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An earlier version of Hatfield & McCoy received its world premiere on September 16, 2006 at The House Theatre of Chicago. It was directed with fight choreography by Matt Hawkins. Assistant director and Choreography by Tommy Rapley. Set design was by Tom Burch. Lighting design by Lee Keenan. Sound design by Michael Griggs. Costume design by Alison Siple. Music direction by Kevin O’Donnell. The production was stage managed by Mike Ooi.
 
The cast for opening night was as follows: 
 
DEVIL ANSE HATFIELD: Nathan Allen
LEVICY HATFIELD: Marika Mashburn
JIM VANCE: Michael E. Smith
BAD LIAS HATFIELD: Cliff Chamberlain
JOHNSE HATFIELD: Erik Hellman
TENNIS HATFIELD: Michael Spatafora
EZEKIEL HATFIELD: Tom Mackey
BROWNIE HATFIELD: Maria McCullough
 
OL RANL MCCOY: Kurt Ehrmann
SARAH MCCOY: Stacy Stoltz
HARMON MCCOY: Shawn Pfautsch
SAM MCCOY: Stephen Taylor
ROSE ANNA MCCOY: Sara Hoyer
TOLBERT MCCOY: Geoff Button
PHARMER MCCOY: Mike Salinas
BUD MCCOY: Ben Lobpries
CALVIN MCCOY: Joey Steakley
ALIFAIR MCCOY: Paige Hoffman
 
BILL STATON: Brian Frederick
MARSHAL FRANK PHILLIPS: Dennis Watkins
 
This version of Hatfield & McCoy received its world premiere on January 19, 2018 at The House Theatre of Chicago. It was directed with fight choreography by Matt Hawkins. Assistant director was Madison Smith. Casting Direction by Marika Mashburn. Scenic & Lighting designer was Lee Keenan. Costume design was by Emily McConnel. Sound Designer was Grover Hollway. Choreography was by Katherine Scott. Music Direction and Orchestration was by Matthew Muñiz. The production was stage managed by Laura Batson. 
 
The cast for opening night was as follows: 
 
DEVIL ANSE HATFIELD: Robert D. Hardaway
LEVICY HATFIELD: Marika Mashburn
JIM VANCE: Michael E. Smith
BAD LIAS HATFIELD: Jeff Mills
JOHNSE HATFIELD: Kyle Whalen
VICTORY HATFIELD: Jenni M. Hadley
ELLIE HATFIELD: Tia Pinson
GRACE HATFIELD: Ann Delaney
 
OL RANL MCCOY: Anish Jethmalani
SARAH MCCOY: Stacy Stoltz
HARMON MCCOY: Cody Proctor
SAM MCCOY: Bradley Grant Smith
ROSE ANNA MCCOY: Haley Bolithon
TOLBERT MCCOY: Tommy Malouf
PHARMER MCCOY: Royen Kent
BUD MCCOY: Ethan Peterson
CALVIN MCCOY: Collin Quinn Rice
ALIFAIR MCCOY: Khloe Janel
 
BILL STATON: Desmond Gray
MARSHAL FRANK PHILLIPS: Jamie Vann
Cast of Characters
THE HATFIELDS
Capt. William Anderson “Devil Anse” Hatfield - “6 feet of devil and 180 lbs. of hell.”
Levicy Hatfield - “a damn fine wife when she’s sober.”
Jim Vance - “caught a chill from a bonfire.”
Elias “Bad Lias” Hatfield - “not all that bad.”
Johnson “Johnse” Hatfield - “got his first suit and his first mustache all in the same month.”
Tennis or Grace Hatfield - “saving up for a new banjo.”
Ezekiel or Ellie Hatfield - “saving up for a new rifle.”
Browning “Brownie” or Victory Hatfield - “saving up for a new whittlin’ knife.”
 
THE MCCOYS
Randolph “Ol Ranl” McCoy - “will sit through the play, but that doesn’t mean he likes it.”
Sarah McCoy - “keeps bromides in her apron.”
Asa “Harmon” McCoy - received an honorable discharge from a wretched army."
“Squirrel Huntin” Sam McCoy - “obeys nine commandments.”
Rose Anna McCoy - “Juliet in gingham.”
Tolbert McCoy - “the older brother.”
Pharmer McCoy - “in the middle of everything.”
Randolph “Bud” McCoy - “carries a stone in his pocket so he can be the first to throw one.”
Calvin McCoy - “can’t help loving his family.”
Alifair McCoy - “little sister, don’t you do what your big sister done.”
 
OTHERS
Bill Staton - “owns one mighty fine suit.”
Marshal Frank Phillips - “...and his manly mustache.”
Scenes
Prologue: Bad Signs (a camp on a hill)
 
I.i. - Mt. Romance (The McCoy Cabin)
I.ii-The Birthday Party (The Hatfield Cabin
I.iii - Interstate Jurisdiction (The McCoy Cabin)
I.iv-The Incident of the Pig (Bad Lias’s Cabin)
I.v - The Trial of Bad ‘Lias Hatfield (The McCoy Cabin)
 
II.i -The Election (The Hoedown)
II.ii - The Bushes (Outside the Hoedown)
II.iii - Fresh Night Air (Outside the Hoedown)
II.iv - Shoot the Moonshine (Outside the Hoedown)
II.v -Discoveries (Outside the Hoedown)
 
Entr’acte: One Book
 
III.i -Welcome to the Hatfields (The Hatfield cabin)
III.ii-Democracy (The McCoy cabin)
 
IV.i - Blackberry Creek (An Inn & a Churchyard)
IV.ii- Once Upon a Time (The McCoy Cabin)
IV.iii - Hoyuh (The Hatfield Cabin)
IV.iv.-The Ransom (The Hatfield Cabin, later)
IV.v-The Funeral (Both cabins, simult)
 
V.i-The Head of the Snake (The McCoy Cabin)
V.ii-The Tail of the Snake (The Hatfield Cabin) 
V.iii-Communin’ (The Hatfield Cabin)
V.iv-The Burning (The McCoy Cabin)
 
 
Note: All biblical italicization is courtesy of The King James Bible.
Songs
	"Bad Signs" (Prologue - Harmon McCoy & Cast)

Lyrics: Shawn Pfautsch
Music: S. Pfautsch & Matt Kahler 
 
2. "Galilee " (Act 1, Scene 2 - The Hatfield Family)
Lyrics: S. Pfautsch & M. Kahler 
Music: S. Pfautsch & M. Kahler
 
3. "Keep it to Yourself" (Act 1, Scene 5 - The McCoy Family Players)
Lyrics: S. Pfautsch
Music: S. Pfautsch & M. Kahler
 
4. "Goin’ Home" (Act 2, Scene 1 - Johnse Hatfield and the Wildcats) 
Lyrics: S. Pfautsch
Music: S. Pfautsch & M. Kahler
 
5. "It is My Lady" (Act 2, Scene 1 - Rose Anna McCoy and the McCoy Family Players)
Lyrics: William Shakespeare & S. Pfautsch 
Music: S. Pfautsch, M. Kahler and Kevin O’Donnell
 
6. "One Book" (Entr’acte, Act 3 - Harmon McCoy, Sam McCoy, Bill Staton, & Cast)
Lyrics & Music by M. Kahler
 
7. "Stay a While Moon" (Act 4, Scene 1 - Rose Anna McCoy and Johnse Hatfield)
Lyrics: M. Kahler & S. Pfautsch
Music: M. Kahler & S. Pfautsch
 
8. "The Spatfields" (Act 4, Scene 2 - Alifair and Calvin McCoy) 
Lyrics & Music by S. Pfautsch
 
9. "Hoyuh" (Act 4, Scene 3 - Harmon McCoy, Sam McCoy, Bill Staton, Bad Lias Hatfield) 
Lyrics: S. Pfautsch & M. Kahler 
Music: S. Pfautsch & M. Kahler
 
10. "My Own Dear Child" (Act 4, Scene 5 - Rose Anna McCoy, Levicy Hatfield & Cast) 
Lyrics & Music by S. Pfautsch 
"Beware of the person of one book."
— Thomas Aquinas
Prologue
(HARMON MCCOY and his platoon of exiles sit on stage thumping their guitars, banjos, mandolins, etc. Maybe they take a match and light a small pool of moonshine to see if it burns blue. Maybe they don’t care either way. Their Union Army uniforms are threadbare. HARMON begins to sing)
 
HARMON
I was born on a cloudless night
From the pain of a mother too tired to fight;
She went to heaven as she saw the light
Of a son risin’ up from the wrong side.
 
I was raised on the righteous words
Of an Appalachian preacher who could talk with birds;
He taught me life was sickness, but when he was cured,
We laid him next to momma on the wrong side.
 
O good Lord, lay a hand upon your sword,
I am a man on a mission that he can’t afford;
Pay me with your mercy, lay me on a board
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
 
I was wed to a red-haired girl
I had met at the crossroads of a moonlit world;
She went swimming in the river just to wash her curls,
But she floated to the ocean on the wrong side.
 
I was called to the cavalry
Fighin’ for a nation that I'd never seen;
I killed so many fellahs that I can’t come clean
Until I ask forgiveness on the wrong side.
 
O good Lord, lay a hand upon your sword,
I am a man on a mission that he can’t afford;
Pay me with your mercy, lay me on a board
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
 
Just about every night at half-past three
I hear the owl in the forest callin’ out to me;
He says "Who cooks for you?" I say "Who cooks for thee?"
But then I realize he’s callin’ from the wrong side.
 
(Instrumental Break)
 
I was called to the cavalry
Fighin’ for a nation that I'd never seen;
I killed so many fellahs that I can’t come clean
Until I ask forgiveness on the wrong side.
 
O good Lord, lay a hand upon your sword,
I am a man on a mission that he can’t afford;
Pay me with your mercy, lay me on a board
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
Before you come collecting on these Bad Signs.
 
HARMON
That one wasn’t half bad.
 
(Everyone pulls their guns)
 
JOHNSE 
Harmon.
 
(A young man steps into the light)
 
HARMON
Shit, Johnse: you're late, 
 
JOHNSE
I'm sorry, Harmon.
 
HARMON
Where’s your guitar?
 
(Gunfire erupts from all directions. Most of the band is killed outright. BAD LIAS and JIM VANCE enter)
 
HARMON
You boys my official welcome home committee?
 
BAD LIAS
I'm afraid so.
 
(JOHNSE has pulled a gun. He shoots at HARMON and hits him in the shoulder)
 
HARMON
You dog.
 
JIM VANCE
Welcome home, Private McCoy.
 
(He shoots HARMON in the head. JIM gives his gun to JOHNSE and exits. Blackout)
 
ACT I
Scene 1 - Mt. Romance
(The McCoy House. The family assembles to watch a presentation. ROSE ANNA enters)
 
ROSE ANNA
Sit you now and watch our scene
(or stand you if the floor’s not clean)
And such a tragic tale we'll tell 
That your tail will feel no length
Nor grow sore in anxious waiting
For our story’s so engrossing
Your beard could grow a fathom long
Before you tire of watching our reprieve.
Though you know me as your daughter,
Sister, cousin, playful otter,
Call me by the name Rose Anna
Say I'm pretty as Auntie Hannah,
(when I wear my dress of green sateen)
I, a maid of just sixteen,
Bloomin’ here before your eyes,
Must play the man and win the prize.
And what’s this trophy worth the havin’?
An honest woman, played by Calvin.
 
I know what you're thinking, and don’t shake your head:
"We should be ourselves". But think this way instead:
The self is revealed when you contemplate others,
And truth is revealed when sisters play brothers.
So though in your eyes I may seem a knave,
You may be surprised how well I behave.
 
The McCoy Family Players proudly presents,
For your viewing pleasures and enjoyments:
Mount Romance, a most terrible tragedy,
By yours truly, Rose Anna McCoy.
 
(Various yeehaws, whoops, hollers and polite clapping. Enter CALVIN in a dress)
 
ALIFAIR
Oh my gosh!
 
PHARMER
Who’s a pretty lady?
 
CALVIN
Alack, Allay, I've lost my Way,
And like all women in Distress
Shall Faint and likely pass away
While wearing this Expensive Dress.
 
So slips my Mind to fevered Dreams,
So sags my Slip of virgin Lace
Down to the Ground, down on my Seams,
So fall I on my Pretty Face.
 
(Enter ROSE ANNA, wearing a suit and beard)
 
ROSE ANNA
What a pleasure, this manhood:
The world is mine to have and hold,
Why, with one turn of my fearsome beard,
The swaggart loses step and swears allegiance,
My hands are mine, my tongue is mine,
My heart... my beastly heart though yearns
For one true thing: I wish before I die
To see the most beautiful girl in the world,
To hold her in my arms
And nuzzle my beard on her cheek.
 
BUD
Nuzzle?
 
ALIFAIR
Quiet.
 
ROSE ANNA
But I'll not fall in love, you'll see.
Love is the anchor that ne'er weighs again,
The horse that must be shot.
But to hold that beauty in my eyes
Maybe touch it a little-
 
PHARMER
Oh no!
 
ROSE ANNA
Suckle it.
 
BUD
Suckle?
 
ALIFAIR
Hush!
 
SARAH
Go on, dear.
 
ROSE ANNA
But Hark! What see I there
A patch of forgotten snow?
No, a hand, a foot... and is that a face
Beneath this blanket of soft blonde hair?
O be still my beastly heart!
Have I eaten too much pork
Or is this truly beauty?
 
PHARMER
Too much pork!
 
ROSE ANNA
Is she asleep?
 
BUD
She’s dead.
 
SARAH
Bud.
 
BUD
Sorry. Goll.
 
ROSE ANNA
Grow up. You're ruining the play.
 
PHARMER
That’s down right unfair: don’t you think so, Bud?
 
BUD
It was ruined when you wrote it!
 
PHARMER
Yee-haw!
 
ALIFAIR
Don’t you listen to ‘em, Rose Anna.
 
SARAH
Everybody, please-
 
CALVIN
Are we done?
 
ROSE ANNA
Calvin! Lie Down!
 
SARAH
Go on, sweetheart.
 
ROSE ANNA
But look! She sighs!
Death, o'er which I thought to have all sway
Takes not this beauty from my eyes.
Sweet, awake, and with this kiss
Know me as your true admirer -
 
(PHARMER punches BUD in the arm)
 
BUD
Ow! Goll!
 
(ROSE ANNA hurls herself at BUD, who gets his nose bloodied)
 
OL RANL
That’s enough!
 
BUD
Ow! Goll!
 
OL RANL
Time for bed.
 
ROSE ANNA
No, Daddy! Let me finish!
 
OL RANL
Another night.
 
ALIFAIR
Daddy, let her finish. Please?
 
BUD
She bashed my nose!
 
CALVIN
Are we done?
 
OL RANL
Get that make-up off the boy.
 
PHARMER
Nice apples, Calvin. Why don’t you gimme a kiss?
 
ROSE ANNA
Shut your mouth Pharmer, or I'll bleed you next!
 
PHARMER
Jesus, what flew up your butt?
 
ROSE ANNA
Go to hell, Pharmer!
 
(Mortal silence)
 
OL RANL
I want Bibles in hands in five minutes. And someone get that make-up off the boy.
 
SARAH
Calvin, go and run yourself some wash water. You can leave the wig with me, baby. Bud, cool wet cloth, tilt your head back. Let’s go, Alifair: play’s over for tonight. You heard your father.
 
ALIFAIR
But I didn’t do anything.
 
PHARMER
Nice going, Rose.
 
ROSE ANNA
I hate you! I hate you all!
 
OL RANL
Nobody move! I raised these walls to protect a family — not a brace of squawking animals. I will not have this house damned with hatred. And excrement. And ignorance. Bibles: scat.
 
TOLBERT
Come on
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