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Bill Martin and Sandra Mason maintain a longstanding interest in The Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám, especially in the interpretation of these quatrains by Edward FitzGerald. They have a substantial library of the different editions of the Rubáiyát and associated materials, and have been actively involved in creating exhibitions and other projects related to FitzGerald and the Rubáiyát. They are the authors of a number of books, including The Art of Omar Khayyam: Illustrating FitzGerald’s Rubaiyat (I.B.Tauris, 2007) and Edward FitzGerald’s Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám: A Famous Poem and Its Influence (2011).





‘Now we have a reference guide to Edward FitzGerald’s life and letters that will add to his stature, a chronology/companion/compendium/concordance that gathers together and classifies his every utterance on a wide range of subjects. ... This miracle of excerption and cross-reference can now be used to trace the ramified thinking of an outstanding representative of Victorian culture and intellect.’ 

– Professor Anthony Briggs, editor of The Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam and Bird Parliament

‘This book is a golden shaft for students of Edward FitzGerald! Martin and Mason’s labour of love scrutinises FitzGerald’s voluminous correspondence and offers us, in his own words, his spontaneous voice on the Victorian age, his life, his work and his friends. Their new study is a zestful, scholarly and indispensable addition to our knowledge of FitzGerald.’

– Christine van Ruymbeke, Fellow of Darwin College, Soudavar
Senior Lecturer of Persian, University of Cambridge

‘It has often been suggested that Omar Khayyám speaks to us through Edward FitzGerald. ... But Edward FitzGerald was also a man who, like all of us, lived his daily life. ... In this remarkable book the authors also picture a detailed and fascinating insight in the more down-to-earth daily affairs and routines of the man, based on the thousands of letters that he left behind.’  

– Jos Coumans, Secretary of the Dutch Omar Khayyám Society

‘Never before have [his letters] ... been analysed so thoroughly, so lovingly – or so innovatively ... an erudite companion to one of the notable letter writers of the Victorian age.’

– Garry Garrard, author of A Book of Verse: The Biography of the
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam





Two images of Edward FitzGerald:
As a young man in his twenties (above) and as the older ‘philosopher’ aged 64 (right).
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Note on the quotations from the letters

This book contains many quotations from FitzGerald’s letters, showing what he thought about things ‘in his own words’. These quotations are all taken from the Terhunes’ Letters. In Part I, references are given in the end notes. In Part II, they are shown in square brackets at the end of the quotation; [I, 400] indicates that the quotation is from Volume 1 of the Letters, in the letter which starts on page 400. 

In each case we have aimed to present the text with all FitzGerald’s idiosyncrasies of capitals, spelling and punctuation, as shown in the Letters. FitzGerald’s underlining has been rendered in italics as in the Letters. In a few cases, there are some spellings which we today see as American (e.g. theater). These could be the result of American proof-checking of the Letters. We have not attempted to check this theory against the original letters, and we have retained the Terhunes’ spellings in the quotations. FitzGerald did not generally underline the titles of the books that he mentioned. 

Other square brackets show editorial additions, intended to clarify references in the quotation. These have been kept to a minimum. Our editorial comments draw on the extensive notes to the Letters, as well as other information. Brief descriptions of key people and places mentioned are given in the appendices in Part III. Omissions of text within a quotation, designed to avoid some of FitzGerald’s complex digressions, are shown by three close dots (…). Three spaced dots (. . .) are copied from the letters as shown in the Terhunes’ text.

For simplicity, most correspondents’ names are shown with initials and surname only. Female correspondents are indicated by including their full first names or married names. Other titles (e.g. Sir, Rev.) are given with the names of people in Appendix 1. 





A chronology of the life of Edward FitzGerald

The table summarises the main events of FitzGerald’s life. These are described in more detail in Part I and there are descriptions of specific people and places in Appendices 1 and 2.*




	
Year


	
EFG age


	
Event







	
1809


	
	
FitzGerald born at Bredfield, Suffolk.





	
1816


	
7


	
Moved with family to France.





	
1818


	
9


	
Returned to East Anglia. Sent as boarder to King Edward VI School, Bury St Edmunds, where he became friends with W. Airy, W. B. Donne, J. M. Kemble and J. Spedding.





	
1826


	
17


	
Went up to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he met key friends J. Allen, W. F. Pollock, W. H. Thompson and W. M. Thackeray.





	
1830


	
21


	
Graduated from University of Cambridge.





	
1831


	
	
Published first poem, The Meadows in Spring.





	
1832


	
23


	
Met W. K. Browne in South Wales.





	
1835


	
25


	
Became friends with A. Tennyson on visit to Spedding in Cumberland.

FitzGerald family moved to Boulge Hall.





	
1837


	
27


	
EFG moved into Boulge Cottage.





	
1838


	
28


	
First letter to B. Barton of Woodbridge.





	
1842


	
33


	
Met T. Carlyle in London.





	
1844


	
35


	
Met E. B. Cowell at the Charlesworths’ home near Ipswich.





	
1848


	
39


	
FitzGerald’s father declared bankrupt. He died in 1852.





	
1849


	
40


	
Friend and neighbour B. Barton died.





	
1851


	
42


	
Published first book, Euphranor.





	
1853


	
44


	
Moved out of Boulge Cottage and into a room at Farlingay Hall, Woodbridge.





	
1855


	
46


	
FitzGerald’s mother died, making his financial position more secure.





	
1856


	
47


	
EBC found a manuscript of verses (rubáiyát) of Omar Khayyám in Bodleian Library, Oxford, and sent copy to EFG.

Cowells departed for India where EBC took up academic post.

EFG married Lucy Barton.





	
1857


	
48


	
EFG separated from Lucy Barton.

Friend and neighbour G. Crabbe of Bredfield died.





	
1859


	
50


	
Young friend W. K. Browne died.

Published Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám (later editions in 1868, 1872, 1879, 1889).





	
1860


	
51


	
Moved to rooms on Market Hill, Woodbridge.

Acquired boat on River Deben.





	
1864


	
55


	
Met Joseph (Posh) Fletcher, a young Lowestoft seaman.





	
1867


	
58


	
Set up fishing partnership with Posh Fletcher (dissolved 1870).





	
1868


	
59


	
Met W. A. Wright, then Librarian of Trinity College, Cambridge.





	
1869


	
60


	
Private printing of Agamemnon.





	
1871


	
62


	
First letter to Fanny Kemble, who became a key correspondent.





	
1873


	
64


	
First correspondence with C. E. Norton, American literary critic.





	
1879


	
70


	
Private printing of Readings in Crabbe, Tales of the Hall.





	
1880–1


	
71–2


	
Private printing of Oedipus plays.





	
1881–2


	
72–3


	
Deaths of friends – Carlyle, Spedding and Donne.





	
1883


	
74


	
EFG died at Merton in Norfolk.







* EFG indicates Edward FitzGerald; EBC indicates E. B. Cowell.





Illustration 1.Edward FitzGerald’s East Anglia.
An outline view of the location of key places in FitzGerald’s life.
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Introduction: the man behind the Rubáiyát

Edward FitzGerald is worth studying for three reasons. First, he was the creator of one of the best-known poems in the world, the Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám, initially published in 1859 and never out of print since the mid-1880s. Secondly, he was a remarkable writer, whose life and letters provide a fascinating case study of the Victorian intellectual. Thirdly, through his many letters, FitzGerald has left us a picture of his nineteenth-century world which throws light on the ways in which life has changed over the last couple of centuries. 

Our own interest in FitzGerald starts from the Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám, which we have enjoyed and studied for many years, analysing its content, its fascinating origins and the subsequent history of its publication and embellishment.1 The year 2009 represented a high point in modern Rubáiyát studies as the world celebrated 150 years since the first publication of Edward FitzGerald’s poem. The year also marked the 200th anniversary of the birth of FitzGerald himself. 

The co-incidence of the two anniversaries led us to look more closely at Edward FitzGerald, going beyond the Rubáiyát to consider his letters and other ‘literary remains’ and what they tell us about the man himself and the times in which he lived. This book documents what we found from our further study. The investigation of Edward FitzGerald in the round has taken us both longer, and further afield, than we expected. It has left us with a considerable respect for FitzGerald the man as well as the poet, and a fascination with the Victorian era in which he lived.

Analysing FitzGerald’s correspondence
and other literary remains

Much of the groundwork on FitzGerald’s letters had already been done by two earlier scholars, Alfred and Annabelle Terhune. Their edition of The Letters of Edward FitzGerald was published in 1980.2 In their four volumes, they brought together earlier collections of letters with previously unpublished material collected by them over many years. The letters, over 2,000 in total and arranged in chronological order, are clearly transcribed, with extensive references, footnotes and accompanying material including a chronology of FitzGerald’s life and biographies of key people. Having worked to a limited extent ourselves with the originals of the FitzGerald letters, we recognise the Terhunes’ volumes as a remarkable work of scholarship and a research resource that has not been fully exploited. 

Using the Terhunes’ volumes, we have created a digital database covering all the individual letters. The database includes basic information on each letter (when and where written, and to whom) together with an analysis of the main topics covered in the letter. Using this database, we have been able to study the importance of different periods, places, people and topics in FitzGerald’s letters, and to identify the main letters that are relevant to each subject. There is more information in Appendix 4 on the wide variety of analyses possible using our data. Our aim is to make the database available for consultation by other researchers in due course.

In addition to the letters, there is useful evidence on FitzGerald’s thinking and interests in the form of his scrap books and commonplace books, and some of the other contents of his library which are preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge and the archives of Ipswich Museum.3 Other collections of FitzGerald’s letters provide further insights,4 as do the collected letters and biographies of certain key recipients of FitzGerald’s writing, such as J. Allen, T. Carlyle, E. B. Cowell, Fanny Kemble, A. Tennyson and W. M. Thackeray.5

What shaped FitzGerald’s life, and his picture
of the Victorian world

The findings from our analyses are presented in three ways. First, in Part I of the book, we look at the key phases of FitzGerald’s life and the critical factors that shaped his actions. We examine especially his evolution in response to the new contacts he made, and to the places in which he lived at various stages. Finally, we highlight the key findings about FitzGerald’s life that our research reveals.

In Part II, we examine the insights that FitzGerald’s letters give us into different aspects of Victorian life and the way lifestyles have changed since then. This is followed by a detailed look at the subjects and people FitzGerald wrote about, and his views on them, presented under four main headings. The latter cover: writing and reading and literary
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