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THE INTRODUCTION

Welcome to our gastronomic homage to one of the greatest series in the history of gaming. As rabid fans of all things Grand Theft Auto, we’ve sought to combine our expertise in the culinary arts with GTA-inspired themes and locations to produce what we consider the ultimate piece of fan fiction—a mouthwatering cookbook devoted to the incomparable Grand Theft Auto zeitgeist.

In keeping with that spirit, this book’s “menu items” are a bit irreverent, culturally diverse, and subversively appealing. Our epicurean crew dug deep to invent recipes inspired by the fictional food scenes found in Liberty City, Vice City, Los Santos, Las Venturas, and San Fierro—all five major cities of the GTA universe. From the haute cuisine of elegant eateries like World of Coq on the Old Venturas Strip, to great grub in backstreet diners like The Greasy Chopper in the bowels of Broker, our highly unofficial recipe list gives you a variety of fantastic dishes for all levels of chefs.

It’s not hyperbole to suggest that Grand Theft Auto is one of the most popular entities in the history of entertainment, not just videogaming. With more than 440 million units sold and an estimated $9.5 billion in total revenue, the GTA series is a juggernaut that very few entertainment franchises can match, especially when it comes to a dedicated fan base. Its massive popularity extends into the modding and fan-fiction communities, with GTA lovers creating countless tools and reams of content that expand and pay tribute to the GTA universe. This cookbook is our humble attempt to contribute a tasty bit of substance to that ever-growing cosmos.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF GTA

The original Grand Theft Auto was developed by DMA Design in Dundee, Scotland, and released in November of 1997. An open-world experience played from a top-down perspective, it established the basic template for GTA story development—a low-level criminal climbs in status by completing jobs for local gangs and crime syndicates. The game was set in three cities: Liberty City (based on New York City), San Andreas (then based on San Francisco), and Vice City (based on Miami).

“The game was cops and robbers at first,” said Gary Penn, DMA Design’s creative director at the time. “[But] nobody wants to be the cop. It’s always more fun to be bad.” As it turned out, being the bad guy turned into a smashing commercial success; Grand Theft Auto sold more than six million units over the first three years after its release.

In 1998, Take-Two Interactive acquired DMA Design’s intellectual property, including the rights to Grand Theft Auto. Two of the executives brought in to oversee the acquisition were brothers Dan and Sam Houser, who helped co-found a new publishing entity in New York City called Rockstar Games. The DMA Design team produced Grand Theft Auto 2, notably bringing in Dan Houser as the game’s lead writer. Rather than recreate fictional versions of US cities, GTA 2 was set in a “retrofuturistic metropolis” dubbed Anywhere City, USA. Published by Rockstar, the game hit the shelves in October of 1999 and hit another impressive set of sales milestones.

The next sequel, Grand Theft Auto III, is considered a major landmark in videogame history. Set entirely in Liberty City, it was the first truly great open-world experience set in a fully 3D environment. The game’s development team featured a core crew of DMA Design working closely with producer Leslie Benzies and a creative team at Rockstar, including writer Dan Houser again. Released in October of 2001, GTA III was a spectacular critical and financial success, winning multiple game of the year awards and eventually selling more than 15 million copies.

In March of 2002, DMA Design was renamed Rockstar Studios, and in May, that was changed to Rockstar North—a place that, of course, would go on to become an industry legend. In October of that same year, the first GTA title officially developed by Rockstar North was released, Grand Theft Auto: Vice City. As the title implies, the game was set in Vice City, the fictional version of Miami. Vice City sold more than 17 million units across all platforms and was named Game of the Year at the annual Golden Joystick Awards.

The franchise took another big leap in 2004 with the release of Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas. The story was set in the fictional U.S. state of San Andreas, a California-like region featuring three major cities: Los Santos (based on Los Angeles), San Fierro (San Francisco), and Las Venturas (Las Vegas). Upon its release, fans snapped up 2.1 million copies in just four days, and eventually San Andreas sold more than 27.5 million copies across all platforms—still one of the bestselling games ever.

In 2008, Grand Theft Auto IV revisited Liberty City in spectacular fashion, focusing on its glamorous but often brutal urban life and immigrant subcultures. GTA IV was another gaming sensation, breaking industry records with more than $500 million sales in the first week of release. The game’s protagonist Niko Bellic became a pop culture phenomenon, and like its predecessors, GTA IV also won numerous industry accolades including multiple Game of the Year awards.

GTA IV also spawned two episodic expansion packs plus a new handheld title, all set in Liberty City, all released in 2009. The Grand Theft Auto: The Lost and Damned expansion featured The Lost MC, a biker gang that first appeared in GTA IV; and the Grand Theft Auto: The Ballad of Gay Tony expansion focused on the extravagant nightlife of Liberty City’s elite at Tony Prince’s upscale nightclubs. Finally, Grand Theft Auto: Chinatown Wars—released for handheld devices like the Nintendo DS and the PSP—focused on the Liberty City Triads gang.

Four years later, in 2013, Rockstar released one of the most iconic products in entertainment history: Grand Theft Auto V, set once again in the fictional state of San Andreas. The vast open-world setting includes the urban sprawl of the City of Los Santos plus the surrounding rural countryside of Blaine County. The game broke all entertainment industry records by earning $1 billion in its first three days of release, and it remains the most profitable entertainment product of all time. GTA V also became one of the highest rated games ever on Metacritic, scoring a lofty 97 out of 100 in the site’s aggregate of reviews. Its online multiplayer mode, Grand Theft Auto Online, attracted millions of users and has generated a formidable digital revenue stream for more than a decade.
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LIBERTY CITY

Nobody knows a big city’s heart quite like cynical municipal bureaucrats, which explains why Liberty City’s official website bills America’s greatest metropolis as “the self-proclaimed center of everything.” Here, the sun rises and sets hard on the American Dream, every day. Culture, arts, finance, fashion, civic corruption—everything in Liberty City is bigger than life, scattered across its four boroughs.

It all starts in the vertiginous towers of Algonquin, where the well-heeled have perfected the art of rigging the game. To the northeast, rundown, blue-collar Bohan remains a breeding pool for innovative crime-boss candidates. And on the east bank of the Humboldt River, gentrifying Broker shares the big island with mostly middle-class Dukes—an island full of those decent, hardworking folks who comprise the easy marks for the predatory.

Fortunately, when it comes to restaurants, Liberty City’s healthy egotism is well justified—along with Paris, Tokyo, and Bangkok, it is undoubtedly one of the great foodie capitals of the world. With a metropolitan area divided into fifty-six distinctive districts, you can find any kind of cuisine and ambience you want. As upscale and Michelin-starred as Algonquin dining can be, we found our favorite dishes for this cookbook in some of Liberty City’s less polished neighborhoods, including one in Dukes and four, count ʼem, four venues down at the south end of Broker!
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STEINWAY BEER GARDEN
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Located at Yorktown Avenue and Morris Street in the Steinway district of Dukes, this famous working-class joint is a classic Irish pub where the favorite activities are drinking, darts, and then considerably more drinking. You won’t find a better place to quaff a pint of Blarneys Stout and sample typical Irish pub fare with friends and various armed strangers. (Tip: If you spot any McRearys, you might want to give their family booth a wide berth in passing.) The food here is so comforting that it’s served with a lambswool throw from Donegal.
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