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        kitschy & ketchup: 

        collinsville, il
      

    

  




  
    
      collinsville, il
    

    In addition to having the dubious distinction of being the Horseradish Capital of the World, Collinsville is home to the World’s Largest Catsup Bottle and is both a Route 66 community and a Route 40 National Road community. The two historic scenic byways run through this town of 25,000 residents that serves as a suburban outpost of St. Louis. Located less than 20 minutes from downtown St. Louis in southwestern Illinois, Collinsville hosts a number of family-friendly events each year, including the Italian Fest (September), the International Horseradish Festival (June), and the World’s Largest Catsup Bottle Festival Birthday Party & Car Show (July).

    
      
        getting there
      

      From downtown St. Louis, take I-70 East over the Mississippi River and take exit 11 to merge onto IL 157 South/N. Bluff Road. Make a left onto W. Main Street and follow it for about 1.5 miles, then turn right onto S. Morrison Avenue. Collinsville is about 12 miles east of St. Louis.

    

    
      
        where to go
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        Brooks Catsup Bottle Water Tower. 800 S. Morrison Ave.; www.catsupbottle.com. Located alongside Route 159 is the World’s Largest Catsup Bottle, which stands 170 feet tall. The kitschy ketchup-themed water tower was built in 1949 for the G. S. Suppiger bottling plant—bottlers of Brooks Rich & Tangy Catsup. It was saved from demolition and restored to its original splendor by a local preservation group in 1995 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2002.

      
        Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site. 30 Ramey St.; (618) 346-5160; www.cahokiamounds.org. Cahokia Mounds is home to the remains of the most prehistoric native civilization north of Mexico. The original settlers inhabited the area from AD 700 to 1400. The site is known for its collection of large man-made earthen structures built by an ancient civilization called the Mound Builders. Today the 2,200-acre facility features an orientation show theater, a museum shop, and an interpretive center that gives a 3-D history lesson on how the Mississippian Indian tribe lived more than 900 years ago. Visitors can walk through a life-size diorama of a Mississippian village that includes the stockade, houses, and other structures as well as everyday items such as stone tools, pottery, objects crafted from shell, and clothes made from natural fibers. There’s also a Woodhenge solar calendar and an explanation of how the Indian mounds were created. The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated Cahokia Mounds a World Heritage Site in 1982 because of its importance in helping modern-day historians and visitors understand North America’s prehistory. A variety of themed special events takes place throughout the year, so it’s best to check in advance to see what’s going on during your planned visit. Open Wed through Sun. Donations are suggested.

      
        Fairmount Park Racetrack. 9301 Collinsville Rd.; (618) 345-4300; www.fairmountpark.com. Considered one of the top racetracks in the state, Fairmount was originally established in 1925. Horseracing on the 1-mile oval track is held Mar through Sept. The track is a clay and sand surface and there are two chutes: one for 6-furlong races and one that provides room for 1.25-mile races. On-site restaurants include casual dining at the First Turn Cafe, the Top of the Turf, and the Black Stallion Room.

      
        Gateway Fun Park. 8 Gateway Dr.; (618) 345-7116; www.gatewayfun.com. Kids can work off some of their ever-present energy with miniature golf, bumper cars and boats, or the Water Wars game of skill that uses water balloons. There are go-karts for older children and a kiddie track for ages 4 to 9. Open daily year-round.

      
        J-H Bison Ranch. 10802 Sunnyside School Rd., Trenton; (618) 934-3029; www.jbarhbisonranch.com. Located about 30 minutes outside of Collinsville, the J-H Bison Ranch is a family-run critter farm with a lineup of residents that includes a pony, an alpaca, 10-plus llamas, Sadie the Sicilian donkey, a Tennessee walking horse, and a black bear. Tours include baby bison feeding, herd tours, and photo ops with baby bison, llamas, and horses. Open by appointment only.

      
        Splash City. 10 Gateway Dr.; (618) 346-4571; www.splashcity.org. Get wet and wild at Splash City—there’s something for all ages. The water park’s most popular attraction is the FlowRider, which pumps 36,000 gallons of water a minute to create a continuous wave for body boarding and surfing. Monsoon Mountain is a 50-foot-tall water fortress with 5 slides and an assortment of buckets and hoses that kids can use to squirt one another. Every 5 minutes the big bucket on top empties its 500 gallons of water on anyone and everyone underneath it. Adventurous types can try to make it across the pool hanging on to the overhead rope and using the inflated lily pads (it’s a lot harder than you think!). Guppy Gully is a good place for toddlers that’s not as frenzied as the rest of the park, and there’s a man-made sand area outfitted with buckets and shovels for those who want to experience some beach time during their visit. Splash City also features 2 waterslides, the Crystal Creek Lazy River, daily surf lessons for those 48 inches and taller, and swimming lessons for kids ages 3 to 11 in the 4-lane lap pool.

    

    
      
        where to shop
      

      
        Ashmann’s Pharmacy. 209 E. Main St.; (618) 344-2300. In addition to your run-of-the-mill drugstore needs, Ashmann’s is the place to pick up your Brooks Catsup Bottle Water Tower souvenirs, including T-shirts, coffee mugs, magnets, and postcards.

      
        Cahokia Mounds Museum Gift Shop. 30 Ramey St.; (618) 346-5160; www.cahokiamounds.org. The shop has an assortment of handcrafted Native American–made items such as paintings, drawings, ceramics, sculptures, textiles, and jewelry. There’s also a selection of books on the history of Cahokia Mounds, archaeology, anthropology, Native cooking, and plant identification, along with some games, arts and crafts items, and logoed souvenirs.

      
        Cross Patches. 110 W. Main St.; (618) 345-3661. Quilters and the people who love them/buy gifts for them will find plenty to explore throughout this 4,000-square-foot shop. Specializing in batik, moda, and hand-dyed fabrics as well as quilting supplies and notions, the shop is also an authorized Bernina sewing machine dealership and service location.

    

    
      
        where to eat
      

      
        Bert’s Chuck Wagon Bar-B-Q. 101 E. Main St.; (618) 344-7993. Bert’s is a great local hole-in-the-wall eatery with a simple, inexpensive menu of filling fare like burgers, pulled pork barbecue, taco salads, and nachos. The Collinsville mainstay has been serving up a variety of American, Mexican, and Tex-Mex favorites since 1963. Open for lunch and dinner Mon through Sat. $.

      
        Dairy Haven. 112 N. Main St., Caseyville; (618) 345-8866. Classic walk-up and drive-thru ice-cream stand known for its soft-serve “swirl” ice-cream cones and orange sherbet. The menu includes milk shakes and a variety of soft-serve ice-cream flavors in addition to a cheesecake-flavored yogurt. Outdoor tables for seating. Open Mar through Oct. $.

      
        Happy Cow. 601 N. Main St., Caseyville; (618) 346-7421. Located just a stone’s throw from downtown Collinsville in nearby Caseyville is a tiny eatery that knows how to overdo a theme. But nobody seems to mind. Outfitted with cow decor, figurines, kitsch, and more, the Happy Cow serves up good diner food for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. The menu also features comfort food favorites like meat loaf, mashed potatoes, country-fried steak, burgers, and pie. Generous portions, reasonable prices. No credit cards accepted. $.

      
        The Oatman Haus Restaurant. 501 E. Main St.; (618) 346 2326. The tearoom menu is limited to salads and sandwiches for lunch, but the dinner options expand to include heartier fare and such German specialties as schweineschnitzel, jägerschnitzel, and sauerbraten. The restaurant is located in a historic Gothic Revival–style home that was built in 1875. $.

      
        Porter’s Steakhouse. 1000 Eastport Plaza Dr.; (618) 345-2400. Located in the Doubletree Hotel, Porter’s is one of Collinsville’s most upscale restaurants. Specialties include peppered tenderloin sliders, bone-in filet mignon, pork porterhouse, tuna mignon, and Porter’s grilled pepper loin. The restaurant also features a very nice wine list. $$–$$$.

      
        Ravanelli’s. 6 Collinsport Dr.; (618) 343-9000; www.ravanellisrestaurants.com. Family-friendly eatery that serves brick-oven-baked pizzas and pastas, 1-pound tossed pasta bowls, Fritz’s Famous Pressure-Fried Chicken, sandwich plates, appetizers, and salads. They even offer a vegan pizza (roasted red pepper, red onion, black olives, artichokes, olive oil, balsamic vinegar, and baby spinach). Open for lunch and dinner. There are two additional locations in nearby Granite City and O’Fallon, IL. $–$$.
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        suburban style: 

        edwardsville, il; glen carbon, il
      

      
        Edwardsville and Glen Carbon are two dynamic, family-friendly communities within the greater St. Louis area. The region was originally settled in 1805 when southwestern Illinois was taken under control by the American colonies during the Revolutionary War. Today both towns offer all the comforts of an American suburban lifestyle, with good schools, convenient shopping, restaurants, and access to collegiate life at Southern Illinois University’s Edwardsville campus.

    

  



  
    
      edwardsville, il
    

    Edwardsville is named for Ninian Edwards, who was appointed territorial governor in 1809 when the Illinois Territory was established. It’s the third-oldest city in Illinois and has retained 39 buildings that have been designated as historic landmarks. Two of the town’s historic districts—the Brick Street and St. Louis Street districts—were built in the 1880s and ’90s. Today more than 25,000 residents call Edwardsville home.

    
      
        getting there
      

      From downtown St. Louis, take I-70 East into Illinois and continue for about 19 miles. Continue straight onto I-55 North, then take exit 20B to merge onto I-270 West toward Kansas City and follow it for about 3 miles. Take exit 12 for IL 159 North toward Collinsville/Edwardsville and make a right onto IL 159 North/Troy Road. Follow Troy Road about 3.5 miles and continue onto S. Buchanan Street.
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        where to go
      

      
        Colonel Benjamin Stephenson House. 409 S. Buchanan; (618) 692-1818; www.stephensonhouse.org. Built in 1820, the Stephenson House was constructed in the Federal style and its history links Edwardsville to the earliest days of the Illinois Territory. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, much of the home’s original millwork and architectural features have been preserved. The tour offers insight into how the area’s upper class lived in the early to mid-1800s. Open Thurs through Sun.

      
        Wildey Theatre. 252 N. Main St.; (618) 307-2053; www.wildeytheatre.com. Located in the heart of downtown, the newly renovated and reopened Wildey originally opened in 1909 as an opera house. Resurrected in 2011, the venue now screens films and hosts live music concerts, theatrical and dance presentations, and children’s events.

    

    
      
        where to shop
      

      
        Afterwords Books. 231 N. Main St.; (618) 655-0355. This family-owned and -operated used bookstore offers a broad selection of fiction, nonfiction, biographies and memoirs, children’s books, and science fiction titles. Free Saturday-morning book readings for kids.

      
        Bead It & Main Street Art Gallery. 237-239 N. Main St.; (618) 655-9999; www.beadit-art.com. Design and create your own jewelry masterpieces at Bead It. The store staff will help you make beaded earrings, bracelets, or necklaces. They also stock supplies for crocheting and knitting, and the art gallery features works by local artists. Closed Sun and Mon.

      
        Edwardsville Crossing. 6655 Edwardsville Crossing Dr.; (618) 692-1937. Located at Governors Parkway and New Route 159, the shopping center is home to local shops as well as major retailers like Old Navy, Best Buy, Books-A-Million, Michael’s, and Office Depot. The center also features the locally owned upscale grocery store Dierberg’s and Phillips Furniture.

      
        The Goshen Market. Next to the Courthouse on St. Louis St.; (618) 307-6045; www.goshenmarket.org. The open-air farmers’ market features fresh locally grown produce and homemade baked goods as well as juried fine-art products. Live entertainment and demonstrations keep the place lively. Open Sat mornings only from mid-May through mid-October.

      
        Heroic Adventures. 1031 Century Dr.; (618) 659-0099; www.heroic-adventures.com. If your idea of settling in with a good book involves a comic book or a graphic novel, this is your mecca. They have the largest selection in town, as well a spate of board and card games, miniatures, and unique toys, and they host weekly gamer events for Warhammer 40K, Magic TCG, Pokemon, World of Warcraft minis, and others. They’re also an authorized retailer for Games Workshop, Wizards of the Coast, and Upper Deck products.

      
        Lost Arts & Antiques. 254 N. Main St.; (618) 656-8844; www.lostartsandantiques.com. Located in the historic Wildey Theatre, the shop displays and sells works by artists from the region along with national artists. They proudly sell only American-made furniture, artwork, and decor and gift items.

      
        Red Barn Antiques. 3616 Edwardsville Rd./IL 143; (618) 659-0145. Browse the Barn’s selection of collectibles and primitive furniture, as well as an assortment of crocks, quilts, baskets, gardening items, farm tables, and country-style items. Located inside a 100-year-old barn, the 1,000-square-foot shop features antiques from 10 dealers.

    

    
      
        where to eat
      

      
        Bully’s Smokehouse. 1035 Century Dr.; (618) 659-1802; www.bullyssmokehouse.com. Bully’s specializes in Southern-style barbecue, and the menu also includes a variety of sandwiches, salads, burgers, steaks, and a couple of fish options (fried catfish and Creole tilapia). But people come here for the barbecue—choose from St. Louis–style ribs, beef, chicken, and pulled pork sandwiches and plates. $.

      
        Erato Wine Bar on Main. 126 Main St.; (618) 307-3203; www.eratoonmain.com. Enjoy a large selection of boutique wines, international beers, 100-plus spirits, and a menu of tapas. Choose from small plates like lobster cakes, seared marlin, or a chicken pot pie and such “slightly larger small plates” as lamb rib chops, a wasabi-rubbed petite filet, or seared scallops. Other wine-and beer-friendly foodstuffs available are the candied bacon nachos (roasted red pepper, onion, chive, and borson cheese) and the bread crumb–encrusted risotto with mozzarella and pesto aioli. $$–$$$.

      
        Global Brew Tap House & Lounge. 112 S. Buchanan St., Ste. 1; (618) 307-5858; www.globalbrewtaps.com. Okay, so there’s no food menu here, but beer is considered sustenance in some arenas, and this pub is full of sustenance. There are 50 beers on tap and an international selection of more than 200 bottled craft beers. Try a Beer Shot—a 4-ounce mix of different brews like the Pink Elephant (Belgian strong ale and raspberry lambic), Wit Chocolate (chocolate stout and witbier), or the Hi-C (citrus wheat beer, flavored cider, and witbier). Open daily. $.

      
        Northside Dairy Haven. 1902 N. Main St.; (618) 656-9233. The Midwest loves its frozen custard, and the Northside Dairy Haven serves up an array of tasty shakes, sundaes, and concretes (frozen custard blended with fruit, candies, or other sweet treats). Northside also offers a limited snack bar–style food menu that includes kid-friendly staples like corn dogs and grilled cheese. Cash only. $.

      
        Sacred Grounds Cafe. 233 N. Main St.; (618) 692-4150. The menu is all vegetarian, but carnivores will enjoy it anyway. Known for its sandwiches and soups, the cozy coffeehouse is a popular breakfast spot on weekends. They can also make most of their dishes vegan upon request. $.

      
        Wang Gang Asian Eats. #4 Club Centre Dr.; (618) 655-0888; www.wanggangasian.com. Chef-created Thai, Chinese, and Vietnamese cuisine including MSG-free spring rolls, pad thai, and the usual lineup of noodle-based dishes served in a nicer atmosphere than your typical Asian food eatery. Plenty of vegetarian dishes available as well as a gluten-free menu. The drinks menu includes the Yum Yum Boom Boom (an Asian margarita with tequila, sour apple liqueur, and freshly squeezed lime) and the Ginger Island Tea (ginger liqueur, tequila, vodka, triple sec, and sweet and sour). Located “sort of behind the Moto Mart on I-157.” Open daily for lunch and dinner. $–$$.

    

  




  
    
      glen carbon, il
    

    The village of Glen Carbon was originally referred to as the “Land of Goshen.” A Virginia Baptist minister passed through the area in 1799 and compared it to the biblical Land of Goshen because of its flourishing vegetation. In 1801 Colonel Samuel Judy was given 100 acres of land in the area as a military grant and became the area’s first settler. Modern-day Glen Carbon was named one of Money magazine’s top 100 places to live in 2009, and it is currently home to approximately 12,500 residents.

    
      
        getting there
      

      From Edwardsville, head south on S. Buchanan Street toward E. Park Street for about 0.5 mile, then continue onto Troy Road for a little more than 2 miles. Turn right onto Glen Carbon Road and follow it for 1.7 miles, then continue onto S. Main Street.

    

    
      
        where to go
      

      
        Glen Carbon Heritage Museum. 124 School St.; (618) 288-7271. The museum includes displays of memorabilia that reflect daily life in Glen Carbon’s early days, in addition to various books on local history, artifacts from the Middle Woodland Village site, and items discovered during an archaeological investigation at the Yanda Log Cabin site. Open Tues, Thurs, and Sat.

      
        Yanda Log Cabin. 148 Main St.; (618) 288-7271. Part of the Glen Carbon Heritage Museum site, the cabin was built around 1853 by William Yanda, a blacksmith who immigrated to the area from Bohemia Austria. He and his wife, Annie, raised 10 children in the cabin, and it was passed down through the family over the years. In 1989 the village of Glen Carbon purchased the homesite and completely renovated the cabin. Open Tues, Thurs, and Sat.

    

    
      
        where to shop
      

      
        Karma. 164-A South Main St.; (618) 924-4427. This juniors’ boutique sells brand-name, slightly worn clothing at deeply discounted prices. The mother-daughter owned and operated resale shop includes a variety of T-shirts, jean shorts, jeans, tops, pajamas, accessories, and jewelry in sizes ranging from extra small to extra large. Closed Sun and Mon.
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        old national road: 

        vandalia, il; altamont, il; effingham, il
      

      
        In 1839 America’s first interstate highway—the National Road—was completed as far as Vandalia, IL. The road was built to link the Eastern Seaboard with the cities and towns west of the Allegheny Mountains. Authorized by Congress in 1806, road construction began in Cumberland, Maryland, in 1811. Today the National Road features plenty of rolling countryside, prairie fields, and an abundance of small towns and cities with a variety of charms and historic significance.

    

  



  
    
      Vandalia, li
    

    Vandalia’s most historic claim to fame is that the town served as the state capital from its founding in 1819 until the capital was moved to Springfield in 1839. Today the white Federal-style building that served as the Illinois state capitol from 1836 to 1839 is still impressive, with its high ceilings, tall windows, and vintage furnishings. Abraham Lincoln began his political career in the senate and house of representatives chambers, and the building is the oldest Illinois state capitol in existence.

    Located in Fayette County, Vandalia is on the Kaskaskia River about 69 miles northeast of St. Louis. The city occupies just less than 6 square miles and is situated on US 40, which is also known as the National Road. Also called the “Road That Built the Nation,” the byway was created in 1806 by legislation signed by President Thomas Jefferson. The road was designed to provide a route from Maryland through Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. Unfortunately, federal funding was discontinued before the road was finished, and construction stopped at Vandalia. Today the Illinois National Road stretches more than 160 miles from Marshall to East St. Louis.
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        getting there
      

      From St. Louis, take I-64 East/I-70 East over the river and follow the ramp to Louisville/St. Clair Avenue. Continue on I-70 East, following the signs for Indianapolis, for approximately 48 miles, then take exit 63 for US 51 toward Vandalia/Pana.

    

    
      
        where to go
      

      
        Vandalia Tourist Information Center. 1408 N. 5th St.; (618) 283-2728; www.vandaliaillinois.com. The Tourist Information Center can provide insight into local lodging options and rates, community events, restaurants, and historic site information. Open Mon through Fri.

      
        Archway Skydiving. RR 3, Box 602; (618) 283-4978; www.archwayskydiving.com. Take a flying leap! Archway Skydiving has been in business since 1999, and the outfit averages more than 12,000 skydives per year, including more than 1,200 first-timers. They say they have the fastest turbine jump airplane in the area, and their on-the-ground amenities include a spectator area with picnic tables and barbecue pits as well as an indoor game room and lounge for friends and family members who are on hand merely for moral support.

      
        Evans Public Library. 215 S. 5th St.; (618) 283-2824. The public library houses a collection of Lincoln books, pamphlets, pictures, and other items, but what’s unusual is the life mask of Abraham Lincoln that’s housed in a glass display case. A Springfield resident donated the life mask to the library’s collection because Vandalia was where Lincoln started his legislative career. It’s one of only a few copies made from the original mask, which was made for a statue of Lincoln in 1860 just after he was elected president of the US. The original mask remains part of the Smithsonian Institution’s collection.

      
        Madonna of the Trails statue. Southeast corner of the Old State Capitol site. The 17-ton monument to pioneer women was dedicated on October 26, 1928, and features a woman holding a baby with a small child clutching at her skirt. It is one of a series of 12 monuments created by sculptor August Leimbach commissioned by the National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution. The monuments are dedicated to the spirit of American pioneer women and were placed in 12 different states along the National Old Trails Road, which was established in 1912.

      
        National Road Interpretive Center. 106 S. 5th St.; (618) 283-2728. The center tells the story of the surveyors, laborers, and travelers of the National Road, which is often called the Cumberland Road or National Pike. In addition to information about the road’s history, the center doubles as a museum with hands-on activities for kids like loading up a Conestoga wagon—the semitrailer of the era. Open Wed through Sat.

      
        Old State Capitol. 315 W. Gallatin St.; (618) 283-1161. The white Federal-style building was finished in 1836 and is the oldest of the Illinois state capitols. It served as the capitol from 1836 to 1839. Displays include vintage furnishings, copies of documents from the state’s early days, and the senate and house of representatives chambers where Abraham Lincoln began his political career as a state representative. Admission is free. Closed Sun and Mon.

    

    
      
        where to shop
      

      
        Tiger Lily Florist Gift & Art Gallery. 131 N. 5th St; (618) 283-8748. The gallery provides an outlet for local and out-of-town artists to display and sell their watercolor paintings, pottery, silks, wood turning, and other media. The shop also offers a variety of home decor items, including wind chimes, Demdaco frames, and floral arrangements. Closed Sun.

    

    
      
        where to eat
      

      
        Chuckwagon Cafe. 704 Janette Dr.; (618) 283-2220. Chuckwagon serves up simple food, including hearty breakfasts, large stacks of pancakes, delicious omelets, grilled sandwiches, and soups. The decor is “vintage” but the place gets high marks for the fried fish, pork tenderloin sandwiches, and friendly staff. $.

      
        The Copper Penny Bar & Grille. 125 S. 4th St.; (618) 283-2200. The lively eatery offers an array of appetizers, sandwiches, burgers, and salads along with entrees like fried shrimp, marinated chicken breast, and fried walleye. Try some fried pickles as an appetizer then dive into a Horseshoe Burger, which is served on Texas toast and smothered with an order of cheese fries. There are also lots of drink specials and an assortment of draft beer, wine, and spirits. $–$$.

      
        Vandalia Whistle Stop. 615 W. Gallatin St.; (618) 283-9140. The menu features filling, stick-to-your-ribs goodies like chili cheese fries, shrimp po’ boys, prime rib sandwiches, the giant Big Whistle burger, and the El Diablo burger (topped with two onion rings stuffed with jalapeño, covered with melted pepper jack cheese, and topped with homemade BBQ sauce). They also serve gyros, hot dogs, and salads like the Tangled Up in Bleu (a garden salad with black olives, hard-boiled egg, ham, bacon, turkey, and blue cheese crumbles). $.

    

  




  
    
      altamont, il
    

    Another town you’ll run across on the Old National Road is Altamont, a small community with a population of 2,300. Located in Effingham County on US 40, the city is midway between St. Louis and Terre Haute, IN. First organized as an actual town in 1871, Altamont was settled by early German immigrants coming from the “Faderland” on the banks of the Rhine by way of Pennsylvania and Ohio.

    
      
        getting there
      

      From Vandalia, take IL 185 East/US 40 East about 4.5 miles, then turn right to merge onto I-70 East toward Effingham and follow it for approximately 15 miles. Take exit 82 for IL 128 toward Altamont, then turn right onto IL 128 North/CR 25 for a little less than a mile. Continue onto S. Main Street into Altamont.

    

    
      
        where to go
      

      
        Ballard Nature Center. 5253 US 40 East; (618) 483-6856; www.ballardnaturecenter.org. Commune with Mother Nature along the walking trails; explore the various woodlands, prairies, wetlands, and savannas; or picnic at one of the large pavilions outfitted with electricity, picnic tables, and running water. There’s also a kids’ fishing pond and wheelchair-accessible trails, pavilions, and a fishing pier. The center also has an exhibit room with interactive displays, a bird-watching window, and a non-lending library with scientific publications, children’s books, videos, and photo journals. Open year-round; closed Sun from Nov through Feb.

      
        Ben Winters’ Steam Engine Museum. 1815 E. 900th Ave.; (217) 342-5310. In addition to housing 15 steam engines, the museum features a number of gas and oil engines, steam-driven tractors, and a large stationary steam engine. There’s a model train layout in the loft, and kids can ride a miniature train through the orchards. Winters’ collection also includes an assortment of antiques such as Victrolas, the Altamont News’s old Linotype machine, and a playable pipe organ from St. Paul Lutheran Church. Open mid-April through mid-October.

      
        Dr. Charles Wright House. Corner of N. Main St. and W. Jackson Ave.; (618) 483-6397; www.wrightmansion.org. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Wright House was designed in the Second Empire (Mansard) style with Italianate-style influences. It features a Mansard roof with a patterned slate; dressed stones on the exterior corners of the buildings, which are known as quoins; and tall windows on the first story. Tours of the mansion take place on Sun from 2 to 4 p.m. during the months of June, July, and Aug. Other tour times can be arranged upon request.

    

  




  
    
      effingham, il
    

    Called the “Crossroads of Opportunity,” Effingham traces its roots back to 1814 when the first pioneers settled along the Little Wabash River. Today the town of approximately 35,000 residents has become a regional trade and transportation center, offering central Illinois families an idyllic spot to live and work.

    
      
        getting there
      

      Effingham is only a 10-minute drive from Altamont—just follow CR 1250/US 40 East for about 11 miles and turn right onto W. Fayette Avenue.

    

    
      
        where to go
      

      
        Effingham Convention & Visitors Bureau. 1505 Hampton Dr.; www.visiteffinghamil.com. Stop in for details on area eateries, overnight accommodations, attractions, concerts, and special events.

      
        The Effingham Performance Center. 1325 Outer Belt West; (217) 540-2788; www.the-epc.org. Effingham’s 1,500-seat theater hosts about 50 performances a year, ranging from local and regional artists to national headliners like Foreigner, Tim Conway & Friends, Sara Evans, Brian Regan, Kenny Rogers, and REO Speedwagon. The Performance Center also hosts jazz, dance, and classical performances.

      
        My Garage Museum. 1 Mid-America Pl.; (217) 347-5591; www.mygaragemuseum.com. In Route 66 country the Corvette is king, so this collection of Chevy’s favorite muscle car is a must-see for car nuts. The museum showcases classic and one-of-a-kind models, including Indy 500 pace cars, a ’54 Pennant Blue, a ’62 big tanker race car, a Lemans Blue 427 CID L-88, and a 1989 Challenge version. Plus there’s tons of Corvette, Porsche, and Volkswagen memorabilia and a restored 1910 gas station that was moved to the site. Open daily.

      
        Teutopolis Monastery Museum. 110 S. Garrott St.; (217) 857-6404. Begun in 1858, the museum building originally served as the Franciscan friars’ home and now includes a collection of articles and books used by the friars during the novitiate year, along with various items used by early Teutopolis pioneers such as farm tools, furniture, quilts, toys, and household items. Tours include the mausoleum and St. Francis of Assisi Church, which contains stained-glass windows that depict events throughout the life of St. Francis. The museum is open only on the first Sun of the month from Apr through Nov.

      
        Tuscan Hills Winery. 2200 Historic Hills Dr.; (217) 347-WINE; www.effinghamwinery.com. Experience a taste of Tuscany and sip some local wines while enjoying the view at this picturesque winery northeast of Effingham. Located on an old farmstead, circa 1860, the winery usually has live entertainment on weekends and occasional special events like a harvest grape crushing. Try the white sangria, with tropical fruits and a hint of ginger, or the red sangria, with a host of raspberry and citrus flavors. Tuscan Hills also produces 3 whites, 3 reds, and 3 blush wines, along with a unique Glühwein, or mulled wine. Served hot, this spicy German wine is an ideal treat in front of the fire during the colder months. The menu also features a number of specialty beers and seasonal brews along with soft drinks and fruit juices. Open daily.

    

    
      
        where to shop
      

      
        Downtown Effingham. Visit the 25-plus specialty shops offering everything from arts and crafts, gifts, and decor to clothing for women and children. The downtown shops also offer designer jewelry, furniture, pet supplies, and collectibles.

      
        Legacy Harley-Davidson. 1315 Althoff Ave.; (217) 342-3494; www.legacyhd.com. Hog fans won’t want to miss “The Harley Barn.” Legacy’s showroom, parts and service area, merchandise, and “motor clothes” shop are all located within the giant barn structure. Rides are scheduled most Saturdays, weather permitting, and if you don’t know how to ride, they offer regular classes during warm-weather months. Closed Mon.

      
        Samuel Music. 908 W. Fayette Ave.; (217) 342-9221; www.samuelmusic.com. Samuel offers new and used brand-name musical instruments and gear, including Fender, Yamaha, Epiphone, Marshall, Peavey, Boss, Pearl, and Zildjian. Listed by Music Trades magazine as one of the top 200 music retailers in the US, Samuel also sells sheet music, rents equipment, offers music lessons, and has Musikgarten classes for kids up to 9 years old. Open-mic nights are held every Wed. They also have stores in Springfield and Champaign.
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        double the fun: 

        bloomington-normal, il
      

    

  



  
    
      bloomington-normal, il
    

    Located in the heart of Illinois just 155 miles northeast of St. Louis, the Bloomington-Normal area is a lively community of more than 165,000 residents. The region offers the youthful exuberance of a college town, thanks to the rotating influx of students from Illinois State University and Illinois Wesleyan University, and the corporate presence of company headquarters like State Farm Insurance, COUNTRY Financial, and Beer Nuts. Bloomington-Normal features an eclectic mix of big-city options that have been seasoned with small-town charisma and friendliness.

    
      
        getting there
      

      Hop on I-70 East from St. Louis and follow it into Illinois for about 19 miles, then continue straight onto I-55 North for about 137 miles. Take exit 157A-B for I-55 Business Loop North/Veterans Parkway/I-74/US 51 toward Decatur/Indianapolis, then take exit 157B on the left for I-55 Business North/Veterans Parkway. Merge onto I-55 Business Loop North/S. Veterans Parkway and follow it for about 2 miles. Take the US 51 Business/Main Street ramp and make a left onto S. Main Street, following it for a little more than a mile, then continue onto S. East Street.

      
        [image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]
      

    

    
      
        where to go
      

      
        Bloomington-Normal Area CVB. 3201 Cira Dr., Ste. 201, Bloomington; (309) 665-0033; www.bloomingtonnormalcvb.org. Friendly folks and lots of info on the greater “B-N” area.

      
        Children’s Discovery Museum. 101 E. Beaufort, Normal; (309) 433-3444; www.childrensdiscoverymuseum.net. The museum has 3 floors of hands-on exhibits that are fun enough to make kids forget they’re learning. Educational programs and activities designed for children from 12 months to 13 years old include Toddler Backyard, Water Works, Train Express, and Inside Me, which helps explain how the body works. The Healthy Kids–Healthy Future gallery offers informational activities about making healthy choices in what to eat and the importance of the great outdoors to overall health. Visit the Dig It Pocket Garden, tackle the Dig It Climbing Wall, and see what’s shaking in the Dig It Wind Power exhibit. The Oh Rubbish display includes a walk through a talking landfill, and AgMazing engages kids with information about what it’s like to live and work on a 21st-century farm. Open daily.

      
        David Davis Mansion. 1000 E. Monroe St., Bloomington; (309) 828-1084; www.daviddavismansion.org. This 19th-century mansion was the home of US Supreme Court Justice David Davis, who was a mentor of Abraham Lincoln’s as well as his campaign manager. Built in 1872, the mansion combines Italianate and Second Empire architectural features and is known as Clover Lawn. When Lincoln became president, he appointed Davis to the Supreme Court in 1862. Interpretive tours are offered every half hour from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Mon and Tues.

      
        Funks Grove. 5257 Old Route 66, Shirley; (309) 874-3360; www.funksgrove.org. Located a little less than 10 miles southwest of Bloomington is Funks Grove, a compound owned by the Funk family since the mid-1800s. The attractions include the Funk Prairie Home, built by Marquis de LaFayette Funk in 1864 with timber from Funks Grove and containing much of the family’s original rosewood and walnut furniture. All 13 rooms of the home are fully decorated and available for viewing. Also on-site is the Gem & Mineral Museum, which contains minerals from around the world as well as collections of fossils, central Illinois Indian artifacts, Chinese soapstone carvings, seashells, and corals.

      Funks Grove is the largest remaining intact prairie grove in the state of Illinois, and portions of the 1,000 acres have been designated a National Natural Landmark. The Sugar Grove Nature Center, also located on-site, is stocked with interpretive exhibits, sensory displays, a few live animals, and a wildlife-viewing area that offers a way to see native birds and other wildlife in an up-close-and-personal kind of way. Admission to the nature center is free. During Feb and Mar at the Pure Maple Sirup Store (they use the old-fashioned spelling of the word syrup), visitors can enjoy a guided tour that shows how maple syrup is made in the “boiling down” process. The gift shop is stocked with syrup year-round, along with a smattering of Route 66 memorabilia.

      
        McLean County Museum of History. 200 N. Main St., Bloomington; (309) 827-0428; www.mchistory.org. Located in downtown Bloomington, the museum got its start back in 1904. Permanent displays include Encounter on the Prairie and 4 galleries examining the different aspects of life in McLean County: People, Farming, Politics, and Work. The Harriet Fuller Rust Pioneer Neighborhood/Discovery Room is an experiential display where visitors are encouraged to participate in activities from the past like pushing a steel plow, beating a rug, fetching a little water then scrubbing some clothing clean, and doing some arithmetic homework on a slate. The nationally accredited museum is housed in a historic courthouse that’s listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

      
        The Prairie Aviation Museum. 2929 E. Empire St., Bloomington; (309) 663-7632; www.prairieaviationmuseum.org. The 2,400-square-foot facility’s displays include information about various segments of aviation history, including WWII aircraft carriers, Charles Lindbergh, Edwin A. Link’s pilot trainer, and the 20-plus astronauts from the state of Illinois. There are also permanent and rotating exhibits and static outdoor displays of historical aircraft and vehicles. The highlight of the tour is “getting behind the wheel” of a flight simulator for some virtual flight time. Visitors can view or take a ride in the restored DC-3, the only flying exhibit on the National Register of Historic Places.

      
        Upper Limits Rock Climbing Gym. 1304 W. Washington St., Bloomington; (309) 829-TALL; www.upperlimits.com/bloomington. The indoor gym offers individual and family climbing packages. They’ve got all of the gear, plus 65-foot-tall silos, a main climbing area of overhanging terrain, an outdoor boulder, a 110-foot-tall outdoor wall, and 6 auto belays. Upper Limits has a number of classes available and can accommodate any skill level from beginner to experienced.

      
        White Oak Vineyards. 8621 E. 2100 North Rd.; (309) 376-3027; www.whiteoakvineyardsinc.com. Family-run winery set amidst 8 acres of vineyards in central Illinois. Enjoy a glass or a bottle inside the comfortable tasting room, step outside and grab a seat on the wraparound porch, or take it “to go” down by the pond. The winery produces a Seyval Blanc named after their golden retriever, Maxi, and a Bernese Red named for their Swiss Bernese mountain dog, Mortiz, as well as a Norton, Vignoles, Riesling, Steuben, and Cayuga White. Closed Mon.

    

    
      
        where to shop
      

      
        A. Gridley Antiques. 217 E. Front St., Bloomington; (309) 829-9615. Located across from Central Station, treasure hunters can sift through 2 floors of furniture, rugs, lamps, artwork, and bric-a-brac. Open Fri and Sat only. No credit cards accepted.

      
        Beer Nuts Company Store. 103 N. Robinson St., Bloomington; (309) 827-8580. Headquartered in Bloomington, Beer Nuts are still manufactured using the original 1837 recipe. Stop in the store and pick up some Beer Nuts gear and some salty snacks for the ride home.

      
        Downtown Bloomington. 106 W. Monroe St., Bloomington; (309) 829-9599; www.downtownbloomington.org. Shop and stroll through downtown and visit the more than 35 retailers offering goods and services ranging from art and antiques to tailoring and tattooing. There are also a number of restaurants, coffee shops, clubs, and entertainment options available.

      
        Eastland Mall. 1615 E. Empire St., Bloomington; (309) 663-1340; www.ishopeastlandmall.com. Major shopping mall with national retailers like Aeropostale, Express, Express Men, Gap, Gap Kids, Hollister Co., JCPenney, Macy’s, Sears, Talbots, Victoria’s Secret, and Zales Jewelers.

      
        Par’s Rug Warehouse. 229 E. Front St., Bloomington; (309) 828-1336; www.rug101.com. The shop offers antique rugs and fine Persian and Oriental rugs. Featured collections include Heritage Hall, Nourmak, Saffira, Nourison 2000, and Nourison 2003.

      
        The Shoppes at College Hills. North Veterans Pkwy., Normal; (309) 862-3761; www.theshoppesatcollegehills.com. The open-air shopping plaza features top-name stores like Ann Taylor Loft, Bath & Body Works, Chico’s, Gordman’s, Coldwater Creek, Jos. A. Bank, Lane Bryant, Target, Tuesday Morning, Von Maur, and Yankee Candle.

      
        Uptown Normal. 108 Beaufort St., Normal; (309) 433-3420; www.uptownnormal.com. The eclectic retail district offers an array of services, specialty shops, bookstores, coffee-houses, and casual restaurants. It’s also home to attractions like the Normal movie theater and Children’s Discovery Museum.

    

    
      
        where to eat
      

      
        DESTIHL Restaurant & Brew Works. 318 S. Towanda Ave., Normal; (309) 862-2337; www.destihl.com. A self-described “gastrobrewpub” that serves eclectic artisan food that goes well with (or without) beer. Menu specialties include rustic flatbreads, stone-oven pizzas, entree salads like the Brewmaster’s (ancho chicken, andouille sausage, ale onions, mozzarella, smoked Gouda, and chipotle espresso BBQ sauce), hand-breaded cheese curds (with roasted garlic and tomato sauce), spicy Thai shrimp pasta, and the Dopple Chop (beer-brined double bone-in pork chop, roasted red pepper, ale onions, maple glaze, sweet potatoes, and andouille sausage). The restaurant features a wide variety of hand-crafted beers as well as a very good selection of wine and spirits. Open for lunch and dinner, and they offer a weekend brunch on Sat and Sun. $$.

      
        Gene’s Dairy Delight. 1019 S. Main St., Bloomington; (309) 829-6022; www.genesicecream.com. Tiny, old-fashioned ice-cream stand serving soft-serve cones, sundaes, shakes, and banana splits. Gene’s is a local tradition—no matter what the weather is like, people line up for cold treats whenever the stand is open. Open daily from late Feb to Sept. $.

      
        Kelly’s Bakery & Cafe. 113 N. Center St., Bloomington; (309) 820.1200; www.kellysbakeryandcafe.com. Open for breakfast and lunch, Kelly’s serves fresh soups, salads, and cafe and grilled sandwiches like the Black Russian (Angus roast beef, turkey, and provolone cheese with homemade Russian dressing on pumpernickel rye) and the Twisted Turkey (fresh-cut turkey, raspberry-jalapeño spread, and smoked Gouda or provolone cheese). The bakery offers fresh-baked muffins, scones, cream cheese puffs, cinnamon rolls, caramel brownies, and the house specialty, decorated butter cookies. $.

      
        Lancaster’s Fine Dining. 513 N. Main St., Bloomington; (309) 827-3333; www.lancastersrestaurant.com. Lancaster’s offers seasonal menus with items like the Lobster BLT (lobster salad, bacon, tomato, and mesclun mix on a croissant) and Irish Duck Nachos (spicy roasted and shredded duck breast, fresh black bean and corn salsa, pickled jalapeños, lettuce, and queso blanco sauce over fresh-fried potato chips), along with steaks, pasta dishes, seafood, and an impressive wine list. Live music on most Fri nights. $$.

      
        Lucca Grill. 116 E. Market St., Bloomington; (309) 828-7521; www.luccagrill.com. Established in 1936 by the Baldini brothers, the eatery was named for their hometown of Lucca, Italy. House favorites include Lucca’s Famous Chicken Livers, lasagna, Pizza a la Baldini (sausage, pepperoni, ham, onions, mushrooms, green peppers, and pepperoncini), and sandwiches like the Lois (roast beef with grilled onions and green peppers, topped with Swiss cheese) and the Dago Steak (ground chuck served on a hoagie roll). $–$$.

      
        Medici. 120 North St., Normal; (309) 452-6334; www.medicinormal.com. Elegant decor and contemporary ambiance with a menu of fresh seasonal foods and upscale pub grub. Choose from an array of salads, sandwiches, and Gastroburgers (served on a cornmeal-dusted challah bun), along with specialty pizzas and delicacies liked the smoked Gouda mac and cheese, truffle-braised mussels, smoky IPA rib eye, and Puget Sound vegetable couscous. Open daily for lunch and dinner, along with Sunday brunch. $$.

      
        Reality Bites. 414 N. Main St., Bloomington; (309) 828-1300; www.realitybitesinc.com. A contemporary tapas restaurant and bar with a menu of salads, cold plates, hot plates, and specialty plates like Baja fish tacos, sesame-encrusted salmon, and the drunken chicken (pan-roasted chicken breast, sautéed green beans, garlic mashed potatoes, and dark rum reduction). There’s a good selection of wines, artisan beers, and cocktails. Closed Sun and Mon. $$.

      
        Rosie’s Pub. 106 E. Front St., Bloomington; (309) 827-7019; www.rosiesbloomington.com. Rosie’s offers a casual, intimate dining experience with a menu of grilled flatbreads, burgers, sandwiches, and appetizers. Try the Rosie’s Red Eye (Bloody Mary–marinated 8-ounce flatiron steak topped with a fried egg) or a chipotle black bean burger. There is also an extensive specialty martini selection. Open for lunch and dinner. $–$$.

      
        Station 220. 220 E. Front St., Bloomington; (309) 828-2323; www.station220.com. Housed within the Central Fire Station, built in 1902, Station 220 is a complete “Farm to Fork” restaurant. Offering food

    

    
      
        where to stay
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