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For Matty, who loves a school camp.

H.G

For Vivienne and Gilbert.
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[image: ] SUNDAY, EVENING [image: ]

DEAR DIARY,

You’ll never guess what I’m doing in two days! Go on – guess! If you guessed ‘going on school camp’, you are… CORRECT!

I am very excited and very nervous. I’m excited because, come on, it’s SCHOOL CAMP! I’ve been talking about this with my bestie, Cody Chan, since Year 3!


[image: An illustration of Luna with long hair, holding her face in her hands in a cheerful expression.]
Me, thinking about school camp!

I’m nervous because, if I’m honest, I’ve never actually stayed the night anywhere that isn’t my own house. Mum and I are not really the type to go away on holidays or anything! So, my mind has been swirling with a thousand thoughts (like it always does) when there’s something new going on in my life.

And school camp isn’t the only new thing that is on my mind! Tonight, we had breakfast food for dinner! Smashed avocado + zesty lime + a sprinkle of salt and pepper on toast = SO FANCY!

[image: A sketch of a halved avocado with the seed intact.]
We’ve been watching a cooking competition on TV and we’ve been pretending we are contestants in our own kitchen. Mum is very good at presenting the food prettily on the plate, while I’m very good at pretending to talk to a camera about the problems we had while trying to make it. (Like when I squirted lime juice in my eye!)

Phew! There’s a lot going on. I’m going to wind down by reading before I go to bed. More soon!

[image: A simple drawing featuring a star, spirals, and wavy lines arranged in a scattered pattern.]
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Okay, so I might have slept in yet again because I stayed up too late reading my book. I just about made it to school on time!

Now I’m in class, where Ms Berry has just marked the roll and told us to read silently. (I couldn’t concentrate on my book, so I’m writing in here instead.) This is not our usual Monday morning routine, so I’ve been doing some deep, mindful breathing to keep calm – it helps!

I have a feeling that I will be doing a lot of deep breathing this week, because this is not a normal week for us at all! Camp is TOMORROW! It is for two whole nights!

Just thinking about this is giving me a few little butterflies in my tummy.

[image: A simple line drawing of three butterflies with dotted and striped patterns on their wings.]
I think one of the things that is making me anxious is the number of kids going:

5A has 21 KIDS

5B (my class) has 21 KIDS

5C has 22 KIDS

… so, there will be 64 KIDS on camp altogether! That seems like a lot!

I also have so many camp questions that I hope Ms Berry will answer soon. Like:



• When is bedtime, and what if I can’t get to sleep?

• Who will be in my cabin with me? Can I choose?

• What kinds of meals will we eat on camp?

• What about toilets and showers?

• What if I need to speak to my mum?





Oh, Ms Berry looks like she’s about to tell the class something. Hopefully it’s about camp…





[image: ] MONDAY, RECESS [image: ]

I am sitting with my back against Big Tree with my diary. It has been an interesting morning so far!


[image: An illustration of a tree with a textured trunk and a full, rounded canopy.]
One of my fave spots at school!

We haven’t done much schoolwork, apart from the silent reading. I think it was so the Year 5 teachers could huddle together and talk about camp stuff!

They had STACKS of paperwork in front of them, and an oversized sheet of paper that looked like a map. I think it was the cabin arrangements!

I tried to have a sneaky-peek by walking past all casual-like, but I couldn’t make anything out.

Then, all three Year 5 classes had to sit down in the common area to have a ‘SERIOUS TALK’ about the expectations of school camp.

I’m feeling a lot better now because most of my questions got answered…

• Bedtime is 8:30pm, with lights out at 9pm. (All the teachers agreed that we will all be SO tired, we won’t have any trouble getting to sleep – hmph, we’ll see.)

• There are private toilets and bathrooms in each cabin. (PHEW!)

• The teachers have phones if we need to call our families. But Ms Berry said it is unlikely anyone will need to call home as we’ll be ‘too busy having fun’. (I hope that’s true!)

I also learned that each cabin has SIX bunks, so I’ll be sharing with five other people.

The teachers won’t yet reveal who will be in each cabin, but they’ve told us our CAMP BUDDY will definitely be in there.



A CAMP BUDDY IS:

• someone who you get on well with,

• someone who will be in your small activity group, and

• someone who you can rely on at camp.





You won’t believe who my buddy is! If you guessed Cody – no! (Cody is camp buddies with Jett! Boys have their own cabins.)

If you guessed Jade Jones – yes! Surprised? You shouldn’t be. Jade and I are friends, remember? And – get this! – Jade asked ME!

I’ll admit that when I learned I couldn’t share a cabin with Cody, I panicked. I thought that Amy might want to partner with me, but she and Willow buddied up quickly! Then Jade looked over at me with raised eyebrows.

Here’s how that went…

JADE: ‘What do you think?’

ME: ‘You and me?! CAMP BUDDIES?’

JADE [RAISING ONE EYEBROW]: ‘Yeah. Why not? Do you not want to be my buddy, Luna?’

ME: ‘I would love to be your buddy! It’s just that I’m a bit nervous about camp, and—’

JADE: ‘I know. I can tell. I’m a bit nervous, too, but my brothers have told me what to expect. I think we can help each other out!’

ME: ‘Then I say YES to being camp buddies!’

We both raced over to tell Ms Berry. She looked slightly surprised. I guess no one saw that coming, did they?!



[image: An illustration of Luna and Jade in school uniforms with their arms around each other, smiling warmly.]
Me and my Camp Buddy!!!





[image: ] MONDAY, AFTERNOON SESSION [image: ]

The good thing about going to camp on a Tuesday is that Jade and I didn’t miss out on library monitor duty today. We were extra peppy with our library jobs. I guess I had a bit of pent-up energy.

Here’s something funny: Jade and I were behind the circulation desk looking at the camp packing list. At the bottom it says:

‘DO NOT BRING LOLLIES.’

We argued whether bubblegum can really be considered a ‘lolly’. Jade said yes. I said no. That got us talking about our favourite lollies.


[image: An illustration of several elongated, curved shapes overlapping in a random arrangement.]
Jade LOVES snakes!


[image: A sketch of two rectangular pieces of bubble gum, one labeled Bubble Gum.]
Definitely NOT a lolly!


[image: An illustration of scattered oval-shaped seeds or pebbles with varying shades.]
Yum… jellybeans!

Then we were talking about our favourite foods, and soon we were chatting about how we both help a lot in the kitchen at home. Jade also told me what the food is like at camp. (Spoiler: a bit boring!)

Anyway, Ms Sunny overheard us and asked which camp we are going to. (The camp venues alternate each year, I think.)

I told her it is CAMP KALEIDOSCOPE. And then Ms Sunny goes, ‘Oh, yay – that’s where my sister works! That’s the better camp – you’ll both love it as it has a library!’

Jade and I looked at each other as if to say, ‘Ms Sunny has a sister?’ I have NEVER thought about Ms Sunny having a life outside of school! That gave me a thought! I asked Ms Sunny if she went on school camps when she was younger.

Ms Sunny said she did, but that she didn’t love them because she’s ‘just not very outdoorsy’. I nodded and said, ‘Same here.’ And Jade said, ‘Me too!’

As Ms Sunny was walking away, I remembered the other thing she said. I turned to Jade and said, ‘There’s a CAMP LIBRARY?! Yesss!’

Jade said she could not believe her brothers didn’t tell her that fact about school camp!

I wonder if Ms Sunny’s sister works at the camp library? I can’t wait to find out…





[image: ] MONDAY, QUITE LATE [image: ]

I have just finished packing! I know, I know – I left it until the last minute! Jade said she packed her bag DAYS ago!

Mum and I don’t own a suitcase, so I had to wait until tonight, when Cody and his dad dropped around a suitcase for me to borrow! (They also lent me a sleeping bag. They go camping a lot!). Cody’s dad’s suitcase is HUMUNGOUS!


[image: Luna packs a suitcase while her mother smiles and watches from the doorway in a cozy room with bookshelves.]

Mum wanted to help me, but I insisted on doing it alone. (She kept poking her head in to see how I was going, though!)


HERE IS THE OFFICIAL CAMP PACKING LIST:

• 4 sets of underwear & 4 pairs of socks.

• 2 pairs of enclosed running shoes & thongs.

• 4 shirts with sleeves (no singlets).

• 1 polar fleece jumper.

• 1 waterproof jacket.

• 2 pairs of shorts.

• 2 pairs of long pants.

• 1 pair of pyjamas (seasonally appropriate).

• 1 bath towel & 1 beach towel.

• Toiletries (e.g. toothbrush & toothpaste).

• 1 broad-brimmed hat.

• 1 warm sleeping bag & 1 pillow.

DO NOT BRING: Lollies. Phones. Expensive cameras.

AND HERE IS WHAT I PACKED:

• 8 sets of underwear (I just grabbed them all) and 1 pair of odd socks (it was all I could find).

[image: A pair of mismatched socks, one striped and the other crumpled with a textured pattern.]
• 1 pair of running shoes (I only have 1!) and sparkly sandals (I don’t own thongs!).

• 2 shirts with no sleeves. (I hate sleeves on shirts!)

• 3 hoodies. (What the heck is ‘polar fleece’?)

• 1 jacket. (How do I know if it’s waterproof?)

[image: A simple illustration of a varsity jacket with sleeves.]
• 5 pairs of shorts. (I couldn’t choose just 2!)


[image: A simple illustration of drawstring shorts with front pockets.]
My favourite pair!

• 1 pair of long pants. (I forgot to ask Mum to wash my other pair. Whoops!)

• 3 pairs of pyjamas. (I like to have options.)

• 2 of Mum’s fluffiest bath towels. (We don’t own beach towels!)

• Toiletries: toothbrush, toothpaste, mouthwash, floss, deodorant, moisturiser, lip

balm, hairbrush, hair clips, hair ties, mini shower gel, mini shampoo. (I still feel like I’ve forgotten something!)

• 3 hats. (1 cap, 1 bucket hat, 1 beret.)

• A sleeping bag (borrowed from Cody) and my giant pillow (I can’t sleep without it).

• This diary and a pencil case full of new gel pens.

[image: A sketch of a book cover titled Luna’s World, featuring a hand-drawn portrait of a smiling girl wearing a hat.]
• Bubblegum. (It’s definitely NOT a lolly!)

• 3 books. (In case the library is shut!)

• Mr Snuffles (my reading rabbit).

[image: A sketch of Mr. Snuffles with a patch on its leg and a ribbon tied around its neck.]


I mostly stuck to the official list…

Anyway, I need to get some sleep! We have an early start tomorrow.
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