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 Proverbs 31:10-31(NIV)


Epilogue

The Wife of Noble
Character

 


10A wife of noble character who
can find?

She is worth far more than
rubies.

11Her husband has full
confidence in her

and lacks nothing of value.

12She brings him good, not
harm,

all the days of her life.

13
She selects wool and flax

and works with eager hands.

14
She is like the merchant ships,

bringing her food from
afar.

15
She gets up while it is still night;

she provides food for her
family

and portions for her female
servants.

16
She considers a field and buys it;

out of her earnings she plants a
vineyard.

17She sets about her work
vigorously;

her arms are strong for her
tasks.

18She sees that her trading is
profitable,

and her lamp does not go out at
night.

19In her hand she holds the
distaff

and grasps the spindle with her
fingers.

20She opens her arms to the
poor

and extends her hands to the
needy.

21When it snows, she has no fear
for her household;

for all of them are clothed in
scarlet.

22She makes coverings for her
bed;

she is clothed in fine linen and
purple.

23Her husband is respected at
the city gate,

where he takes his seat

among the elders of the
land.

24She makes linen garments and
sells them,

and supplies the merchants with
sashes.

25She is clothed with strength
and dignity;

she can laugh at the days to
come.

26She speaks with
wisdom,

and faithful instruction is on her
tongue.

27She watches over the affairs
of her household

and does not eat the bread of
idleness.

28Her children arise and call
her blessed;

her husband also, and he praises
her:

29Many women do noble
things,

but you surpass them all.”

30Charm is deceptive, and beauty
is fleeting;

but a woman who fears the Lord is to
be praised.

31Honor her for all that her
hands have done,

and let her works bring her praise at
the city gate.


 Introduction

 


Proverbs 31:10-31 is
written to King Lemuel (Samuel the son of King David and Bathsheba)
According to biblical commentary concerning this widely read and
used passage, it holds several keys which reveals to him how a
godly wise woman during this time would live and conduct
herself.

The woman is a good wife, a
good mother, and a good neighbor. In the word of God it reveals how
her conduct, concern, speech, and life are the exact opposite of
the immoral woman written about in Proverbs 7:1-27. This woman is
seen as a cunning, deceitful, and rebellious woman whose only goal
is to help lead men to hell.

While Proverbs contains
many passages which warn against these various types of women who
seek to cause contention and destruction, the book ends with godly
wisdom of what a true woman of virtue looks like. Should every
Christian woman look exactly like the Proverbs 31 woman? Should
every woman who marries seek after and work to complete each of the
tasks laid out in this passage of scripture? These are certainly
great questions to ask, but really what is a woman living in the
21st century to do with something that was centered on that time in
our biblical history?

In order to begin on the
path toward understanding, this modern day woman would begin to
settle her spirit and seek to spend time meditating upon the keys
present throughout the entire passage. Then she would be able to
ask God her heavenly Father to reveal what it is that she is to
take away in order to make it applicable to her own life and
marriage relationship. To help make things easier Proverbs 31
points out four key areas that modern day women can focus on in
excelling whether married or unmarried.

 


1. Conduct

2. Concern

3. Speech

4. Life

 


These four areas can tell
quite a lot about a woman and the manner in which she carries
herself. In order to see where you are headed in these areas,
please take a moment to reflect upon your life. Have you been
walking in godly excellence or have you allowed the things of the
world to guide you in these areas?

I pray you are encouraged,
challenged, and edified as you take this journey into the study of
the 22 Wisdom Keys of Proverbs 31:10-31.

 


Blessings,

 


Arnita L.
Fields

 




1

So Am I

Proverbs 31:10-12

 


Carla Y. Nix

 


10Who can find a
virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies.
11The heart of her
husband safely trusts her; so he will have no lack of gain.
12She does him good and
not evil all the days of her life.

There isn’t much that
intimidates me in life. At least that is what I once thought, and
then I learned about the Virtuous Wife. The Proverbs 31 Woman, as
many refer to her. The “perfect” wife, I feared! Not only the
woman, but also the wife and mother that all Christian women and I
were supposed to be. Talk about intimidation!

Strong! Trustworthy!
Industrious! Phenomenal! So awesome, she even makes her husband
look good! What a mighty standard to uphold. How could I come even
close to the mark of this model woman? Therein lies one of the
biggest problems I had and needed to conquer. I badly and unjustly
compared myself to others and consistently shot my own self down
because I had no confidence in me. As a result, although God
blessed me with marriage to the man I love with all of me; I did
not fully accept Carla as the woman God designed me to be. I
thought that my husband was shortchanged. I lived with the lie that
I did not deserve him. I even convinced myself that I was the one
and only mistake that God ever made! How ludicrous is that? The
thing is, when I believed that lie, I saw it as truth and
reality.

Overall, I embraced the
lie that I was substandard, and therefore, I should not expect, or
be expected to be the powerful woman of God that I truly am! I
suppose it was my excuse for not living or doing my best. I gave
myself a pass. I also short-changed my loving husband. I was
already convinced that I was an awful, terrible woman, wife, and
mother!

Thank God for God! I
praise Him because He never gave up on me! I’d given up on myself
but He knew His handiwork. I cannot help but to shout praises for
what He has done for me. I rejoice for this (me) creation (Psalm
139:14). I do not brag about who I am, for I am indeed only a big
lump of clay, but I rejoice because He has equipped His creation
and structured me as His instrument.

As I grew stronger in
God’s Word, I grew closer to God. I learned more about His
magnificence. The miracles in the Bible began to take on new
meaning for me. They were not just historical stories. They are
true miraculous acts of God for individuals like me! That standard
of the Virtuous Wife could indeed be me just as well as any other
woman. God is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11). He does not
show favoritism. He does not love one more than the other. So, why
not me?











tmp_d156d2744aad3c1af2ff36e838e2356d_JYGULT_html_m3d8ec6af.jpg





cover.jpg
Unity Three Publications presents

22

WISDOM KEYS

Compiled by

ARNITA L. FIELDS

Dr. Malissa Barbosa # Brenda J. Nichols # Carla Y. Nix

Cheranissa D. Roach £ Carmen Clemons-Taylor





