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This book is copyright protected, and it is only for personal use. You cannot amend, distribute, sell, use, quote or paraphrase any part of the content within the book without the written consent of the author or copyright owner. 

Every effort has been made to make this book as complete and accurate as possible. Although the author and publisher have prepared this publication with the greatest of care, and every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy, we assume no responsibility or liability for errors, inaccuracies or omissions. You assume all risks associated with using the advice given below, with a full understanding that you, solely, are responsible for anything that may occur as a result of putting this information into action in any way, and regardless of your interpretation of the advice. 

The purpose of this book is to educate. The author and publisher do not warrant that the information contained in the book is fully complete and shall not be responsible for any errors or omissions. The author and publisher shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by this book, nor do we make any claims or promises of your ability to achieve the same, or any positive, results as asserted by using any of this information. 

© Copyright 2017 Chris Morris. All Rights Reserved
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Your comprehensive Slugpedia for getting rid of slugs - naturally
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Welcome to your guide to over 100 methods of slug control without using the chemical treatments which may be bad for wildlife and the environment. Some chemical poisons may kill slugs very effectively, but they will also have a pretty detrimental effect on their predators.

Extensive research has gone into this compilation, which has drawn together information from many sources to provide an A-Z index, which has been cross-referenced for ease of use. There is no single silver bullet which is guaranteed to get rid of slugs every time, in every garden, in every part of the world. You will probably find that different combinations will work best for you, depending upon your particular circumstances.

After all, there are over 500 different species of land-dwelling slugs, and as many of them have evolved independently, they are not necessarily closely related. Many of them have diverse characteristics, due to their evolution from multiple different snail families .

Do please bear in mind that no matter how much you may dislike slugs in your garden, no-one should wish for absolute slug extinction. Slug control is the desired aim. After all, slugs are a valuable food source for many creatures, including the hedgehog, amphibians, and many birds. 

Eradicating all slugs from your garden would also be detrimental to the soil's health. Slugs are in fact very efficient at recycling organic material and helping to enrich soil in a similar fashion to compost. It is important to strike a balance. There is some merit in having a few slugs around to act as mini-composters for your garden, as well as being food for beneficial creatures.

It is vital to maintain the right balance of your garden friends, the bees, butterflies, ladybugs, neuroptera such as lacewings and all the rest, so be careful that slug control doesn't create a detrimental knock-on effect.

Don't rely on just one of the following methods. Some work in certain areas better than others, some work with particular types of slug and not others, and combining methods as part of a varied approach is by far the best, according to your own circumstances. Persevere, be consistent, test and test again. The answer is here. The question is, which is the one for you?

N.B.

For ease of use I refer mainly to slugs throughout this book, although the vast majority of methods will equally apply to snails.
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This book has been designed for fast cross-referencing. Just click on any link coloured in blue, which will take you to a relevant section of this book, or to a secure recommended website for further information. 

​Aluminum Foil (aluminium foil)

[image: ]You can try this as an experiment around one or two of your prized plants. The reason you may wish to experiment at first is that there are other deterrents later in this book which use different methods, and this may perhaps be the least attractive and organic of them all. However, if you find that your slimy garden guests are significantly deterred by this method then you can ramp it up.

So, the simple idea of using aluminium foil as a deterrent starts with a preparation of your preferred garden mulch method. Then mix into it several strips of aluminium foil. This is a material that slugs do not respond to very well, and as long as there is sufficient concentration of these strips to keep them at bay your plants should remain unmolested by the mollusc.

​Aluminum Sulfate (aluminium sulphate)

This is an extra deterrent for your arsenal, but it tends only to be effective against small slugs.

There have been various scare stories in the press about excessive exposure to this chemical compound, but it continues to be used in water purification. Although connections between aluminium and dementia have been investigated in the past the results were inconclusive and few scientists today believe that it poses any threat in regular use. You are unlikely to overuse it in your garden, but nevertheless it is certainly worth bearing in mind, and we do not recommend its use over other, more natural methods. Slugs certainly don't like it, and if you are concerned then be sure to use in moderation (when slugs are particularly active, after rain for example), and avoid contact with seedlings. 

​Ash

Slugs and snails dislike dry, abrasive, surfaces so you can build up an inch-high, three-inch wide barrier of ashes distributed around your entire garden, or just your tastiest plants, to deter the pests. [image: ]Obviously this protective barrier may be unrealistic for very large gardens, and it will need to be replaced quite frequently following rain, but it is quite easy to do if you have regular access to ash or cinders. However, you will find that excessive use tends to increase the alkaline level of the soil. As is so often the case, it is a question of balance, and you may redress this by also using several of the other methods listed here, such as aluminum sulfate, hair, and a grassy mulch sprinkled with pine needles.

Badgers

These animals will prefer to eat your garden-friendly earthworms rather than slugs, but they are not going to turn down a slug smorgasbord if your garden is alive with slugs. In general a badger is likely to harm your lawn and also eat any slug-eating hedgehogs in the vicinity, so they are not really to be encouraged. Nevertheless, if you want to be rid of slugs then a badger can certainly help you out.

​Bark Chippings

This form of barrier is unlikely to work in isolation, because although slugs and snails dislike the movement of the chippings as they slither over them there is little to stop them from taking the easier route by finding their way through beneath the bark. However, if you add smaller, shredded bark chippings, particularly pine bark, as a secondary barrier above a scratchy mulch or other deterrent surface referred to throughout this book then you will have double the resistance. You must out-think the slug!

You may also use regular bark chippings as a means of trapping slugs, since they will tend to hide beneath the bark. Concentrate the area for this trap in an accessible corner of your garden, spread the bark chippings not less than 6 inches square, then investigate the slug population ready for handpicking the next morning. 

​Barriers

There are plenty of commercial barriers available, but there are also a multitude of home-prepared obstacles which you can place in a slug's path. Scratchy stuff will help, as will copper, plastic bottles around stems - and a fly screen! Each of these methods is described in more detail separately throughout this book (see below). What you should always bear in mind, however, is that for every slug above ground there are likely to be a further five underground, and if the determined slug can't go over it then it will go under it, so while most barriers act as a deterrent the best ones are those which can spread right up against the plant stem without damaging it. The good news is that many of the underground slugs prefer to stay right where they are, grinding up dead material and cultivating your soil for you, and are not burrowing underground purely to circumvent your barrier!

Here are some examples of barriers and deterrents which you can read about in more depth throughout this book:

Aluminum Foil - Aluminum Sulfate - Artemisia Leaves - Ash - Bark Chippings - Bordeaux Mixture - Cat Litter - Cinders - Coffee - Companion Planting - Copper - Cotton Wool - Diatomaceous Earth - Dry Surfaces - Epsom Salts - Fly Screen - Flour - Garlic - Geranium Leaves - Ginger - Grease - Hair - Herbs (aromatic) - Horseradish - Lava Rock - Lavender - Light - Lime - Lint - Mulch Deterrents - Mullein Leaves - Mugwort - Neem Oil - Oak Leaves - Petroleum Jelly - Pine Needles - Pistachio Shells - Plastic Bottles - Prunings (sharp) - Quack Grass - Quassia Tree Shavings - Radishes - Red Bush Tea - Rosemary Sprigs - Sacrificial Plantings - Sage Brush - Salt Rings - Sand - Sandpaper - Scratchy Stuff - Seaweed - Ssukcha - Sweet Gum Tree pods - Sweet Woodruff - Swiss Chard (red-leaved) - Talcum Powder - Vermiculite - WD-40 - Wormwood Tea.  

​Beer Batter

Take a couple of tablespoons of flour and keep adding a little beer at a time until the mixture becomes smooth. This is your beer batter, and you can use just a teaspoon of this as bait within a paper cup turned on its side. Place several of these cups around your garden to attract the beer-loving slug, or use on successive nights. In the morning you should be pleased to find a cup full of slugs which have become trapped by the floury mixture and died. Dispose of each cup to decompose with the slugs in your compost bin.

​Beer Trap, or 'Slug Pub'

Slugs love the fermentation gases which emanate from beer. Why not give them a bit of what they love? Bury a container such as an old margarine pot in the ground, so that the lip stands about 1" (2.54cm) proud. This should prevent other, more beneficial, creatures accidentally falling in. Then fill at least half full with (preferably) stale beer. It would be a shame to give slugs the really good stuff, and they aren't connoisseurs - although they are known to have their favorites! Greasing, or soaping, the container on the inside helps to prevent any slugs which haven't become anesthetized by the beer and drowned from making their drunken escape. Leave the beer trap overnight and wait for it to fill up with inebriated, drowning, slugs. This is an excellent method of slug disposal, as they can then be carefully removed and deposited in your compost bin to decompose and become plant food. The ultimate plant revenge! [image: ]

As an alternative you can lay an (almost) empty can of beer in your garden close to a slug’s favoured food, such as dandelion leaves. In the morning simply empty out the remaining beer, along with several plump slugs (as many as 16 from 4 cans in tests)!

Incidentally, your choice of beer really could make a difference. A study was undertaken by ​Professor Whitney Cranshaw of Colorado State University to discover this very important element of slug control. The fascinating results show a slug preference for Kingsbury Malt Beverage, with Michelob and Budweiser not far behind. However, no comparison was made with British beers or other worldwide beverages, although Guinness is known to be a slug favorite. In general, the yeastier the beer the better.

Of course, a better use of beer would be to drink it yourself and then stagger round the garden in the dark with a torch, gate-crash the evening slug banquet and just pick them up yourself. Then dispose of them using one of the methods described in Disposal of Slugs.

(As alternatives, also see Grape Juice, and Yeast).

Note: It is not a good idea to use any of the Beer Trap methods if you are also actively encouraging natural predators such as frogs, lizards and newts, as they may well suffer the same fate as the slugs. One way of discouraging these predators from the beer trap is to ensure that access is quite
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