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“LITTLE SISTER DON’T you do what your big sister does...”

Unraveling lies. 

Hidden love. 

A handsy boss that needs to learn his place. 

The shadows continue devouring Chase and Mira as they struggle to keep their love afloat. As the ocean of drama is swallowing them whole, Mira begins questioning everything. Can Chase convince her to stay? Can he prove to her that their love is enough for now? Or will Mira's sister and the smoldering gaze of her boss be their downfall?

Love is dangerous in the best possible way.
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I KNOCKED ON CHASE’S hotel door as I sighed with relief. It took me so fucking long to get out of that ‘dinner meeting.’ The thing lasted almost three hours! Three hours of feeling the most uncomfortable I’d ever felt in my life. I was just glad to be at Chase’s hotel room. I couldn't wait to fall into his arms and feel the warmth of his body. Taste the sugar of his lips. Feel the strength of his form as we fell into bed and I erased from my mind the insanity of the night.

But, he didn’t answer.

“Chase?” I asked.

I knocked on the door again, but I didn’t hear any shuffling behind it. No footsteps. No voices. No voice calling out. Nothing. I furrowed my brow as I took a step back, digging my phone out of my purse.

Where in the world was he?

Where are you? I’m at your hotel room.

I sent the text message off, then made my way downstairs. The hotel was nice enough to have a small bar in the lobby area, so I figured I could pass the time with a drink. Something to perk me up. I slid myself up onto a barstool and placed my purse down onto the chair beside me. The bartender came over and walked me through a few of the specialty selections they had, and I ended up going for their limoncello drink. Something tart, with a hint of sweetness. Easy to sip on while I waited for Chase to get back from wherever he was.

Then, I heard my phone vibrate.

On my way. Sorry.

The bartender set my drink down and I picked it up gingerly. I had to control my movements, which meant taking deep breaths in order to cease the trembling in my fingertips. My dinner with Ian had me on edge, to say the least. I mean, from a purely unbiased point of view, the man was everything a woman could want. Cultured. Wealthy. Easy-going. Attractive. But, I was in love with someone else, and besides, he was my fucking boss.

I’m in love with Chase.

The revelation felt so freeing to admit. And yet, it came with such anxiety that my hand began trembling again. I closed my eyes and took a sip of my drink, hoping the alcohol would calm my nerves. I tried to let my mind fall blank. I tried not to think about my emotions or the dinner with my boss. From now on, no more dinners. If he wanted interviews from me, we could do it in his office. Or in mine. If I was a gambling woman, I would have said he manipulated me to get me out to dinner with him.

I didn’t want to think about that, though. Because it came with a panic and a fear that made me want to run as far away from that place as I could.

And that place was the best for me in terms of my career.

It was only my first week. I wanted to give the man the benefit of the doubt. Meredith talked to me about how Ian could be overly friendly sometimes. And Ian was always popping his head in and out of our offices. Making sure we didn’t need anything. He wasn’t just singling me out. He did it many times with Meredith as well as Martha.

I needed to give him the benefit of the doubt because my life was already confusing enough. What, with this stuff with Chase and my feelings for him. This odd navigation we’d have to make in our relationship soon enough, with him headed back home. The admission to my family and trying to figure out whether or not my sister really did still have feelings for him.

“Shit,” I hissed.

I took another long pull from my drink, trying to drown my fears and uncertainties.

“A double scotch, please. On the rocks.”

My eyes widened at the sound of Chase’s voice.

“Well, hey there, hands—”

The second I looked over at him, I knew something was wrong. My eyes widened as I took in the redness of his face and how tense his jaw was. Almost like he was clenching his teeth. He stayed silent as I stared at him, and not once did he look in my direction. The bartender handed him his drink and he practically sloshed half of it back in one gulp.

Apparently, I wasn’t the only one that didn’t have a good night.

I kept silent as he knocked back his first drink. He handed his glass to the bartender, who quickly refilled it. I sipped my lemony drink, trying to wait for the moment to ask him what in the world was going on. I’d never seen him like this, and it almost frightened me to ask.

But, he wasn’t okay. And I wanted to help.

“What’s going on?” I asked softly.

He slowly looked over at me, and the exhaustion in his eyes was apparent. His lips were downturned as deeply as they could go, like there was something in his stomach making him feel sick. He licked his lips and grimaced, but I wasn’t sure if it was the scotch or something else.

I dreaded the ‘something else.’

“I was at your parent’s,” Chase said.

I paused. “You didn’t.”

“No, no, no,” he said.

I furrowed my brow. “Okay?”

“I was hanging out with Mel.”

My heart seized. “And?”

“Things went very, very sideways.”

“Chase, what happened?” I asked.

“I need you to know that I didn’t come on to her, Mira. That isn’t at all what happened. I got out of there as soon as I could.”

“Chase, just talk to me. Start from the beginning.”

His eyes filled with such sadness as he turned his entire body toward me.

“I’m so sorry,” he whispered.

“You did nothing wrong. I’m almost positive of it. Just—start from the beginning. Tell me what happened,” I said.

“She wanted me to come over. I mean, she sounded bad. Like she has for this past week or two. I came over and she led me up to her room, wanting to relive some high school memories. She kept asking me if I remembered things and wanted to walk down memory lane. She had this scrapbook of us she made. I didn’t even know she had it.”

I nodded softly. “I remember it. I sat by her several times at night while she made it.”

“She offered to make dinner and I figured she was trying to unpack our prior relationship. You know, since we’d never actually done that. Mel and I have never actually talked about what really went down between us. It was there, and then it just ended. You know?”

“I know.”

“I thought she was going to unpack it, then compare it to her relationship with Patrick. She does that shit all the time. But, she started reliving intimate memories over dinner with me. Which was terrible, by the way.”

Snickering I conceded the point. “Yeah, the woman can’t cook to save her life.”

Reaching out, I placed my hand softly on Chase’s forearm, and felt him trembling.

I wanted to pull him into the biggest hug imaginable.

“Once she started asking me if I remembered the first time her and I had ever had sex, I got up from the table and started putting my dishes away. I knew I needed to get out of there, but I was trying not to make things worse. Worse for her emotionally, you know?” he asked.

“Because you’re a good man,” I said.

“She told me why she and Patrick broke up.”

Shit. I knew exactly what was coming, and I felt my stomach dropping already.

“What did she say?” I asked softly.

He sighed. “She said Patrick walked away because of her unresolved feelings for me. And then, she kissed me.”

I paused. “What now?”

“She just kissed me. I mean, before I could bat an eye, her lips were on mine. I swear to you, Mira, I didn’t kiss her back. I didn’t at all.”

My stomach lurched and I immediately became nauseous as the entire world tilted.

“I don’t feel anything for her, Mira. I swear to you. You have me—mind, heart, and soul,” Chase said.

But, his voice sounded so far away.

Kiss? Mel kissed Chase? She was lingering on his lips right now? The idea of kissing him right now made me sick. The idea of touching him made me shake with fury. I removed my hand from him quickly, and I heard him sigh. I knew, in the back of my mind, he was telling the truth. But, it didn’t do anything to cure how upset I was at this entire situation. A situation that could have been avoided had we stopped tiptoeing around people.

I was mad at myself, more than anything.

“What happened after the kiss?” I asked breathlessly.

The world stopped spinning long enough for me to focus on Chase’s eyes.

“I made up an excuse to leave and got the hell out of there, that’s what happened. I got your message as I was pulling out of the driveway,” he said.

“Made up an excuse,” I said mindlessly.

“I know, right. I should have said something. About us. But, I panicked. I should have just told Mel how things were, but I had no idea how you’d react to that. Especially after news about the kiss. And Mel’s been so emotionally vulnerable, what if that did her in? I had no idea how to tell her I wasn’t interested in dating her and that I’ve been dating her little sister. What if that pushed her over the edge? I mean, she’s still my best friend, Mira. You know?”

I nodded slowly. I turned my body away from his and looked down into my drink. I felt the bartender’s eyes on us. Trying not to eavesdrop, but too curious not to do so. I couldn't blame him. The whirlwind story was enough to pull anyone in out of sheer curiosity. But, if there had ever been a time to blurt out the fact that we were seeing one another, it was then. I mean, I told Ian at dinner I was seeing someone! I didn’t give specifics, but I told him the general idea. He was my sister’s friend. We had been seeing one another for a bit now. But Chase? He didn’t say anything.

When were my feelings going to matter?

When was I going to ever matter?

“Mira, please say something,” Chase said.

But, all I could do was drain the rest of my drink down the back of my throat.

I knew it was selfish to think that way. Both of us were responsible for this scenario. But, my sister kissed him? And he didn’t think it was appropriate to say anything then!? Yes, Mel was in a delicate position. Of her own doing, if anyone asked me about it. Everything had been about my sister for way too long at this point. And I couldn't let it happen any longer. I deserved some consideration. I deserved some happiness. Some spotlight. Some care and attention.

I felt my heart slamming against my chest.

“Mira, are you all right? Your breathing is shallow,” Chase said.

But, his voice kept growing farther and farther away.

It was all too much. The new job. The weird boss. My sister’s meltdown. My secret relationship. That damn dinner. This fucking kiss.

“I’m just tired,” I said weakly.

“Come on, let’s get you up to the room. We can lay down and—”

“I’m going home,” I said plainly.

I turned my teary eyes toward him and I saw him silently begging me to stay.

“I’m going home, Chase. To my own bed,” I said softly.

“Please don’t do this,” he whispered.

I shook my head. “I’m not in the mood to talk about things further. I—not after tonight, I just—”

“Wait a second, what happened tonight?”

I paused. “Dinner was just weird.”

“Did your boss do something to you?”

I heard the defensiveness in his voice, but I just couldn’t. I couldn’t go through it all with him. Not after the bomb that just got dropped in my lap.

“No. It was just a long dinner and I’m tired. I need to go home,” I said.

I slid off the stool, but Chase caught my arm.

“Mira, please,” he said.

“I think you should let her leave,” the bartender said.

I looked up into Chase’s eyes before he let go of my arm.

“I’m sorry,” he said softly.

“We’ll talk soon, yeah?” I asked.

He nodded as I slipped my purse over my shoulder, then started away from the bar. My thoughts were swirling with so many questions, but I stuffed them down. I couldn’t think about anything else tonight. I just wanted to go to bed and sleep all of this away. I wanted to wake up Saturday morning and try life again with a fresh start. With a fresh day.

Because obviously, this day had failed both of us.
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​Chapter 2
Chase
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I GROANED AS I ROLLED over Saturday morning, angry at my empty bed. Mira should have been there. She should have been wrapped up in me. I should have had the opportunity to enjoy her all night, listening to her moan and cry out for me to stop. Begging me to stop while pulling me closer. Until our lives exploded and shit started crawling up the walls of the bubble we were trying to encase ourselves in. I pulled a pillow over my head to block out the sunlight. After Mira left, I pounded back five or six different drinks. And all the while, the bartender mean-mugged me.

Seems like I deserved it, in a way.

I fell in and out of sleep for a majority of the afternoon, until I felt I had enough strength to sit up. My head ached like crazy and my body felt as if it was moving through pudding. I pushed myself up from the bed and stumbled into the bathroom, the harsh light too much for my eyes. I turned on the cold water in the sink and jammed my head underneath. I gulped down mouthfuls of water, trying to stave off the rest of this migraine. And when I couldn’t tolerate swallowing more water, I moved on over to the shower.

I needed a long, steaming hot shower.

Striving to feel as close to human again, as close to normal as I could, I sat in the bottom of the shower
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