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Introduction

Ministry and service in the kingdom of
God is a privilege. God calls every member of the Body of Christ to
serve for the benefit and welfare of the Body of Christ. However,
we must remember that there are personal preparations that God
requires for service.

The Potter’s Wheel Study Series is
designed to help believers recognize and apply the personal
preparation that God implements for those called to minister and to
serve. It is our prayer that the minister and the laymen will
respond to God’s personal preparations for ministry and
service.

In this Publication

From the scriptures, we discover that
the pastoral ministry was seemingly the last on display in the New
Testament Church. Its role in the Church has been influential from
its inception. However, not everyone in the Church is a pastor.
There is diversity in the Body of Christ.

Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that
miracle, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are
all workers miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do all speak
with tongues? Do all interpret? (I Corinthians 12:27-31)

Since our body has many parts, so does
the Body of Christ. Paul explained that the Church was the same as
a physical body. He taught that the Body of Christ was made up of
many members and that each had a particular function.

He concluded this portion of his
argument by showing how God developed offices and gifts in the
Church beginning with the apostles.

Afterwards, to illustrate further his
point of diversity, he asks a series of questions to which the
answer is a resounding “NO!” All are not apostles and all are not
prophets, and so on.

Since all are not pastors, God makes
the benefit of pastoral ministry available to all by placing a
pastoral anointing on other members in the Body.

In this book, we will examine those who
possess a pastoral grace and endowment. Those possessing a pastoral
anointing are referred to as pastoral people. They have a passion
for Christ and the Church. In addition, we will consider how God’s
perfects the pastoral person for service in the Church.

The pastoral anointing is as broad as
the pastoral office. However, there are certain characteristics
that pastoral individuals share. No matter what their individual
functions are in the Church, pastoral people will exhibit the
characteristics of undershepherds and men/maidservants.

​
Prologue - Understanding Anointings

Today, believers worldwide have
developed an appreciation for spiritual gifts and manifestations.
However, misinterpretations of scripture have caused individuals to
boast in possessing “anointings” that do not exist.

Before exploring the teaching
anointing, we must develop a clear understanding of the
anointing.

Both the Old and New Testaments contain
numerous references to the anointing. The anointing is an important
component in the service of the Lord. Under both covenants, the
servants of the Lord could not serve without it.

The Hebrew and Greek terms for “to
anoint” denote to smear or rub in. This implies that the anointing
becomes a part of the individual who has received it.

Anointings in the Old
Testament

The scriptures tell us that there are
diversities of anointings. This was true even under the Old
Covenant.

The Hebrew term for anointing was
mashchah (pronounced mash-khaw’). It means a consecratory gift and
also to consecrate. This implies that the anointed individuals were
gifts to those they ministered to.

In addition, they were set aside unto
the purpose for which they were anointed.

In the Old Testaments texts, God
anointed individuals to perform various tasks and stand in certain
offices. They were anointed to stand in the offices of priest and
king, through oil being poured upon them.

Aaron anointed as a priest

And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy
brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them, and
consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto me
in the priest's office. (Exodus 28: 41)

David anointed king by
Samuel

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the
Lord came upon David (I Samuel 16:13a)

In each of these examples, the
anointing of God was demonstrated by a physical anointing of the
individual. However, others were anointed to stand in positions of
authority without an outward anointing.

The Judges

Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges,
which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.
(Judges 2:16)

The Prophets

Since the day that your fathers came
forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto
you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending
them. (Jeremiah 7:25)

It is clear that God raised up the
judges and prophets to stand in positions of great authority
without an anointing ceremony. The Spirit of God anointed them. We
discover that no one could function in any of the above offices
except God placed them.

Though there were other individuals
whom the Lord used, we find that God anointed individuals to stand
as prophets, judges, priests, and kings continually.

In addition, there were other
individuals anointed by God to function in other capacities without
an anointing ceremony. Individuals such as the builders of the
tabernacle, the seventy elders who prophesied after receiving
Moses’ spirit, Barak, Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, and various
others.

They received an anointing from God to
accomplish specific tasks.

Anointings in the New
Testament

After Christ’s resurrection and the
outpouring of the Spirit, we find that God still anointed
individuals for service. We discover from the scriptures that men
and women are anointed to stand in ministry offices such as
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers.

And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.
(Ephesians 4:11)

Likewise, aside from functioning in
ministry offices, individuals are anointed and endowed with certain
gifts for Christian service. These other gifts and offices are
listed in the book of I Corinthians and in the Book of
Romans.

But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom to another the word of knowledge by the
same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the
gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of
tongues. (I Corinthians 12:7-10)

Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy
according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on
our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that
exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with
simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy,
with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)

Though various terms are used in the
New Testament to describe the anointing of the Spirit, two terms
are seen frequently. The first is found in II Corinthians
2:21,

Now he which stablisheth us with you in
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God. (2 Corinthians 1:21
KJV)

The Greek work for anointed in this
text is chrio (pronounced khree’-o). It means to be consecrated to
an office or religious service. Paul used this term to express that
God had placed him in the apostolic office to minister to the
Church.

Thus, we find that one receives an
anointing to serve. If you are not called to a ministry office,
there is an anointing on you to serve in some capacity. The second
term used for anointing is found in I John 2:20,

But the anointing which ye have
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach
you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall
abide in him. (I John 2:27 KJV)

The Greek word used here is chrisma
(pronounced khris’-mah). We derive the word charisma from this
word. It is defined as the special endowment of the Holy Spirit.
Hence, the anointing comes with gifts and endowments from
God.

Therefore, as believers, we should
consider the use of the expression, “I am anointed to do such and
such” carefully. We must not confuse personal gifts and talents
with the endowment of the Spirit.

When we receive the Spirit of God, its
presence abides in us. The same is true for the anointing. When God
places a particular anointing upon an individual, it remains. The
gifts of God will operate according to the need and purpose of the
moment.

However, the “anointings” or endowments
of the Spirit abide with an individual at all times. Even in
disobedience, the anointing to be king remained upon Saul. David
recognized this (I Samuel 24:6).

Office versus Anointing

The Spirit of God governs all of the
spiritual activities within the Body. He anoints and appoints
according to the ultimate will of the Father.

Since the Body of Christ is made up of
many members, there are various needs within it. The Spirit of God
then anoints individuals to fulfill the needs within the
Body.

The greatest burden for ministry rests
upon the leaders, specifically, the apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Their purpose is found in
Ephesians 4:12:

1. To perfect the saints

2. To train them for the work of the
ministry

3. To build up the Church
spiritually

However, these ministries are not
responsible to minister to everyone. God uses the entire Body of
Christ. The members of the Body of Christ are called to minister to
one another, even if they are not called to a ministry
office.

As every man hath received the gift,
even so minister the same one toward another, as good stewards over
the manifold grace of God. (I Peter 4:10)

Therefore, God anoints individuals to
function in similar ways to those of the ministry
offices.

Believers will have anointings on their
lives, which, if not careful, may be mistaken for a call to a
particular ministry office. This implies that there are some that
have an apostolic gift without being called as an
apostle.

Moreover, some have an anointing to
prophesy without functioning in the office of the prophet. This is
also true for pastors.

Numerous individuals today have laid
claim to a pastoral anointing without understanding all that it
entails. Remember to never confuse a call to a ministry office with
an anointing of the Holy Spirit. However, an individual with a
pastoral anointing is identified as a pastoral person.

With this brief analysis of the
anointing, we will now explore the pastoral anointing and how God
prepares one for this gift and ministry in the Church.


​Chapter 1 -
Pastoral People are Undershepherds

Pastoral people are endowed with
shepherding gifts that will reflect the love of the Good Shepherd
while they serve with the local pastor of the Church. They will
fulfill pastoral functions under the direction of established
leadership. They will fully support the pastor in his ministry to
the Church.

Spiritual
Providers

Undershepherds provide for the sheep.
Pastoral people will look out for their brothers and sisters in
Christ.

They will endeavor to make sure they
have the necessary tools and support to make it in their walks with
the Lord.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want. (Psalm 23:1)

Pastoral people will endeavor to help
others receive what they need to live a victorious Christian life.
God set pastoral people in the Church to reveal the love and
comfort of the Good Shepherd.

Spiritual
Imparters

Undershepherds feed the flock with
wisdom and knowledge. A natural shepherd leads the flock to places
where they can be nourished with food and water.

The undershepherd helps the shepherd in
the care of the flock. Pastoral people will provide sound biblical
insight to promote growth and stability in the Church.

He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. (Psalm
23:2)

Spiritual
Discipline

Undershepherds correct and comfort the
sheep of the fold. A natural shepherd carries a rod and staff. The
staff is designed to keep the flock together, while the rod is
designed to bring a sheep back into the fold when it runs
away.

…thy
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