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Dear Reader,

Did you know there’s a Magic Tree House® book for every kid? From those just starting to read chapter books to more experienced readers, Magic Tree House® has something for everyone, including science, sports, geography, wildlife, history…and always a bit of mystery and magic!
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Happy reading!
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why we write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:


“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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For Owen Landolf, a really great kid





Soccer Consultant:

JESSIE McMANMON COONEY, soccer player for College of the Holy Cross and coach and board member of the Great Barrington, Massachusetts, soccer league

Education Consultant:

HEIDI JOHNSON, language acquisition and science education specialist, Bisbee, Arizona

Special thanks to Peter Boyce, and the wonderful folks at Random House: Mallory Loehr, Paula Sadler, Jenna Lettice, Heather Palisi, and of course, the intrepid Diane Landolf, who goes where few dare to tread





[image: Contents][image: Contents]



Cover

Magic Tree House® Levels

Note

Title Page

Copyright

Dedication

Acknowledgments



Introductory Note


1. Soccer


2. The Laws of the Game


3. Let the Game Begin!


4. Great Players


5. The World Cup


6. Soccer Changes Lives


 Doing More Research



Credits

About the Authors







[image: ][image: ]



Dear Readers,

In Soccer on Sunday, we had an adventure in Mexico City during the 1970 World Cup. We learned what a thrill it is to watch soccer stars like Pelé. We also discovered why soccer is the most popular sport in the world: it’s a great game!

In the World Cup, teams from all over the planet compete to see which team is the best. The games are an amazing way for people from different cultures to get to know one another. The World Cup games are so exciting that billions of people watch and cheer on their favorite teams.

What really surprised us is that games like soccer have been around for so long. Over 4,000 years ago, the ancient Chinese played a ball game that is very much like soccer today.

Soccer teaches people to be good sports and to work hard for a goal. (Get it?) We came away from that World Cup in Mexico City with an incredible feeling about all the players and fans.

Grab your cleats and your soccer balls, and let’s head to the field! We’ve got a game to play!
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Soccer is the most popular sport on the planet! There are billions of soccer fans around the world. More people watch the World Cup Finals on TV than the Olympics or the Super Bowl. About three billion people watched the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. That’s almost half the people in the world!

People don’t just watch soccer—they also play it. Over 260 million people compete on soccer fields everywhere, and it’s the number one sport for kids. The stars of tomorrow are the kids practicing their soccer skills today.
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These fans went all out to support Brazil in the 2006 World Cup.








The Fans

Soccer fans often travel a long way from home to watch their favorite teams. They burst into the stadium wearing clothes in their team colors. Some paint their bodies and faces and wave flags and banners.

It’s loud in the stands! Fans blow horns, chant, whistle, stamp, sing, and yell at the top of their lungs. The sound can damage their ears.
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Fans blew noisy horns called vuvuzelas during the 2010 World Cup in South Africa.








People feel so strongly about soccer that fights sometimes break out among fans of different teams. Although it doesn’t happen often, soccer players have been attacked by fans angry at the way a match ended.

In 1969, a hundred-hour war called the Football War began between El Salvador and Honduras. And it all started at a soccer game!

The Beginning

There was no one person who invented soccer. The
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England and Scotland
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The Football Association
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FIFA
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Football or Soccer?
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