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“One … two … three …” Charlotte Williams counted the seconds as she stood in a perfect handstand, her toes pointing up towards the bright blue sky. The short, dry grass was warm under her fingers and she could smell the sweet oranges ripening on the trees in the back yard. Her brown curls brushed the ground. “Four … five … six …”

“Charlotte!” Mrs Williams opened the back door. “I’m just talking to Mia’s mum on the computer. Do you want to have a chat with Mia?”

“Of course!” Charlotte’s feet touched the grass. Leaping up, she ran over to her mum. “It’s ages since I spoke to her!”

Mrs Williams’s eyes twinkled. “You mean three whole days.”

Charlotte grinned. “That’s ages for me and Mia!” She and Mia were best friends. They used to live in the same village in England, until Charlotte’s family had moved to California. Although Charlotte had made lots of new friends in America, no one would ever replace Mia.

She hurried inside to the study. The air conditioning was on, keeping the house lovely and cool. When Charlotte had first moved to California she’d found it strange being able to wear shorts every day.



[image: images]





Mia was on the computer screen. Her long, blonde hair was tucked behind her ears and she was wearing her pyjamas and her dressing gown. Seeing Charlotte, she waved. “Hi!”

Happiness fizzed through Charlotte as she sat down. “Hi!” she said. “What have you been up to?”

“Just normal weekend stuff,” said Mia. “We went for a bike ride this morning and then I went to see my Auntie Marie and helped take her dogs for a walk. How about you?”

“I went to a baseball game with Liam and Harvey,” said Charlotte.

Just then, a little girl with blonde hair in bunches popped her head over Mia’s shoulder. It was Elsie, Mia’s younger sister. “Hello, Charlotte! Guess what? I can ride my bike without stabilisers now.”

“Wow! Well done, Elsie,” said Charlotte.

“Are Mia and Elsie there?” Liam and Harvey, Charlotte’s six-year-old twin brothers, came barrelling into the study. “Hi, Mia! Hi, Elsie!” they shouted.
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“Look, we lost our front teeth!” said Liam, opening his mouth in front of the computer’s camera to show them that one of his front teeth had fallen out.

“You’ve got matching gaps!” said Mia.

“Come on, boys,” Mrs Williams said, coming into the room. “Leave Charlotte and Mia to have a chat. It might be lunchtime here, but it’s evening in England and Mia will probably have to go to bed soon.”

Mia waved goodbye to the twins and then persuaded Elsie to go and play. Finally, she and Charlotte were able to chat uninterrupted. They caught up about school and everything else they’d been doing until Mia’s mum broke into the conversation. “Time to say goodbye and go to bed, Mia!” she called. “You can chat again soon.”

Charlotte touched the half-heart pendant she wore around her neck. “Hopefully very soon,” she said, winking at Mia.

Mia held up her own matching pendant and grinned happily. “Oh, yes,” she said, winking back.

Charlotte felt a warm glow in her tummy. She and Mia shared the most amazing secret. When she had moved to America, their old babysitter, Alice, had given them both magic necklaces!
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Whenever the necklaces started to glow, Mia and Charlotte were whisked away to an incredibly beautiful palace high up in the clouds. The first time Charlotte and Mia had arrived at Wishing Star Palace, Alice had explained that they’d been chosen to train as Secret Princesses – special girls who used magic to make wishes come true! Charlotte loved everything about training to be a Secret Princess. It meant she got to help people, do magic – and best of all, have adventures with Mia!
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Gazing at the pendant in her hand, Charlotte thought longingly, Oh, I wish we could go to Wishing Star Palace now. On their last adventure, she and Mia had passed the first stage of their training and earned gorgeous diamond tiaras that they could wear whenever they visited the palace. Now, for the second stage of their training, they needed to help four more people. If they did, they’d earn sparkling ruby princess slippers that would let them travel by magic. It was all so exciting!

Charlotte saw light flicker across the surface of her pendant. She caught her breath and peered closer. Was she imagining it? No – the pendant was starting to glow!

Charlotte looked at Mia, who was staring at her own necklace. It was glowing too! The girls grinned at each other, then Charlotte shut down the computer and ran to her bedroom, her heart racing. No time would pass while she was away, but she still didn’t want her family to see her magically vanish! Shutting the door behind her, she opened her fingers. The magic pendant was now glowing like a ray of sunshine.

“I wish I could see Mia at Wishing Star Palace!” Charlotte whispered.
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Light blazed out, surrounding her. She felt it swirl around and lift her up and away. Excitement flashed through Charlotte. Another magical Secret Princess adventure was about to begin!





 


[image: images]



 



Charlotte’s feet came to rest on velvety soft grass. She opened her eyes and saw that she was standing in front of Wishing Star Palace. Flags flew from its four turrets, ivy climbed up its marble walls, and its heart-shaped windows glinted in the sunlight.




[image: images]





“Yay!” cried Charlotte, twirling on the spot. The long, pink princess dress she’d magically changed into swished around her legs. Putting a hand up to her head, she smiled as she felt her diamond tiara resting on her brown curls.



“Charlotte!” Mia peeked out from behind a nearby tree with pink candyfloss and candy canes hanging from its branches. She was wearing a beautiful golden dress with silver embroidery and her own diamond tiara nestled in her blonde hair.

They ran to meet each other and hugged.
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“It’s so brilliant to see you,” said Mia. “I mean, it’s great talking on the computer but it’s even better to be together for real!”

Charlotte knew just what she meant. She was so happy she felt like turning a cartwheel but she knew it might be tricky in her dress. “And the palace looks great!” she said, looking at the glittering turrets.

When they had first come to Wishing Star Palace, it had looked very different. Princess Poison, a Secret Princess who had turned bad, had put a spell on the palace. With every wish she ruined, she’d made the palace crumble and break. But by granting four people’s wishes, Mia and Charlotte had helped mend the palace, and earned their princess tiaras.

“It looks so much better,” agreed Mia. She looked towards the doorway. “Should we see if anyone is inside?”

Wishing Star Palace was where all the Secret Princesses stayed when they were using magic to help people with their wishes, but they each had jobs in the real world, too. One of the princesses was a baker, another was an artist, and Alice, who had given them their necklaces, was a pop star! Each princess had her own special talent, but they were all kind and fun.
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Mia tucked her hand through Charlotte’s arm and they started walking towards the palace. As they got closer, five birds came round the side of the palace. They had long multicoloured tails trailing behind them and looked like big, golden peacocks.

Suddenly, all the birds lifted their tails and opened them at the same time. Mia and Charlotte gasped in delight. The birds’ tails had layers of bright feathers in all the colours of the rainbow!

The birds bobbed their golden heads at the girls. They walked over and started nuzzling them with their beaks.

“You’re very friendly!” said Mia, laughing.

“Our Rainbow Birds seem to like you!” called a voice.

Mia and Charlotte saw Alice coming out of Wishing Star Palace with Princess Ella and another princess they didn’t recognise. She had short curly hair, a trendy striped dress, and a pendant shaped like a thimble.
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“Girls, I don’t think you’ve met Princess Cara before,” Alice said. “She’s a fashion designer in the real world. She designed the costumes for my last tour.”
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“It’s lovely to meet you both. I’ve heard lots about you. How are you?” Cara said, tucking some strands of her brown hair behind her ears as she hurried over.

“Really good – especially now we’re here,” said Charlotte, grinning at her best friend.

“I really like your dress,” Mia said.

“Thanks!” said Princess Cara with a big smile. “Your dresses are pretty, too!”

“Is there someone in the Magic Mirror who needs our help, Alice?” Mia added, eagerly.

“Not right now,” said Alice, with a smile. “But hopefully soon. You need to grant four wishes and earn four rubies to get your princess slippers.” She pulled up the bottom of her dress and showed the girls her glittery ruby shoes.

Charlotte and Mia grinned at each other in delight.

“But for now, Ella wanted you to visit because she needs a hand with the animals,” Alice explained.

“I really do,” said Princess Ella. “There are so many wonderful creatures here at Wishing Star Palace and I love looking after them all, but they can be a handful – like these Rainbow Birds. They keep escaping into the garden.” One of the birds nudged her with its beak until she stroked his head. She giggled. “You are very naughty,” she told it. “You know you’re not supposed to wander this far from the pond. I suppose you were after the candyfloss, as usual?”

The bird quickly shook its head but Princess Ella plucked a strand of pink candyfloss from its feathers. “Hmm,” she said, raising her dark eyebrows. “I think it’s high time we get you back to your nests before you give yourselves tummy aches.” She glanced at Mia and Charlotte. “Will you girls help?”

“Oh, yes!” they said.

“Would you mind if I stayed here?” said Alice. “I’m working on a song for my next album and I really want to go to the music room and finish it.”

“And I was planning to take a walk around the gardens – I need inspiration for my next collection,” said Princess Cara.

“That’s fine,” Princess Ella told them.

“Don’t worry,” said Mia. “We would love to help.”

Alice said goodbye and hurried off.

Charlotte turned to Princess Ella. “How do we get the birds back to their nests?”

“We’ll use my special jeep,” said Princess Ella. “It’s just around the corner.” She led the way round the side of the palace to where a silver jeep was parked with its top down. Its paint sparkled in the sun and it had purple velvet seats and a glittering steering wheel.

“Awesome!’ said Charlotte, running over to the car. “I love it.”


Ella grinned. “Me too. I wish I could drive it back home, but it’s so shiny it might scare the horses
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