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				To my friends,
 for all their support and tolerance
 of my babbling about odd animals.
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Many caves are formed when water slowly
dissolves a +ype of rack called limestone.

Limestone is soluble (dissolvable) in water,

so when water seeps through cracks in
the stone, it dissolves the rock
and forms underground
pockets in the earth
that become caves.

The type of landscapes
that are formed by
limestone are called Karst.
There are certain areas
of the world that have

more'karstllandscapesyand — T—

=

therefore more caves. = i
[

p 64 Agquifer

—RA A

Because the water seeps through the Karst landscape like
Swiss cheese, water seeps through and into underground rivers
called aduifers (a body of rock and soil that holds water),
which can provide drinking water to peaple.

Many caves
are formed from
limestone, but

some are formed
from lava or icel

(apTIvaTeD BY 04ves

The study of caves is called speleology
(spee|-ee-0L-0h-gee), and someone who studies
caves is called a speleologist! Exploring caves
for a fun hobby is called spelunking. Some
amateur cave explorers have even discovered
new caves completely by accident!
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(Most people agree
that if a human can
£it inside the hole in
the earth, it counts
as a cave.)
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WE LIVE HIDDEN
AWAY FROM THE
PRYING EYES OF THE
WORLD ABOVE!

AND AS TIME GOES ON
IN OUR ISOLATED WORLD,

WE oNLY GET WEIRDER
AND WEIRDER...

WE'LL SHOW YOU
AL T WONDERS
THAT ARE WAITING
TO BE DISCOVERED
IN CAVES.
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