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Book’s author with wife on Stone Mountain (circa 1988)

When my family lived in Georgia and later in the neighboring state of North Carolina, we enjoyed vacationing at Stone Mountain Park located approximately 16 miles from downtown Atlanta. Nestled in 3200 acres of natural beauty, Stone Mountain Park features outdoor recreational activities and seasonal family-friendly attractions.

[image: Gone With the Wind" - US Tours Knows America]

Summit Skyride

During our many visits to Stone Mountain Park, my family enjoyed the ‘Summit Skyride’, the high-speed Swiss cable car (pictured above) that transports guests more than 825 feet above ground to the top of Stone Mountain. From the top, we were able to experience amazing views of the Atlanta skyline, the Appalachian Mountains and more up to 60 miles away.
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General Robert E. Lee Paddlewheel Riverboat

Another attraction that my family enjoyed at Stone Mountain Park was the ‘General Robert E. Lee’ Paddlewheel Riverboat (shown above). The ‘General Robert E. Lee’ provided visitors with a relaxing cruise on Stone Mountain Lake.
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Stone Mountain Scenic Railroad

My family also liked to ride on the ‘Stone Mountain Scenic Railroad’. This attraction featured a full-sized replica of the ‘General’ (pictured above)—a famous steam engine of the ‘Great Locomotive Chase’ of Civil War days. The train offered a five-mile excursion around the mountain while we marveled at beautiful views of Stone Mountain and the surrounding landscape.
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Antebellum Plantation was hosted by actress Butterfly McQueen from 1963 to 1965

Stone Mountain Park, famous for its theme park style attractions under a huge bare granite mountain, offers other not so famous attractions geared more toward Georgia history. Sparked by interest in the epic film Gone with the Wind, the Stone Mountain Memorial Association decided to reconstruct an antebellum plantation at Stone Mountain. The plantation site is made up of over a dozen authentic and historic buildings, dating between 1792 and 1875. The centerpiece for the grounds is the Davis House (formerly the Dickey House), built in the 1840s. The two story plantation home (shown above) features 14 rooms, surrounded by neoclassical architecture.

[image: Gone With The Wind · Watch Free Indie Movies & Live TV | FlixHouse]

Gone with the Wind (Selznick International Pictures, 1939)

It is interesting to note that the plantation was hosted for a few years (1963-1965) by Butterfly McQueen (shown above), the black actress who was known as ‘Prissy’ for her role in the epic film Gone with the Wind. Set in the American South against the backdrop of the Civil War and the Reconstruction era, Gone with the Wind tells the story of Scarlett O'Hara (Vivien Leigh), the strong-willed daughter of a Georgia plantation owner, following her romantic pursuit of Ashley Wilkes (Leslie Howard), who is married to his cousin, Melanie Hamilton (Olivia de Havilland), and O’Hara’s subsequent marriage to Rhett Butler (Clark Gable). Gone with the Wind is regarded as one of the greatest films of all time, and in 1989, became one of the twenty-five inaugural films selected for preservation in the United States National Film Registry.

[image: Stone Mountain Park seeks pitches for creation of truth-telling exhibit]

Discovering Stone Mountain Museum

Another attraction geared toward history is the ‘Discovering Stone Mountain Museum’ (pictured above) which features artifacts and stories that span 12,000 years, from ancient civilizations that lived on the mountain to the present-day park. In this museum, my family learned about Native Americans and pioneer settlers. We also saw how the community was affected by the Civil War and how Stone Mountain granite helped build the local economy.

[image: Stone Mountain Park | ThemeParkFanatic]

One of the exhibits in ‘Discovering Stone Mountain Museum’

In this museum, we learned how the carving on Stone Mountain came to be through exhibits featuring original designs, scale models and the 11-minute feature film The Men Who Carved the Mountain.

[image: Stone Mountain: is it time to remove America's biggest Confederate memorial?  | Cities | The Guardian]

Confederate Memorial Carving on Stone Mountain

The largest high relief sculpture in the world, the ‘Confederate Memorial Carving’, depicts three Confederate figures of the Civil War (President Jefferson Davis and Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson). The entire carved surface measures three-acres, larger than a football field and Mount Rushmore. The carving of the three men mounted on horseback towers 400 feet above the ground, measures 190 feet high by 300 feet wide, and is recessed 42 feet into the mountain. The deepest point of the carving is at Lee’s elbow, which is 12 feet to the mountain’s surface. The actual carved area is 76 feet high and 160 feet wide. That means only about twenty-one percent of the carving is occupied by the men and their horses. The rest of the area is rough.

[image: image]

Mrs. Caroline Helen Jemison Plane of the United Daughters of the Confederacy

In 1912 the carving existed only in the imagination of Mrs. Caroline Helen Jemison Plane (pictured above), a Civil War widow and charter member of the Atlanta chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC). Her husband, Captain William F. Plane, was killed at the Battle of Sharpsburg, Maryland (Antietam) on 17 September 1862, while leading a company of the Sixth Georgia Infantry. Mrs. Plane advocated for a Confederate memorial carving on the side of the granite mountain located near the small town of Stone Mountain, Georgia. The Venable family, owners of the mountain, deeded the north face of the mountain to the UDC in 1916. The UDC was given 12 years to complete a sizable Civil War monument.

[image: A black and white photograph of Gutzon Borglum, a white male with a mustache in his sixties, turned to the side and looking towards the right.  He wears a light fedora, a scarf and overcoat with the collar flipped up in the back.]

Gutzon Borglum worked on Stone Mountain (1915-1925)

It was the large marble bust of President Abraham Lincoln (which is now on permanent display in the rotunda of the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.) that prompted Mrs. Plane to contact sculptor Gutzon Borglum (shown above) about the possibility of doing a head of General Robert E. Lee on the side of Stone Mountain. Borglum agreed to visit the site in 1915 but upon seeing the size of the place he said, "Ladies, the head of Lee on the side of that mountain would look like a postage stamp on a barn door!" Having thus crushed their dream, Borglum proceeded to give the UDC a new one – a large group featuring General Robert E. Lee, General Stonewall Jackson, and Confederate President Jefferson Davis on horseback followed by a column of soldiers (depicted below). Mrs. Plane tried to talk Borglum into creating a memorial featuring General Robert E. Lee leading Confederate troops and Ku Klux Klan (KKK) members across the mountain’s summit. However, Borglum’s final design omitted the KKK members. That omission of KKK members from the carving must have been disappointing to Mrs. Plane and to Samuel Hoyt Venable, an active Klan member and owner of Stone Mountain.

[image: image]

One of Borglum’s original models and sketches for Stone Mountain carving

In 1916 Gutzon Borglum was appointed carving sculptor by the Stone Mountain Monumental Association. Because of World War I, work at Stone Mountain did not begin until 1923. Carving was limited to jackhammers and chisels until a visiting Belgian engineer taught Borglum the use of dynamite for precise work.

[image: 1925 Stone Mountain Memorial Half Dollar | Commemorative Coins - American  Numismatic Association : American Numismatic Association]

Stone Mountain Memorial Half Dollar designed by Gutzon Borglum

To fund the $250,000 project contracted to last three years, Borglum designed a commemorative half-dollar coin (shown above) which was minted and then sold by the Stone Mountain project for a dollar. These commemorative coins were sent to 3,000 banks by the Federal Reserve, with the proceeds from sales credited to the Association. White Southerners applauded the piece as symbolizing sectional reconciliation, the federal government paying homage to the South's Confederate heritage.
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Gutzon Borglum working on model of carving

After blasting away large portions of the mountain with dynamite, Borglum was able to complete the 24 feet high head of General Robert E. Lee on 19 January 1924. When the head of General Lee was unveiled, soldiers in the audience who served with the Confederate leader were moved to tears by the likeness.

In 1925 a dispute arose between Gutzon Borglum and the managing association. As a result of the conflict, Borglum abruptly left, reportedly destroying all of his sketches and models in order to protect his design. This so angered the directors that a warrant was issued for his arrest and he was forced to flee Georgia. Borglum was subsequently arrested in North Carolina, but the governor of that state refused to extradite him back to Georgia. Borglum eventually went on to carve the famous Mount Rushmore sculpture in South Dakota.

[image: A sepia photographs of a man, shot from the waist up]

Augustus Lukeman worked on Stone Mountain (1925-1928)

Augustus Lukeman, the second sculptor, resumed work on the project in 1925. Lukeman’s carving included the three central figures of the Confederacy on horseback. He removed Borglum’s work from the mountain and diligently worked with pneumatic drills.

[image: image]

Augustus Lukeman (hand on sculpture) inspects the head of Robert E. Lee in 1928

Unfortunately by 1928, the original deadline, only General Lee’s 16 feet high head was complete and funds were depleted. The Venable family was not happy with Augustus Lukeman’s carving. In an attempt to prove the carving of Lee's head by Lukeman on the scarf of the mountain was cracked and defective, Will Tuggle (Justice of the Peace in Stone Mountain) poured red liquid into one of the drilling holes behind Robert E. Lee's head. It is believed that Tuggle's stunt was part of a larger organized effort to target Lukeman.

In 1929, Samuel Venable began campaigning for Gutzon Borglum to be reinstated as the sculptor of the Confederate carving on Stone Mountain. In 1930, Samuel Venable’s sister (Elizabeth Venable Mason) told United News she had credible information that Gutzon Borglum only destroyed his ‘working models’ and that his “real models, perfect in design are still at Mr. Borglum’s studio in Stamford.” In light of this renewed support from the Venable family, Borglum began to talk about returning to Stone Mountain and finishing his carving.

In 1941, Governor Eugene Talmadge formed the Stone Mountain Memorial Association (SMMA) to continue work on the memorial, but the project was delayed once again by the country’s entry into World War II (1941-45).

In 1958, the state of Georgia purchased the mountain and the surrounding land for an estimated two million dollars. In 1960 the Stone Mountain Confederate Memorial Advisory Committee was comprised of six internationally known figures in the world of art. A competition was held, and nine world-renowned sculptors submitted designs for a new sculpture.

[image: Walker Hancock - Wikipedia]

Walker Kirtland Hancock worked on Stone Mountain (1963-1972)

In 1963, based upon recommendations by the Advisory Committee, the Stone Mountain Memorial Association chose Walker Kirtland Hancock of Gloucester, Massachusetts to complete the carving. During World War II, Hancock was part of a small group of MFAA officers (known as the Monuments Men) in the field that located numerous depositories of works of art previously stolen by the Nazis, arranged for their safeguarding during combat operations, and evacuated their contents to collecting points run by the U.S. Army.

[image: 📷 Atlanta-Constitution, March 8, 1963]

Article from the Atlanta-Constitution published on 8 March1963

Work resumed on the Stone Mountain carving in 1964, and a new technique utilizing thermo-jet torches was used to carve away the granite. Chief carver Roy Faulkner, a marine veteran with a talent for using the new thermo-jet torch, was able to remove tons of stone in one day. For over eight years Park guests could see and hear the workmen and their jet torches.

[image: image]

Details were fine-carved by Roy Faulkner using thermos-jet torches

The figures (shown above) were completed with the detail of a fine painting. Eyebrows, fingers, buckles and even strands of hair were fine-carved with a small thermo-jet torch. The carving is actually much larger than it appears from Stone Mountain Park’s attractions. Workers could easily stand on a horse’s ear or inside a horse’s mouth to escape a sudden rain shower.

Stone Mountain Park officially opened on 14 April 1965 – 100 years to the day after Abraham Lincoln's assassination. It is the most visited destination in the state of Georgia.
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Vice President Agnew’s helicopter (left) arriving at Stone Mountain for dedication ceremony in 1970

Vice President Spiro Agnew dedicated the carving on 9 May 1970, giving a speech that the New York Times called “subdued and nonpartisan”—but would now seem anything but. “Just as the South cannot afford to discriminate against any of its own people,” Agnew said, “the rest of the nation cannot afford to discriminate against the South.” Quoting Woodrow Wilson’s 1920 speech at a dedication of a monument to Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery, back
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