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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student, and I not teach in Vancouver, Canada. I've taught IELTS prep to all levels of student. I'm also a former IELTS speaking examiner, so have an excellent understanding of this exam. Let me help you achieve your goals and get you where you need to be!

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in these resources. You can find them whenever you like to buy books: 


−  Real World English for Academic Situations Inside & Outside the Classroom

−  IELTS Academic Vocabulary Builder

−  Master IELTS Listening with High-Frequency Vocabulary Words
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​An Introduction to the IELTS Speaking Test 
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The IELTS speaking test is the same, whether you choose the general or academic version of the test. It's face-to-face with a real person, as opposed to some other English proficiency tests where you speak into a voice recorder. However, each IELTS speaking test is recorded to ensure quality control.

The test takes 11-14 minutes and consists of 3 parts: 

	Part 1: The first set consists of general questions about where you work, study or live. There will be two other question sets after that on personal topics such as clothing, holidays, food, etc. It takes 4-5 minutes and will consist of approximately 12 questions in total. 

	Part 2: Speaking for 1-2 minutes about a topic that will be given to you. You will have 1 minute of preparation time. There may be one short follow-up question.

	Part 3: A 4-5 minute discussion that goes into greater depth about the topic from part 2. The examiner has the freedom to ask follow-up questions based on your answers. The discussion will be about general ideas and not personal ones (like in part 1). Think of this section as more of a 2-way dialogue with the examiner. 


The speaking and listening portions of the test are the same, whether you choose the general or academic version of it. It's the reading and writing portions that are different. Be sure to check closely which test is required for whatever purpose you're taking the test for. The general test is usually required for immigration purposes while the academic one is most often required for college entrance. 
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​How is the IELTS Speaking Test Graded? 
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You will be graded on four things: 

	Fluency and coherence: How quickly you speak, without pauses or repeating yourself. Is the previous thought connected to the next one and how do you finish off what you're saying? 

	Lexical resources (vocabulary): To score at the band 7 level, or above, you'll need to be able to speak about all the topics on the test with precision, as well as use things like collocations (words that occur together more often than by random chance), idioms, slang, and phrasal verbs. This book will focus on helping you with this! 

	Grammatical range and accuracy: To score at the highest levels, you'll need to be able to form a variety of simple and complex sentences accurately. The keys are to use a variety of sentence types and to make few errors. 

	Pronunciation: You'll need to be able to be understood very easily, without any effort on the part of the examiner. Plus, you'll have to put emphasis on the correct words within a sentence and also within a longer speaking turn. 
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​Tips for Scoring a Band 7-8.5
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For most proficient English speakers, getting a band 7-8.5 on the IELTS speaking test is a very achievable goal. Here are a few tips for getting there!

	One of the keys is striking a balance between giving enough detail in your answers to develop topics fully and not talking too much. The examiner has a prescribed set of questions that they need to get through within a strict time limit. Pause when you're done with your thought. The examiner will ask another question. 

	Don't feel the need to keep talking, and talking, and talking, and talking. This is not how this test works and you will not get a higher score just because you can talk endlessly. This can hurt you if you begin to repeat yourself. 

	Don't repeat yourself but do connect the things you say in an organized way with the use of discourse markers: as I previously mentioned, firstly, after that, finally, etc.

	Being able to paraphrase and summarize things is quite important for the test. Aim for a balance between giving some details and also giving a summary or overview of things. 

	Do NOT attempt to memorize anything for this test. You will get penalized very heavily for this and it is a waste of time. There are so many questions each year that even if you were to find out some of them, it's impossible to memorize that many answers. 

	Use idioms, phrasal verbs, slang (appropriate!), collocations, etc. Not using idiomatic language will make it difficult to score above a Band 6. 

	Aim to use precise words to describe something, instead of words like “thing, stuff, like that.” This shows that you don't have a large vocabulary, or can't access it when needed. Avoid filler words that don't have any meaning. 

	It's easy to repeat words as a kind of filler (the author of this book says, “like” way too much!) when speaking. However, this should be avoided. Look on Google for some sample IELTS speaking test questions and then record yourself answering them to see if there are words that you use too often. Like is the most common one of these kinds of words but there are lots more. 

	Use a mix of complex and simple sentences. Even if you use simple sentences perfectly, it will make it difficult to score above a Band 5. 

	Finish off your thoughts in an appropriate way. Ending most sentences with: like that, that's why, that's it, or something similar will make it difficult to score above a band 6. 

	Show your personality. Emphasize key things in what you're saying and don't be scared to show your opinion about something. The examiner is only grading you on your English ability, not on your opinions about a topic. 

	Using humour or telling a (short!) funny story about something is great. It's a nice way to show that you know English quite well if you're able to do this. 

	For part 3, don't get personal. This section is designed to test your ability to talk about general ideas and thoughts which is more difficult to do than talking about personal things. This is the section where candidates can set themselves apart and have a chance to use higher-level vocabulary and grammatical constructions. 
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​How Difficult is it to Score Band 9? 
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It's quite difficult (though not impossible) for non-native English speakers to achieve a band 9 on the IELTS speaking test. There are people who have been learning English as a second language (most Europeans for example) since they were a young child and they also have a first language that is similar to English. For these people, it may be achievable. 

Or, some people moved to an English-speaking country when they were young who may be able to get this score. Or, those who did a large part of their education in English.

However, being a native English speaker doesn't automatically mean that you'll be able to get a 9. It's not that easy to do! To do that, you'll also need to do the following: 


−  Develop topics fully and at length.

−  Connect thoughts, without repetition. 

−  Only have pauses that are related to forming an opinion about something and not searching for a word (no pauses in the middle of sentences).

−  Use a large range of very precise language, including things like idioms.

−  Speak fluently, essentially without grammatical errors. 

−  Be understood easily, without any effort on the part of the examiner. 

−  Avoid the use of filler words (this is what even native speakers may struggle with). 


The good news is that there is almost no reason why someone would need to get a 9 on this test. For educational, immigration, employment or other purposes, I don't know of any of them that would require getting a 9! So, don't worry about it. Scoring a 7 or 8 on the speaking test is a far more achievable goal and should be acceptable in almost all cases. 
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​How to Use this Book 
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This book is designed to help you build a bigger vocabulary, more specifically collocations. If you want to score higher than a band 6, it will be necessary to use this kind of language and your examiner will be specifically listening for it. This will allow you to score in the higher bands for the lexical resources section of the scoring.

To use this book, I recommend doing one lesson per day. Do the practice exercises and try not to cheat by looking at the answers!

Use a vocabulary notebook and be sure to write down any new collocations that you learn. Review them frequently and consider making some flashcards. Push yourself to use this new vocabulary when speaking and see if you can find them when watching English TV or movies, or reading. 

Make sure you know how to pronounce any new word that you learn. Look on YouTube or Google, “How to say _____” to find out. If you have a large vocabulary, you'll score high on this section of the test but it won't help you that much if you can't pronounce them! You'll score lower on the fourth section, pronunciation. 

This book can help you expand your vocabulary range. You might also consider extensive reading and listening as well. Find things to listen to (podcasts, movies, TV shows) or read (books, magazines, newspaper articles) that are at your level, or just slightly below. The key is to read or listen just for fun and to not have to use a dictionary all the time. This will not only help you become more familiar with English vocabulary but it'll also help you improve your grammatical accuracy as well. 

Be sure to do some practice tests (search on Google for “IELTS speaking test practice”) and record yourself to review later. Try to use the new vocabulary that you've acquired in this book. 
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