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Introduction: The Moment Everything Changed
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A Diagnosis that Shook My World

Life has a way of stopping you in your tracks, doesn’t it? One moment, you’re moving through your days, juggling the mundane and the extraordinary, and the next, everything is flipped upside down. That was my reality the day I heard the words, “You have cancer.”

I remember the exact moment as if it’s frozen in time. The doctor’s office smelled faintly of antiseptic, and the sterile walls seemed to close in on me as he spoke. His words were clinical, precise, but to me, they sounded like thunderclaps in the middle of a calm day. “Maud, the tests confirm it—it’s malignant.”

It was as if my mind refused to process the information. Malignant. Cancer. Words I had heard on TV or read about in other people’s stories but never thought would find their way into mine. I sat there, staring at the doctor, hoping he might suddenly laugh and tell me it was all a mistake. But he didn’t.

The ride home was a blur. My hands gripped the steering wheel so tightly that my knuckles turned white. Silent tears blurred my vision. I wasn’t crying just out of fear but out of disbelief. How could this be happening to me? I was healthy, or at least I thought I was. I went to church, prayed, ate right most of the time, and tried to live a good life. How could God let this happen?

That night, as I lay in bed, fear wrapped itself around me like a suffocating blanket. Questions swirled endlessly in my mind. Would I survive? What would happen to my family if I didn’t? How would I endure the treatments? In that dark and lonely place, I cried out to God in desperation.

“Why, Lord? Why me? What am I supposed to do now?”

And in the stillness of that moment, something remarkable happened. No, the heavens didn’t part, and I didn’t hear an audible voice. But a peace began to seep into my heart—softly, quietly, like the first light of dawn after a long, stormy night. A verse from Isaiah floated into my mind: “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10).

It was as though God was whispering directly to my soul: “I see you, Maud. I’m here.”

That night marked the beginning of a journey I never asked for but one that would forever change me. It wasn’t a path I would have chosen, but it became one that revealed God’s strength in my deepest weakness.

Why This Book?

So why write this book? Why relive the most painful and uncertain season of my life for others to read?

The answer is simple: you.

When I was in the trenches of my battle, I searched desperately for stories of hope. I wanted to know that someone else had walked this road and found their way to the other side. I needed to hear that cancer wasn’t the end of their story, and I longed for the reminder that God’s promises were real even when my world felt unreal.

This book is my gift to anyone who feels lost in their own storm, whether it’s a health crisis, the loss of a loved one, or any life-altering challenge. I want to take you by the hand and walk with you through the fire, not as someone who has all the answers but as someone who knows the struggle, the questions, and the fear.

I also want you to know the hope.

Throughout this book, I’ll share the highs and lows of my journey—the moments I felt like giving up and the miraculous ways God showed up when I least expected it. I’ll share how my faith, which at times felt fragile, became the rock that kept me standing. You’ll read about the people who became God’s hands and feet in my life, the Scriptures that became lifelines, and the prayers that carried me through the hardest days.

But this isn’t just my story. It’s a story of a God who never leaves us, even when we feel abandoned. It’s a story of a Savior who turns ashes into beauty, mourning into joy, and pain into purpose.

Maybe you picked up this book because you or someone you love is battling cancer. Or maybe your fire is something else entirely—a marriage on the brink, a child who has strayed, or a dream that seems lost. Whatever your fire looks like, I believe this truth remains: God is with you in it.

Through these pages, I hope you’ll find the courage to face your own battles with faith that is stronger than fear. I hope you’ll see that even when life feels out of control, there is a God who holds it all together. And I hope you’ll discover that the fire doesn’t have to consume you—it can refine you into something stronger, something beautiful.

This isn’t just a book about surviving cancer. It’s a book about discovering that God’s love and grace are enough, even in the hardest moments. It’s about learning to trust Him when you can’t see the way forward and finding hope when hope feels out of reach.

So, as you read this book, I invite you to journey with me. Let’s step into the fire together, not as victims but as victors through Christ. Let’s walk through the valleys and climb the mountains, knowing that God is with us every step of the way.

Because, dear friend, no matter how fierce the flames, God’s promises never fail.
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Chapter 1: Facing the Storm
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The Emotional Tsunami

Life-changing news often arrives uninvited, crashing into our carefully constructed realities like an unrelenting wave. For me, the moment of impact was a stark reminder of how fragile our existence is. Cancer. That one word sent shockwaves through my body, mind, and spirit, leaving a trail of fear, anger, and despair in its wake.

The fear was immediate and all-encompassing. It wasn’t just the fear of the disease itself, but of everything it represented—the unknown, the potential loss of dreams, the impact on my loved ones. It felt as though I was standing on a beach, watching a tsunami build in the distance, knowing I couldn’t outrun it. My thoughts spiraled uncontrollably: What does this mean for my future? Will I survive?

Anger quickly followed. I was angry at the unfairness of it all. Angry at the disruption of my life. Angry, even, at God. How could He let this happen? Hadn’t I been faithful? I went to church, tithed, prayed, and tried to live a life pleasing to Him. Yet here I was, staring down the barrel of a diagnosis that seemed to threaten everything.

Despair crept in like a thief in the night, stealing whatever scraps of hope I had managed to cling to. The weight of uncertainty was unbearable. Sleepless nights became the norm as I lay in bed, wrestling with the enormity of what lay ahead. I felt as though I was drowning, unable to surface for air.

But here’s the


God in the Whirlwind
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