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Prologue
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Have you ever ridden in a car and wondered who came up with the idea of making cars for everyone—not just the rich? A long time ago, cars were super rare and very expensive. Only the wealthiest people could afford them, and they were built slowly, one at a time. But one man had a big dream to change all that. His name was Henry Ford.

Henry Ford wasn’t a king, a superhero, or even a scientist. He was a curious boy who grew up on a farm and loved to take things apart just to see how they worked. That curiosity turned into a passion for machines—and it helped him become one of the most important inventors in history.

This book is all about how Henry’s big ideas helped shape the world we live in today. From building his very first car to creating the famous Model T and inventing new ways to make things faster, cheaper, and better, Henry Ford’s story is filled with determination, invention, and a whole lot of wheels!

So, buckle up—you’re about to take a journey through the life of the man who put the world on wheels!
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Chapter 1: Young Henry and His Love for Machines
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Henry Ford was born on July 30, 1863, on a farm in Greenfield Township, Michigan. As a young boy, Henry didn’t enjoy farming as much as his father hoped he would. While his family worked hard in the fields, Henry was more curious about how things worked. He didn’t want to grow up to be a farmer—he wanted to be a thinker, a builder, and someone who could fix things. Even when he was very little, Henry was fascinated by tools and machines. He would spend hours taking apart simple objects just to figure out how they were put together. Most kids might get in trouble for taking apart toys or watches, but Henry’s parents noticed his curious mind and allowed him to explore.

One day, when Henry was only 12 years old, something amazing happened that changed his life forever. He saw a steam-powered machine called a "road engine" chugging along the road near his family’s farm. It wasn’t pulled by horses—it moved all by itself! This machine could do the work of many men and horses, and it amazed young Henry. He ran after it, staring with wide eyes and thinking, “What if I could build something like that one day?” That moment lit a spark in his heart that would never go out.

Henry began spending more time in his workshop, which was really just a corner of the family barn. He built little machines using whatever materials he could find—old wires, bits of metal, and even broken watches. He made windmills and water wheels and small engines, all by hand. His neighbors began calling him a “tinkerer,” which meant someone who likes to fix and invent things. Henry loved being called that. He didn’t care much for school, but he loved learning on his own. Books about mechanics and inventions became his favorites, and he read them whenever he had free time.

When Henry was a teenager, he got his first real job outside the farm. He became an apprentice machinist in Detroit, the big city near his home. This was a big step because he was only 16 years old! In the machine shop, Henry learned how to use tools the right way, how to shape metal, and how engines worked. Every day, he asked questions, watched carefully, and tried to understand everything. He didn’t mind the hard work because it brought him closer to his dream—building a machine that could move people without horses.

After a few years, Henry returned to the family farm but brought his machine skills with him. He still helped with chores, but he also kept building and fixing things in his spare time. He made a tiny steam engine that actually worked. He even built a little car using bicycle parts and a gas-powered engine. His neighbors were amazed when they saw it roll down the road—it was like nothing they had ever seen before! Henry was still young, but people were already beginning to see that he was no ordinary farm boy.

Henry also loved to watch clocks and watches. When he was just 15, he became so skilled at fixing watches that neighbors would bring him their broken ones. He didn’t use proper tools at first—just pins and screwdrivers he made himself—but he was so clever and careful that the watches would tick again after he worked on them. This showed how patient and smart he was, even at a young age.

Even though most people around him thought machines were just toys or tools for grown-ups, Henry saw something else. He imagined a future where machines could make life easier for everyone, not just the rich. He believed that machines weren’t just for factories or big farms—they could be used by normal people too. That belief stayed with him all his life.

So, when you think about young Henry Ford, imagine a curious boy with greasy hands and a big dream. He wasn’t afraid to take things apart and make mistakes. He didn’t follow the path everyone expected. Instead, he followed his love for machines, and that love would someday help him build something that changed the world forever: the first car that everyday people could afford. All of that started because one boy dared to wonder, “How does this work?” and never stopped trying to find the answer.
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Chapter 2: Life on the Farm in Michigan
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Life on the farm in Michigan during the time when Henry Ford was growing up was not easy. It was full of hard work, early mornings, and long days. Henry was born in 1863, and back then, most people didn’t have electricity, running water, or modern machines to help with chores. Instead, they relied on horses, strong hands, and simple tools. Henry lived with his parents and siblings on a large farm in Greenfield Township, where the land stretched out in every direction, filled with fields of corn, wheat, hay, and vegetables. The seasons controlled everything—when you planted, when you harvested, and even when you rested.

Every morning, as the sun rose, Henry and his family would wake up early—sometimes before the sun even peeked over the horizon. The rooster would crow, and that was their natural alarm clock. Breakfast was usually something simple but filling, like bread, eggs, or porridge, and it had to be eaten quickly because the day’s work was waiting. Henry helped with many chores around the farm. He fed the animals, collected eggs from the chickens, helped milk the cows, and fetched water from the well because there were no faucets in the house. In the colder months, the water in the buckets would sometimes freeze, and Henry would have to break the ice before carrying them inside.

Farming back then was a family job, and everyone had to help. There were no big tractors or machines to plow the fields. Instead, they used plows pulled by horses or oxen. It was slow, muddy, and exhausting work. Henry’s father hoped that one day Henry would take over the family farm. But young Henry didn’t love farm work. He found it boring and repetitive. He didn’t like planting rows of crops or harvesting them by hand. What he really loved were the tools they used—the gears, the wheels, the pulleys. He was fascinated by how they worked and how they could make things easier.

During the winters, life didn’t slow down very much. Snow covered the fields, and the wind howled through the trees. But the animals still had to be fed, the fire still had to be kept burning, and food still had to be cooked. The Ford family stored food in cellars and preserved it in jars during the summer so they could eat during the cold months. They wore heavy wool clothes to keep warm, and the only heat came from fireplaces or wood stoves. Henry would often tinker with things indoors when it was too cold to play outside. He would take apart clocks and fix broken tools by the firelight, using the few materials he had.

There was no television, internet, or video games. Entertainment was simple. In the evenings, the family might gather around the fire and read, tell stories, or listen to someone play music. Henry’s mother sometimes read books aloud, which helped him learn new ideas and words. There were barn dances and local gatherings, where neighbors would come together to share food, music, and laughter. Life was quiet and simple, but it wasn’t always easy. Illnesses could be dangerous, especially in the winter, and if crops failed, the family might not have enough to eat or sell.

Henry went to a one-room schoolhouse, where kids of all ages sat together. There were no buses, so he walked several miles to get there, no matter the weather. The school had just one teacher who taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. Henry didn’t dislike learning, but he was more interested in real-world problems—like how machines could make farm work faster or how engines could move people across long distances. Sometimes, he would rather stay home and build something than sit in a classroom.

The Ford family farm was also surrounded by woods, which gave Henry a chance to explore. He built small dams in creeks, studied the way wheels turned on carts, and even watched how birds made their nests. He learned from nature and the world around him. These experiences gave him ideas that would later help him invent machines and solve problems in new ways.

Sometimes, Henry had to help fix broken wagons or sharpen tools, and he always enjoyed these tasks more than planting or weeding. He realized that if he could build a machine to help with chores, maybe he wouldn’t have to work as hard in the fields. That thought excited him
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