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DISCLAIMER


Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the information contained in this manual. However, due to the constantly evolving nature of technology—including updates, patches, and changes to product specifications—it is not possible to guarantee that every step, process, or detail described herein will remain current or applicable at the time you use this guide. The procedures and features outlined may differ from what you experience on your own device, as Windows 11 may be updated or modified by Microsoft at any time without notice. The author assumes no responsibility or liability for any discrepancies, errors, or outcomes resulting from the use of this manual. Please excuse any variations as this cannot be helped. 








INTRODUCTION
 

Welcome to Your Windows 11 Journey!
 









Congratulations on stepping into the exciting world of Windows 11! Whether you've just unboxed a brand-new PC or recently upgraded from an older version of Windows, you're now equipped with Microsoft's latest and most advanced operating system. Windows 11 brings a fresh, modern design, enhanced productivity features, and a streamlined experience, all intended to help make your daily computing tasks easier and more enjoyable.
 

I understand that learning a new operating system might feel a bit daunting. With new layouts, updated features, and a different look, it's natural to have questions. That's exactly why this book was created. Think of it not as a jargon-laden, long winded, technical manual. Instead, look at it like a friendly school teacher, offering step-by-step guidance to help you confidently navigate Windows 11, right from day one. Kinda like a nerdy Professor, but without the pocket protector. (Ok. Really bad joke, I know. Sorry!)
 

This book will walk you through everything you need to know in order to get comfortable and be productive with Windows 11. You can literally learn your way around the interface in like a day (or so) if you dive head-long into this manual. Okay, it might take a bit longer if you’ve never seen a computer screen before. Still, the idea here is that you should be able to acquire a solid, baseline understanding of Windows 11 in a matter of hours or days, not weeks or months. This book will cover everything you need to know for kickoff, including:
 


	● Getting Started: From initial setup to understanding the basic layout. We’ve got you covered!
 

	● Navigating the Interface: Mastering the Start Menu, Taskbar, and File Explorer.
 

	● Personalizing Your PC: Making Windows 11 truly your own with themes, backgrounds, and user account settings.
 

	● Everyday Productivity: Leveraging powerful multitasking tools and essential built-in apps.
 

	● Maintaining Your PC: Simple steps to keep your computer secure, organized, and running smoothly.
 

	● Troubleshooting Common Issues: Quick fixes for typical problems you might encounter.
 



The goal here is to demystify Windows 11, provide clear, concise instructions and offer helpful tips that you can immediately put into practice. You don't need to be a tech expert to follow along – this guide is designed for everyone. Even nerdy Professors (sorry again!)
 

So, take a deep breath, click that Start button in your mind, and let's begin your journey with Windows 11!




Chapter 1
 

Getting Started with Windows 11
 



If you're new to computers, or simply new to this version of Windows, Chapter 1 should help a lot. Use it as a guide to get you up and running and give you a general understanding of the basics. In this chapter, we'll walk through everything from turning on your new computer for the first time to navigating the essential parts of the Windows 11 desktop. (note: If you feel like you’re good with the “how to turn your computer on” stuff, feel free to skip down to the next section.)
 


1.1 Initial Setup and Your First Boot
 

So, you got a new Windows 11 PC. Congratulations! Now, the very first time you turn it on, you're going to be met with a simple setup process. This is often called the "Out-of-Box Experience" or OOBE. Don't worry, it's designed to be straightforward and It’ll help you get online and create your user account.
 

What to Expect When You First Turn On Your PC
 


		Power On: Locate the power button on your computer (it's usually on the front or side of a desktop, or on the keyboard deck of a laptop). Press it firmly.
 

		Language and Region Selection: The first screen you'll likely see asks you to confirm your language and region. This ensures that Windows displays text correctly and uses the right date and time formats for your location.





	○ Choose your preferred language from the dropdown menu.
 

	○ Select your country or region.
 

	○ Click "Yes" or "Next" to continue.
 




		Keyboard Layout: Next, you'll be asked to confirm your keyboard layout. This is important for ensuring your keys type the characters you expect (e.g., if you use a UK keyboard vs. a US keyboard). Most users will stick with the default suggested layout.
 




	○ Confirm the primary keyboard layout.
 

	○ You might be asked if you want to add a second keyboard layout. For most users, "Skip" or "No" is fine here.
 

	○ Click "Yes" or "Next."
 




		Connect to a Network: Windows 11 needs an internet connection to complete the setup, especially for signing in with a Microsoft Account (which we'll cover next).





	○ If you have a wired (Ethernet) connection, plug in the cable, and Windows will likely detect it automatically.
 

	○ For Wi-Fi, you'll see a list of available wireless networks.
 




	■ Click on your home Wi-Fi network name.

	■ Click "Connect."

	■ You'll be prompted to enter your Wi-Fi password (often found on a sticker on your router).

	■ Click "Next" once the password is entered.
 




	○ Some versions of Windows 11 might offer an option to continue with limited setup offline, if you’re not able to connect to the internet. It's highly recommended to connect though, if at all possible. The setup experience will be better if you can connect.
 




		Name Your Device (Optional but Recommended): You might be asked to give your computer a name. This is helpful if you have multiple PCs in your home, since it makes them easier to identify on your network.
 




	○ Type a name (e.g., "John's Laptop," "Family PC," “Headless Chicken” or something else that suits you).
 

	○ Click "Next."
 



Setting Up Your Microsoft Account
 

A Microsoft Account is a free account that allows you to access many Windows features, synchronize settings across devices, download apps from the Microsoft Store, and use cloud services like OneDrive (for file storage). You’re not required to have a Microsoft account but it's definitely recommended for the full Windows 11 experience. Plus it’s free, so why not?
 


		Sign in with your Microsoft Account:
 




	○ If you already have a Microsoft Account (e.g., for Outlook.com, Xbox, or other Microsoft services), enter your email address, phone number, or Skype name.
 

	○ Click "Next."
 

	○ Enter your password and click "Sign in."
 




		Create a New Account (If You Don't Have One):
 




	○ If you don't have a Microsoft Account, click on the "Create one!" link.
 

	○ Follow the prompts to enter your desired email address (or get a new Outlook.com address), create a password, and provide some basic information like your name and birth date.
 

	○ You'll likely be asked to verify your account via email or phone for security. Follow those steps.
 




		Create a PIN: For faster and more secure sign-ins to your PC, Windows 11 will ask you to create a PIN (Personal Identification Number). This PIN is specific to your device and doesn't leave your computer, making it more secure than your Microsoft Account password for daily use. Here’s how to create your PIN:
 




	○ Click "Create PIN."
 

	○ Enter a four-digit (or longer) PIN. You can choose to include letters and symbols for added security if you wish. (Mine’s: [i8Fudge!] but you can use whatever you like). 
 

	○ Re-enter the PIN to confirm it.
 

	○ Click "OK."
 



Privacy Settings for Your Device
 

Before you reach the desktop, Windows 11 will present you with several privacy settings. These allow you to control how much data your PC shares with Microsoft. Read through each option carefully and decide what you're comfortable with. You can always change these later in the Settings app.
 

Common options include:
 


	● Location: Allows apps and services to use your location.

	● Find my device: Helps you locate a lost or stolen device.

	● Diagnostic data: Sends information about your PC's performance and issues to Microsoft.

	● Tailored experiences: Uses diagnostic data to provide personalized tips and ads.

	● Advertising ID: Enables personalized ads based on your app usage.
 



For each option, choose "Accept" or "Decline" based on your preference.
 

You’re Almost There!
 

After you've made your privacy choices, Windows 11 will take a few more moments to finalize everything. You'll see a screen that says something like "Hi," "We're preparing things for you," or "This might take a few minutes." or “Chill bro’ I’m doing the best I can.” Okay, so maybe you won’t see that last one, but the other messages are completely normal as Windows sets up your user profile and prepares your desktop.
 

Soon, you'll be greeted by the Windows 11 desktop, ready for you to explore!
 


1.2 Essential First Steps After Setup
 

Once the initial setup is complete, you'll land on the Windows 11 desktop. This is your digital workspace, and it's where you'll spend most of your time. Before we dive into navigating the interface, let's make sure you're connected to the internet and then show you how to give your desktop a personal touch.
 

Connecting to Wi-Fi (Post-Setup)
 

While you likely connected to Wi-Fi during the initial setup, there might be times when you need to connect to a new network, or perhaps you skipped it earlier. Connecting to Wi-Fi in Windows 11 is quick and easy.
 


		Access Quick Settings: The quickest way to manage your network connection (and other common settings) is through the Quick Settings panel.
 




	○ Look at the far right side of your Taskbar (um, it’s the bar at the bottom of your screen).
 

	○ You'll see a group of icons, which usually includes the Wi-Fi icon, speaker icon, and battery icon (on laptops).
 

	○ Click anywhere on this group of icons (e.g., the Wi-Fi, speaker, or battery icon).
 




		Open Network Settings: The Quick Settings panel will pop up.
 




	○ Look for the Wi-Fi button. It usually lights up blue if Wi-Fi is enabled.
 

	○ Click the arrow next to the Wi-Fi button (or the Wi-Fi button itself if it shows "Not Connected"). This will expand the list of available networks.
 




		Select Your Network:
 




	○ You'll now see a list of all Wi-Fi networks in range.
 

	○ Click on the name of the network you want to connect to (e.g., your home Wi-Fi).
 




		Connect and Enter Password:
 




	○ After selecting your network, ensure the "Connect automatically" box is checked if you want your PC to remember and join this network every time it's in range.
 

	○ Click "Connect."
 

	○ If it's a secure network (most home Wi-Fi networks are), you'll be prompted to enter the network security key, which is your Wi-Fi password.
 

	○ Type your password carefully.
 

	○ Click "Next" or "OK."
 




		Confirm Connection: Once the password is correct, your PC will connect to the internet. The Wi-Fi icon in Quick Settings will show as "Connected," and you'll see "Connected, secured" next to your network name. You're now online!
 



Basic Personalization: Giving Your Desktop a Personal Touch
 

Your desktop is the first thing you see when you sign in, so why not make it feel like your own? You can do this by customizing your background (wallpaper) and changing up the color scheme if you like. Windows 11 makes it incredibly easy to change your wallpaper and theme.
 

Changing Your Desktop Wallpaper
 

The wallpaper is the background image on your desktop. You can choose from pre-installed images or use your own photos.
 


		Right-Click on the Desktop: Find an empty space on your desktop (make sure you're not clicking on an icon).
 




	○ Right-click your mouse. A small menu will appear.
 




		Select "Personalize":
 




	○ From the menu, click on "Personalize." This will open the Personalization section of the Settings app.
 



Choose Your Background:
 


	○ In the Personalization settings, "Background" will be the first option selected.
 

	○ Under "Personalize your background," click the dropdown menu and select "Picture."
 

	○ You'll see a selection of recent images and default Windows backgrounds. Click on any image to instantly set it as your wallpaper.
 




		Use Your Own Photo:
 




	○ If you’ve got some cool photos saved and want to use one of your own pictures instead, click the "Browse photos" button.
 

	○ A File Explorer window will open, allowing you to navigate to where your photos are saved (e.g., your "Pictures" folder, "Downloads," or a USB drive).
 

	○ Select the image you want and click "Choose picture." Make sure you really like the picture, because it will immediately become your desktop background!
 



Changing Your Theme
 

A theme is a collection of visual elements that changes your wallpaper, accent colors, sounds, and even your mouse pointer, giving your entire Windows experience a cohesive look and feel.
 


		Access Theme Settings:
 




	○ Go back to the Personalization settings (as described in steps 1 & 2 above, by right-clicking on the desktop and selecting "Personalize").
 

	○ In the left-hand menu, click on "Themes."
 




		Select a Theme:
 




	○ You'll see several pre-installed Windows themes, each with a preview of its wallpaper and color scheme. (Some are okay, some aren’t).
 

	○ Click on any theme to apply it. Your desktop wallpaper, window colors, and even some system sounds might change instantly.
 




		Explore More Themes:
 




	○ If you want more options, click on "Browse themes" under "Get more themes from Microsoft Store." This will open the Microsoft Store app, where you can download many free and paid themes.
 



Personalizing your desktop is a fun and easy way to make your new Windows 11 PC truly yours. Next, let’s dive into the core of how you interact with Windows 11 by checking out the new Start Menu and Taskbar.
 


1.3 Navigating the Interface
 

Now that your PC is set up and personalized, it's time to get comfortable with the primary tools you'll use every day: the Start Menu, the Taskbar, and File Explorer. These are your gateways to launching applications, managing your files, and accessing essential settings.
 

The New Start Menu: Your Gateway to Apps and Info
 

The Start Menu in Windows 11 has a fresh new look, centered on the Taskbar. It's still your primary spot to find and launch applications, shut down your PC, and access user information, even though it looks a little different than it did in previous versions of Windows.
 

How to Open the Start Menu
 


		Click the Start Button: Look for the Windows logo icon on your Taskbar. By default, it's centered at the bottom of your screen.
 




	○ Clicking this icon will open the Start Menu.
 

	○ Alternatively, you can press the Windows key on your keyboard to open the Start Menu.
 



Understanding the Start Menu Layout
 

When you open the Start Menu, you'll see a few key areas:
 


	● Pinned Apps: The top section shows a grid of your most used or "pinned" applications. These are like quick shortcuts to your favorite programs.
 

	● All Apps Button: Below the pinned apps, you'll see an "All apps" button. Clicking this reveals a full alphabetical list of every program installed on your computer.
 

	● Recommended Section: This section displays recently opened files, frequently used apps, and sometimes suggested items, helping you quickly pick up where you left off.
 

	● User Account & Power Options: At the very bottom of the Start Menu, you'll find your user account picture (where you can lock your PC or sign out) and the Power button (for shutting down, restarting, or putting your PC to sleep).
 



Pinning and Unpinning Apps
 

Keeping your favorite apps pinned to the Start Menu or the Taskbar makes them easy to find.
 


		To Pin an App (from All Apps list):
 




	○ Open the Start Menu and click "All apps."
 

	○ Scroll through the alphabetical list to find the app you want to pin.
 

	○ Right-click on the app's name.
 

	○ From the context menu, you'll see options:
 




	■ "Pin to Start": Adds it to the main pinned section of the Start Menu.

	■ "Pin to Taskbar": Adds it directly to the Taskbar for even quicker access.
 




	○ Click the desired option.
 




		To Unpin an App (from Pinned section or Taskbar):
 




	○ Go to the Start Menu's "Pinned" section or look at your Taskbar.
 

	○ Right-click on the app's icon that you want to unpin.
 

	○ From the context menu, select "Unpin from Start" or "Unpin from taskbar."
 



Finding Programs (Searching)
 

If you can't find an app immediately, the fastest way to open it is to search.
 


		Open the Start Menu: (or click the Search icon on the Taskbar, which looks like a magnifying glass).
 

		Start Typing: As soon as the Start Menu is open, just start typing the name of the program you're looking for (e.g., "Word," "Calculator," "Paint").
 

		Launch the App: Windows 11 will display search results as you type. When you see the app you want, simply click on its name or icon to open it.
 



The Taskbar: Your Quick Access Hub
 

The Taskbar is the long strip usually found at the bottom of your screen. It's where your Start button, search icon, open applications, and Quick Settings live. (Some people change the orientation of the Taskbar so that it sits vertically along the left side of the screen. I think this looks goofy but hey, whatever works for you.)
 

Customizing Taskbar Icons
 


	● Rearranging Icons: You can click and drag any pinned app icon on the Taskbar to change its order.
 

	● Showing/Hiding Icons:
 




	○ Right-click on an empty space on the Taskbar.
 

	○ Select "Taskbar settings."
 

	○ In the Settings window that opens, you'll see options under "Taskbar items" to toggle the visibility of Search, Task View, Widgets, and Chat. Flip the switches to "On" or "Off" as desired.
 

	○ Further down, under "Taskbar corner icons" and "Taskbar corner overflow," you can control which system icons (like Pen menu, Touch keyboard) and background app icons appear.
 



Quick Settings
 

As we touched on earlier, the Quick Settings panel is a handy place to control commonly used settings.
 


		Open Quick Settings: Click on the group of icons on the far right of the Taskbar (usually Wi-Fi, Speaker, Battery icons).
 

		Common Settings:
 




	○ Wi-Fi: Click the Wi-Fi icon to see available networks or disconnect.
 

	○ Volume: Drag the slider to adjust your speaker volume.
 

	○ Brightness: Drag the slider to adjust your screen brightness (on laptops).
 

	○ Bluetooth: Turn Bluetooth on/off to connect wireless devices.
 

	○ Focus: Helps you concentrate by silencing notifications.
 

	○ Night light: Reduces blue light from your screen, making it easier on your eyes at night.
 



You can also click the pencil icon at the bottom of the Quick Settings panel to edit which quick settings tiles are visible.
 

File Explorer: Managing Your Digital World
 

File Explorer is your central hub for organizing and accessing all the files, folders, and drives on your computer. Think of it as your digital filing cabinet.
 

How to Open File Explorer
 


	● Click the File Explorer icon on the Taskbar. It looks like a folder with a blue clip.
 




	○ Alternatively, you can press the Windows key + E on your keyboard.
 



Understanding the File Explorer Window
 

When File Explorer opens, you'll typically land on "Home" (or "Quick access" in some older versions), which shows frequently used folders and recent files.
 


	● Navigation Pane (Left Side): This pane lists your main folders (Desktop, Documents, Downloads, Pictures, etc.), drives (like your C: drive), and network locations. Click on any of these to navigate to that location.
 

	● Content Pane (Right Side): This large area displays the contents (files and folders) of the location you've selected in the Navigation Pane.
 

	● Address Bar (Top): Shows your current location in a clear path.
 

	● Search Box (Top Right): Allows you to search for files and folders within the current location.
 



Basic File Management
 


		Creating a New Folder:
 




	○ Navigate to the location where you want to create the folder (e.g., your "Documents" folder).
 

	○ In the ribbon at the top of the File Explorer window, click "New" and then select "Folder."
 

	○ A new folder will appear, highlighted, allowing you to type a name. Type a meaningful name for your folder (e.g., "My Projects," "Fruity Vacation Photos 2025") and press Enter.
 




		Moving and Copying Files/Folders:
 




	○ Moving (Cut & Paste): This takes the file from its original location and places it elsewhere.
 




	■ Right-click on the file or folder you want to move.

	■ Select the "Cut" icon (scissors) or option.

	■ Navigate to the new location where you want to place it.

	■ Right-click in an empty space in the new location.

	■ Select the "Paste" icon (clipboard) or option.
 




	○ Copying (Copy & Paste): This creates a duplicate of the file in a new location, leaving the original intact.
 




	■ Follow the same steps as above, but select the "Copy" icon (two overlapping squares) or option instead of "Cut."
 



Searching for Files
 


	○ Open File Explorer and navigate to the folder where you think the file might be (or just select "This PC" to search your entire computer).
 

	○ Click into the Search box at the top right of the File Explorer window.
 

	○ Start typing the name of the file or folder you're looking for. Results will appear as you type.
 



Desktop Basics: Icons, Shortcuts, and a Clean Workspace
 

Your desktop is the primary visual area of Windows 11. It's often the first thing you see, and it can contain icons, shortcuts, and open windows.
 

Understanding Icons and Shortcuts
 


	● Icons: These are graphical representations of programs, files, or folders. Double-clicking an icon opens the associated item.
 

	● Shortcuts: A special type of icon that is a link to an original program, file, or folder located elsewhere on your computer. Shortcuts are identifiable by a small arrow in their bottom-left corner. Deleting a shortcut does not delete the original item.
 



Creating a Desktop Shortcut
 

The easiest way to create a shortcut to a frequently used app, file, or folder:
 


		Locate the Item: Find the program (e.g., in the "All apps" list in the Start Menu, or in File Explorer), file, or folder you want to create a shortcut for.
 

		Drag and Drop:
 




	○ Click and drag the item directly from its location (e.g., from the "All apps" list or File Explorer) onto your desktop.
 

	○ As you drag, you'll often see a "Create link" or "Create shortcut" tooltip.
 

	○ Release the mouse button, and a new shortcut will appear on your desktop.
 



Creating a Clean Workspace
 

A cluttered desktop can make it hard to find what you need. Here are some tips for keeping it tidy:
 


	● Use the Taskbar and Start Menu: Pin frequently used apps here instead of creating lots of desktop shortcuts.
 

	● Organize into Folders: Instead of scattering files everywhere, create a few well-named folders on your desktop (e.g., "Temporary Files," "Work in Progress" or “Pictures of Grandma’s Teeth”) and drag related items into them.
 

	● Hide Desktop Icons (Temporarily): If you want a completely clean view, you can hide all desktop icons without deleting them.
 




	○ Right-click on an empty space on the desktop.
 

	○ Hover over "View."
 

	○ Click "Show desktop icons" to uncheck it. Your icons will disappear. Click it again to make them reappear.
 



Okay. We’re making progress. By now you should be able to turn your computer on and navigate around just a bit. Let's continue with the "Essential Settings" section. This is a vital part for new users to feel in control of their PC.
 


1.4 Essential Settings
 

Beyond basic personalization, the Settings app is your central control panel for almost everything on your Windows 11 PC. From managing your display and sound to checking your internet connection, the Settings app provides an organized way to customize and troubleshoot your system.
 

How to Access the Settings App
 

There are a few easy ways to open the Settings app:
 


		From the Start Menu (Recommended):
 




	○ Click the Start button (the Windows logo) on the Taskbar.
 

	○ Look for the gear icon (labeled "Settings") in the bottom left corner of the Start Menu.
 

	○ Click the gear icon to open the Settings app.
 




		Using Quick Settings:
 




	○ Click the Quick Settings icon group (Wi-Fi, Speaker, Battery) on the far right of the Taskbar.
 

	○ In the Quick Settings panel that appears, click the gear icon at the bottom right.
 




		Using the Search Bar:
 




	○ Click the Search icon on the Taskbar (magnifying glass) or simply open the Start Menu and start typing.
 

	○ Type "Settings" into the search bar.
 

	○ Click on the "Settings" app in the search results.
 



Once opened, the Settings app has a navigation pane on the left with different categories (e.g., System, Bluetooth & devices, Network & internet), and the main content area on the right where you adjust settings for the selected category.
 

Basic Display Settings: Seeing Clearly
 

The Display settings allow you to control how things look on your screen, including text size, screen resolution, and brightness.
 


		Access Display Settings:
 




	○ Open the Settings app.
 

	○ The default view is "System." On the right side, click on "Display."
 




		Adjust Brightness (Laptops):
 




	○ If you're on a laptop, you'll see a "Brightness" slider at the top of the Display settings.
 

	○ Drag the slider left or right to increase or decrease screen brightness.
 

	○ Remember, you can also adjust brightness using function keys on your keyboard or from the Quick Settings panel.
 




		Change Display Resolution:
 




	○ “Resolution” refers to the number of pixels displayed on your screen, affecting how sharp and large everything appears. A higher resolution means more content can fit on the screen, but it might look smaller.
 

	○ Scroll down to the "Scale & layout" section.
 

	○ Under "Display resolution," click the dropdown menu.
 

	○ The option marked "(Recommended)" is usually the best setting for your monitor. If things look too blurry or too small, you can experiment with other resolutions, but always try to stick to the recommended one for the best visual quality.
 

	○ After selecting a new resolution, Windows will ask you to "Keep changes?" Click "Keep changes" within 15 seconds, or it will revert.
 




		Scale (Text Size):
 




	○ Also under "Scale & layout," the "Scale" setting changes the size of text, apps, and other items without changing the resolution itself.
 

	○ The recommended percentage is usually good, but if text is too small or too large, click the dropdown and choose a different percentage (e.g., 125% to make things larger).
 



Sound Settings: Hearing What You Need To
 

The Sound settings allow you to control your volume, choose which speakers or headphones your sound comes


		Access Sound Settings:
 




	○ Open the Settings app.
 

	○ On the left, click "System."
 

	○ On the right side, click on "Sound."
 




		Adjust Master Volume:
 




	○ At the top of the Sound settings, you'll see a "Master volume" slider. Drag this to adjust the overall volume for your PC.
 




		Choose Output Device (Speakers/Headphones):
 




	○ If you have multiple audio devices connected (like built-in speakers, external speakers, or headphones), you need to tell Windows which one to use.
 

	○ Under "Output," you'll see a section called "Choose where to play sound."
 

	○ Click the dropdown arrow next to the currently selected device.
 

	○ A list of all connected audio output devices will appear. Click on the device you want to use (e.g., "Speakers (Realtek Audio)" or "Headphones").
 




		Manage Input Device (Microphone):
 




	○ If you use a microphone (for video calls, recording, etc.), you can select it under the "Input" section.
 

	○ Under "Input," click the dropdown arrow next to "Choose a device for speaking or recording."
 

	○ Select your desired microphone from the list. You can also test your microphone from this screen to ensure it's working.
 






		Access Network & Internet Settings:
 




	○ Open the Settings app.
 

	○ On the left, click "Network & internet."
 




		Wi-Fi Status and Management:
 




	○ The "Network & internet" page immediately shows your connection status. If you're connected to Wi-Fi, it will display the network name.
 

	○ To view details or manage your Wi-Fi connection, click on "Wi-Fi."
 

	○ Here you can:
 




	■ Toggle Wi-Fi On/Off.

	■ See a list of "Show available networks" to connect to a new one.

	■ Click on your currently connected network for more details and options, such as whether it's a "Public" or "Private" network (important for security).
 




		Ethernet (Wired Connection):
 




	○ If your computer is connected directly to your router with an Ethernet cable, you'll see "Ethernet" listed as your connection type.
 

	○ Click on "Ethernet" to view its status and settings. Generally, wired connections require less configuration.
 






		Check Physical Connections: Ensure your Ethernet cable is securely plugged into both your computer and your router/modem. For Wi-Fi, ensure your computer's Wi-Fi is turned on.
 

		Restart Your Router/Modem: Unplug your internet router and modem from the power outlet for about 30 seconds, then plug them back in. Wait a few minutes for them to fully restart before checking your connection again. This solves a surprising number of internet problems.
 

		Run the Troubleshooter:
 




	○ In the "Network & internet" settings, scroll down and click on "Advanced network settings."
 

	○ Under "More settings," click "Network troubleshooter."
 

	○ Follow the on-screen prompts. Windows will try to identify and fix common connection problems automatically.
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