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The dual calling of the disciple
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From the beginning, God never intended His people to be passive observers; He called them to embody His authority and His presence. This is captured powerfully in Revelation 1:6, where believers are declared to be “kings and priests unto God.” This is not symbolic language alone, it is a functional identity.

A king governs, takes territory, enforces order, and subdues opposition. Spiritually, this translates into engaging in warfare against the kingdom of darkness. Jesus made a striking statement in “Matthew 11:12: The Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” This is not carnal violence; it is spiritual aggression: refusing to tolerate bondage, confronting demonic oppression, advancing truth into darkness, and standing firm in faith against resistance.

A disciple functioning as a king engages in spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6), operates in deliverance ministry, exercises authority over unclean spirits, and pushes back darkness in territories, families, and systems. This is where many believers hesitate, but the Kingdom does not advance through passivity. It advances through those who understand their authority in Christ.

While kings rule outwardly, priests minister inwardly before God and on behalf of people.  A priest stands in the presence of God, offers worship and intercession, carries burdens for others, and facilitates reconciliation between God and man. This is the ministry of prayer and intercession, worship and consecration, healing and restoration, and the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).

A true disciple diagnoses spiritual wounds (discernment), applies heaven’s remedies (Word, prayer, Spirit), travels beyond comfort zones to reach the broken, and ministers not just truth but healing. Without the priestly dimension, the king becomes harsh, legalistic, and disconnected from the heart of God. The Kingdom requires both authority (king) to confront darkness and intimacy (priest) to sustain righteousness. If you only fight but never worship, you burn out. If you only worship but never fight, you stagnate.

God is raising disciples who can cast out demons and weep in intercession; break chains and bind wounds; speak with authority and move with compassion. The life of Nehemiah gives us a living model. When rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls, the people worked under constant threat. Their response? Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other (Nehemiah 4:17).

This is the posture of the Kingdom disciple: building and battling simultaneously, and also restoring what is broken while resisting opposition.

Nehemiah himself embodied both roles: as a leader (kingly function), he organized, strategised, and governed. As a man of prayer (priestly function), he fasted, wept, and interceded. This reveals something critical: you cannot build what God has called you to build without confronting what is trying to stop it.

This dual identity produces a powerful paradox. First, take your position in spiritual warfare, refuse compromise, confront darkness boldly, and advance the Kingdom intentionally. Secondly, it is a call to love, which means restore the broken, heal the wounded, serve with humility, and represent Christ as an ambassador of reconciliation. These are not opposing calls; they are inseparable. Jesus Himself embodied both: He drove out demons (King), and He healed the sick and forgave sinners (Priest).

As disciples, we are not just believers; we are representatives of Heaven’s government. An ambassador carries the authority of their nation, speaks on behalf of their king, and advances foreign interests in a different land. This world is not your origin; it is your assignment. So you war like a king, intercede like a priest, love like a shepherd, heal like a physician, and build like Nehemiah.

The Church has often leaned too far in one direction.  Either disciples are passive and devotional, avoiding confrontation, or aggressive and militant, lacking compassion. But the hour demands maturity. God is raising warriors who worship, intercessors who confront, builders who battle, and healers who carry authority.

To be a disciple is to carry both a sword and incense. The sword to defeat the enemy and the incense to remain before God. Like Nehemiah’s builders, one hand builds, the other hand fights. This is the life of a true Kingdom disciple: advancing, restoring, healing, conquering, and loving. We are called to be a king in authority, a priest in intimacy, a warrior in battle, and a healer in service.
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Kings and Priests in Christ
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We need to understand that in Christ, we are as His disciples ‘kings’ and ‘priests’. Revelation 1 says, “5 To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” We need to understand what this means and how they work and function in unity when it comes to being a disciple of God. 

It is important to remember we can only function in the office of a king and priest if we abide in the Lord. It boils down to authority and service in the Kingdom of God. We are not THE King or THE Priest, for Jesus claims the highest honour as the King of kings and the last great High Priest. We are also never THE Shepherd or THE Prophet, for all the highest titles belong to God. As a disciple, we must remember we are servants of the Lord Almighty, and we serve in humility and submission to His truth and will.

We have to remember that in some ways, Christians share in the anointing that Jesus enjoys as the Christ, the “anointed one” (Acts 10:34–43; 1 John 2:20, 27). Therefore, every believer fulfills the prophetic, priestly, and kingly roles for which our Savior has been anointed. In a sense, we are all prophets called to proclaim God’s Word, priests ordained to offer ourselves as sacrifices, and kings enthroned to war against the Lord’s enemies and help expand His kingdom (Matthew 28:18–20; Romans 12:1–2; Revelation 17:1–14). Yet we do not share in Christ’s kingly office only in the sense that we fight against the devil and his minions; rather, we also reign with Jesus over creation.

In Christ, we are kings and priests. Hallelujah, what a truth and what a spiritual joy! It says: "You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (1 Peter 2:5-9). 

To understand how we have been made to be priests and kings, we need to understand how Jesus ‘married’ these two offices. Remember, in the Old Testament, the offices of the priest and the king were separated. This changed with the coming of Jesus, which was prophetically proclaimed in “Zachariah 6: 9 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 10 “Receive the gift from the captives—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have come from Babylon—and go the same day and enter the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah. 11 Take the silver and gold, make an elaborate crown, and set it on the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12 Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying: “Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, and He shall build the temple of the Lord; 13 Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord. He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule on His throne; so He shall be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” 

In verse 9, the Lord commands Zechariah to gather a group of exiles and take them to the house of Josiah. These exiles were responsible for providing costly resources, not for the temple, but for a crown. Verse 11 says, "Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, and set it on the head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest." Crowns were a sign of royalty worn by kings. But God's people didn't have a king at this time. They had a Persian-appointed governor, Zerubbabel. Yet, this crown wasn't placed on Zerubbabel's head. It was placed on the head of Joshua, the High Priest. The Lord is putting something that doesn't belong to the high priest on the head of the high priest! 

God prophetically communicated to His people a deeper truth here. This is the second time we've seen Joshua appear in the book of Zechariah. Chapter 3 shows Joshua standing before the Lord, clothed in dirty garments, next to Satan. The Lord acts on Joshua's behalf by silencing his accuser and cleansing him, removing his filthy garments and replacing them with clean garments.  This cleansing was symbolic of his sins (and the sins of God's people) being taken away. Their iniquity was removed, and they were clothed with pure and righteous garments. Oh yes, this surely points to the ministry of Jesus! John 1:29 proclaims, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

The Lord tells Joshua that he and his friends (the other priests) were a sign of his servant, the Branch that was to come. So, the presence of the priest was a glorious reminder to God's people that God would indeed send his servant the Branch one day in the future. So, if Joshua has already been identified as a sign of the branch to come, then he can't be the Branch who has come. God isn't anointing Joshua as king. Instead, He's making a symbolic declaration of what will happen in their future. In placing the crown on the High Priest's head, God is showing us how their future King would simultaneously carry out the work of the Great High Priest. The Branch will be the King of kings and the Great High Priest. The anointed King will also be the anointed Priest. The one who will sit on the throne will be the one who makes the once for all sacrifice for sins. The one who knew no sin will become sin so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Isaiah 53 says, “1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” Isaiah 11:1 explains the Branch more fully: “And there shall come forth a Rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” The Branch descends from the line of Jesse, the father of David. Jeremiah 23:5 and 33:15 both refer to “a Branch of righteousness” of Davidic lineage, and in Revelation 22:16 Jesus himself affirms, “I am the Root and the Offspring of David.” We find the clearest picture of God being the Vine in John 15.

Also read: 

Jeremiah 23:5 The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.”

Jeremiah 33:15: 'In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David's line; he will do what is just and right in the land.

Jesus being the Righteous and Glorious Branch was offered unto us as a King’s Ransom, just as the Lord offered the branch of salvation unto Noah. And as the Lord at the time made a covenant with mankind, so again He offers Jesus as the Branch of Reconciliation and Atonement, so that we can make a covenant with the Lord by Blood and Spirit. 

Jesus is the Righteous Branch. Glory to God! Jesus is the branch that has grown from the stump of Jesse and He is the vine, the Father the Gardener and we as the children of God are being grafted into the vine through His Blood. From this vine comes the glorious harvest of Jews and Gentiles who love and follow Him.

The Lord calls for the people to be grafted into the true vine by taking the offering of Jesus, the Righteous Branch, and coming under the shade and the protection and refuge of the King of kings. The Lord is calling for the people of the world, the lost and the needy and those in darkness - for all mankind - to make a choice and to come to the Lord. God the Father has offered up the Righteous Branch – Jesus – who died on the cross and this branch has been extended as a peace offering unto us all to reconcile with God and to enjoy the eternal life with Him in the New Jerusalem so that we may eat from the Tree of Life.

As this crown is being placed on Joshua's head, the LORD says, "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: for he shall branch out from his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord. It is he who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.'" Jesus is the Branch as King, descending from David, making righteous judgments, ruling, and causing peace and security. Thus Revelation 19:16 calls Him, "KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS."

In chapter 4, the LORD made it abundantly clear that Zerubbabel would be the one to complete the temple - "The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall complete it." So, God's people are literally building the temple under the supervision of their governor Zerubbabel. Yet, here we find the Lord promising that the Branch would build the temple of the Lord. This refers to Jesus establishing the eternal Kingdom – the royal priesthood of believers who are the temples in which the Holy Spirit dwells.  

So Jesus is the long-anticipated Branch who came to build this new temple of the Lord. And where Zerubbabel was responsible for constructing a temple that consisted of stones, Jesus came to build a temple without stones.  This also reminds us of how a crown of thorns was placed on the Lord’s head at His crucifixion. 

In the time of Jesus, many rejected the Lord as the Messiah. As God's people had been anticipating the arrival of the Branch, the Branch was standing before them. At the cross, we find Zechariah 6 beginning to be fulfilled. In John 2, after cleansing the temple, Jesus said to the Jews, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." Those words were initially confusing. But, after Jesus' death and resurrection, it became clear that Jesus wasn't referring to the temple building they were standing in; He was referring to His body.  If Jesus was God in the flesh, then the dwelling place of God was the body of Jesus. The body of Jesus was the manifestation of God's glory, the temple of God. So, on the cross, the temple of God was destroyed (just like Jesus said it would be). And it's at His resurrection that the temple was rebuilt. 

After Jesus rises, He ascends back to heaven. And the Father then sends another helper, the Holy Spirit, who would dwell within His people, making the people of God the temple of God. Jesus was coming to build a new and better temple than the one built by Zerubbabel! This coming temple was a spiritual temple not bound by a particular location. And, as we see in verse 13 of Zachariah 6, when He does, He will "sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both."

Throughout the Old Testament, we see that the office of priest and king were two separate offices that the same person could not fulfil. But, at the cross, we see that there will be peace between these two offices. There is peace between these offices because Jesus is both. The spotless lamb led to the slaughter is the all-powerful king who will reign forever. He is the one who made the perfect sacrifice for our sins, and he is also the one sitting on his throne in royal honour forever.

Revelation 15:3 says, “They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!” Jesus dies as the Lamb, fulfilling a priestly duty of becoming the last great High Priest as mediator between the Father and the royal priesthood. Yet He returns as a mighty king – the Lion of Judah (Revelation 19). Take note, chapter 19 still refers to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Jesus will always be the lamb that was slaughtered so that we may have life, but He is also the righteous King. 

A king is a leader of people and is in charge of the physical wellbeing, the rule of law and the safety of those in the kingdom. A priest is the spiritual servant of the people and is in charge of the spiritual wellbeing of the people. In Christ, we are kings and priests and we are to reign in life under the King of kings, Jesus. You can say Revelation 5:10 can read as follows: ‘You have made them kings and priests to our God and they reign on earth – they exercise the highest influence, power and authority to control on earth.’

Now, it may not seem like a big deal that the Branch is sitting in Zachariah 6. Hebrews 10:11 says, "And every Priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting for that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified." 

The fact that the branch is sitting is monumental! It reveals to us the reality that our salvation is secure. Jesus can sit because His work is complete. If your faith resides in Jesus, your salvation rests securely in the finished work of the cross. Your sins - past, present, future - have been atoned for. You can rest securely in the finished work of the cross. You can confidently submit to him as King, trusting that He's good because He's become the perfect sacrifice for your sins. 

It is the one who wore the crown of thorns that Revelation says we will lay our crowns before one day and declare, "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will, they existed and were created." (Revelation 4:11). Today, both Jew and Gentile believers are being joined together to be the temple of God (John 3:16). Together they are the dwelling place of God by the Spirit. God's predetermined plan was to use those who were far off to help build the temple of the Lord. God planned to dwell with and in His redeemed people from all over the world.

In one of several “trustworthy sayings” found throughout 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, the Apostle Paul outlines the incredible truth that those who persevere in faith are truly united to Christ and will live and reign with Him forever (2 Timothy 2:11–13). This is because the Lamb is also the King of kings. 

We may not often think of ourselves as kings who will rule over creation, but this consequence of our redemption flows directly from who the Lord made us to be and what salvation accomplishes in repairing His broken images. God made us to have dominion over creation, to rule it for His glory (Genesis 1:26–31). We forfeited our ability to fulfill this vocation in Adam, but Christ has succeeded in reigning over creation as the last Adam. In Him, we are now able once more to achieve our original purpose as righteous rulers of the world (Romans 5:12–21; Ephesians 2:1–7).

Luke 10:19 says, “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you,” and also “Matthew 28: 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Unto Jesus belongs all authority, as clearly outlined in the Lord’s Prayer. Such authority as a King He has entrusted to His disciples to act on His behalf as His representatives on earth. Luke 9:1 says, “Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.” You can only give something that you possess. Jesus as the King possesses ultimate power and authority over all.

We read in “John 17 “1 Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.” All authority has been given to Jesus, and the Lord grants us tow walk in such authority to glorify the Lord and finish the work set before all disciples (Matthew 28).

It says in “Matthew 7: 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” We also read the similar sentiment in “Mark 1:22: And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” and Luke 4:32 says “They were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority.” 

What gave Jesus’s message authority? It wasn’t His natural charisma. It wasn’t His booming voice. That’s not what gave His words authority. Big churches does not mean you stand in authority. Having written many books does not mean you speak in authority. Jesus’s teaching was rooted in God’s Word and nothing else. When the scribes taught in the synagogue, they just quoted one expert after another, one opinion after another, and one tradition after another. But Jesus spoke with the authority of God Himself. He spoke the living Word of God for He was the Word. He did not speak religion, or rehash the traditions of men, but spoke the Gospel of the Kingdom. It says in “Matthew 4:23: Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.” Yes, Jesus only taught the Kingdom, and not the kingdom of men, or the ideas of men, or the teachings or the philosophy of men, but the eternal truth as settled in heaven!

Authority comes from standing in relationship with God, thus abiding in God (John 15) and by abiding we carry the fruit of the Spirit. We cannot buy such authority. There is a saying that you must fake it until you make it. On earth, some in church circles are faking the “authority” and even making it. We can fool man, not God or the devil. God knows who walks in His authority. He knows who dwells in His glory.  

We are not called to abuse such authority and power for gain or exaltation, but to glorify God in fulfilling the Great Commission. For this Paul writes in “2 Corinthians 10: 12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the limits of the sphere which God appointed us—a sphere which especially includes you. 14 For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority did not extend to you), for it was to you that we came with the gospel of Christ; 15 not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men’s labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere, 16 to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s sphere of accomplishment. 17 But “he who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 18 For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.”

As kings in Christ, sin no longer has dominion over those who believe in Jesus, for we live in the gracious era in which we have been adopted as God’s children (Romans 6:14; Galatians 4:1–7). By the Spirit, we can now conquer sin and grow in holiness. We are also free from the Law. Forgiven in Christ, we may fulfil the royal law of liberty in serving our Creator (1 Peter 2:16; James 1:25). The truth that we are kings in Christ is not some idea conjured up to boost our self-esteem but a present reality that we will enjoy in its fullness at the resurrection of the dead. At that point, we will sit on thrones alongside our Savior and enjoy by grace what is His by right. Until then, we are to reign over our sinful passions, bringing our minds, wills, and affections into submission to Jesus by the power of the Spirit through His Word. 

When the Lord gave man dominion over the whole earth, He intended for mankind to reign in life on earth as children of God, reigning in His Kingdom – when Adam and Eve departed from the path of life to follow the devil’s words instead of God’s Word, death reigned through them from generation to generation. Jesus, the second Adam paid the price for all sin on Calvary, now every born again believer gets to reign in LIFE through Christ as was intended for Adam and Eve. 

By the abundance of His grace and the free gift of righteousness, we have been restored to the path of life, and now we can use our dominion authority for the Kingdom of God as His loving hand extended to a lost and dying world. Therefore, we are kings called to walk in God’s authority. Take note, this is not our authority or power. In scripture, Jesus says what His priorities as King of kings are (which also determines our scope and parameters of authority):

John 10:10 “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” Jesus came to earth to give His children a fully satisfied, blessed, anointed life of success, abundance, health, joy and peace. We are to continually decree and proclaim abundant life by the anointing as a royal priesthood, in Jesus Name!

John 12:46 “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” 1 John 3:8 says, “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” All darkness and every work of the devil is destroyed in Christ, including sickness, fear, deception, poverty, suffering, shame, condemnation, sin and the power of sin. We are to decree and to proclaim “life and light” wherever we go. We are to proclaim an end to all darkness and total destruction of all works of the devil in our families, our communities and in our nations. 

John 18:37 “For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.” We are to use our dominion authority in Christ as a royal priesthood to destroy every lie and to proclaim the TRUTH. We must proclaim the Word, proclaim the good news, decree freedom and expose every lie in Jesus' Name!

What happens when we make a decree according to the word? The Holy Spirit moves. As we proclaim and make decrees, the Holy Spirit moves. We do so in the authority of Christ, not our authority. Christ was a person of infinite majesty. It is he that is spoken of in Psalm 45:3. "Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty." He inhabits eternity, His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and of whose dominion there is no end. We must proclaim His majesty!

Another translation of 1 Peter 2:9 is as follows: “But you are a chosen family, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” The word here translated “proclaim” means to advertise or to publish. It has the meaning of telling something otherwise unknown. And what do “excellencies” mean? Literally, in the Greek, it means the ability to do heroic deeds. We as disciples have the privilege of telling the world something it would not know otherwise: that God can do heroic things. He has the ability to do mighty and powerful acts! 

It’s a great privilege to be chosen as an ambassador of the living God, who has the ability to do heroic deeds on the scale of miracles. We shall serve a mighty God as priests and kings to His service! We are ambassadors for Christ. We have been given the Holy Spirit, and now we are witnesses unto Him. What an image we have seen in each of these privileges! And there’s only one reason why we have them: because we’re in Christ. We are in union with God because we are in Christ, and Christ is one with God. We have access to the Father and access into His glorious presence because we have access through Christ. We are secure in our relationship to God because we are in Christ, and He is secure in His relationship to God. We have affection for the Lord, we love God, because we’ve first been loved in Christ.

Yet, it remains so important as disciples of God that we remain and abide in the Lord. 2 Kings 11: 2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the king’s sons who were being put to death, and she put him and his nurse in a bedroom. Thus they hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not put to death. 3And he remained with her six years, hidden in the house of the LORD, while Athaliah reigned over the land. 4 But in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of the Carites and of the guards, and had them come to him in the house of the LORD. And he made a covenant with them and put them under oath in the house of the LORD, and he showed them the king’s son.”

2 Kings 11 tells the story of the Athaliah, the mother of the slain and evil king Ahaziah of Judah, who murdered the royal household to gain power for herself. Here we have a false authority in action and an example of someone walking not in the true office of the king. Yet the true king, Joash, was hidden to protect him from murder and at the appointed time he was anointed king by a priest, Jehoiada. 

As soon as Joash was proclaimed the rightful king, there was an outcry and Athaliah, the false one, was put to death. And what happened when the rightful place of the king and the priest was in operation?  “17 And Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people, that they should be the LORD’s people, and also between the king and the people. 18Then all the people of the land went to the house of Baal and tore it down; his altars and his images they broke in pieces, and they killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest posted watchmen over the house of the LORD. 19And he took the captains, the Carites, the guards, and all the people of the land, and they brought the king down from the house of the LORD, marching through the gate of the guards to the king’s house. And he took his seat on the throne of the kings. 20So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet after Athaliah had been put to death with the sword at the king’s house.”

Let us understand that we Joash was hidden for a while before taking his rightful place. So was Moses (king’s office) hidden for a while (40 years in the desert) before taking his place and so was Jesus spared from death for a while before taking his place. David was also hidden among his brothers before taking up the throne so was Joseph, yet they all took their rightful place as kings. At the appointed time of the Lord’s time, the New Covenant was revealed and the hidden mystery was unveiled – all believers are called to function as kings and priests.

If abide not in Christ, we take up false authority and a false priesthood. There has been a proliferation of false priests and kings in the church of late, simply because many do not even know the Lord or abide not in Him. Those who walk with god in Spirit and truth walk in His true authority and as true priests. 

Remember, the only reason we are elected is because we are elected in Christ. We are chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. Our dominion is because we reign with Christ. We are only holy because we are in Him. We are only the possession of God because we are in Christ, who is God’s own Son. We are only in the light because we are in Him who is the light. We have compassion from God only because Jesus Christ died for us, and because of that God can love us in Christ and give us mercy. We can only proclaim God’s Excellences when it is the power of Christ in us proclaiming through us. So, we have amazing privileges. And we only have them because we’re in Christ. Indeed, we have been made kings and queens of an excellent God!

Old Testament priests were chosen by God, not self-appointed; and they were chosen for a purpose: to serve God with their lives by offering up sacrifices. The priesthood served as a picture or "type" of the coming ministry of Jesus Christ - a picture that was then no longer needed once His sacrifice on the cross was completed. When the thick temple veil that covered the doorway to the Holy of Holies was torn in two by God at the time of Christ’s death (Matthew 27:51), God was indicating that the Old Testament priesthood was no longer necessary. Now people could come directly to God through the great High Priest, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:14-16). There are now no earthly mediators between God and man as existed in the Old Testament priesthood (1 Timothy 2:5).

Christ our High Priest has made one sacrifice for sin for all time (Hebrews 10:12), and there is no more sacrifice for sin that can be made (Hebrews 10:26). But as priests once offered other kinds of sacrifices in the temple, so it is clear from 1 Peter 2 that God has chosen Christians "to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." This is our priesthood. 

1 Peter 2 speaks of two aspects of the priesthood of the believer. The first is that believers are privileged. To be chosen by God to be a priest was a privilege. All believers have been chosen by God: a "chosen generation...His own special people" (verse 9). In the Old Testament tabernacle and temple, there were places where only the priests could go. Into the Holy of Holies, behind a thick veil, only the High Priest could go, and that only once a year on the Day of Atonement when he made a sin offering on behalf of all of the people. But as mentioned above, because of Jesus’ death upon the cross of Calvary, all believers now have direct access to the throne of God through Jesus Christ our great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16). What a privilege to be able to access the very throne of God directly, not through any earthly priest. When Christ returns and the New Jerusalem comes to earth (Revelation 21), believers will see God face-to-face and will serve Him there (Revelation 22:3-4) Again, what a privilege especially for us who were once "not a people" ... "without hope" ... destined for destruction because of our sin.

The second aspect of the believer’s priesthood is that we are chosen for a purpose: to offer up spiritual sacrifices (see Hebrews 13:15-16 for example) and to proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. Thus, by both life (1 Peter 2:5; Titus 2:11-14; Ephesians 2:10) and by word (1 Peter 2:9; 3:15), our purpose is to serve God. As the believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), so God has called us to serve Him from our hearts by first of all offering our lives as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2). One day we will be serving God in eternity (Revelation 22:3-4), but not in any temple, for "the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple" (Revelation 21:22). As the Old Testament priesthood was to be free of defilement, as symbolized by being ceremonially clean, so has Christ made us holy positionally before the Father. He calls on us to live holy lives that we might also be a "holy priesthood" (1 Peter 2:5).

In summary, believers are called "kings and priests" and a "royal priesthood" as a reflection of their privileged status as heirs to the kingdom of the Almighty God and of the Lamb. Because of this privileged closeness with God, no other earthly mediator is necessary. Believers are called by God to serve Him by offering up spiritual sacrifices, therefore, being a people zealous for good works. As priests of the living God, we are all to give praise to the One who has given us the great gift of His Son’s sacrifice on our behalf, and in response, to share this wonderful grace with others. Yet, we also walk in the authority of the King, and this is why we are priests and kings. This doesn’t mean we are THE king – meaning gods of masters of our lives – but we serve the Kingdom of God as co-heirs. 

Praise the Lord, for in Christ the offices of the Kings and Priests in complete harmony have been restored. For neither of the two offices carry a greater burden, yet each plays a significant role in partnership to achieve the will and purpose of the Lord. Without the offices of the king and the priests working together, then the complete, perfect, united and corporate working of the Lord shall not be accomplished. As we walk in the fullness of Christ as priests and kinds, we then walk in God’s intended authority, anointing and power.

Take a moment to consider the massive impact that the office of the king and priest, who works together, had in the Kingdom and on earth (just a few examples) when studying the Old Testament:

* Abraham did not function alone. He stood in the office of the King and was supported by Melkezidek, who was the priest. Jesus was later referred to as standing as the High Priest in the office of Melkezidek.

* It is believed that during the days of Eli (the priest), who raised Samuel, that the judges (the kings) were in operation, and most notably, Samson.

* When Moses (functioning as a king) confronted Ramses and led the people out of Egypt, he was aided and assisted by Aaron, who became the high priest.

* When Joshua went into the Promised Land, the order of the priesthood was functioning completely and in unity with the office of the King.

* In the days of Samuel (priest), there was Saul (the king). We see the perfect example of where the true partnership between king and priest faded when Saul acted as a priest instead of waiting for Samuel to arrive to do the priestly duty.

* In the days of David, first Samuel and then a host of other priests, such as Zadok, served alongside him. When David brought back the Ark of the Covenant, he realised the glory of the Lord must be ushered in as by the instruction of the priest. David, as the king, worked with the priests.

* In the days when Israel came out of Egypt, the governor (a type of king) was Nehemiah and the priest was Ezra. Later on, the priest was Joshua and the governor Zerubbabel.

In the days of Israel at the time of Jesus, we find there was a false partnership of rule and priesthood, when Herod was the governor and the Pharisees and Sadducees attempted to be righteous priests. This partnership of the true sons and daughters who stand in the offices are now being restored. In these end days of peril and strife, God is restoring true discipleship. Those in false positions and offices will be brought low. True authority is being restored.

As a ‘royal priesthood’ we share the office of king and of priest. All authority was given to Jesus and now, in Christ, we reign in life with Him in all authority as kings and as priests. We are part of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a [special] people for God’s own possession, so that we may proclaim the excellencies [the wonderful deeds and virtues and perfections] of Jesus. 

The Greek word translated as ‘excellencies’ is ‘arête’ – meaning ‘the fulfilment of the most important purpose or function’. We are to proclaim and decree the mission of Jesus into fulfilment as kings and priests, therefore, in His authority and service to the Kingdom!

We can only be effective disciples if we understand the concept of being a king and priest as a disciple of God. We are never to move away from the source of our salvation or Lordship, for then we move into false authority and priesthood. We after all see a false priesthood in operation where man wants to be a mediator of the Covenant, instead of Christ. 

We are false priests if we think we can pardon sin, or when we want to take a higher seat than Jesus. All power, authority and dominion belong to Christ. We will be wise to remember this truth. May we yield and submit to His Lordship to be disciples who please the Father. Son and Holy Spirit.
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God’s original intent as kings and priests
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From the beginning, God never intended separation between authority (king) and intimacy (priest). Adam in Eden served in kingship (had dominion, Genesis 1:26), but also walked as a priest (walked with God in fellowship). The fall didn’t just remove authority, it broke intimacy.  

In Israel, these roles were divided. Kings were involved in government (such as Saul and David), while the priests ministered to God (descendants of Levi). Human weakness could not safely carry both authority and holiness together. Power without intimacy becomes corruption, and intimacy without authority becomes passivity. Everything changes in Jesus Christ. He is King of kings (authority) and High Priest (intimacy before the Father). In Him, the two roles are perfectly united. Jesus didn’t just demonstrate this; He imparts it to you. Be reminded of Revelation 1:6 (made us kings and priests), so this is not one or the other; it is both simultaneously.

The King (authority dimension) represents dominion, governance, spiritual authority, and enforcement of God’s will. You function as a ‘king’ when you take authority over fear, sin, and darkness; speak and declare truth; and establish order where there is chaos. This is an outward expression. The Priest (intimacy dimension) represents worship, communion with God, intercession, and sensitivity to His presence. You function as a priest when you pray deeply and intimately, worship and minister to God, and listen and receive from Him. This is an upward connection.

We connect to the identity of being kings and priests of God’s Kingdom, serving under God’s rule and reign, when we abide in Jesus. 

Once we abide in the Lord, yielded and submitted, our kingship identity is restored. We are no longer slaves. We are no longer victims. We know who we are in Christ, for in Jesus we become co-heirs to the eternal Kingdom!

A king without the priest operates in “authority” but lacks God’s presence. It becomes dry, harsh, and controlling. This leads to burnout, pride, and spiritual emptiness. A priest without the king means a life deeply rooted in prayer but passive in life, while also avoiding confrontation and authority. It results in stagnation and lack of impact. The priest fuels the king, and the king expresses the priest. You can say intimacy gives authority its power, and authority gives intimacy its impact.

It is good to start in the morning as a priest before you act as a king. This means worship, surrender, and listen. Ask God to fill you before you represent Him. Now step into authority: speak truth, make decisions aligned with God, and stand against spiritual opposition. In Christ, you carry Heaven’s authority, so move constantly between listening (priest) and acting (king). This is spiritual maturity: not just doing for God, but moving with Him. At night, return as a priest. Reflect, repent if needed, and give thanks. Close the day in intimacy, not performance.

Priest activation prayer:

“Father, draw me into Your presence. Let me hear Your voice clearly. Make my heart sensitive to You.”

King activation declaration:

“Through Jesus Christ, I walk in authority. I take dominion over fear, lies, and darkness. I establish God’s will in my life today.”

Combined activation:

“Father, as I come near to You, establish Your authority through me. Let intimacy produce dominion, and dominion reflect Your heart.”

The ultimate goal is this: you don’t just visit God’s presence (priest), you don’t just exercise authority (king), but you become a dwelling place that carries both. A true king–priest kneels before God in private, stands with authority in public, carries heaven within, and releases heaven without.

Stepping into kingship position

THIS IS WHERE MANY believers struggle: they pray toward God instead of living and operating from where God has already placed them. Ephesians 2:6 tells us we are seated with Him in heavenly places in Christ. Through Jesus Christ, you are not spiritually below, trying to reach God. You are seated with Him. This means you operate from rest, not panic; from authority, not begging; from victory, not defeat.

In the Old Testament, only priests could enter the Holy of Holies. But through Jesus Christ, we are told to boldly come to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16). Not fearfully. Not occasionally. Boldly and continually. This is priestly access. The throne room represents God’s absolute authority, His presence, and His government and decisions. Isaiah 6 speaks of God high and lifted up, while Revelation 4 speaks of the throne, worship, and glory. The throne is not just a place, it’s a realm of rulership and presence.

We are seated with Christ, which means shared authority. Where Jesus Christ sits determines where you operate. He is seated above all (Ephesians 1:21). Therefore, you are positioned above fear, above demonic influence, and above circumstances (spiritually speaking). This is kingly authority from a heavenly position. You are a king exercising authority, a priest ministering before God. You are seated (resting in finished work) and active (enforcing God’s will). Rest and authority are not opposites, they are partners.

Operating from the throne room means shifting your mindset. Stop thinking: “I need to get God to act”. Start thinking: “God has already established His authority, so I align and release it.” You are not trying to move heaven; you are moving from heaven. You don’t access the throne through effort; you enter through relationship.

Practice:

• Worship until your awareness shifts

• Become conscious of His presence

• Quiet your mind and listen

This is not imagination, it's spiritual awareness.

From the throne. problems look smaller, truth becomes clearer, and fear loses its voice. Ask: “God, how do You see this situation?” Kings make decisions from perspective, not pressure. Once aligned, you don’t beg, you declare, “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done.” Instead of “God, please fix this,” say “I align with God’s will. Peace, be established here.” You are enforcing heaven’s reality. You act externally, but internally, you remain at rest. Because the victory is already secured through Jesus Christ.

Powerful throne room prayer:

“Father, I thank You that through Jesus Christ, I am seated with You in heavenly places. I come boldly before Your throne, not as a stranger, but as Your child.

“Let my eyes see from Your perspective. Let my heart align with Your will. From this place of authority, I declare: Your Kingdom come, Your will be done in my life, my home, and every situation I face.

“I refuse fear. I reject confusion. I stand in the finished work of Christ. Teach me to live from the throne, not strive toward it.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Most believers live like this: earth trying to reach Heaven. The truth is, it is heaven expressing into earth. You are not fighting for position; you are living from position. We don’t pray from earth trying to reach God; we live from heaven enforcing His will.
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Kingship and spiritual warfare
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We’re not going into hype or paranoia here. In biblical terms, warfare is about enforcing what has already been established through Christ, so the decisive victory is already secured. Colossians 2:15 says He disarmed principalities and powers. John 19:30 says, "It is finished”. You are not fighting for victory; you are enforcing a finished victory. This changes everything: warfare is not panic, it administration of Christ’s authority.

According to Ephesians 2:6, you do not fight from the ground up, but you engage from above, with authority. Earth-based warfare is fear-driven, reactive, and an emotional struggle. Throne-room warfare is calm authority, discernment-led, and command-based. The Bible clarifies in Ephesians 6:12 that we fight not flesh and blood. You are not fighting people, circumstances, and physical situations. You are dealing with influences, deception, and resistance to God’s will.

The 3 levels of spiritual engagement

Level 1: Discernment (priestly function)

You perceive what is happening spiritually. This means you are sensitive to the spiritual atmosphere, aware of deception or resistance, and quietly listening before reacting. This is where most warfare is actually won or lost.

Level 2: Authority (kingly function)

You enforce God’s order. This means you speak truth, you reject lies, and you command alignment with God’s will. You say, “This confusion must cease”, or “Peace, be established in Jesus’ name”.

Level 3: Intercession (throne alignment)

You stand in agreement with Heaven. You don’t initiate, you align. You don’t manipulate, you partner. Through Jesus Christ, you agree with what God is already doing, and release heaven’s will into situations.

The role of the king–priest in warfare functions in two flows. As the priest, you hear God, sense direction, and stay aligned. Then, as the king, you speak, decree and enforce. If you reverse it, warfare becomes noise. If you align it, warfare becomes authority.

Spiritual warfare is not emotional struggle, a constant battle mindset, and a fear of darkness. It is governmental alignment, discerned authority, and peaceful enforcement of heaven’s rule. From the throne, you discern heaven’s will, then align with it to enforce it on earth through Christ’s authority. Everything flows from one truth: through Jesus Christ, you are already secured in salvation, positioned in authority, and protected in God’s care. Warfare is not your identity, but Christ is your identity. Colossians 3:3 says, “Your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

If “warfare” becomes your focus instead of Christ, you lose stability. Spiritual maturity is not how much you “sense”, its how accurately you discern. Biblical discernment means knowing truth from deception, recognizing spiritual influence vs emotional reaction, testing everything against Scripture.  1 John 4:1 says, “Test the spirits.”

Before reacting spiritually, always ask: Is it from God, is it from self?, or is it external influence? Mature believers don’t react, they discern first. From my seat in Christ, one can discern clearly, respond wisely, and remain at rest in His authority.

Practical warfare prayer model

“Father, I come before You through Jesus Christ. I take my
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