because we think they have not lived up to our expectations are we not hurting ourselves the Bride of Christ? How do you think God feels about that?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

2 Corinthians 11:2

For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

These are words we might hear from the father of the bride that would be concerned to present his daughter chaste and pure to her new husband. Paul has taken that stance feeling somewhat obligated to present the church to Christ. What is our part in presenting ourselves to Christ pure and holy?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

What is God’s part in presenting us to Christ pure and holy?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

1 Corinthians 6:15

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!

Once again, we see an admonishment here as Paul takes the stance of a father presenting his daughter to her new husband. He is reminding her that her body is now one with her husbands; in this case ours with Christ. 

Oil and water do not mix neither do Holiness with ungodliness mix. 

In your opinion are we as Christ’s Bride staying true to Him in all our ways or are there some things we could come into alignment with towards more of what God would expect from us?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

In keeping with the context of the day for those that were now becoming Christians Paul was seeing that they were also still keeping company with prostitutes and they saw nothing wrong with that. Paul was exhorting with words instructing them that it is no longer a practice you can keep as a Christian.

1 Corinthians 6:16-17

16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.”

17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

The exhortation for us of course is that sexual immorality in any of its forms is not a part of who we are now “In Christ”. We are one now with Christ and except for marriage in its truest form it is not permissible that we be joined to another.

In married love our bodies do not just belong to ourselves but to the other as well.

Ephesians 5:25-29

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

28 So husband’s ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.

Our marital relationship is the closest reflection we have to Christ and His Bride the Church. Do you see now with a new understanding why God insists on purity? How would you feel if your spouse were unfaithful or sexually immoral?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

1 Corinthians 6:19

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 

As a child I was a coin collector, which was a family tradition that was handed down to me from my grandfather who was a coin collector. My grandfather was a great inspiration to me, and he taught me about this wonderful hobby I adopted as my own. 

I would let my friends look and marvel at my coins, but they could never handle them, as I was pretty particular about fingerprints left on my precious coins. This is exactly what Paul is saying about us in regard to whom we belong to now.

We belong to God, and we are not our own anymore. God does not want His precious children (us) to be marred by sin and the pollution of this world. The world and sin leave their fingerprints on us and that is not acceptable because we are very valuable to God.

In light of my coin story how do you see the whole sin issue now knowing it is God not wanting you marred by sin and the world? How does this differ from God just giving a list of things we can’t do anymore?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

Ephesians 5:26

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,

Just like my precious coins I would polish them up with a piece of cheesecloth to allow them to shine for my friends to marvel at. God is washing and cleansing us to allow for His Glory to come through His precious Church. 

How do you feel knowing we are God’s precious Church and He wants to show us off allowing His Glory to come through us?

(Please record your answer in your journal or your notebook please)

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish

Suppose you were handed down coins that were valued at thousands of dollars. Now a family member or friend takes those coins out of their protective covering to show their friends without your permission. They fully intended to bring them back and they tell you they didn’t ask because they knew you would have said no. What kind of feelings would you initially feel over such an issue when you found out this happened and about a dozen of your most precious coins were missing?

EXERCISE TIME:

Colossians 3:1-4

3 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things, which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

Take a few minutes and examine the proceeding verse. God put us into Christ so whatever happened to Christ from the crucifixion on has  also happened to us. Share with the group what it means to you in context of this verse to be:

Raised, With, Seated, Set, Hidden and Life. Share with the group your thoughts from the perspective of your life now being “In Christ”.

SUMMARY:

I once had a dream of an orphan boy looking through the window on Christmas Eve at a family around the Turkey Dinner and all the fixings. They were all laughing and loving each other. Then a young boy from the family catches the orphan looking into the window and runs out to invite him in. We have more than enough come and join us please eat until your stomach is full and laugh with us and even sleep by our warm fire. 

When the Church is insecure about
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