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Welcome to the second volume of our PoArtMo Anthology!

As always, I am honored to have worked with David on the selection of the pieces that make up this wonderful second volume—what I now like to call Auroras & Blossoms’s flagship publication. As an artist and human being, it is one of the pleasures of my life to promote written and visual art that is both unique and comes from an incredible variety of voices. 

Thank you for purchasing your copy The PoArtMo Anthology: 2021 Edition. I cannot wait to read your reviews!
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Winnipeg, Canada, October 2021

Cendrine Marrouat - Co-founder Auroras & Blossoms / PoArtMo

A very warm welcome to you all, as we celebrate Volume 2 of the PoArtMo experience.

What an incredible milestone, with such a diverse range of artists to savour, admire and appreciate! It is both humbling and exhilarating to be in the company of talented individuals, sharing memorable imagery and delightful verse to uplift our spirits.

This is truly a wonderful moment for everyone involved in this project where you all get to be part of something really special. When creating a movement like PoArtMo, there is nothing more uplifting and heart-warming than being able to build foundations where we get to encourage people on a regular basis.

Thank you Cendrine for helping us to make history and for making this all possible. The  journey may have been long but it is infinitely rewarding and enriching for all those involved, myself included.

Happy reading, everyone!

––––––––
[image: ]


Tunbridge Wells, Kent, UK, October 2021

David Ellis – Co-founder Auroras & Blossoms / PoArtMo
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“The Race” - Kathryn Sadakierski
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Every lap has been run

As you jog along the track, 

Believing that in the dust,

You’ve been left in the past.
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Every breath gallops with your heart;

No matter how fast you run, 

You’re always behind the marathon,

Beyond the place you want to be

In the laurels 

Of victory,

In a place 

For all to see.
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In this challenge,

You seek grace;

But even when you grow tired,

Patience thoroughly tried,

You can still outlast time,

Because you have a voice that insists

That there are more miles to go,

And soon, you will win,

If you don’t admit defeat.

So you lace your shoes tighter

And persist.
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“Peace Lies Curled” - KB Ballentine
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The cherry trees intruded on

my gloom today. A week of rain 

and last night’s quick frost 

left me stooped and crouched 

in clouds of gray.
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But this morning’s air stunned us,

a chilly nip with the rising,

rioting sun. Bluebirds hush

as we listen to the hum of pink

budding into flowers.
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“Goodbye Winter” - Lisa Marie Lopez
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Under a songbird sky, she awakens.
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“Psalm 133 (Translated to Iambic Pentameter)” - Mike Todd
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Behold, how good and pleasant life may be

When brothers dwell in unity as one.

Like precious ointment on the head, it spreads

Down to the beard and collar of the shirt,

Like dew descending down from Hermon's heights,

For there God blesses: life forevermore.
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