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			“Even though there’s nothing more important in this life than discerning God’s direction and meaning for our lives, it’s easy to miss in a world that always seems headed in the other direction. Fortunately, in Reaching God Speed, author Joe Kovacs, in a disarmingly lighthearted yet earnest and penetrating way, coaches the reader in how to detect God’s transcendent and redemptive message in every area of life, even the most improbable.”

			–David Kupelian, journalist and author of The Marketing of Evil

			 

			“Joe Kovacs has done it again! Forget Shocked by the Bible and Shocked by the Bible 2, though they are masterful books about Scripture. Now he unlocks the hidden principles of God to help you understand every jot and tittle.”

			–Joseph Farah, author of The Gospel in Every Book of the Old Testament and chief executive officer of WND

			 

			“Everyone understands the enemy’s message permeates our world. Even in the classic comedy film Oh, God!, George Burns noted how ‘Nobody had any problem believing that the devil took over and existed in a little girl. All she had to do was wet the rug, throw up some pea soup and everybody believed. The devil you could believe, but not God?’ This is so true because few ministers or people of faith realize God is actually everywhere and involved in every single thing. That includes the books we read, the music we listen to, and the movies we watch. We witness a spectacular dawn and we thank God for it. We understand the Creator made the clear, beautiful morning, but often don’t realize the same God inspired some author, even those who hate or reject God, to deliver His messages of hope and warning in popular movies. Joe Kovacs’ new book, Reaching God Speed, explains what most of us do not know about the real God. It’s an eye-opening work that will make us better understand that in everything we do, God is present with HIS MESSAGE! So even though the devil may be embedded in music, God is also there, and deeper still!”

			–Bob Barney, editor of ThePlainTruth.com

			





[image: ]

			




 

			A FIDELIS BOOKS BOOK

			An Imprint of Post Hill Press

			ISBN: 978-1-63758-122-3

			ISBN (eBook): 978-1-63758-123-0

			 

			Reaching God Speed:

			Unlocking the Secret Broadcast Revealing the Mystery of Everything

			© 2022 by Joe Kovacs

			All Rights Reserved

			 

			Cover Design by Cody Corcoran

			 

			Although every effort has been made to ensure that the personal and professional advice present within this book is useful and appropriate, the author and publisher do not assume and hereby disclaim any liability to any person, business, or organization choosing to employ the guidance offered in this book.

			 

			Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the King James Version of the Holy Bible. Public domain.

			Scripture quotations marked “NKJV” are taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

			Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV® Copyright © 1973 1978 1984 2011 by Biblica, Inc. TM Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

			Scripture quotations marked ESV are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001, 2007, 2011, 2016 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

			 

			No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means without the written permission of the author and publisher.

			 

			[image: ] [image: ]

			 

			Post Hill Press

			New York • Nashville

			posthillpress.com

			 

			Published in the United States of America





Table of Contents

			1st Gear:

			The Secret Message Hidden in Everything

			2nd Gear:

			If You Listen Very Hard, the Songs Remain the Same

			3rd Gear:

			Children’s Stories at God Speed

			4th Gear:

			Advertising: Spot-On at God Speed

			5th Gear:

			Movies: I Was Blind, Now I See the Projection

			6th Gear:

			The News: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

			7th Gear:

			Just Sayin’…

			8th Gear:

			 It’s Only Natural

			9th Gear:

			Life Activities

			10th Gear:

			God’s Word at God Speed

			11th Gear:

			God Speed Ahead: Keys in Reaching God Speed

			12th Gear:

			Conclusion: The End of the Journey Is Just the Beginning

			





1st Gear:

			The Secret Message Hidden in Everything

			W hat do Back to the Future and “Stairway to Heaven” have in common with making love, our solar system, and the coronavirus pandemic? And what do Raiders of the Lost Ark and The Wizard of Oz have in common with the sinking of the Titanic, 9/11, the structure of atoms, and popular ad campaigns like “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”? And what do all these seemingly unrelated items have to do with your personal life and future? The answer is a stunning surprise, as we’re about to probe a subject that is simply astonishing.

			Is it possible we have all been missing something extremely important and wonderful? Perhaps something that holds the key to life, success, happiness, peace of mind, and understanding? The answer is yes, and what we’re about to explore is life-changing. It’s truly amazing.

			I wish to share with you perhaps the best-kept secret in the history of mankind. Ironically, it’s also the most open secret of all time; yet people remain unaware of it because they simply aren’t paying attention to what they should be—to what truly matters. We’re so consumed with our day-to-day work, paying bills, getting or staying healthy, spending time with friends and families, pets, personal hobbies, entertainment, and looking for love, that we’re missing out on a staggering, invigorating message about our own lives and futures that’s being broadcast on all frequencies. All we have to do is open our eyes and ears. And I’d like to help with that.

			“I’m going to tell you a story. It’s going to sound ridiculous. But the longer I talk, the more rational it’s going to appear.” That statement is a movie line uttered by Tom Cruise in the 2014 film Edge of Tomorrow. You know, the action flick with the tag line of “Live. Die. Repeat.” I’m quoting Cruise because the story I am going to tell you is completely true. It may initially sound ridiculous, but the longer you read what I say, the more rational it’s going to appear.

			What I’m about to share with you is so astonishing, so seemingly unbelievable, that I, myself, may not have believed it until I lived a certain amount of years, gaining enough solid knowledge and life experience to discern truth from lies, fact from fantasy. And yet these facts are so fantastical, they may seem preposterous at first. But again, the longer you keep reading, the more rational they’re going to appear. So please bear with me, since this information can change your life for the better. If you apply it properly, it can even help you live without a single moment of anxiety and worry and may actually help extend your living years indefinitely. I’m not kidding.

			This life-altering information is based on the idea that everything we see, hear, and experience on a daily basis is broadcasting a message—a single, positively inspiring message. It’s a message that’s virtually hidden to untrained eyes and ears but one that can be clearly understood when we recognize the source of the broadcast, which I shall explain in great detail in this book.

			We hear and see the message all the time, although most of us don’t recognize it. It’s embedded inside our favorite songs on the radio, whether they be sung by the Beatles, Elvis, Madonna, Frank Sinatra, Johnny Cash, Aerosmith, Queen, U2, Adele, Pink, or Pink Floyd.

			The message is the underlying theme in famous children’s stories, from “Hansel and Gretel” to “Cinderella,” and “Sleeping Beauty” to “Snow White.”

			It’s featured in famous advertising campaigns including “You deserve a break today” from McDonald’s; “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!” from LifeCall; “I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony” from Coca-Cola; and “He likes it! Hey Mikey!” from Life cereal.

			The same wondrous message is displayed in popular movies like Die Hard, I Am Legend, Groundhog Day, A Christmas Story and National Treasure.

			It’s found in news headlines, even if the news is bad, such as the worldwide coronavirus pandemic, the sinking of the Titanic, or the collapse of the World Trade Center in New York on 9/11.

			The message is present in everyday sayings including “rise and shine,” “cleanup needed in produce,” “runaway bride,” “plenty of fish in the sea,” “you are what you eat,” “I give you my word,” “don’t soil yourself,” and “man up.”

			It’s found in typical life activities such as breathing, getting married and changing one’s name, sleeping, waking up, getting sick, traveling, teaching, learning, and having sex.

			The message is even prominent in nature, coming to light on a higher level when we examine our solar system, black holes in deep space, atoms, plants, and animals.

			The reason most people remain unaware of the message is because our minds are operating at typical human speed. We experience everything through our five senses of sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch. That’s only natural, since those are the senses we’ve been given in our physical bodies. But there’s another factor involved that most of us don’t take into account or we outright dismiss. This element brings to life that which is unseen and that which is unheard by countless millions.

			It is the means by which we can truly decipher virtually everything with which we’re presented in life. It provides the ability to make the unseen visible, the unheard audible, and the complex simple. It is the speed of thought that carries the secret message on every frequency and every wavelength. It is a level of understanding that operates much faster than human speed. It’s infinitely quick and alive. It’s what I call “God speed.”

			Now before I write another word, I wish to make it clear this book is not about religion. It’s about unseen truth, explaining the real reason everything in life is the way it is. I have no interest in your personal belief when it comes to matters of faith. What we’re about to discover goes beyond what’s presented in churches, schools, or government. In simple fashion, we’re going to unlock the mystery of how everything in our world operates, as we wake up to truth that is often unrecognized.

			“God speed” is a term I’m coining to reveal the way the Creator of the universe thinks, operates, and teaches, having a mind that runs above and beyond the human speed at which all of us regular folk in the flesh naturally think. It is the divine velocity at which everything actually runs in our world, be it seen or invisible, heard or inaudible. It is the higher speed or spirit level at which God broadcasts to us, embedding His message in everything. It is different from the single word Godspeed, which the dictionary defines as success or a prosperous journey, though you can certainly experience the success and prosperity of Godspeed if your mind gets up to speed, reaching God speed.

			As you continue to read, it will become obvious there is a common theme coursing through everything that we know. It is this masterful connection that contains the hidden message broadcast at all times in all places.

			We’ll learn how to recognize this message so our lives can be enriched with what we’ve been missing. All of our minds in their present forms operate at human speed. If compared to the movements of a car, our thoughts are running in low gear, creeping along at a slow speed on a highway intended for high-speed travel. Perhaps they’re even stuck in park or merely idling in neutral, going nowhere. Sadly, some of us may actually have our mind in reverse, proceeding in the wrong direction. But that’s about to change for the better. I’ll explain how to rev up the vehicle of your mind and shift it into high gear, so it’s no longer sitting in idle or moving sluggishly.

			In outer-space adventures in movies or on TV, interstellar vehicles make the jump from regular speed to light speed, warp speed, or hyperspace all the time. You can do something similar, as your mind can make the jump from human speed to God speed. This awesome level of understanding can be reached with just a tiny bit of effort, and I’ll coach you how to get there. It’s so tremendous, it needs to be shared with others. Once you grasp the very simple concept, you’ll be able to comprehend things you never understood before, greatly reducing or even eradicating any fear and anxiety festering inside. You can have true peace of mind and be confident for your personal future when you realize there’s a certain reason everything is the way it is.

			I’ll start by showing you the unrecognized message in things you already know, mostly fun things with which you’re already very familiar. I shall present and examine popular songs, movies, children’s stories, famous sayings, news events, daily life activities, and objects in the natural world to help open your eyes and unplug your ears to what you’ve been missing. Because it’s a lot.

			As I unveil to you this stunning secret, it’s important to pay close attention, because you’ll come to find out there is not just an apparent, physical meaning to what’s being said. There is a secondary meaning, a higher or spirit connotation of which most people are not aware initially. It is this higher meaning on the spirit level that is the key to accelerating our thoughts and making the jump to God speed. Don’t worry if you have no idea what I’m talking about yet. This is the reason I’m selecting your favorite songs, movies, and sayings, so we can slowly step on the gas pedal and bring you up to speed. You’ll come to realize that virtually everything we know is some sort of a metaphor, analogy, or allegory, another way of saying the hidden message. This journey is going to be a fun ride, as all your personal favorites suddenly take on new meaning as your mind awakens to new life and greater understanding.

			We all have been asleep at the wheel to some extent, but once we acknowledge this missing element in our lives, we can move forward with clarity and purpose most of us have never experienced. We can do this when we acknowledge the existence of something and someone greater than us. It will allow us to grasp the higher meaning of every single thing in all places. It will allow us to exceed the posted speed limit of human speed and reach our intended understanding at God speed.

			By the time you finish reading this book, I hope you have a brand-new awareness, seeing things you’ve never seen before. You should hear spoken sentences and songs with a startling new comprehension. Even the Word of God will have a new meaning, as the Scriptures themselves are broadcasting at God speed, in addition to physical, human speed.

			





2nd Gear:

			If You Listen Very Hard, the Songs Remain the Same

			Perhaps the best way to begin this trip of revving us up to speed is with music, since virtually everyone loves listening to the radio. So let’s focus on some of the most famous tunes ever recorded, and a pattern will emerge that may surprise you. It is this pattern that will begin to get the wheels turning inside your noggin. Because, as we’re about to see, the message that’s hidden in everything is, amazingly enough, the same message embedded in the ancient Scriptures of the Bible. Let’s have a look.

			The song “Stairway to Heaven” by the British rock band Led Zeppelin is considered by many music lovers to be among the greatest rock songs of all time, if not the greatest. In 2000, it was actually voted as No. 3 on VH1’s list of “100 Greatest Rock Songs.” Don’t worry, this is not a best-song contest or an episode of “Name That Tune.” I’m starting with this classic hit solely because of its enormous popularity, since millions know its words by heart. And what you’re about to learn about this musical smash should certainly make you wonder, as the lyrics declare.

			While any song can certainly mean different things to different people, amazingly “Stairway to Heaven” is actually proclaiming—both directly and metaphorically—the message of God in the Bible, and most likely without the conscious knowledge of band members Jimmy Page and Robert Plant, who wrote the ballad. I’m fully aware such a claim could blow a gasket in the minds of countless rock fans, especially all the dudes and dudettes who smoked plenty of weed listening to this number that’s still aired countless times a day on radio stations worldwide. But the assertion is true, and I’ll explain it now as clearly as I possibly can.

			First of all, the song’s title is outright declaring the path to get to heaven, the way to ascend to the next level, with the destination being the heavenly paradise of eternal life with God. I mean…hello! Its very name is “Stairway to Heaven” for goodness’ sake, just in case you weren’t paying attention.

			But beyond the obvious title, there’s plenty more. One lyric toward the end of the tune provides a defining clue in decoding the message of God—not just in “Stairway to Heaven,” but in all songs, in all films, in commercials and in nature. That line says that you “must listen very hard.”

			This lyric actually contains two extremely important concepts. The first is something I’ve already mentioned, and that is to pay attention. To listen very hard means to listen to the words with purpose and intent as if you really want to learn something, because a hidden message is being broadcast on a higher level you’re probably not aware of if you’re not putting your mind to it. It takes some effort to focus and chew on what’s really being said in the words.

			The second concept, as strange as this may sound to some, is precisely the same directive God often states in a variety of phrases throughout Scripture. We’re meant to listen very hard, as in listen to and obey God’s instructions.

			For those not familiar with the Old or New Testaments, the Creator actually tells people numerous times to “pay attention,” “take heed,” “listen to my words,” and “incline your ear.” Jesus Himself says seven times in the book of Revelation: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says.” And all these phrases imply more than just listening but actually following the instructions that are given, like when a mother tells her children: “Listen to your father.”

			If I may paraphrase Jesus in today’s street language when it comes to the instructions to pay attention and take heed, here’s what He’s saying: “Hey, you doofuses! Take the crud out of your ears and listen up!” I’m not kidding, nor am I trying to sound silly, because there is, in fact, a Bible verse conveying the same idea. Open your eyes for this sparkling gem from the mind of God Himself:

			“Pay attention, you stupid people! Fools, when will you be wise?” 
(Psalm 94:8 CSB).

			Clearing the garbage out of our ears to listen very hard is just the beginning of shifting to God speed. God also talks about us opening our eyes, to see and understand messages otherwise invisible to the naked eye.

			For instance, Scripture says, “Open my eyes so that I may contemplate wondrous things from your instruction” (Psalm 119:18 CSB). And God Himself complains about defiant people who are not using their eyes and ears properly. “They have eyes to see but do not see, and ears to hear but do not hear, for they are a rebellious house” (Ezekiel 12:2 CSB).

			Thus, if we open our eyes to see more than the obvious, physical level, and if we focus our ears to listen very hard, closely tuning in to follow God’s directions and hear the additional communication, that secret message the Maker of us all is broadcasting at God speed, then the meaning of “Stairway to Heaven” and every other tune becomes clear.

			In case you never noticed it before, Led Zeppelin’s signature song itself slaps us across the face to inform us there is indeed a secondary meaning to the lyrics, reminding us that we already know sometimes words have more than one meaning.

			To further this point of the higher, secondary meaning, it’s well-known that Jesus taught people using metaphors and allegories, stories that hide the true meaning from the general population but were intended to be understood only by those with a higher level of spiritual understanding. Scripture breaks out the P-word for these riddles, calling them “parables.” But what many people may have missed is that Jesus spoke to crowds in this mysterious, metaphorical fashion all the time.

			“Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable” (Matthew 13:34 NIV).

			He also explained the parables are intended to hide His secret message:

			“The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables so that, ‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding…’” (Mark 4:11–12 NIV).

			With this in mind, examining more of Led Zeppelin’s composition makes it obvious the entire song is a divine message from the One who inspired the lyrics to begin with. Incidentally, musicians and songwriters speak constantly about being inspired to write a certain lyric or rhyme. To remind you, words such as inspire and inspiration literally mean having the spirit or breath of God being blown into someone. Here’s how the Merriam-Webster dictionary describes inspire: “The meaning is a metaphorical extension of the word’s Latin root: inspirare means ‘to breathe or blow into.’ The metaphor is a powerful one, with the very breath of a divine or supernatural force asserted as being at work.”

			“Stairway to Heaven” discusses two paths that people can choose to go by, but there’s time still available to change the road folks have chosen to travel on. If that’s not the message of the Bible condensed into a line or two of a song, I don’t know what is. All throughout Scripture, God says He has presented people two paths to choose, the way of everlasting life or the way of eternal death:

			“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil” 
(Deuteronomy 30:15 NKJV).

			“…I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live” 
(Deuteronomy 30:19 NKJV).

			Led Zeppelin is merely echoing the fact that God is presenting us with two choices to go by: the path of obedience to His instructions or the road of resistance, disobedience, and rebellion, also known as sin. We can either follow the way of God or the way of the devil. We can pursue the light or remain stuck in the darkness.

			The more we study it, the more it becomes clear that every portion of “Stairway to Heaven” can be correlated to the Bible at God speed, with some lines quite easy to understand. Here are a few that everyone should be able to grasp.

			When the song mentions a piper who is calling people to join him, the piper is a reference to God, the One playing the true music. And when it says he’s calling people to join him, it means the Creator Himself is calling individuals to join themselves to their Maker:

			“He has saved us and called us with a holy calling…” 
(2 Timothy 1:9 CSB).

			“Many nations will join themselves to the LORD on that day and become my people. I will dwell among you…” (Zechariah 2:11 CSB).

			The song also talks about a new day to dawn in the future for people who stand long. That new day is tomorrow, the dawn of eternal life for those who heard the call from above and hopped on board the Messiah train. The apostle Paul referred to this current time period in which we dwell as “the night,” and he told people the new “day” is about to arrive:

			“The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light” 
(Romans 13:12 NIV).

			And this business in the song about standing long means to stand firm in one’s faith in the face of every evil challenge:

			“For this reason take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand” (Ephesians 6:13 CSB).

			The beginning of “Stairway to Heaven” mentions a lady who’s buying a stairway to heaven, which simply means she’s buying into or agreeing with the pathway to God’s dwelling place. It also explains that she can get what she’s come for with “a word.”

			At God speed, the “word” is not just any word. It is The Word, as in God Himself. The first sentence in the gospel of John plainly says “the Word was God” (John 1:1).

			The Word is the master key—or that could be phrased “The Master’s Key”—the key that unlocks everything about everything and helps us all make the jump from human speed to God speed, as we’ll see.

			The lady about whom Led Zeppelin is singing represents all of us, humanity as a whole, and the band knowingly or unknowingly is stating poetically that when we make use of the Word (which is God), we can “get” what we came for. In other words, we can understand as well as obtain the reason we’re all here, our reason for being, which, of course, is God. The word “get” does not just mean to obtain or gain possession of something. It also means to understand. Remember, the lyrics indicate that words sometimes have two meanings, and the dictionary lists more than a dozen different senses for “get.”

			This is an important concept to keep in mind as we continue, remembering that any word or phrase can have more than a single meaning. Sometimes a word can even mean the opposite of itself. For example, the word “cleave” is a contronym, as it not only means to cling, like a wife cleaves to her husband; but it also means the exact opposite, to split apart, as in the sentence, “The man cleaved the firewood with his ax.”

			The final portion of “Stairway to Heaven” reveals what will happen if we listen very hard. It explains that the tune will finally come to us when all are united as one, so that we all become a rock and don’t roll away. A lot is being said here, and I’ll try to keep it simple as I translate the stunning news using God’s eyeglasses and bring you up to speed.

			When we listen very hard to the Word—with purpose, intent, and obedience—the tune that comes to us is God Himself. Yes, the Spirit of Jesus, the God who created you and everything else, is described in Scripture as a “song” (Exodus 15:2, Isaiah 12:2). (No wonder God can be heard in song lyrics, because He Himself is a song.) He is a song that will come to us and personally take up residence inside our physical bodies.

			This might be a new idea for you, but Scripture talks about “the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh” (2 John 1:7 CSB) and reveals that “this is the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory” (Colossians 1:27 NLT).

			This sharing of Christ’s glory is what Led Zeppelin’s song means when it talks about you and me becoming a rock and not to roll away, as in not departing from God. Many folks already know that Jesus is called a Rock many times in the Bible, including:

			“They remembered that God was their Rock, that God Most High was their Redeemer” (Psalm 78:35 NIV).

			“And who is a rock, except our God?” 
(Psalm 18:31 NKJV).

			But just like the song says, we become one with God, uniting with the Rock. The Bible describes this notion of becoming one with God in many different ways. The Creator says: “I am married unto you” (Jeremiah 3:14).

			And other Scriptures indicate:

			“The LORD our God, the LORD is one!” (Deuteronomy 6:4 NKJV).

			“I said, ‘You are gods; you are all sons of the Most High’” 
(Psalm 82:6 CSB).

			“Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself” 
(Ephesians 1:23 NLT).

			“On that day you will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you” 
(John 14:20 CSB).

			Thus, using the Bible as the template, the words put into one of the most famous tunes ever, “Stairway to Heaven,” are actually voicing at God speed the same message that God has written in His own Good Book. And the human writers of this song, just like the writers of most other songs, probably have no idea they’re spreading the Good News.

			But this is far from the only song that follows this pattern. Once we begin investigating, it’s easy to see that countless songs keep this sacred beat. I can’t possibly examine all of them in this writing, but I’d like to look at some of the most famous titles so you realize it’s not a one-and-done situation. And I strongly encourage you to put YouTube to good use, to watch the official videos of these songs and really pay attention to everything you see and hear, since they follow the scriptural template.

			Happy Birthday

			Let’s try a simple song that most everyone knows by heart, even if you never listen to the radio. It’s called “Happy Birthday to You,” and if you don’t know these lyrics by heart, you’ve obviously been living under a rock. Guinness World Records calls it the most recognized song in the English language. The lyrics to this song are now in the public domain, so here they are in all their glory in case you forgot them:

			Happy birthday to you

			Happy birthday to you

			Happy birthday dear [name of the birthday boy or girl here]

			Happy birthday to you.

			That’s short and sweet, with a whole lot of repetition, but this is exactly how God works: quickly, sweetly, with the same message repeated over and over.

			Now you may be wondering, “How on earth does the Happy Birthday song reflect the hidden message of God?”

			It’s actually quite simple. The song is telling you at this very moment in time your personal past, which is your original birthday, and your future, the day of your rebirth, your second birth. In other words, it’s declaring the end from the beginning. This concept is spoken by God Himself, as He says, “I declare the end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10 CSB).

			So when people tell you Happy Birthday or sing the song to you at a party, they’re actually telling you the intended “end” to your personal story, announcing the day of your happy future birth into the coming kingdom of God, while at the same time recalling the beginning of your personal story, your original day of birth.

			We all need to remember there’s not just a beginning to everything, there’s an endgame as well. And the end is the reason we’re all here, our intended destiny with God. All of us have been born a first time as human beings, and we’re intended to be born again at some point in the future, as Jesus said, to have a second birth. Our initial birthday was the day we emerged from the womb of our mother in our physical bodies made of flesh. But our ultimate future birthday, our second birth when we’re born again, will be a birth into our new bodies composed of spirit as children of God. As you may have seen plastered on highway billboards, Jesus famously noted: “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3 NKJV).

			Thus, the ultimate end of everyone’s story is designed to be an extremely happy birthday, the happiest birthday you’ll ever have. Because we’ll no longer be shackled in our physical, human bodies that are dying and decaying every moment that we draw breath. We’ll be alive forevermore, being born into the real world, the spirit world to join God and the angels on a higher plane of existence. So remember this concept the next time there’s a birthday celebration. Whenever you sing or say “Happy Birthday” to someone, you’re actually declaring the end, the biggest and happiest celebration of all time, from the beginning.

			Like a Virgin

			Let’s get back to the radio now, because it’s astonishing to see how many popular tunes are based on Scripture irrespective of the songwriters’ awareness or intent. When listening to the opening lines of Madonna’s “Like a Virgin,” the legendary pop singer is amazed that she somehow made it through the wilderness and didn’t know how lost she was until she found you. She explains she was beat and incomplete, feeling very sad, but you made her feel “shiny and new” as if she were a virgin. Yes, folks, this is the message of the Bible, even if Madonna or her writers Tom Kelly and Billy Steinberg never knew it.

			As the singer here, Madonna represents all of humanity, just like the woman in “Stairway to Heaven.” The “you” to whom she’s singing is God. The wilderness represents this physical world in which we dwell. Thus, when we connect the dots to Scripture, the song is saying at God speed that people in the wilderness of our world don’t realize how lost they are until they find God. We all feel beaten down and incomplete, sad and blue, until we come to God who will make us shiny and new in all respects, like a virgin. In fact, this is really a song about our spectacular future, once we’re resurrected from the dead and start living eternal life in our glorious, new spirit-composed bodies. Just like “Happy Birthday,” it’s declaring the end from the beginning, because in becoming born again at the end of this age in which we presently exist, God will actually re-create people, regenerating them as members of His own spirit family, the literal children of God, re-forming us to be shiny and new, shining like the sun:

			“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Let anyone who has ears listen” (Matthew 13:43 CSB).

			“Behold, I make all things new” (Revelation 21:5).

			“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9 NIV).

			And, yes, we’ll all be like a virgin. The Bible talks about virgins quite a bit, with both men and women getting that label. Anyone who truly follows God and gets saved by Jesus, the Lamb of God, is called a virgin:

			“They are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb” (Revelation 14:4).

			So Madonna gets it correct when we listen at God speed. It is our loving Creator who rescues us from being lost in this wilderness, saves us from feeling beat and incomplete, sad and blue, and transforms our spiritually dead bodies into ones that are shiny and new, like a virgin.

			Rolling in the Deep

			It’s simply stunning when we look at songs from the higher perspective and realize that most, if not all of them, are packed with biblical references, either plain, in-your-face quotes, or hidden allusions.

			Take the popular song “Rolling in the Deep” by British superstar Adele. Regardless of what this songstress and her co-writer Paul Epworth might think it means, the song is full of Bible references, both obvious and metaphorical ones. One lyric that’s unquestionably scriptural speaks of being paid back in kind and reaping just what you sow.

			This notion of reaping what you sow is found in the Old Testament, in the book of Job, to be specific:

			“As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it” (Job 4:8 NIV).

			And this “Rolling in the Deep” business is a biblical metaphor for living here on Planet Earth, what the Bible actually calls “the deep.” The exact phrase “the deep” occurs twenty-seven times in a King James Bible and initially appears extremely early in the second verse of Genesis.

			“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep” (Genesis 1:2).

			On a physical level, it can refer to the deep waters of our oceans and seas, reminiscent of the 1977 movie The Deep starring Nick Nolte and Jacqueline Bisset.

			Scripture blatantly equates the deep with the sea, saying of God: “Wasn’t it you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep…?” (Isaiah 51:10 CSB).

			But there’s so much more at God speed.

			“The deep” is the abyss. It’s this low place where we currently dwell on our planet, the physical dimension located below the higher spirit dimension of heaven above. The deep is the place where spiritually dead people are walking around—seemingly alive but actually dead in the eyes of God. (Think of The Walking Dead TV series.) The deep refers to people who think they’re alive but are actually infected with a terminal disease called mortality that allows them to continue walking around even though they are, for all intents and purposes, dead. We all live in a state that’s deep, the “Deep State,” as some in politics might say.

			So, now you can understand what the apostle Paul is talking about when he wrote: “Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead)” (Romans 10:7). He’s merely saying that “the deep” is the place where dead people are located. It’s here. It’s this watery Earth. It’s our temporary home. It’s where we roll. Rolling in the deep.

			Take On Me

			In 1984, the Norwegian band A-ha became an international sensation with its song and groundbreaking video titled “Take On Me.” The translation of the title is simple. The “Me” in the song is God, and He is urging all of us to take Him into our lives, to “put on Christ” in the same way we put on clothing (Galatians 3:27).

			The sensational video for “Take On Me” became one of the most instantly recognizable videos in history, winning many awards as it featured a technique known as rotoscoping, where pencil-sketch animation was combined with live action. It has more than a billion views on YouTube today. This may sound like a complete shocker, but the characters in the popular video metaphorically act out the storyline of the Bible.

			Here’s the plot at human speed: A kind man is seen extending his hand outward from another dimension, actually out of a book, beckoning to the object of his love, a beautiful woman, asking her to come and join him for a life of love.

			Here’s the translation at God speed: The kind man from the other dimension is obviously God, and He is extending His hand out of the Book (the Bible), reaching for the object of His love, human beings who are His bride or wife in the spiritual story, to draw near and be united to Him in love. All of these elements are found in Scripture:

			“But it is good for me to draw near to God” (Psalm 73:28).

			“The marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready” (Revelation 19:7 NKJV).

			“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come” (Revelation 22:17).

			“You hold me by my right hand” (Psalm 73:23 NKJV).

			But as the story portrays, all does not remain sunshine and butterflies for the happy couple. Through the course of the video, the backdrop of which is a motorcycle race, the lovers are relentlessly pursued by enemies seeking to kill the couple. Here’s how Scripture describes it:

			“Those who chased us were swifter than eagles in the sky; they relentlessly pursued us” (Lamentations 4:19 CSB).

			“For the enemy has pursued me, crushing me to the ground” 
(Psalm 143:3 CSB).

			In fact, the evil men in the video pursuing the couple are successful in killing the man, as he’s shown lying dead on the floor. But as his woman cries a tear and raises her eyes toward heaven for help, her deceased man is miraculously, instantaneously raised back to life from the dead.

			This is precisely what the Bible depicts. Disobedient people not only pursued and killed Jesus some two thousand years ago, but they’ve also been relentlessly chasing and persecuting those who worship Him:

			“Since you have also suffered the same things from people of your own country, just as they did from the Jews who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us. They displease God and are hostile to everyone…they are constantly filling up their sins to the limit” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:14–16 CSB).

			Jesus, too, was miraculously raised from death: “Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father…” (Romans 6:4).

			In the video’s climax, the man is depicted in a fierce struggle, exerting tremendous energy to break through the dimensional barrier that had been keeping the pair from consummating their relationship. He is shown breaking out of his two-dimensional body, his penciled “image,” to join the love of his life on equal footing in the real, three-dimensional world. The ferocious struggle alludes to the lifelong fight endured by both Jesus and every believer as they wrestle against every dark power, everything that is evil:

			“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12 NIV).

			“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life” (1 Timothy 6:12).

			Thus, when we suffer for God in the years we’re given here and faithfully endure our struggles, overcoming the forces of evil looking to destroy us, then we’re finally able to “Take On Me,” the Me being the Spirit Person known as God, and grab hold of eternal life.

			Let ’Em In

			One of the most prolific and successful songwriters of our time is Paul McCartney. Not only did this Liverpool, England, native become a household name across the globe as a member of the Beatles in the 1960s, he also enjoyed huge success with his wife Linda in their band called Wings and as a solo artist. If we take even a cursory glance at some of his work, it becomes clear who is speaking through him.

			In 1976, Wings—a band whose name poetically alludes to biblical messengers famously known as angels—released a song titled “Let ’Em In.”

			The first thing it tells us is that someone is knocking at the door.

			Take one stab at where this comes from, folks. You guessed it. The Bible. In the last book of the New Testament, Jesus voiced that very thought in an unforgettable way.

			“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me” (Revelation 3:20 NIV).

			As you can see, Jesus Himself is not only standing at the door and knocking, He agrees with McCartney’s suggestion to open the door and “Let ’Em In,” as the title urges, explaining that people will be dining with God. In other words, open the door to your heart to let God in, and He’ll actually dwell inside you.

			In another well-known McCartney song, Paul asks people to “Listen to What the Man Said.”

			“The Man” in the lyric is God, and in the spiritual song that the Bible is, God is the Ultimate Man. We need to remember that “God created man in his own image” (Genesis 1:27) and the Maker even became a human man named Jesus, the Spirit who was made into flesh “and dwelt among us” (John 1:14) for some three decades back in the first century.

			McCartney’s instruction to “Listen to What the Man Said” sums up every command of the Bible, to listen closely to what the Man (who is God) said, to pay attention to Him and closely follow the instructions of the Creator. It’s repeating Led Zeppelin’s instruction to “listen very hard.” Like Scripture says:

			“Come closer and listen to the words of the LORD your God” 
(Joshua 3:9 CSB).

			“I will listen to what God will say; surely the LORD will declare peace to his people, his faithful ones, and not let them go back to foolish ways” (Psalm 85:8 CSB).

			“If you want to enter life, keep the commandments” (Matthew 19:17 NIV).

			And Jesus’s own mother told us to listen to what the Man said, as she instructed moments before her Son turned water into wine: “Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5 CSB).

			Even in McCartney’s early years with the Beatles, he and his co-writer John Lennon were scripting songs at God speed, echoing the voice of the Almighty. For instance, when the Fab Four sings, “I Want to Hold Your Hand,” that’s like God singing:

			“For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand” (Isaiah 41:13).

			When they repeat, “you’re coming home,” in the song “It Won’t Be Long,” it reminds us that Jesus has temporarily left His home on our planet but will be coming home again soon:

			“For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: He…will come home at the day appointed” (Proverbs 7:19–20).

			“I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:20 CSB).

			The Edge of Glory

			In the song “The Edge of Glory,” Lady Gaga is, in fact, broadcasting at God speed that we human beings are on the verge of glory, that we’ll receive glory when we reach the final goal, which is eternal life. One lyric in the song tells us quite plainly that the singer is on the edge of “something final” that we call life. This is precisely how the Bible describes eternal life, that we receive glory:

			“When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:4 NKJV).

			“He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers” (Romans 2:7 NLT).

			In the song “A Million Dreams” from Hugh Jackman’s movie, The Greatest Showman, when Pink sings about there being “a house we can build,” it’s based on the biblical foundation that we human beings are God’s building, that His dwelling place is inside us:

			“I tell you that the LORD will build you a house” (1 Chronicles 17:10 NKJV).

			“Build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD” (Haggai 1:8).

			“Don’t you yourselves know that you are God’s temple and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16 CSB).

			“The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21).

			The Day that I Die

			One of the most beloved songs of all time is Don McClean’s “American Pie,” and it’s
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