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      “Vivid world-building, a page-turning mystery and a smart, adventurous heroine in the process of discovering her own power and learning from her mistakes makes for another great addition to an outstanding urban fantasy series.”

      — Jayne Castle, New York Times bestselling author of the Harmony series, on Master of Shadows
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        * * *

      

      “A fast-paced, magical thrill ride that had me turning pages long into the night. Fans of female-forward urban fantasy with plenty of humor, hijinks, and heart won't want to miss it!”

      —C.J. Redwine, New York Times bestselling author of Rise of the Vicious Princess and the Ravenspire series, on Master of Shadows
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        * * *

      

      “Light-hearted books can get a bad rap, as though making readers smile is somehow a weakness on the author's part... Walker has a light touch with [her] prose, and the likable characters breeze through many of their interactions. Which isn’t to say that Tomb of the Queen lacks gravitas. No, there's a good story here with real edge-of-the-seat moments... It's fun from start to finish, and I’m going to keep my eye out for more from this “new” author.”

      —Charles de Lint, The Magazine of Mystery & Science Fiction on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “Writer Joss Walker brings the magic back! It will take a witch with heart, humor, and book smarts–plus some killer kick-boxing skills–to save the world, and Jayne Thorne is the witch we need now. Hold on tight, you urban fantasy fans, because once you open Tomb of the Queen, the action doesn't stop until the last thrilling page.”

      — Laura Benedict, bestselling author of the Bliss House trilogy, on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “A librarian gets recruited by the CIA to help track down rare and magical books... Jayne Thorne has just discovered that magic is real, and the CIA needs her help. After a crash course in Magic 101 she's sent to Ireland to investigate a rare manuscript. The start of this series is everything I love about urban fantasy: a wise-cracking heroine who diffuses tense situations with a joke, plenty of adventure, and an interesting magical world that exists alongside our own. I can't wait for more adventures with Jayne!”

      — John McDougall, Murder by the Book, on Tomb of the Queen

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      “Joss Walker’s debut had me completely under her spell. Part cleverly plotted fantasy and part thriller, I was drawn in by her charming bookworm of a librarian with magical powers, dashing Irish rogue, and the complicated battle between ‘good’ and evil. Addictive and utterly delightful, this is a book to treasure.”

      — Paige Crutcher, author of The Orphan Witch, on Tomb of the Queen

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      “Tomb of the Queen is a relatable, fun romp of a thrill ride! The characters are lifelike and well fleshed out, and the magic is done in a unique way that I have never seen before. I loved this book, and I'm sure that I will read it over and over again!”

      — Julie L. Kramer, USA Today bestselling author of Of Curses and Scandals, on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “This book was just my cup of tea! Or perhaps, my slice of pie? [image: winking face] Jayne Thorne, CIA Librarian is a relatable, lovable, and smart heroine dead set on vanquishing evil. A genius mythology twist, swoony budding romance, and gorgeous library imagery, paired with non-stop action, makes Tomb of the Queen a winner for fans of urban fantasy. Stop everything and read this book!”

      — Ashley McLeo, author of the bestselling Starseed Trilogy, on Tomb of the Queen
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      In the end, death is a silent, peaceful thing, creeping up on the least suspecting souls. Even those who know that death comes for us all.

      The magician’s life bleeds from him, swift and merciless. He has no time to think. No time to react. No time to regret.

      All he can do is marvel at the silence of it all. He can hear nothing but his own ragged breaths. His mind drifts further and further away with each exhale.

      In this haven, this sanctuary of the mind and body, he strived to create a place of peace. A place of silence.

      In the end, he never expected to achieve it like this.

      But the magical gate is secure. As a Guardian, it is his duty to see it protected. And he has. The threat is gone. The city is safe. His final mission is complete.

      Forgive me, my love. He brings her to mind one last time, praying to the Goddess that this won’t break her. That his fierce, formidable partner will rise above this, as she’s risen above all else.

      She has to. She is his warrior, after all. Unbreakable.

      My warrior. Keep fighting. Keep fighting.

      The magician closes his eyes, succumbing to the silence at last.
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        1995

      

      

      
      Karam Newport watched the elegant ballroom and casually sipped his sparkling water; not that he particularly enjoyed it, but at these sorts of events, it was best to keep one’s head. He couldn’t afford to inebriate himself with the fine champagne the other guests were appreciating. He was here on business.

      The stunning Georgian Salon at the Merrion Hotel was overly full of people in fancy dress. Karam had noted all exits and identified the undercover security in case the situation escalated—which wasn’t unusual given many of the guests in attendance were high-ranking government officials with deep pockets and powerful enemies.

      One of which he was determined to make contact with.

      The sweeping melody from the quintet echoed through the ballroom, mingling with the idle chatter around him. Ensuring his domino mask was securely covering his face, Karam strode forward, weaving between dancing partners and swishing skirts to approach his mark. His eyes never strayed from his target. He had zeroed in on Ian Kelly the moment his hulking form had arrived. Kelly was not a man to be overlooked. He was easily the largest person in the room, his beastly form impressive enough to knock Karam down within seconds, despite Karam’s aggressive training, should it come to blows.

      But it wasn’t the man’s size that Karam was interested in. It was his assets.

      Unbeknownst to the majority of MI6, and the rest of the world, there was a hidden department nestled within the British government. This department—the Torrent Intelligence Service—focused solely on those who wielded magic.

      Those like Karam. And Ian Kelly.

      Karam knew if the TIS could recruit Kelly, his magical connections could improve their research and development, creating relationships their small task force had been trying to establish for decades. Not to mention Kelly possessed enough wealth to fund their projects for the next several years. Word on the street was Kelly was looking to invest.

      It was imperative Karam drew in Kelly before he devoted his allegiance elsewhere. That was his sole mission tonight, and he was laser focused.

      Karam was mere steps away, close enough for Kelly’s dark eyes to snap to him, his expression half wary and half curious. The taller man’s gold mask covered the top half of his face, but his features were unmistakable.

      Karam plastered an easy, confident smile on his face, keeping his arms relaxed at his sides. “Mr. Kelly⁠—”

      A smaller figure stepped between them. Karam’s steps faltered as he stopped short, staring down at the interruption. It was a petite woman with flaming red hair and an equally vibrant emerald gown, her white mask big enough to conceal all but her merlot-stained lips.

      “Mr. Kelly, is it?” the woman asked, extending her hand to Kelly. Her accent identified her immediately.

      Fabulous, Karam thought bitterly. The Americans are here.

      “Aye,” Kelly said in a thick Irish brogue. “And who might this fair lass be?” Instead of shaking the woman’s hand, he took it and pressed a kiss onto the tender flesh of her palm.

      The woman touched her chest in mock embarrassment. “Amanda Hunt. Pleasure to make your acquaintance. I’ve heard so much about you.”

      “Have you now?” Kelly’s eyes were glittering as he looked over Hunt with deliberate slowness.

      Karam was deeply uncomfortable. He should be contributing to the conversation—it was obvious that Kelly and Hunt knew he was there—and yet, this insufferable woman had stolen his moment. Time to rectify things.

      “Ms. Hunt,” he said coolly, stepping forward. “I see I’m not the only one to take notice of the famous Ian Kelly.” He squared his shoulders, smoothly moving Hunt out of the way. “It’s an honor to meet you, sir. Karam Newport.” Karam put out a hand, which was taken briefly. For a large man, Kelly’s handshake was rather limp. “What luck that I should cross paths with you. I had the pleasure of touring your new wing of the Trinity Centre at St. James’s Hospital earlier today. A magnificent donation, that.”

      Kelly’s eyebrows lifted, his mouth quirking in a satisfied smile. “Is that so? Well, I thank you for saying so.”

      “It’s important to take care of others, especially those less fortunate than ourselves. Don’t you agree?”

      The quintet finished their piece, and after a brief shuffling of sheet music, a slower tune started up. Beside him, Hunt straightened, her
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