
  
    
      
    
  



Francis Parkman


France and England in North America (Vol. 1-7)

Enriched edition. Collected Historical Narratives
In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Imogen Whitfield
Edited and published by Good Press, 2023


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 8596547785231
  


    Table of Contents

    
    
        Introduction

    

    
    
        Synopsis (Selection)

    

    
    
        Historical Context

    

    
    
        Author Biography

    

    
    
        France and England in North America (Vol. 1-7)

    

    
    
        Analysis

    

    
    
        Reflection

    

    
    
        Memorable Quotes

    

    


Introduction




Table of Contents




    Between forest chapels and stockaded forts, Francis Parkman charts the fierce and protracted contest by which France and England sought to write their power, faith, and commerce across a vast and demanding North American landscape.

This seven-volume saga is considered a classic because it marries meticulous scholarship with a sweeping narrative imagination that set the standard for American historical writing. Parkman’s pages read with the drive of an epic while staying anchored in documentary evidence, a combination that influenced the development of narrative history and literary nonfiction. His synthesis of political, military, religious, and environmental strands created a model for telling big, consequential stories without sacrificing texture. The work’s longevity owes much to its scope—centuries of exploration and conflict—and its stylistic force, which has kept it in print and in scholarly and popular conversations since the nineteenth century.

Francis Parkman (1823–1893) wrote France and England in North America between 1865 and 1892, publishing the component volumes over nearly three decades. The series comprises Pioneers of France in the New World (1865), The Jesuits in North America in the Seventeenth Century (1867), La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West (1869), The Old Régime in Canada (1874), Count Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV (1877), Montcalm and Wolfe (1884), and A Half-Century of Conflict (1892). Together they trace the rivalry of two European powers and their allies, following explorers, missionaries, traders, and soldiers as they forge, test, and reimagine empires in unfamiliar terrain.

Parkman conceived the project as a coherent narrative arc rather than a mere compilation of episodes. Beginning with tentative landfalls and fragile settlements, he follows the gradual articulation of colonial systems, the complex diplomacy with Indigenous nations, and the mounting series of wars that defined the eighteenth century. His purpose is neither to write a dry chronicle nor to romanticize the past, but to dramatize the interplay of character, policy, belief, and geography. Without preempting the story’s turns, it is clear from the outset that competing visions of society, faith, and commerce collide repeatedly, and that rivers, forests, and winter itself act as decisive protagonists.

The series rests on extensive archival research in French and English sources, including official correspondence, memoirs, and missionary reports, and on Parkman’s visits to historical sites in North America and Europe. Despite periods of serious ill health and impaired vision, he pursued evidence with tenacity, checking claims against parallel accounts and annotating points of debate. He aimed to make original documents speak within a carefully constructed narrative frame, allowing readers to hear the voices of administrators, voyageurs, and clergy while keeping the argument clear. That blend of empirical rigor and scene-building helped establish the work’s authority and gave later historians a benchmark for documentary storytelling.

Parkman’s prose brings people, places, and institutions into sharp relief. He paints landscapes with an almost tactile immediacy, treats policy as a drama of personalities and structures, and crafts set pieces that illuminate larger forces at work. The result is a history that remembers weather, distance, and logistics as seriously as creeds and decrees. He sketches explorers and governors with psychological economy and attends to the ritual and rhetoric of missionary enterprise. Across the series, pacing alternates between panoramic surveys and close-up episodes, yielding a rhythm that holds attention while clarifying cause and consequence without reducing complexity to a single thread.

As a landmark in American historiography, the series influenced how subsequent writers approached early North America: as a stage where cultures, economies, and ecologies interlocked rather than as a narrow military ledger. Its longevity in classrooms, libraries, and general readership stems from the way it makes long-ago debates intelligible and urgent. Writers of narrative history have looked to Parkman for lessons in scene, characterization, and the integration of sources into a propulsive story. While interpretations have been revised by later scholarship, the work’s ambition and craft retain their magnetism, demonstrating how a historian can hold breadth and depth in balance over thousands of pages.

Each volume advances the larger story by focusing on a distinctive facet. The early book on pioneers maps first ventures and fragile footholds; the study of the Jesuits probes missions and cultural encounter in the seventeenth century; the La Salle volume follows bold exploration and the reach for continental networks. The Old Régime in Canada examines institutions, social order, and everyday life under royal direction, while the Frontenac study explores leadership, policy, and conflict at the height of Louis XIV’s influence. A Half-Century of Conflict surveys recurrent wars and shifting alliances, and Montcalm and Wolfe gathers the threads into the climactic mid-eighteenth-century campaigns.

Running through the series is a sustained comparison of imperial systems and sensibilities. Parkman contrasts centralized administration with local initiative, religious universalism with commercial pluralism, ceremonial diplomacy with market exchange, and seigneurial patterns with settler dispersion. He shows how geography—river corridors, portage routes, mountain passes—channeled ambition and constrained power, making logistics as decisive as ideology. The theme of mediation is constant: priests translate across worlds, traders negotiate between scarcity and desire, and Indigenous leaders navigate overlapping sovereignties. These comparisons do not flatten difference; they accumulate into a portrait of rival projects whose strengths and weaknesses are revealed under the pressures of distance, climate, and time.

Contemporary readers will recognize both the value and the limitations of a nineteenth-century lens. Parkman devotes sustained attention to Indigenous nations as diplomatic and military actors, drawing on available sources to reconstruct alliances and strategies. At the same time, his portrayals reflect biases of his era and archive, and modern scholarship has broadened, corrected, and diversified these perspectives. Reading the series critically—alongside newer studies and Indigenous histories—heightens its usefulness: one can appreciate the narrative architecture and documentary reach while interrogating assumptions, noticing silences, and situating the work within the evolving understanding of North America’s many peoples and polities.

The relevance of Parkman’s enterprise endures because the questions it raises remain alive: How do institutions adapt across distance? What happens when spiritual, commercial, and political aims intersect? How do landscapes shape policy, and how do policies reshape landscapes? The series offers context for borderlands, migration, religious pluralism, and resource competition, topics that continue to animate public debate. It models a way of reading archives against the grain of terrain and logistics, reminding us that ideas travel along rivers and roads—and stall in snow. Its narrative energy also makes it an inviting entry point for readers encountering this era for the first time.

In sum, France and England in North America (Vol. 1–7) endures for its grand design, narrative verve, and sustained engagement with the forces that molded a continent. Parkman gathers exploration, mission, governance, war, and everyday life into a coherent story that is both panoramic and precise. The themes he pursues—rival visions of order, the trial of distance, the ethics of encounter—speak across time, while the craft of his storytelling holds attention page after page. For contemporary audiences, the series remains a compelling, challenging, and illuminating companion, a classic whose lasting appeal lies in the clarity with which it renders complexity.
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    Francis Parkman’s seven-volume series France and England in North America traces the contest between French and English powers for control of the continent from early exploration to the fall of New France in 1763. Drawing on journals, official papers, and travel narratives, the work follows explorers, missionaries, soldiers, administrators, and Indigenous nations as they form alliances, wage wars, and build settlements. The narrative proceeds chronologically, moving from tentative voyages and fragile outposts to organized colonies and imperial warfare. Spanning the St Lawrence, Great Lakes, Mississippi, and Atlantic seaboard, the series highlights geography, strategy, commerce, and diplomacy as decisive forces shaping outcomes.

Pioneers of France in the New World surveys the first French ventures in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. It recounts Verrazzano’s and Cartier’s voyages, Roberval’s failed plans, and the brief Huguenot footholds in Florida under Ribault and Laudonniere, ended by Spanish intervention under Menendez. The narrative then turns to Samuel de Champlain, whose leadership and alliances established Quebec in 1608 and gave New France a durable base along the St Lawrence. Early trade patterns, especially furs, and relations with neighboring Indigenous nations frame the fragile beginnings of settlement, setting the stage for later institutional consolidation and continental ambitions.

The Jesuits in North America examines Catholic missionary work among Indigenous nations in the seventeenth century. Jesuit priests, learning local languages and customs, recorded encounters in the Relations, which document beliefs, diplomacy, and conflict. The missions focused on Huron and Algonquin communities, while the Iroquois Wars transformed the region through shifting alliances, raids, and captive exchanges. Epidemics and warfare undermined mission villages, and several missionaries died during this turmoil. The volume emphasizes the religious, political, and cultural dimensions of mission activity and its influence on colonial policy, even as the mission network contracted and its centers of influence moved or disappeared.

La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West follows Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, as he advances French reach into the interior. Building on posts at the St Lawrence and Great Lakes, La Salle and associates such as Henri de Tonty push through the Illinois country to the Mississippi. In 1682 he descends the river to the Gulf of Mexico, claiming Louisiana for France and sketching a continental strategy linking Canada to the lower Mississippi. His subsequent colonization attempt misses the river and lands on the Texas coast, ending in failure, yet the geographic vision and claims endure.

The Old Regime in Canada analyzes the institutions and society of New France under Louis XIV. Parkman outlines the seigneurial land system, relations among governor, intendant, and bishop, and the roles of Jesuits, Sulpicians, and parish clergy. Policies shaped by Colbert and royal officials sought to manage trade, population growth, and defense. The economy rested on agriculture and the fur trade, with limited immigration and regulated commerce. Town life in Quebec, Montreal, and Trois Rivieres, militia organization, and frontier fortifications reveal a centralized, small settler society reliant on alliances and royal support, facing geographic dispersion and chronic security demands.

Count Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV centers on the governorship of Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac. It follows his promotion of western expansion through coureurs de bois and fort building, his disputes with ecclesiastical authorities, and his management of war with the Iroquois Confederacy. With the outbreak of King William’s War, French and allied Indigenous forces raid English frontiers, while an English expedition against Quebec in 1690 is repelled. Frontenac’s leadership stabilizes defenses, encourages alliances, and maintains French positions until peace returns with the Treaty of Ryswick, though the colony remains exposed to renewed imperial rivalry.

A Half-Century of Conflict covers the period from roughly 1700 to 1748, marked by recurrent border wars. During Queen Anne’s War, fighting along the New England and Acadian frontiers culminates in the capture of Port Royal and the cession of Acadia to Britain. Subsequent decades see raids, fortifications, and diplomacy involving Abenaki and other nations. The French build Louisbourg to protect their Atlantic routes, and in King George’s War New England forces seize the fortress in 1745. The Treaty of Aix la Chapelle restores it to France, leaving underlying tensions unresolved and the balance of power unsettled along a militarized frontier.

Montcalm and Wolfe narrates the Seven Years’ War in North America, often called the French and Indian War. Early French successes at frontier forts and campaigns along the lakes are followed by a British strategic shift under Pitt, leveraging naval power and larger armies. Key operations include the struggles for Oswego, Fort William Henry, Louisbourg, Ticonderoga, and the St Lawrence corridor. The Quebec campaign features opposing commanders Montcalm and Wolfe, logistical constraints, and crucial naval support. With Montreal’s capitulation, French authority in Canada ends. The Treaty of Paris formalizes Britain’s control, reshaping territorial boundaries and the imperial order on the continent.

Across the series, Parkman presents the rivalry as a contest of systems, geographies, and alliances. French imperial policy emphasized centralized administration, the fur trade, and strategic partnerships with Indigenous nations, while the English colonies grew through dispersed settlement, commerce, and maritime strength. Repeated wars tested fort networks, supply lines, and diplomacy, culminating in British dominance after 1760. The overarching message is that exploration, mission work, and military campaigns combined to determine political control and cultural influence across vast regions. By following events in sequence, the work connects local episodes to imperial decisions and clarifies how North America’s early modern order emerged.
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    Francis Parkman’s multivolume narrative unfolds across the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries, when North America became a continental theater for European imperial rivalry. The period spans from Jacques Cartier’s voyages in the 1530s to the Treaty of Paris in 1763, encompassing the rise and fall of New France and the ascent of British power. It is an era defined by mercantilism, confessional conflict between Catholic and Protestant states, and the decisive role of Indigenous nations in diplomacy, war, and trade. Parkman situates events along river corridors and forested frontiers where small garrisons, missionary outposts, and trading posts linked vast spaces and competing sovereignties.

Geographically, the narrative moves along the St. Lawrence, the Great Lakes, Hudson Bay, Acadia, New England, the Ohio Country, and the Mississippi Valley to the Gulf of Mexico. Place governs strategy: fortified towns like Quebec and Louisbourg control gateways; portages knit together canoe routes; winters dictate campaigns and survival. The book is set within the administrative worlds of Bourbon absolutism and English colonial self-government, interacting with the complex politics of the Haudenosaunee, Wendat, Abenaki, Mi’kmaq, and many others. Parkman reads the continent as a map of rival empires and native confederacies whose alliances, trade networks, and raids shaped outcomes as much as European policy did.

Early French ventures began with Jacques Cartier’s expeditions (1534–1542) to the St. Lawrence and Jean-François de La Roque de Roberval’s abortive colonization. Far to the south, French Huguenots under Jean Ribault and René Goulaine de Laudonnière founded Fort Caroline in Florida (1564), only to be destroyed by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, who established St. Augustine (1565) and massacred the French garrisons. These episodes anchored French and Spanish claims and reflected the Reformation’s violent stakes. Parkman’s Pioneers of France in the New World reconstructs these early failures and rivalries from Spanish and French sources, treating them as prologue to the more durable St. Lawrence settlements.

Samuel de Champlain founded Quebec in 1608 after the Port Royal experiment in Acadia (1604–1607) under Pierre du Gua de Monts. Champlain forged alliances with the Algonquin and Wendat and fought the Mohawk near Lake Champlain in 1609 and joined a 1615 campaign against an Iroquois palisaded town, inaugurating a century of conflict with the Haudenosaunee. The fur trade powered settlement, and missionary zeal accompanied it. Parkman, drawing on Champlain’s narratives and colonial records, uses these events to show how geography, alliance, and immediate military commitments shaped the character of New France more than royal plans conceived across the Atlantic.

Jesuit missions among the Huron-Wendat, Algonquin, and other nations expanded after 1634, with figures such as Jean de Brébeuf, Gabriel Lalemant, and Isaac Jogues chronicled in the Jesuit Relations. Epidemics, shifting trade, and Iroquois war pressure devastated Huronia; in 1649 the mission center Sainte-Marie among the Hurons was abandoned and destroyed, and Brébeuf and Lalemant were killed. Jogues had earlier been captured and martyred (1646). The wars displaced allies and reconfigured the interior. Parkman’s The Jesuits in North America portrays the missions’ heroism and limits, using the Relations to narrate cultural encounter, martyrs’ cults, and the strategic entanglement of faith with commerce and war.

The Beaver Wars (c. 1640–1701) saw the Haudenosaunee expand against Huron, Erie (defeated in the 1650s), and other groups to dominate the midcontinent fur trade, aided first by Dutch firearms from Fort Orange and later by English trade. French ventures, including the ill-fated Onondaga mission (1650s) and the 1660 Long Sault stand led by Adam Dollard des Ormeaux, reflected crisis. The Carignan-Salières Regiment arrived in 1665, built forts along the Richelieu, and forced peace with the Mohawk (1667). The Great Peace of Montreal (1701) ended many conflicts among 39 nations. Parkman integrates these wars as the structural backdrop to every campaign, treaty, and exploration he recounts.

The Old Regime in Canada emerged as a royal colony in 1663 after the collapse of the Company of One Hundred Associates (founded 1627). Intendant Jean Talon (1665–1672) advanced settlement through seigneurial grants, the filles du roi program (about 770 women, 1663–1673), and diversification of production. Bishop Laval consolidated ecclesiastical authority; religious orders ran schools and hospitals. The 1666 census counted about 3,200 colonists; by 1760, roughly 70,000 lived in Canada, still dwarfed by English colonies. Parkman’s The Old Regime in Canada examines seigneurial obligations, militia service, and centralized administration, arguing that paternalism and monopoly fostered social cohesion but constrained economic initiative and political autonomy.

Under Louis XIV, governors and intendants contested policy and patronage. Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac, governed 1672–1682 and 1689–1698, navigating fur trade politics, clerical opposition, and frontier war. After the 1689 Lachine raid by Iroquois warriors, he unleashed offensive raids into New England, including the 1690–1691 attacks on Schenectady, Salmon Falls, and Casco. That same year Sir William Phips briefly took Port Royal but failed before Quebec, where Frontenac famously defied his summons. Parkman’s Count Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV dramatizes these episodes, depicting statecraft, personal rivalries, and small-unit warfare as determinants of survival in a thinly peopled colony.

Exploration extended New France to the Mississippi basin. In 1673 Louis Jolliet and Father Jacques Marquette traced the Mississippi as far as the Arkansas. René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, secured Fort Frontenac (1670s), built Fort Crèvecoeur (1680) and Fort St. Louis, and in 1682 descended to the Gulf of Mexico, claiming Louisiana for Louis XIV. His 1685 attempt to plant a colony at Matagorda Bay in Texas faltered; he was murdered by mutineers in 1687. Parkman’s La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West reconstructs these ventures from letters and testimony, emphasizing logistics, personality, and the precarious chain of forts linking the interior.

The northern theater pitted New France against the Hudson’s Bay Company (chartered 1670) and New England. Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville’s campaigns captured English posts on Hudson Bay and raided Newfoundland (1696–1697), culminating in the naval Battle of Hudson’s Bay (1697) and the fall of York Factory. He also led the siege of Pemaquid in 1696 with Baron de Saint-Castin. The Treaty of Ryswick (1697) restored many conquests but not the strategic balance. Parkman threads these episodes through the Frontenac and Half-Century of Conflict volumes to illustrate maritime-privateering warfare and the economic stakes of beaver-rich drainage basins.

Queen Anne’s War (War of the Spanish Succession, 1702–1713) brought frontier raiding and sieges. The 1704 Deerfield raid led by Jean-Baptiste Hertel de Rouville carried over a hundred captives to Canada. British expeditions against Port Royal failed in 1707 but succeeded in 1710 under Francis Nicholson, renaming it Annapolis Royal. The 1711 Walker Expedition toward Quebec wrecked in the St. Lawrence, losing near 890 men. The Treaty of Utrecht (1713) ceded Acadia, Hudson Bay, and Newfoundland to Britain; France retained Cape Breton (Île Royale) and Île Saint-Jean. Parkman presents these events as a recalibration of power that set the stage for later conflicts over the St. Lawrence gateway.

The Seven Years’ War in North America (the French and Indian War, 1754–1763) was the decisive crucible of Parkman’s series, culminating in the fall of New France. Competition for the Ohio Country sparked the conflict: in 1754, French forces built Fort Duquesne at the forks of the Ohio; George Washington’s skirmish at Jumonville Glen and surrender at Fort Necessity signaled open war. British General Edward Braddock’s 1755 expedition ended in disaster on the Monongahela, while that year’s deportation of Acadians from Nova Scotia displaced thousands. The Marquis de Montcalm arrived in 1756, seizing Fort Oswego; in 1757 he captured Fort William Henry, after which allied warriors attacked retreating prisoners, an episode Parkman narrates vividly. William Pitt’s ministry reoriented British strategy in 1758: the Royal Navy and subsidies empowered colonial assemblies and commanders. Louisbourg fell in July 1758 to Jeffery Amherst, James Wolfe, and Admiral Boscawen. Although Abercromby was bloodily repulsed at Fort Carillon (Ticonderoga) in 1758 by Montcalm’s entrenched force, other blows landed: John Bradstreet took Fort Frontenac, and the French abandoned Fort Duquesne, which became Fort Pitt. In 1759 Amherst advanced via Lake Champlain, while Wolfe besieged Quebec. After months of maneuvers, Wolfe scaled the Anse au Foulon, winning the Battle of the Plains of Abraham on 13 September 1759; both Wolfe and Montcalm died of wounds. In 1760 three British columns converged on Montreal, compelling capitulation on 8 September. The 1763 Treaty of Paris transferred Canada to Britain. Parkman’s Montcalm and Wolfe, built on French and British dispatches and topographical study, frames the war as a struggle of logistics, leadership, and sea power, rendering character studies alongside granular campaign history.

King George’s War (War of the Austrian Succession, 1744–1748) foreshadowed the later conflict. New England provincials under William Pepperrell, supported by Commodore Peter Warren, besieged and captured Louisbourg in 1745, severing France’s Atlantic gate to the St. Lawrence. The massive Duc d’Anville expedition (1746–1747) intended to retake Acadia collapsed from storms and disease. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) returned Louisbourg to France, enraging colonists who had borne the costs. Parkman uses the 1745 siege to showcase colonial mobilization and maritime strategy, treating the diplomatic restitution as an imperial miscalculation that nourished colonial resentments and maintained French leverage at the mouth of the St. Lawrence.

The Acadian question intertwined neutral oaths, Mi’kmaq resistance, and imperial fort building (Fort Beauséjour, Fort Lawrence). In 1755, after the fall of Beauséjour, British authorities began the deportation of Acadians from Nova Scotia and adjacent regions, dispersing an estimated 10,000 to 11,500 people between 1755 and 1764. Families were separated; villages were burned; many resettled in Louisiana, France, or elsewhere. Parkman situates the Grand Dérangement within military exigencies and the geography of the Chignecto isthmus, acknowledging both strategic motives and human tragedy, and connecting the diaspora to the reshaping of the Atlantic world’s demographic and cultural landscapes.

Indigenous diplomacy, especially the Covenant Chain between the Haudenosaunee and New York (formalized in 1677), underpinned the balance of power. The Iroquois pursued a strategy of neutrality after 1701 while leveraging trade and war to preserve autonomy; mission communities such as Kahnawake aligned with French interests, and the Wabanaki Confederacy fought to defend homelands in Acadia and Maine. Parkman highlights these alliances, truces, and rivalries as determinants of campaign outcomes, drawing on council records and colonial correspondence. He depicts how British and French agents courted native leaders, exchanged wampum, and sought portage routes and forts, making diplomacy and kinship ties as crucial as fortifications and fleets.

Parkman’s work functions as a critique of absolutist governance and clerical power in New France, contrasting it with the pluralistic institutions of the English colonies. By detailing seigneurial obligations, monopolies, and bureaucratic controls, he argues that paternalism stifled economic initiative and civic agency. Simultaneously, he exposes the moral costs of imperial rivalry: scalping bounties, frontier reprisals, and punitive expeditions. Through the Old Regime’s administrators, Jesuit superiors, and governors such as Frontenac and Vaudreuil, he reads policy as a social force shaping ordinary habitants, coureurs de bois, and mission Indians, making the colony’s social order inseparable from its military fate.

The narrative also critiques British imperial practice, particularly the use of provincial levies, maritime blockade, and forced population movements. The Acadian deportation reveals how security arguments masked dispossession and collective punishment. Parkman’s close attention to militia mobilizations, town-meeting politics, and mercantile finance underscores how English colonial society, despite its freedoms, commodified war and frontier land hunger. By juxtaposing Jesuit missions, native diplomacy, and competing economic systems, he exposes an era of coercion, confessional animus, and class divides. The book’s cumulative portrait indicts both empires for instrumentalizing Indigenous nations and settlers alike, while acknowledging the structural advantages that made British ascendancy inevitable.
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    Francis Parkman (1823–1893) was a leading American historian and man of letters, best known for his sweeping narrative of the struggle between France and Britain for North America. Writing in the second half of the nineteenth century, he combined field experience, close reading of primary sources, and a vivid literary style to dramatize exploration, empire, and war across the continent. His subjects ranged from the mid-seventeenth century to the Seven Years’ War, and his books shaped public understanding of the colonial past for generations. Parkman also produced a classic of American travel writing, The Oregon Trail, which introduced many readers to the peoples and landscapes of the Great Plains.

Educated at Harvard College in the early 1840s, Parkman gravitated toward history, languages, and the literature of exploration. He read widely in French and English accounts of the New World and absorbed the narrative approach favored by prominent American historians of his era. Exposure to Romantic historiography and the example of figures such as William H. Prescott and George Bancroft encouraged him to blend rigorous documentation with dramatic storytelling. While still a student, he conceived the plan to write a comprehensive history of the contest for North America, a project that would occupy much of his career. His formal legal studies were brief and soon gave way to historical work.

Determined to see the western interior firsthand, Parkman traveled across the Plains in the mid-1840s, following segments of the Oregon Trail to the Rocky Mountain region. He observed overland emigrants, military posts, trading centers, and Indigenous communities, spending time among the Oglala Sioux. The experience tested his health but gave him material for The Oregon Trail: Sketches of Prairie and Rocky-Mountain Life, published in the late 1840s. The book combined descriptive travel narrative with commentary on frontier life and Native cultures. It attracted a broad readership and secured his reputation as a keen observer, though later critics have noted stereotyping and limitations shaped by his era and perspective.

Parkman’s first major historical study, The Conspiracy of Pontiac and the Indian War after the Conquest of Canada, appeared in the early 1850s. Drawing on British, French, and Native sources, he traced the complex alliances and conflicts that followed the fall of New France. The work demonstrated his ability to synthesize military, political, and cultural history, and it established him as a formidable interpreter of the colonial borderlands. He traveled widely to consult archives in the United States and Canada, read seventeenth- and eighteenth-century French documents, and corresponded with librarians and antiquarians. Persistent health problems, including severe eye strain and neurological symptoms, soon forced him to ration travel and labor.

From the mid-1860s into the early 1890s, Parkman published the multi-volume series France and England in North America. The sequence included Pioneers of France in the New World, The Jesuits in North America in the Seventeenth Century, a volume later known as La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West, The Old Régime in Canada, Count Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV, Montcalm and Wolfe, and A Half-Century of Conflict. He grounded these narratives in official correspondence, missionary relations, travel accounts, and colonial records, particularly the Jesuit Relations and French state papers. Critics praised the scope, narrative momentum, and scene-setting detail, while noting his strong interpretive voice and Protestant, Anglo-American perspective.

Parkman’s historical method emphasized firsthand observation of terrain, meticulous transcription of sources, and character-driven narration. His prose celebrated exploration and endurance, yet it also reflected biases of his time, including a pronounced suspicion of Catholic religious orders and stereotyped portrayals of Indigenous peoples. Modern scholars have challenged these elements, while recognizing the breadth of his research and the power of his storytelling. Chronic illness shaped his working life; periods of near-blindness led him to dictate to assistants and use mechanical aids for writing. During convalescence he became an accomplished horticulturist and authored The Book of Roses, demonstrating the same patient empiricism that marked his archival pursuits.

In his later years, Parkman completed the remaining installments of France and England in North America, culminating in studies of the mid-eighteenth-century conflicts that reshaped the continent. He died in the early 1890s, leaving an oeuvre that remained influential long after his passing. Today his books are read both as major works of nineteenth-century narrative history and as artifacts of their cultural moment. Historians mine his documentation and scene construction while revising interpretations with new evidence and perspectives. The Oregon Trail endures as classic travel literature, and the larger series continues to frame public imagination of early North American empire, even as its assumptions are scrutinized and debated.
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The springs of American civilization, unlike those of the elder world, lie revealed in the clear light of History. In appearance they are feeble; in reality, copious and full of force. Acting at the sources of life, instruments otherwise weak become mighty for good and evil, and men, lost elsewhere in the crowd, stand forth as agents of Destiny. In their toils, their sufferings, their conflicts, momentous questions were at stake, and issues vital to the future world—the prevalence of races, the triumph of principles, health or disease, a blessing or a curse. On the obscure strife where men died by tens or by scores hung questions of as deep import for posterity as on those mighty contests of national adolescence where carnage is reckoned by thousands.

The subject to which the proposed series will be devoted is that of "France in the New World,"—the attempt of Feudalism, Monarchy, and Rome to master a continent where, at this hour, half a million of bayonets are vindicating the ascendency of a regulated freedom;—Feudalism still strong in life, though enveloped and overborne by new-born Centralization; Monarchy in the flush of triumphant power; Rome, nerved by disaster, springing with renewed vitality from ashes and corruption, and ranging the earth to reconquer abroad what she had lost at home. These banded powers, pushing into the wilderness their indomitable soldiers and devoted priests, unveiled the secrets of the barbarous continent, pierced the forests, traced and mapped out the streams, planted their emblems, built their forts, and claimed all as their own. New France was all head. Under king, noble, and Jesuit, the lank, lean body would not thrive. Even commerce wore the sword, decked itself with badges of nobility, aspired to forest seigniories and hordes of savage retainers.

Along the borders of the sea an adverse power was strengthening and widening, with slow but steadfast growth, full of blood and muscle—a body without a head. Each had its strength, each its weakness, each its own modes of vigorous life: but the one was fruitful, the other barren; the one instinct with hope, the other darkening with shadows of despair.

By name, local position, and character, one of these communities of freemen stands forth as the most conspicuous representative of this antagonism—Liberty and Absolutism, New England and New France. The one was the offspring of a triumphant government; the other, of an oppressed and fugitive people: the one, an unflinching champion of the Roman Catholic reaction; the other, a vanguard of the Reform. Each followed its natural laws of growth, and each came to its natural result. Vitalized by the principles of its foundation, the Puritan commonwealth grew apace. New England was preeminently the land of material progress. Here the prize was within every man's reach: patient industry need never doubt its reward; nay, in defiance of the four Gospels, assiduity in pursuit of gain was promoted to the rank of a duty, and thrift and godliness were linked in equivocal wedlock. Politically she was free; socially she suffered from that subtle and searching oppression which the dominant opinion of a free community may exercise over the members who compose it. As a whole, she grew upon the gaze of the world, a signal example of expansive energy; but she has not been fruitful in those salient and striking forms of character which often give a dramatic life to the annals of nations far less prosperous.

We turn to New France, and all is reversed. Here was a bold attempt to crush under the exactions of a grasping hierarchy, to stifle under the curbs and trappings of a feudal monarchy, a people compassed by influences of the wildest freedom—whose schools were the forest and the sea, whose trade was an armed barter with savages, and whose daily life a lesson of lawless independence. But this fierce spirit had its vent. The story of New France is from the first a story of war: of war—for so her founders believed—with the adversary of mankind himself; war with savage tribes and potent forest commonwealths; war with the encroaching powers of Heresy and of England. Her brave, unthinking people were stamped with the soldier's virtues and the soldier's faults; and in their leaders were displayed, on a grand and novel stage, the energies, aspirations, and passions which belong to hopes vast and vague, ill-restricted powers, and stations of command.

The growth of New England was a result of the aggregate efforts of a busy multitude, each in his narrow circle toiling for himself, to gather competence or wealth. The expansion of New France was the achievement of a gigantic ambition striving to grasp a continent. It was a vain attempt. Long and valiantly her chiefs upheld their cause, leading to battle a vassal population, warlike as themselves. Borne down by numbers from without, wasted by corruption from within, New France fell at last; and out of her fall grew revolutions whose influence to this hour is felt through every nation of the civilized world.

The French dominion is a memory of the past; and when we evoke its departed shades, they rise upon us from their graves in strange, romantic guise. Again their ghostly camp-fires seem to burn, and the fitful light is cast around on lord and vassal and black-robed priest, mingled with wild forms of savage warriors, knit in close fellowship on the same stern errand. A boundless vision grows upon us; an untamed continent; vast wastes of forest verdure; mountains silent in primeval sleep; river, lake, and glimmering pool; wilderness oceans mingling with the sky. Such was the domain which France conquered for Civilization. Plumed helmets gleamed in the shade of its forests, priestly vestments in its dens and fastnesses of ancient barbarism. Men steeped in antique learning, pale with the close breath of the cloister, here spent the noon and evening of their lives, ruled savage hordes with a mild, parental sway, and stood serene before the direst shapes of death. Men of courtly nurture, heirs to the polish of a far-reaching ancestry, here, with their dauntless hardihood, put to shame the boldest sons of toil.

This memorable but half-forgotten chapter in the book of human life can be rightly read only by lights numerous and widely scattered. The earlier period of New France was prolific in a class of publications which are often of much historic value, but of which many are exceedingly rare. The writer, however, has at length gained access to them all. Of the unpublished records of the colonies, the archives of France are of course the grand deposit; but many documents of important bearing on the subject are to be found scattered in public and private libraries, chiefly in France and Canada. The task of collection has proved abundantly irksome and laborious. It has, however, been greatly lightened by the action of the governments of New York, Massachusetts, and Canada, in collecting from Europe copies of documents having more or less relation to their own history. It has been greatly lightened, too, by a most kind co-operation, for which the writer owes obligations too many for recognition at present, but of which he trusts to make fitting acknowledgment hereafter. Yet he cannot forbear to mention the name of Mr. John Gilmary Shea of New York, to whose labors this department of American history has been so deeply indebted, and that of the Hon. Henry Black of Quebec. Nor can he refrain from expressing his obligation to the skilful and friendly criticism of Mr. Charles Folsom.

In this, and still more must it be the case in succeeding volumes, the amount of reading applied to their composition is far greater than the citations represent, much of it being of a collateral and illustrative nature. This was essential to a plan whose aim it was, while scrupulously and rigorously adhering to the truth of facts, to animate them with the life of the past, and, so far as might be, clothe the skeleton with flesh. If, at times, it may seem that range has been allowed to fancy, it is so in appearance only; since the minutest details of narrative or description rest on authentic documents or on personal observation.

Faithfulness to the truth of history involves far more than a research, however patient and scrupulous, into special facts. Such facts may be detailed with the most minute exactness, and yet the narrative, taken as a whole, may be unmeaning or untrue. The narrator must seek to imbue himself with the life and spirit of the time. He must study events in their bearings near and remote; in the character, habits, and manners of those who took part in them, he must himself be, as it were, a sharer or a spectator of the action he describes.

With respect to that special research which, if inadequate, is still in the most emphatic sense indispensable, it has been the writer's aim to exhaust the existing material of every subject treated. While it would be folly to claim success in such an attempt, he has reason to hope that, so far at least as relates to the present volume, nothing of much importance has escaped him. With respect to the general preparation just alluded to, he has long been too fond of his theme to neglect any means within his reach of making his conception of it distinct and true.

To those who have aided him with information and documents, the extreme slowness in the progress of the work will naturally have caused surprise. This slowness was unavoidable. During the past eighteen years, the state of his health has exacted throughout an extreme caution in regard to mental application, reducing it at best within narrow and precarious limits, and often precluding it. Indeed, for two periods, each of several years, any attempt at bookish occupation would have been merely suicidal. A condition of sight arising from kindred sources has also retarded the work, since it has never permitted reading or writing continuously for much more than five minutes, and often has not permitted them at all. A previous work, "The Conspiracy of Pontiac," was written in similar circumstances.

The writer means, if possible, to carry the present design to its completion. Such a completion, however, will by no means be essential as regards the individual volumes of the series, since each will form a separate and independent work. The present work, it will be seen, contains two distinct and completed narratives. Some progress has been made in others.

Boston. January 1,1865.
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The story of New France opens with a tragedy. The political and religious enmities which were soon to bathe Europe in blood broke out with an intense and concentrated fury in the distant wilds of Florida. It was under equivocal auspices that Coligny and his partisans essayed to build up a Calvinist France in America, and the attempt was met by all the forces of national rivalry, personal interest, and religious hate.

This striking passage of our early history is remarkable for the fullness and precision of the authorities that illustrate it. The incidents of the Huguenot occupation of Florida are recorded by eight eye-witnesses. Their evidence is marked by an unusual accord in respect to essential facts, as well as by a minuteness of statement which vividly pictures the events described. The following are the principal authorities consulted for the main body of the narrative.

Ribauld, 'The Whole and True Discovery of Terra Florida,' This is Captain Jean Ribaut's account of his voyage to Florida in 1562. It was "prynted at London," "newly set forthe in Englishe," in 1563, and reprinted by Hakluyt in 1582 in his black-letter tract entitled 'Divers Voyages.' It is not known to exist in the original French.

'L'Histoire Notable de la Floride, mise en lumiere par M. Basanier' (Paris, 1586). The most valuable portion of this work consists of the letters of Rene de Laudonniere, the French commandant in Florida in 1564–65. They are interesting, and, with necessary allowance for the position and prejudices of the writer, trustworthy.

Challeux, Discours de l'Histoire de la Floride (Dieppe, 1566). Challeux was a carpenter, who went to Florida in 1565. He was above sixty years of age, a zealous Huguenot, and a philosopher in his way. His story is affecting from its simplicity. Various editions of it appeared under various titles.

Le Moyne, Brevis Narratio eorum qucs in Florida Americce Provincia Gallis acciderunt. Le Moyne was Laudonniere's artist. His narrative forms the Second Part of the Grands Voyages of De Bry (Frankfort, 1591). It is illustrated by numerous drawings made by the writer from memory, and accompanied with descriptive letter-press.

Coppie d'une Lettre venant de la Floride (Paris, 1565). This is a letter from one of the adventurers under Laudonniere. It is reprinted in the Recueil de Pieces sur la Floride of Ternaux.-Compans. Ternaux also prints in the same volume a narrative called Histoire memorable du dernier Voyage faict par le Capitaine Jean Ribaut. It is of no original value, being compiled from Laudonniere and Challeux.

Une Bequete au Roy, faite en forme de Complainte (1566). This is a petition for redress to Charles the Ninth from the relatives of the French massacred in Florida by the Spaniards. It recounts many incidents of that tragedy.

La Reprinse de la Floride par le Cappitaine Gourgue. This is a manuscript in the Bibliotheque Nationale, printed in the Recueil of Ternaux-Compans. It contains a detailed account of the remarkable expedition of Dominique de Gourgues against the Spaniards in Florida in 1567–68.

Charlevoix, in his Histoire de la Nouvelle France, speaks of another narrative of this expedition in manuscript, preserved in the Gourgues family. A copy of it, made in 1831 by the Vicomte de Gourgues, has been placed at the writer's disposal.

Popeliniere, De Thou, Wytfleit, D'Aubigne De Laet, Brantome, Lescarbot, Champlain, and other writers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, have told or touched upon the story of the Huguenots in Florida; but they all draw their information from one or more of the sources named above.

Lettres et Papiers d' Estat du Sieur de Forguevaulx (Bibliotheque Nationale). These include the correspondence of the French and Spanish courts concerning the massacre of the Huguenots. They are printed by Gaffarel in his Histoire de le Floride Francaise.

The Spanish authorities are the following—Barcia (Cardenas y Cano), Ensayo Cronologico para la Historia General de la Florida (Madrid, 1723). This annalist had access to original documents of great interest. Some of them are used as material for his narrative, others are copied entire. Of these, the most remarkable is that of Solis de las Meras, Memorial de todas las Jornadas de la Conquista de la Florida.

Francisco Lopez de Mendoza Grajales, Relacion de la Jornada de Pedro Menendez de Aviles en la Florida (Documentos Ineditos del Archivo de Indias, III. 441). A French translation of this journal will be found in the Recueil de Pieces sur let Floride of Ternaux-Compans. Mendoza was chaplain of the expedition commanded by Menendez de Aviles, and, like Solfs, he was an eye-witness of the events which he relates.

Pedro Menendez de Aviles, Siete Cartas escritas al Rey, Anos de 1565 y 1566, MSS. These are the despatches of the Adelantado Menendez to Philip the Second. They were procured for the writer, together with other documents, from the archives of Seville, and their contents are now for the first time made public. They consist of seventy-two closely written foolscap pages, and are of the highest interest and value as regards the present subject, confirming and amplifying the statements of Solis and Mendoza, and giving new and curious information with respect to the designs of Spain upon the continent of North America.

It is unnecessary to specify the authorities for the introductory and subordinate portions of the narrative.

The writer is indebted to Mr. Buckingham Smith, for procuring copies of documents from the archives of Spain; to Mr. Bancroft, the historian of the United States, for the use of the Vicomte de Gourgues's copy of the journal describing the expedition of his ancestor against the Spaniards; and to Mr. Charles Russell Lowell, of the Boston Athenaeum, and Mr. John Langdon Sibley, Librarian of Harvard College, for obliging aid in consulting books and papers.
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Towards the close of the fifteenth century, Spain achieved her final triumph over the infidels of Granada, and made her name glorious through all generations by the discovery of America. The religious zeal and romantic daring which a long course of Moorish wars had called forth were now exalted to redoubled fervor. Every ship from the New World came freighted with marvels which put the fictions of chivalry to shame; and to the Spaniard of that day America was a region of wonder and mystery, of vague and magnificent promise. Thither adventurers hastened, thirsting for glory and for gold, and often mingling the enthusiasm of the crusader and the valor of the knight-errant with the bigotry of inquisitors and the rapacity of pirates. They roamed over land and sea; they climbed unknown mountains, surveyed unknown oceans, pierced the sultry intricacies of tropical forests; while from year to year and from day to day new wonders were unfolded, new islands and archipelagoes, new regions of gold and pearl, and barbaric empires of more than Oriental wealth. The extravagance of hope and the fever of adventure knew no bounds. Nor is it surprising that amid such waking marvels the imagination should run wild in romantic dreams; that between the possible and the impossible the line of distinction should be but faintly drawn, and that men should be found ready to stake life and honor in pursuit of the most insane fantasies.

Such a man was the veteran cavalier Juan Ponce de Leon. Greedy of honors and of riches, he embarked at Porto Rico with three brigantines, bent on schemes of discovery. But that which gave the chief stimulus to his enterprise was a story, current among the Indians of Cuba and Hispaniola, that on the island of Bimini, said to be one of the Bahamas, there was a fountain of such virtue, that, bathing in its waters, old men resumed their youth. 1 It was said, moreover, that on a neighboring shore might be found a river gifted with the same beneficent property, and believed by some to be no other than the Jordan. 2 Ponce de Leon found the island of Bimini, but not the fountain. Farther westward, in the latitude of thirty degrees and eight minutes, he approached an unknown land, which he named Florida, and, steering southward, explored its coast as far as the extreme point of the peninsula, when, after some farther explorations, he retraced his course to Porto Rico.

Ponce de Leon had not regained his youth, but his active spirit was unsubdued.

Nine years later he attempted to plant a colony in Florida; the Indians attacked him fiercely; he was mortally wounded, and died soon afterwards in Cuba. 3

The voyages of Garay and Vasquez de Ayllon threw new light on the discoveries of Ponce, and the general outline of the coasts of Florida became known to the Spaniards. 4 Meanwhile, Cortes had conquered Mexico, and the fame of that iniquitous but magnificent exploit rang through all Spain. Many an impatient cavalier burned to achieve a kindred fortune. To the excited fancy of the Spaniards the unknown land of Florida seemed the seat of surpassing wealth, and Pamphilo de Narvaez essayed to possess himself of its fancied treasures. Landing on its shores, and proclaiming destruction to the Indians unless they acknowledged the sovereignty of the Pope and the Emperor, he advanced into the forests with three hundred men. Nothing could exceed their sufferings. Nowhere could they find the gold they came to seek. The village of Appalache, where they hoped to gain a rich booty, offered nothing but a few mean wigwams. The horses gave out, and the famished soldiers fed upon their flesh. The men sickened, and the Indians unceasingly harassed their march. At length, after two hundred and eighty leagues 5 of wandering, they found themselves on the northern shore of the Gulf of Mexico, and desperately put to sea in such crazy boats as their skill and means could construct. Cold, disease, famine, thirst, and the fury of the waves, melted them away. Narvaez himself perished, and of his wretched followers no more than four escaped, reaching by land, after years of vicissitude, the Christian settlements of New Spain. 6

The interior of the vast country then comprehended under the name of Florida still remained unexplored. The Spanish voyager, as his caravel ploughed the adjacent seas, might give full scope to his imagination, and dream that beyond the long, low margin of forest which bounded his horizon lay hid a rich harvest for some future conqueror; perhaps a second Mexico with its royal palace and sacred pyramids, or another Cuzco with its temple of the Sun, encircled with a frieze of gold. Haunted by such visions, the ocean chivalry of Spain could not long stand idle.

Hernando de Soto was the companion of Pizarro in the conquest of Peru. He had come to America a needy adventurer, with no other fortune than his sword and target. But his exploits had given him fame and fortune, and he appeared at court with the retinue of a nobleman. 7 Still, his active energies could not endure repose, and his avarice and ambition goaded him to fresh enterprises. He asked and obtained permission to conquer Florida. While this design was in agitation, Cabeca de Vaca, one of those who had survived the expedition of Narvaez, appeared in Spain, and for purposes of his own spread abroad the mischievous falsehood, that Florida was the richest country yet discovered. De Soto's plans were embraced with enthusiasm. Nobles and gentlemen contended for the privilege of joining his standard; and, setting sail with an ample armament, he landed at the bay of Espiritu Santo, now Tampa Bay, in Florida, with six hundred and twenty chosen men, a band as gallant and well appointed, as eager in purpose and audacious in hope, as ever trod the shores of the New World. The clangor of trumpets, the neighing of horses, the fluttering of pennons, the glittering of helmet and lance, startled the ancient forest with unwonted greeting. Amid this pomp of chivalry, religion was not forgotten. The sacred vessels and vestments with bread and wine for the Eucharist were carefully provided; and De Soto himself declared that the enterprise was undertaken for God alone, and seemed to be the object of His especial care. These devout marauders could not neglect the spiritual welfare of the Indians whom they had come to plunder; and besides fetters to bind, and bloodhounds to hunt them, they brought priests and monks for the saving of their souls.

The adventurers began their march. Their story has been often told. For month after month and year after year, the procession of priests and cavaliers, crossbowmen, arquebusiers, and Indian captives laden with the baggage, still wandered on through wild and boundless wastes, lured hither and thither by the ignis fatuus of their hopes. They traversed great portions of Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, everywhere inflicting and enduring misery, but never approaching their phantom El Dorado. At length, in the third year of their journeying, they reached the banks of the Mississippi, a hundred and thirty-two years before its second discovery by Marquette. One of their number describes the great river as almost half a league wide, deep, rapid, and constantly rolling down trees and drift-wood on its turbid current.

The Spaniards crossed over at a point above the mouth of the Arkansas. They advanced westward, but found no treasures—nothing indeed but hardships, and an Indian enemy, furious, writes one of their officers, "as mad dogs." They heard of a country towards the north where maize could not be cultivated because the vast herds of wild cattle devoured it. They penetrated so far that they entered the range of the roving prairie tribes; for, one day, as they pushed their way with difficulty across great plains covered with tall, rank grass, they met a band of savages who dwelt in lodges of skins sewed together, subsisting on game alone, and wandering perpetually from place to place. Finding neither gold nor the South Sea, for both of which they had hoped, they returned to the banks of the Mississippi.

De Soto, says one of those who accompanied him, was a "stern man, and of few words." Even in the midst of reverses, his will had been law to his followers, and he had sustained himself through the depths of disappointment with the energy of a stubborn pride. But his hour was come. He fell into deep dejection, followed by an attack of fever, and soon after died miserably. To preserve his body from the Indians, his followers sank it at midnight in the river, and the sullen waters of the Mississippi buried his ambition and his hopes.

The adventurers were now, with few exceptions, disgusted with the enterprise, and longed only to escape from the scene of their miseries. After a vain attempt to reach Mexico by land, they again turned back to the Mississippi, and labored, with all the resources which their desperate necessity could suggest, to construct vessels in which they might make their way to some Christian settlement. Their condition was most forlorn. Few of their horses remained alive; their baggage had been destroyed at the burning of the Indian town of Mavila, and many of the soldiers were without armor and without weapons. In place of the gallant array which, more than three years before, had left the harbor of Espiritu Santo, a company of sickly and starving men were laboring among the swampy forests of the Mississippi, some clad in skins, and some in mats woven from a kind of wild vine.

Seven brigantines were finished and launched; and, trusting their lives on board these frail vessels, they descended the Mississippi, running the gantlet between hostile tribes, who fiercely attacked them. Reaching the Gulf, though not without the loss of eleven of their number, they made sail for the Spanish settlement on the river Panuco, where they arrived safely, and where the inhabitants met them with a cordial welcome. Three hundred and eleven men thus escaped with life, leaving behind them the bones of their comrades strewn broadcast through the wilderness.

De Soto's fate proved an insufficient warning, for those were still found who begged a fresh commission for the conquest of Florida; but the Emperor would not hear them. A more pacific enterprise was undertaken by Cancello, a Dominican monk, who with several brother ecclesiastics undertook to convert the natives to the true faith, but was murdered in the attempt. Nine years later, a plan was formed for the colonization of Florida, and Guido de las Bazares sailed to explore the coasts, and find a spot suitable for the establishment. 8 After his return, a squadron, commanded by Angel de Villafane, and freighted with supplies and men, put to sea from San Juan d'Ulloa; but the elements were adverse, and the result was a total failure. Not a Spaniard had yet gained foothold in Florida.

That name, as the Spaniards of that day understood it, comprehended the whole country extending from the Atlantic on the east to the longitude of New Mexico on the west, and from the Gulf of Mexico and the River of Palms indefinitely northward towards the polar sea. This vast territory was claimed by Spain in right of the discoveries of Columbus, the grant of the Pope, and the various expeditions mentioned above. England claimed it in right of the discoveries of Cabot; while France could advance no better title than might be derived from the voyage of Verazzano and vague traditions of earlier visits of Breton adventurers.

With restless jealousy Spain watched the domain which she could not occupy, and on France especially she kept an eye of deep distrust. When, in 1541, Cartier and Roberval essayed to plant a colony in the part of ancient Spanish Florida now called Canada, she sent spies and fitted out caravels to watch that abortive enterprise. Her fears proved just. Canada, indeed, was long to remain a solitude; but, despite the Papal bounty gifting Spain with exclusive ownership of a hemisphere, France and Heresy at length took root in the sultry forests of modern Florida.
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In the middle of the sixteenth century, Spain was the incubus of Europe. Gloomy and portentous, she chilled the world with her baneful shadow. Her old feudal liberties were gone, absorbed in the despotism of Madrid. A tyranny of monks and inquisitors, with their swarms of spies and informers, their racks, their dungeons, and their fagots, crushed all freedom of thought or speech; and, while the Dominican held his reign of terror and force, the deeper Jesuit guided the mind from infancy into those narrow depths of bigotry from which it was never to escape. Commercial despotism was joined to political and religious despotism. The hands of the government were on every branch of industry. Perverse regulations, uncertain and ruinous taxes, monopolies, encouragements, prohibitions, restrictions, cramped the national energy. Mistress of the Indies, Spain swarmed with beggars. Yet, verging to decay, she had an ominous and appalling strength. Her condition was that of an athletic man penetrated with disease, which had not yet unstrung the thews and sinews formed in his days of vigor. Philip the Second could command the service of warriors and statesmen developed in the years that were past. The gathered energies of ruined feudalism were wielded by a single hand. The mysterious King, in his den in the Escorial, dreary and silent, and bent like a scribe over his papers, was the type and the champion of arbitrary power. More than the Pope himself, he was the head of Catholicity. In doctrine and in deed, the inexorable bigotry of Madrid was ever in advance of Rome.

Not so with France. She was full of life—a discordant and struggling vitality. Her monks and priests, unlike those of Spain, were rarely either fanatics or bigots; yet not the less did they ply the rack and the fagot, and howl for heretic blood. Their all was at stake: their vast power, their bloated wealth, were wrapped up in the ancient faith. Men were burned, and women buried alive. All was in vain. To the utmost bounds of France, the leaven of the Reform was working. The Huguenots, fugitives from torture and death, found an asylum at Geneva, their city of refuge, gathering around Calvin, their great high-priest. Thence intrepid colporteurs, their lives in their hands, bore the Bible and the psalm-book to city, hamlet, and castle, to feed the rising flame. The scattered churches, pressed by a common danger, began to organize. An ecclesiastical republic spread its ramifications through France, and grew underground to a vigorous life—pacific at the outset, for the great body of its members were the quiet bourgeoisie, by habit, as by faith, averse to violence. Yet a potent fraction of the warlike noblesse were also of the new faith; and above them all, preeminent in character as in station, stood Gaspar de Coligny, Admiral of France.

The old palace of the Louvre, reared by the "Roi Chevalier" on the site of those dreary feudal towers which of old had guarded the banks of the Seine, held within its sculptured masonry the worthless brood of Valois. Corruption and intrigue ran riot at the court. Factious nobles, bishops, and cardinals, with no God but pleasure and ambition, contended around the throne or the sick-bed of the futile King. Catherine de Medicis, with her stately form, her mean spirit, her bad heart, and her fathomless depths of duplicity, strove by every subtle art to hold the balance of power among them. The bold, pitiless, insatiable Guise, and his brother the Cardinal of Lorraine, the incarnation of falsehood, rested their ambition on the Catholic party. Their army was a legion of priests, and the black swarms of countless monasteries, who by the distribution of alms held in pay the rabble of cities and starving peasants on the lands of impoverished nobles. Montmorency, Conde, and Navarre leaned towards the Reform—doubtful and inconstant chiefs, whose faith weighed light against their interests. Yet, amid vacillation, selfishness, weakness, treachery, one great man was like a tower of trust, and this was Gaspar de Coligny.

Firm in his convictions, steeled by perils and endurance, calm, sagacious, resolute, grave even to severity, a valiant and redoubted soldier, Coligny looked abroad on the gathering storm and read its danger in advance. He saw a strange depravity of manners; bribery and violence overriding justice; discontented nobles, and peasants ground down with taxes. In the midst of this rottenness, the Calvinistic churches, patient and stern, were fast gathering to themselves the better
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