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At times a visit

From the greatest of men

May give a little thieving rogue

Who’s a timid tiny wet hen

One good heroic minute

Of his own vogue!

For Joel

1

The avocado fruit. You know it? It is not just a fruit. Not in my Grandpop’s countryside and not to the hordes of ragged rascals who haunt those hills. Talk about haunting! These countryside boys can be such nasty creatures Dennis the Menace would actually envy them. They have a special liking for avocadoes and green maize – which they often pinch from farms and relish in the bushes. You may not believe it but one tiny rascal can put away a little load of green maize well salted or a dozen cobs of golden roasted corn. And he can do so as quickly as a mongrel can lick away a dish. And the avocadoes? I have watched my friend Chiggah make a little hill from the stone seeds of the avocadoes he packs away in his belly in as little as a half-hour. And it leaves him even hungrier for more. One time, a little after I had come to know the boy, I had found him moaning near the river bank. My heart had jumped into my mouth. The boy sounded like he was in the throes of death as he lay there on his side massaging his pot of a belly.

“Chiggah! What is the matter?” I asked alarmed.

‘Ohhhh!’ he moaned. ‘Ohhhh! Heaven come and witness this. I have always said I want to leave this world in one piece but not this kind of piece. Lord I take that back!’

‘Jesus Chiggah! What happened? Why is your belly all swollen out? Anybody given you poison? You need to see a doctor right away!’

‘Leave him alone,’ Calp, his sister had said approaching us and laughing as gleefully as a hyena come upon a dying deer. ‘You do not expect anyone to put away such a pile and live, do you?’

She pointed at the pile of maize cobs making a neat little hill. They had been swept as clean as a toddler’s leg. There were at least four dozen cobs there making a little hillock. And that’s a ball park figure. I swear that is the truth.

‘But you can just stand there laughing like a loon!’ I told his sister who was as unperturbed as a bishop consecrating a new priest. ‘He 
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needs to see a doctor as soon as possible. And a very good doctor at that! Or he will be past tense before the hour is out!’

‘Ah! You Jimmy with your tall tales! Is this the first time I have seen him this way?’ Calp laughter echoed through the bushes. ‘Give him ten minutes and he will go take a dump. Five minutes after that he will be running after a hare to make it his meal!’

And she was as right as rain. Chiggah did take
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