[image: ]


THE ERIE CANAL

TRAVELER’S GUIDE

RESTAURANTS, PUBS, AND ATTRACTIONS WITHIN
A STONE’S THROW OF THE CANAL PATH

LARRY WEILL

[image: ]



North Country Books

An imprint of The Globe Pequot Publishing Group, Inc.

64 South Main Street

Essex, CT 06426

www.globepequot.com

Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK

Copyright © 2025 by Larry Weill

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data Available

ISBN 9781493089079 (paperback : alk. paper) | ISBN 9781493089086 (epub)

[image: ] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992



To the countless men, of all ethnicities, origins, and backgrounds who struggled to fell the trees, gouge the dirt, and blast the rock to create the Erie Canal, toiling with primitive hand tools, through oppressive heat, malaria-ridden swamps, and risk-filled rockfalls. Thousands perished in this massive challenge that would open the frontier for our fledgling country’s economy.You are not forgotten.
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INTRODUCTION



A Note about Names

In this book, you will see many names and terms relating to the Erie Canal and the trail(s) that run along its banks. The primary trails discussed are the Empire State Trail and the Erie Canalway Trail. While these two trails often coexist on the same stretch of pavement or gravel, they are not “one and the same.” A marker for both trails is shown on page viii. The Empire State Trail is a 750-mile expanded trail system or network that crosses the entire state of New York from New York City all the way to the border with Canada. It also runs across the state horizontally (mostly east-west) from Albany to the point where the Erie Canal enters the Niagara River, and then south into the city of Buffalo. It was completed in 2020 and is the longest multiuse trail in the United States.
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Both trail signs on the same marker pole, located in Ellicott Park in North Tonawanda, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



The Erie Canalway Trail is the name given to the portion of the Empire State Trail that follows (roughly) the Erie Canal from Albany to Buffalo, even though the canal ends in Tonawanda.

While hiking or biking along the Erie Canalway Trail, you are always on the Empire State Trail as well. Within the chapters of this book we sometimes simply refer to it as “the Canal Trail” or even just “the trail.” These are roughly akin to nicknames for the same pathway and should not be confused with another route.



Restaurants, Pubs, and Attractions on the Erie Canal

The Erie Canal was completed in October 1825. While the canal’s use as a primary means of moving commercial goods across the state has been replaced by trucks and trains, its recreational usage has increased exponentially over the years.

The Erie Canalway Trail that parallels the waterway has become a mecca for hikers, bikers, and runners of all ages. On any given day one can meet fun-seeking travelers and exercise fanatics as they follow the time-tested path along the canal. Some choose to limit their excursions to a short one to two miles, while others (especially bikers) cycle their way from the Pacific Ocean en route to the East Coast. It’s all good and everyone is welcome.

What’s also impressive is the selection of places to eat, drink, and play along the way. In almost every city, town, and hamlet it is possible to find a host of appetizing locations to satisfy your hunger and quench your thirst. These vary from the sophisticated and (sometimes) posh culinary establishments and bistros to the more rudimentary pubs, where local beers are served by the pint. Whatever you want, it is usually possible to find it “within a stone’s throw” of the Erie Canal.

Also situated across the stretch of paved and unpaved pathways are countless activities, parks, museums, and more. A great many of these offer free entry to anyone venturing along the trail, although not all of them are readily visible from the canal.

Thus, the question arises: when writing a guidebook such as this, how close to the canal does a restaurant, bar, or attraction have to be in order to be included in the discussion? If the distance specified was one mile, the list would include thousands (or possibly tens of thousands) of locations. Even a half mile seemed a bit too far. So, with a little bit of thought and imagination, the “stone’s throw” used as a measuring stick was determined to be 445 feet and 10 inches.

Why?



The Story Behind the Distance

Why 445ʹ10ʺ? Glen Edward Gorbous was an aspiring Canadian baseball player who was signed to a minor-league contract as a nineteen-year-old athlete in 1950. After several years in the minors, he finally made it to the major leagues in 1955, where he played for Cincinnati and then for Philadelphia. His statistics were unremarkable, and his mediocre batting average (.238) and power hitting (total of four home runs) led to his demotion in May 1957. At that time, he was traded to St. Louis and assigned to play for the Double A Omaha Cardinals.

Although unable to perform to major-league standards, Gorbous did have one very unique talent: he could throw a baseball an astonishing distance. Some thought he could throw a ball farther than anyone who had ever played the game. So, on August 1, 1957, at the age of twenty-six, the team arranged an exhibition at their stadium in Omaha to see if Gorbous could do just that.

The previous record for a throw was 445ʹ1ʺ. Gorbous, on his fourth attempt, launched a rocket throw of 445ʹ10ʺ, thus breaking the record by nine inches. According to Guinness World Records, that is a mark that still stands today.



Caveats to This Book

As mentioned, this book is intended for use as a guide to those individuals who are hiking, biking, or boating the Erie Canal. For that reason, the restaurants, pubs, and attractions listed on these pages have been selected because they would be of interest to anyone traveling on the canal or its associated pathway.

In organizing this book, I started on the western end of the Erie Canal and worked my way east. The official “starting point” I selected was the location where the Erie Canal meets the Niagara River. From a geographical viewpoint this makes sense, as the Erie Canal is the main focus of this book rather than any of the connected waterways. The reason I am explaining this is because the Empire Trail (which parallels the canal for hundreds of miles) does continue for quite some distance beyond the terminus of the canal. It eventually winds its way into the city of Buffalo, extending as far south as the bottom of Erie Basin. At that point, it turns northeast before reaching its end at Cathedral Park. These lengths of trail are not connected to the Erie Canal and are not discussed in this book.

The sole exception to the parameters listed above is the Erie Canal boat Seneca Chief, which is berthed at Commercial Slip in downtown Buffalo. This newly constructed re-creation of the boat used by Governor DeWitt Clinton to inaugurate the canal in 1825 was too significant to leave out of this book.

For practical purposes, the number of eating and drinking establishments that line the Erie Canal are too numerous to mention. An exhaustive listing would require a book several times the size of this volume and would be impractical for most readers. Because of this, a certain selectivity was employed to narrow the focus and restrict the compilation to a manageable number. However, it is important to stress that the inclusion of any businesses and attractions in this book does not imply that they are recommended above any others, or that a restaurant not listed on these pages is unworthy of inclusion. An attempt was made to mention the better-known restaurants, pubs, and attractions whenever possible, although this is certainly not a guarantee.

Chain coffee shops, fast-food restaurants, and most chain restaurants are not included in this book, regardless of their proximity to the canal.

It is important for people planning on dining at a restaurant or pub to know that not all establishments accept either credit cards or even cash. Some restaurants along the canal have a strict policy of accepting cash only. Others will accept credit cards, but have a two-tiered price structure: they will charge 2 to 3 percent more for payment by credit card. Most restaurants and pubs state their policy on their menu. A few locations accept only credit cards and not cash, so it’s best to call ahead and ask.

The locations referenced in this book are only those found on the actual Erie Canal or the Canalway Trail. Businesses found on the Oswego Canal, the Champlain Canal, and the Cayuga-Seneca Canal have not been included for the sake of managing the number of entries.

Likewise, restaurants and other establishments located in places where the original canal existed (prior to reroutes) have also been omitted from this book. Even without considering the two main expansions of the Erie Canal to widen and deepen the waterway, sections of the canal have been moved and rerouted several times to circumnavigate cities and bodies of water.

Also left out of this volume are the sixty-eight different locks, aqueducts, drydocks, bridges, and culverts found along the route of the canal. (Note: this is just the Erie Canal. There are a great many more locks and features found on the other feeder/side canals.) While they are all interesting and of historical significance, it is doubtful that most travelers would plan a stop based around any one such component of the waterway. There is information available online for those interested in any one of these sites.

There are numerous locations provided throughout this text regarding “attractions” rather than restaurants and pubs. Attractions are businesses, historic sites, or activities that canal travelers might find of interest to add to their itinerary. These include such things as tour boat cruises or boat/bicycle rental companies, interesting side trails focusing on nature, bizarre or unusual sites, or items of extraordinary historical significance. (There are so many boat/canoe/kayak rental firms along the canal that this book refers readers to the Canal Corporation’s website, where a comprehensive listing is provided.)

Another category of attractions not listed in this book is “parks.” In almost every section of the Erie Canal it is possible to find a municipal or state park, and many locks along the waterway also have their own green space. These are too numerous to list, and most hikers/bikers will pass through them whether they intended to do so or not. A few parks that contain extraordinary structures or relics from the canal’s past have been included in this book. Also, parks of a more unusual nature (i.e., “bark parks” for exercising Fido) may appear here as well.

The majority of parks located along the canal and Canalway Trail are “general use” parks, open to the public the entire day. The hours of use for most of these tracts is “dawn to dusk,” although different hours may be posted on a sign or inside a park kiosk. Please be respectful of any park rules that appear on the park’s signs, and always carry out your own trash.

It is also important to note that the author cannot vouch for the accuracy of the proximity of 445′10″ from any of the subjects in this book to the actual edge of the Erie Canal. Some of the restaurants had balconies situated directly over the canal banks, while other businesses were located through dense brush and vegetation, often situated on private property. A best attempt was made to apply the same standard to all businesses and attractions, although some were much tougher to estimate than others. (The author does not own a 445ʹ tape measure.)

Another important point to mention for hikers and bikers coming off the canal path to find some of these restaurants and other establishments is that some of them will be harder to reach than others. While they are all located within “a stone’s throw” of the canal, some of them are situated on the other side of the canal from the pathway. In at least one case, the “attraction” (the Mohawk Valley Welcome Center) is on the other side of the New York State Thruway from the canal path, which would create a very hazardous (and also illegal) crossing. In most cases, there are multiple bridges crossing the canal in the towns and cities along the Erie Canal. Users of this book can walk or bike across these bridges to safely access the other side. However, safety should always be considered at all times. Please obey all laws and traffic rules when traveling along the routes lining the canal.

Speaking of rules, the locations of authorized camping spots have changed somewhat over the past one to two years. Make sure that your intended campsites are still approved by the state and canal authority, as some previously authorized locations have become off-limits for overnight camping.

Individuals who already hike or bike the canal know that many of the bridges that span the canal are under construction to repair years of damage and corrosion. Many of these bridges are not canal-run lift bridges but municipal structures built on city/town streets for the simple purpose of getting from one side of the waterway to the other. Please note that the majority of these crossings are still open to pedestrians or cyclists, even if they are closed to automobile traffic. Common sense applies when crossing these spans on foot, as they may be covered in construction equipment and debris.

Other sections of the Canalway Trail are closed for short distances to effect repairs to overpasses, drainage culverts, embankments, and more. Those areas may reroute hikers and bikers onto city/town roads, so take care to avoid vehicular traffic.

Users of this book will also discover that there are many more businesses (restaurants, pubs, etc.) associated with some counties and stretches of the canal than others. Unfortunately, this is unavoidable, as there are just some townships, cities, and counties that are more developed than others. At times one can drive alongside the Erie Canal for ten to twenty miles without encountering a single business. In other locales, there are attractive-looking restaurants and bistros lined up one after another, making it difficult to decide which to include and which to leave out. (Impartiality? Forget it! That goes out the window very early in the process.) Most of the larger cities (i.e., Rochester, Syracuse, Schenectady, etc.) have a huge array of restaurants, cafés, breweries, and other such businesses lining the sides of the canal as it passes through their towns. But other localities of lesser size are also blessed with a plethora of places to dine, drink, and sightsee. Examples of this are Lockport, Fairport, and Sylvan Beach. These towns thrive off the Erie Canal and the annual flow of hikers, bikers, and boaters who visit the communities. Reporting on all of the restaurants, pubs, and attractions in each of communities would be impossible.

Another category of events and “attractions” along the canal includes the many festivals and fairs that are conducted in different locations, especially during the warmer months. Some of these events occur for extended periods of time and are not limited to one specific location. An example of this is the Erie Canalway Challenge, which takes place each year in February. This event is conducted over the entire length of the Erie Canal and is designed to get individuals and families out of the house and into the great outdoors. The primary objective is physical activity and exercise, and people can hike, bike, run, roller skate, or paddle. (Paddling on the Erie Canal in February might be difficult.) You keep track of your own miles and try to attain goals of different mileages.

This is only one example of the many events along the canal that take place in almost every town and in almost every month of the year. If you are hiking, biking, or boating the canal, it might take some planning for you to arrive at a specific location for a specific event. However, there is a table in the back of this book that lists as many events as we could find. It is organized chronologically throughout the year, along with the event locations. Note: Festivals and other events vary from year to year, so please confirm the events and dates before planning your schedule.

There are a few exceptional areas across the state where the canal path is located at an extended distance from the canal itself. For example, the route of the Canalway Trail south of Oneida Lake is usually eight to twelve miles south of the canal, which passes through the middle of Oneida Lake. This is important because the canal and the trail are used by two distinctly different groups of travelers. Most hikers and bikers will be found on the canal trail rather than in the water—likewise, very few boaters will be found piloting their vessels down the asphalt pathway! In order to accommodate both sets of canal voyagers, I have tried to list restaurants, pubs, and attractions within proximity to either the canal or the path, for convenience to the reader. Additionally, when the canal transits across sections of much larger bodies of water (i.e., Oneida Lake), I have included the businesses and points of interest to boaters along the entire shoreline of the lake, even though this information will be irrelevant to the hikers and bikers on the canal path. (A separate note on the safety implications of transiting Oneida Lake is found at the end of this introduction.)

One other reference included in this book is a listing of boating services, including marinas, boat docks, electricity, water, fuel, repair services, and more. There are many locations that offer these services, and they are all listed on the New York State Canal Corporation’s website. See “Public Harbors and Marinas” at the back of this book for more details.

Explanation of photographs: Due to constraints on the number of pages in this volume, it has been important to limit the photographs to a maximum of one per business. This is unfortunate, as many of these old, historic pubs and restaurants have magnificent architecture and woodwork on display in their interiors. However, an attempt has been made to show the exterior (front) of the building or storefront wherever possible. This has been done to provide the user (hikers/bikers/boaters) with a visual guide to locating that particular business.

Finally, please note that certain information pertinent to individual restaurants and pubs does change on an annual basis. For example, days and hours of operation may vary from month to month or season to season. Likewise, restaurants that offer outdoor dining, whether on a scenic rooftop or on a deck or patio overlooking the canal generally cease offering those options once the summer ends. For these reasons, it is always best to call ahead whenever possible to confirm the current accuracy of this information. (Some restaurants may even close permanently between seasons.) Phone numbers and street addresses have been included for every restaurant and pub for your convenience.



Important Information to Bikers—What Is BFNY?

BFNY stands for Bike Friendly New York, and it is a designation that can be earned by a restaurant, pub, accommodation, retail business, or other establishment to notify bicyclists of its policy of supporting and encouraging cycling activities.

Bicycling is the second-most-popular outdoor activity in the United States. Literally tens of millions of people enjoy cycling for exercise and as a mode of transportation. Many of these same individuals use their bicycles as a way to tour across their community or across the nation.

Seeing the BFNY sticker on the outside of a business identifies that entity as a location where you can be sure to find certain amenities to support their activity. Most restaurants and pubs that have earned the BFNY designation have space reserved in front of their business for parking bikes, along with a bike rack for locking them in place.

Many BFNY restaurants also offer the following:


	Menus posted in front of the restaurant (many have vegetarian/vegan options available)

	Restrooms (for customers)

	Energy bars and “quick bites” to go

	Free water bottle fill-ups

	Charging ports for electronic devices

	Some offer discounts to cyclists/trail users



Although not listed here, many businesses also offer bicycle repair kits, which can be used to make minor repairs. These kits normally contain a flat tire kit, rubber gloves, a hex wrench set, a multitool device, screwdrivers (Phillips and flathead), cleaning supplies, chain lube and grease, and a pedal wrench.

Businesses are not required to offer all services to cyclists, so inquire about availability upon arrival.



Important Notice to Boaters Transiting Oneida Lake

This guide provides many descriptions of restaurants, pubs, and attractions located around the perimeter of Oneida Lake. The reason for these individual write-ups is that the Erie Canal passes directly through the middle (lengthwise) of Oneida Lake, which is a large body of water, measuring roughly twenty-one miles in length and five miles across. The intent of this guide is to provide information to boaters on the canal about possible locations to pull up to a dock for a meal at one of these locations around the lake.

However, there is a danger involved in leaving the plotted track of the canal as it transits across the lake from Brewerton to Sylvan Beach, or vice versa (from east to west). The average depth of Oneida Lake is twenty-two feet, and it reaches a maximum depth of fifty-five feet in some places. But this water depth varies greatly from point to point in the lake and decreases rapidly as one approaches many of the shorelines. While conducting interviews at many of the restaurants and pubs around Oneida Lake, several of the business owners warned that there were only a few feet of navigable water approaching their own docks. Extreme care must be taken by the boat owners to avoid grounding on the lake bottom or running into other submerged obstacles in the water.

Boaters who are using small boats, canoes, paddleboats, and other platforms with very limited draft should be safe in most of these locations. Anyone using a deeper draft boat of any kind should carry some form of sounding device to measure the water depth and avoid going aground or striking underwater obstacles.

Maps detailing potential shoal waters and other submerged hazards are available online from organizations such as the Oneida Lakes Association, at www.oneidalakesassociation.org.



Special Attraction: The Erie Canal Boat Seneca Chief


The Seneca Chief (page xvi) is berthed at the Commercial Slip at Canalside in downtown Buffalo. The Commercial Slip is located at 44 Prime Street, Buffalo, New York. Seneca Chief is the “Flagship of the Erie Canal Bicentennial,” and thus is featured in this book. The boat is a special project that will sail across the entire Erie Canal and will serve to commemorate Governor Clinton’s initial sailing on the first iteration of this vessel.
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The Seneca Chief, docked at the Commercial Slip in Buffalo the day after its christening (May 25, 2024). Phone/Address: (716) 881-0111/Commercial Slip at 44 Prime Street, Buffalo, New York 14202. Photo by Larry Weill





Historical Background

The Seneca Chief is a major nautical and historical project that attempted to replicate the canalboat used by Governor DeWitt Clinton in his inaugural sailing of the Erie Canal in 1825. Clinton was the sixth governor of New York State and was the major driving force behind the planning and construction of the Erie Canal. It was under his reign as governor that he convinced the state legislature to provide $7 million for the construction.

On the voyage aboard Seneca Chief, he sailed from the west end of the newly completed Erie Canal to the location where the canal merged with the Hudson River. He then continued on his ten-day passage, heading south on the Hudson until arriving in New York Harbor on November 4, 1825. Off the coast of Sandy Hook, Clinton then poured a bucket of water that had been brought from Lake Erie into the Atlantic Ocean, thus “wedding the waters.”

The effort to re-create this boat was a monumental task because it required vast amounts of research before any construction was started. One problem in building a duplicate craft involved the lack of photographic references. Even the predecessor of photography, daguerreotype, was not in use until the 1840s. This meant that the details of building such a craft were derived from whatever records, plans, and archived sketches that could be found in museums and libraries.

The following two paragraphs are taken from the Buffalo Maritime Center’s exhibit:


At present, it is unknown why the boat was named Seneca Chief. The naming of the boat probably fell in line with the attitude of the time and can be perceived as a stinging honor towards the people pushed aside.

Today’s Erie Canal Boat Project replicates a historic vessel from a time and culture different from our own. Comparing the influences and perspectives of the people of 1825 in relation to our own helps us understand the past more fully and guides our future actions. Today, the boat’s name, Seneca Chief, is an opportunity to share the story of the Haudenosaunee and the Erie Canal.





Building the New Seneca Chief


Coordinating this massive effort is the Buffalo Maritime Center (BMC), a community-based nonprofit organization focused on “life lessons through community boatbuilding, preserving maritime culture, and exploring the waterways of Western New York.” (Taken from the mission statement of the BMC website.) They successfully mobilized and utilized hundreds of volunteers who were engaged in every aspect of the work, from research to hands-on boatbuilding. To increase interest and awareness of this mission, the boat was constructed in public view inside the Canalside Longshed. It is interesting to note only two professional shipwrights were involved in the building process. The rest were all volunteers from the community and various student groups.

The Seneca Chief is seventy-three feet in length with a beam (width) of twelve feet six inches. It weighs in at about forty tons. The interior cabin of the boat is completely authentic, and uses cabinet-grade hardwood to resemble the appearance of the vessel in the 1820s. The BMC even used its own forge to produce all the bolts used in the keel and rib structure of the boat. Even the boatbuilding tools were produced in this forge, thus contributing to the absolute authenticity of the vessel.

Note that students of the history of early New York and the Finger Lakes region may have encountered references to another vessel named Seneca Chief, which navigated the waters of Seneca Lake during the same era. That boat was a steamship constructed in Geneva, New York, from December 1827 through May 1828 and was not related to the Erie Canal boat Seneca Chief in any way. That vessel was used for moving both passengers and cargo on Seneca Lake until its final demise in 1848. It was sunk by explosives as part of Geneva’s Fourth of July celebration.



Activities Leading to the Bicentennial Voyage

The inauguration of the Seneca Chief took place on May 25, 2024, at the Commercial Slip at Canalside, Buffalo. Its schedule for the rest of 2024 into 2025 consists of a few appearances at local-area festivals and other events, followed by a series of sea trial sailings to cities in western New York. (These events will already be completed by the time this book is released.)

In 2025, Seneca Chief will depart from Buffalo en route to New York Harbor in celebration of Governor Clinton’s 1825 inaugural sailing. The schedule for this voyage is being prepared and will be publicized in the near future. However, communities all along the Erie Canal and Hudson River will have the opportunity to observe the vessel, which will make numerous stops along the route. Boaters on the Erie Canal (if traveling at the same time) will be able to view the boat as it journeys across the state. Visit https://buffalomaritimecenter.org for details on locations and dates.



Erie County



Ellicott Island Bark Park
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This castle on the shoreline of Ellicott Island Bark Park is a fitting tribute to man’s best friend. Photo by Larry Weill



Address: 10 Creekside Drive, North Tonawanda, NY, 14120.

Park Hours: Summer hours are 7 a.m.–9 p.m., and the park closes at dusk in the winter (Labor Day through Memorial Day).

Note: This park usually closes for a month in early spring to clean up the downed branches and other damage caused by the winter weather. This is an annual cleanup operation that gets the park ready for its busy summer season.

Description: This bark park has literally gone to the dogs! It is a good-sized island (over five hundred meters long) that serves Erie County as a park dedicated to providing our canine friends with a place to run off-leash and have fun. There is no need for a fence around this tract of land as it is completely surrounded by the waters of the canal. Access is gained solely by way of a double-gated bridge, so that Fido cannot escape the grounds.

Services: This park offers services to the poochies and their owners alike. For the humans, there are shelters to block the sun and the rain. There are nice, clean restrooms available for public use, and also a small library in case you’d like to catch up on some light reading while the dog is playing.

Rules for canines and humans: Any dogs brought onto the island must be friendly (nonaggressive), and at least four months of age. Dogs over the age of six months must be spayed, and all dogs must be vaccinated and licensed and have a collar with updated tags. Dog owners can bring no more than two dogs onto the island. Owners must also clean up after their pets, and plastic disposal bags are provided both on the island and off.

Other rules for humans include that bicycles are forbidden on the island park, as are glass containers. Children twelve and under must be accompanied and supervised by an adult.

Summary: The feedback from dog owners on this island is superb. People thoroughly enjoy having this park to give their canines a place to run off-leash. It’s also a great opportunity to meet other dog owners and socialize your pet. The park is an easy-on-easy-off from the Empire State Trail. The local canine population has given this park two “paws up!”



Dockside Bar & Grill
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Dockside Bar & Grill, North Tonawanda, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



Phone/Address: (716) 693-3600/153 Sweeney Street, North Tonawanda, NY 14120.

Days/Hours: Closed on Monday, Tuesday through Thursday 3 p.m.–midnight, Friday and Saturday noon–1 a.m., Sunday noon–11 p.m. (hours change seasonally).

Reservations accepted? Yes, but only from October 1 through April 30.

Restaurant size: This is a large restaurant with about seventy tables, including those inside, outside (on the deck), and upstairs.

Outdoor seating: Yes.

Menu items: Lots of appetizers, salads, handheld sandwiches (including loaded steak!), several chicken dishes, turkey bacon wings and tenders, seven different burgers, and a fish fry. The larger entrées include jambalaya, twin filets mignons, prime rib, and meat loaf.

Price range: Most of the smaller dishes on the menu are $15–$20 while many of the entrées are priced between $25 and $30.

Most popular menu item: The fresh seafood and the handcrafted burgers.

Entertainment: No.

Liquor license: Yes.

Description: Dockside Bar & Grill is a large and beautiful spot for many reasons. It is located right next to the dock in North Tonawanda (next to the bridge over Main Street) so boaters can tie up and climb right into the restaurant. It is literally right there. It’s been a local favorite for eleven years now, and the owner keeps finding new ways to make improvements.

The entire place is decorated in a nautical theme, with models of sailing ships over the bar and lots of naval mementoes on display throughout the barroom. For those who wish to sit outside on the deck without worrying about the weather, they have installed retractable awnings that can be rolled out at a moment’s notice if needed.

Their extensive list of eight appetizers offers something for every taste bud, and their fish fry is available seven days a week.

The bar also has twenty-four beers on tap at any given time, which compliments their selection of sixteen featured bourbons and eight featured cocktails. So what’s not to love!



Prescott’s Provisions
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Prescott’s Provisions in Tonawanda, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



Phone/Address: (716) 525-1260/40 E. Niagara Street, Tonawanda, NY 14150.

Days/Hours: Closed on Sunday and Monday, Tuesday through Saturday 5 p.m.–10 p.m.

Reservations accepted? Yes.

Restaurant size: Fifty-six tables, including those on the front and side patios.

Outdoor seating: Yes.

Menu items: Small plates include beets, Berkshire Pork Belly, grilled scallops, beef tartare, octopus, and raw oysters. The larger dishes advertised are the Provisions burger, salmon, Angus prime sirloin, Angus beef tenderloin, and wood-roasted chicken sausage.

Price range: Most of the small plates list for $15–$19 although some (the oysters) are “market price.” The larger entrées are generally $40–$50 with the Angus beef tenderloin at $58.

Most popular menu item: Entrées cooked in the wood-fired oven are all popular.

Entertainment: No.

Liquor license: Yes.

Description: Prescott’s Provisions is located directly across the street from the canal, with a picturesque Erie Canal buoy boat parked on the grass in front of the building. It is a relatively large restaurant with two patio decks to augment their regular indoor tables. The front deck has a beautiful view over the canal, and the outside tables have a retractable awning to fend off the raindrops. The front deck also has roll-down windows to provide access to the fresh air in warmer months.

This restaurant offers some nice touches that are not often found in the local restaurant scene. For those diners who are oenophiles, they have an extensive wine cellar that boasts a five-thousand-bottle collection. Diners in the main dining room have a great view of the wood-fired oven and can watch their meals being cooked from their seats. The restaurant uses an Argentinian-style grill, which is also on display in the open kitchen. It uses wood or charcoal but never propane and operates at adjustable heights so the heat can be perfectly adjusted and controlled at all times.

Prescott’s is proud of the fact that their menu changes almost every week, with new and exciting items appearing throughout the year. They are more meat-based in the winter and then shift to a greater emphasis on seafood in the summer. It is all superbly prepared for your dining pleasure.



Remington Tavern & Seafood Exchange
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Remington Tavern & Seafood Exchange in North Tonawanda, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



Phone/Address: (716) 362-2802/184 Sweeney Street, North Tonawanda, NY 14120.

Days/Hours: Monday through Thursday 4 p.m.–10 p.m., Friday and Saturday 4 p.m.–11 p.m., Sunday closed (but open Sundays in summer).

Reservations accepted? Yes.

Restaurant size: about thirty-five tables, with lots of bar seating.

Outdoor seating: Yes.

Menu items: This restaurant is all about the fresh seafood and its imaginative preparation. They have a raw bar that provides superb oysters and clams casino. Their appetizers include lobster bisque, shrimp cocktails, fried calamari, crab cakes, pan-seared scallops, and swordfish Oscar. They also offer steaks and chops, for the “landlubbers” in the crowd.

Price range: The raw bar is priced per piece for oysters and clams. The clams are $22 for twelve pieces while the oysters are $21 for six. Most appetizers range between $12 and $18. The main entrées are generally between $30 and $40, while the steaks range from $40 to $60.

Most popular menu item: Oysters, served either on the half shell, grilled, or “Rockefeller.”

Entertainment: Yes (they have a Beatles cover band on Mondays).

Liquor license: Yes.

Description: This is another lovely restaurant in a historic building along the canal. (The sign carved in stone on the front of the building says “Power House: Buffalo & Niagara Falls Electric Railway, 1895.”) It is across from the Main Street bridge and the docks along the canal that allow boaters to tie up and walk across the street to the restaurant.

The entire interior of Remington is beautifully decorated and lit, with lots of artwork and antique accessories that reinforce the historic influence of the building. It is truly a wonderful place to simply sit and enjoy a drink.

I had some extra time to kill in this restaurant, so I ordered appetizers of shrimp cocktail and clams casino. They were superb. With the shrimp cocktail they provide a quantity of cocktail sauce topped with freshly grated horseradish. It was amazing!



Jim’s SteakOut
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Jim’s SteakOut in Amherst, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



Phone/Address: (716) 695-2000/2952 Niagara Falls Blvd. W., Amherst, NY, 14228.

Days/Hours: Sunday through Thursday 10:30 a.m.–midnight, Friday and Saturday 10:30 a.m.–2 a.m.

Reservations accepted? No.

Restaurant size: Ten tables plus high-top counter seating indoors plus four tables on their front patio.

Outdoor seating: No.

Menu items: Lots of subs, hoagies, and other handheld food items. They also serve tacos, sandwiches, and boneless wings, and several varieties of fries (including poutine, “stinger,” Philly, and taco fries).

Price range: Small subs (eight inches) are $11–$13, large subs (twelve inches) are $12–$16, different varieties of French fries range from $4 to $7, as do most individual tacos.

Most popular menu item: They are best known for their most popular dish, the steak hoagie, which is made with certified Angus beef (also available with grilled chicken), topped with melted cheese, fried sweet peppers, onions, mushrooms, lettuce, and tomato, plus Jim’s secret sauce, all on a toasted Italian bomber roll.

Entertainment: No.

Liquor license: No.

Description: Jim’s SteakOut is part of a larger chain, but it is so convenient to the Empire State Trail (and the nearby Bark Park) that it’s been included in this book. The restaurant is large and has a friendly staff. The portions are large (in case you’ve worked up a big appetite on the trail), and the prices are low.

The folks at Jim’s SteakOut like to point out that everything on the menu is made fresh, and nothing is premade. They say that people can taste the difference, which is what brings their customers back over and over again.

The outdoor tables (located on their front brick patio) are also attractive, especially if you have your dog along with you.



West Canal Marina Waterfront Park
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West Canal Marina Waterfront Park, North Tonawanda, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



Phone/Address: (716) 694-4630/4070 Tonawanda Creek Road, North Tonawanda, NY, 14120.

Park Hours: The park is open seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. from Memorial Day through the end of September.

Note: Most marinas are not covered in this book. However, this facility is quite large and scenic, and it offers many services to the boating community.

Description: This marina is located in the town of Pendleton on the north side of the canal. It is a spacious park spread across twenty-seven acres of canal-side land.

This site can be used by boaters as well as families looking for a scenic picnic setting. The boat docks can be used for boats to tie up or for fishing.

Services: There are five shelters at this park of different sizes (with or without electricity) that can be rented for events. Each of these shelters has its own charcoal grill. Restrooms are also available for public use. There are four boat launch ramps with ample room to drive up and unload boats.

Park Rules: No glass containers are permitted inside the park. If you are bringing along a system to play music, it cannot interfere with other park users. Visitors are not permitted to set up inflatable slides, “bounce houses,” dunk tanks, or other amusement devices in the park. Also prohibited are open fires, fireworks, and firearms.

All animals must be kept under control on a leash at all times. Owners are responsible for cleaning up after their pets and disposing of any waste.

Boaters who are staying at the marina overnight must stay within the immediate area of their boats outside of the park’s operating hours. All boaters docking, mooring, or anchoring at the marina must record their arrival and departure at the park kiosk. Boaters may stay at the marina for a maximum of three uninterrupted days. They may return after a minimum of five consecutive days since their previous stay.



Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum
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Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum in North Tonawanda, New York. Photo by Larry Weill



Address: 180 Thompson Street, North Tonawanda, NY, 14120.

Museum Hours: Wednesday through Saturday 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Sunday noon–4 p.m. Hours may change from year to year, so check online to confirm current information.

Seasonal: The museum is open from April 1 through December 31

Description: First of all, this attraction bends the rules a bit to be included in this book. But it is definitely worth the effort. The Carrousel Museum is not located directly on the Erie Canal. Instead, it sits on Tonawanda Creek about one thousand yards before it merges with the canal. But this facility is an incredible pleasure to see, fascinating to tour, and a genuine piece of local history preserved in all its original glory.

Many people do not realize that North Tonawanda is one of the largest cities in the United States for producing carousels. At one time there were four companies producing these rides, with the Herschell brand in production from the mid-1800s until it ceased production in the 1930s. Of all the carousel companies in the city, Herschell is the only one that maintains a museum
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