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As my way of saying "Thank You" for reading this book, I have two special gifts for you.

GIFT #1
If you are looking for more Bible-reading tips, I've put together a Resource Guide entitled, "Top 5 Free Online Bible Study Tools". 
You can get your free copy at www.GodWroteTheBook.com.

These resources will provide the tools you need to read and study the Bible with greater understanding and Christ-honoring, life-changing results. Enjoy!

GIFT #2
When you request the Resource Guide, you'll also receive a free copy of my book Sweeter Than Honey, More Precious Than Gold:  Meditations on Psalm 119.  You’ll take a journey through one of the most beloved chapters in the Bible.
May God continue to enrich your life for his glory as you spend time with him in the Word.
Grace & Peace,
Wayne Davies
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Why I Wrote This Book
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The purpose of this book is to explain why only “bad” people go to heaven and “good” people don’t. 

It is common to think just the opposite – that only “good” people enter paradise and “bad” people end up in the lake of fire. But I am convinced that such a perspective is contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture.

Furthermore, this unbiblical approach is hazardous to your spiritual health in this life, as well as your eternal destiny in the next.

We will take a close look at what Jesus Christ said about this in Luke 18:9-14, so let’s begin by reading the passage.
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The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector
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9He (Jesus) also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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A Short Story That Packs A Powerful Punch
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In this passage, Jesus tells a tale of two men, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector, who both go to the temple in Jerusalem to pray. The Lord’s comments at the end of the story would have shocked his audience. He dares to say that the despicably “bad” tax collector goes to heaven, while the Pharisee, a “good” person if there ever was one, is on his way to hell. 

The “story” is simply an account of the prayers of these two men, followed by Jesus’ commentary on the eternal destiny of each. It is a remarkably short parable, yet another example of Jesus’ ability to communicate much truth in a few words. 

How do we know that Jesus is saying that the tax collector is headed to heaven and the Pharisee is going to hell? Verse 14 is the punchline. “I tell you, this man (the tax collector) went down to his house justified, rather than the other (the Pharisee).”

Jesus says that the tax collector is “justified”—pronounced guiltless and righteous by God in the courtroom of heaven, and therefore, when he dies, will be admitted into the presence of God forever. The Pharisee, “the other,” is not justified, and will therefore be found “guilty as charged” on Judgment Day, deserving of eternal punishment in the lake of fire.
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Setting the Stage

[image: ]


The Two Characters
The Good Person – the Pharisee
The Bad Person – the Tax Collector
The Place and Time
The Jerusalem temple was the centerpiece of first-century Jewish religion. There were two daily animal sacrifices, at 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. These morning and afternoon sacrifices were accompanied by public prayer, and Jews would stand in the courtyards and pray, usually out loud, to the God of Israel. Since the afternoon session was better attended, and since the Pharisee is praying more to himself and his human audience than to God (as you’ll find out shortly), let’s assume that the story occurs at the later session.
What is a Pharisee? 
The Pharisee was a highly respected, morally upright, devout Jew. He kept the Law of Moses with a passion that bordered on obsession. He even followed the many additional laws that were added to the Old Testament law to ensure that the actual laws would not be broken. Jesus had much to say about the Pharisees – and none of it was complimentary. He rebuked them for their religious pride and condemned them to hell for their hypocrisy. See Matthew 23 for Jesus’ final, blistering indictment of the Pharisees, where he calls them “blind guides,” “blind fools,” and a “brood of vipers.” So it should come as no surprise that the Pharisees, along with the Jewish religious authorities, were critical of Jesus and his teachings. They eventually joined with the Sanhedrin (the ruling body of Judaism) to plot the crucifixion of Jesus, using his repeated claim to deity as grounds for a charge of blasphemy. 
What is a Tax Collector?
He was also a Jew but viewed as a traitor because he was hired by the Roman government to collect taxes from the Jewish people. The Roman tax system was quite different than the U.S. tax system of today. The Roman government would sell the tax collection rights of a specific region to a Jew, who would then obtain payment from the people. Motivated by greed to make a large profit, the tax collector would add as much as he wanted to the actual tax bill, often an unfair amount. Furthermore, he would employ thugs to stiff-arm the people into paying the tax. Hence, tax collectors were despised by the Jews and were lumped together in the New Testament with other undesirable people such as criminals and prostitutes. They were viewed as the scum of society. 
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