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			To all our Travelers, thank you for this journey with us.

			Special Dedication

			To Beau, Kari, & Jonathan who keep us a little less crazy.

			Additional Dedication

			To all those who were affected by Hurricane Helene and those who stepped in to help these communities through one of the worst disasters in Smoky Mountain history. You are truly amazing, and we are proud to be part of your community.

			
				
					
						The Smoky Mountains living up to their name. Photo by author.
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			Eerie Travels Series Introduction

			Greetings Travelers!

			For those of you unfamiliar with Erika Lance or myself, I figure a friendly introduction is in order. I’m Mark Muncy, the author of Eerie Florida, Freaky Florida, and Eerie Appalachia. I have been researching monsters, myths, and legends for four decades now. I’ve been featured on several documentaries and many tv and radio programs as a folklorist, historian, and paranormal enthusiast.

			Well Travelers, I am Erika Lance. For my part, I have been a nerd since before it was cool like it is today. I have been a published author, actor, and a fan of all creepy things. I have been fascinated by things that go bump in the night from a young age and have discovered that you don’t have to outrun your enemies, just your friends. That is where Mark comes in.

			Together, we now host a twice weekly podcast called Eerie Travels. It’s available online on tons of platforms or at EerieTravels.com. We also travel with Kari Schultz, our chief illustrator, who brings to life the creatures who usually only pose for blurry photos. We’ve included some of her photos and illustrations within.

			Now on to the reason we created this book series. There are always travel guides to the finest restaurants, hotels, and fancy museums to visit for many popular tourist areas. Then there are plenty of books full of ghost stories with haunted buildings that you can probably drive by or walk past on a haunted tour. We realized there weren’t really any focused guides to the dark side of tourism. That’s where we come in.

			This book series will give you a decent road trip for a nice vacation into the world of cryptids, ghosts, legendary locations, great places to eat, and fun places to enjoy along the way. While you won’t find any fine dining or generic theme parks in these books, you will find some memorable places that should haunt your memories for a lifetime.

			

			We won’t be including any places that are not welcoming to visitors. So, before you go and complain that “you should have put ‘Old Man Withers’ House’ in here,” or some abandoned factory that is barely standing, you can be rest assured that every place in our guides has some public access, and we will attempt to list who to contact in the appendix. However, we always recommend checking before you head out because if the recent global pandemic taught us anything, nothing is forever.

			Now that we’ve set some ground rules, let’s give you all a few more. Take only photos and memories. No amateur archaeology at any of the historic locations mentioned. If it is a historic location or a cemetery, please be respectful of said history and of those interred there. As for the businesses mentioned, shop freely and frequently. Let them know Eerie Travels sent you. Don’t forget to send or tag us in the photos you take on this journey. We love hearing from our fellow Travelers!

			Lastly, just a friendly word of warning. What you find within these pages may thrill you. It may shock you. It might even horrify you. So, if you feel you have a delicate disposition… Well, don’t say we didn’t warn you, and you can always choose to “Nope” out with Erika.

			Enjoy your journey, and we’ll see you on the other side!

			Mark & Erika

			www.eerietravels.com

		


		
			

			Introduction to the Dark Side of The Smoky Mountains

			Erika: So, Mark, we are headed to the “Dark Side” of the Smoky Mountains. Where are the Smoky Mountains exactly?

			Mark: Well, Erika, I’m glad you asked. Plus, this is a fun way to show how we’ll put in these asides to our Travelers.

			The Great Smoky Mountains stretch from Tennessee into North Carolina. They are a subrange of the Appalachian Mountains in a part of the Blue Ridge Province.

			The Blue Ridge Province covers from Pennsylvania, through Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and ends in northern Georgia.

			The Smoky Mountains contain large sections of the Appalachian Trail and the Blue Ridge Parkway. They are called the Smoky Mountains due to the natural fog that often comes off the mountains and creates large fields of smoke when viewed from afar.

			The Smokies, as they are also referred to, have several amazing ecosystems throughout their mountains and valleys with over 180,000 acres of old-growth forest.

			This is the largest primary forest remaining east of the Mississippi River. These diverse ecosystems include black bears, elks, salamanders, skunks, chipmunks, bats, squirrels, otters, foxes, armadillos, deer, and snakes.

			

			More than 1,500 species of flowering plants, 240 types of birds, and more than fifty types of fish call this area home. It is with little wonder that it was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is the most visited National Park in the United States.

			Erika: I feel like you have become a Park Ranger.

			Mark: There was a time I wanted to be a Park Ranger, so for our Travelers, I will assume the role and tell you about the park itself.

			The Great Smoky Mountain National Park was commissioned in 1934 and certified by President Franklin Roosevelt in 1940.

			By the time it was established, it had been decimated by logging and farming for over a hundred years. The mountains had to regrow over one hundred native tree species and even more native shrub species to return them to their natural state.

			The area was originally referred to as the shaconage by the Cherokee natives. Its name means “the place of blue smoke.”

			We believe the natives of the area started with the prehistoric Paleo Indians. They hunted and built settlements in these hills for thousands of years.

			Archaeologists have found traces of early life here as far back as nine thousand years. While much of this is lost to antiquity, it cannot be understated that these mountains have a history going back much further than we will ever truly know.

			Erika: We always talk about the fact that we need to work on not losing the history of a place because so much can be learned from it. But my guess is that you have even more?

			Mark: Of course! We’re just getting started.

			In 1540, the Spanish Conquistador Hernando De Soto led his men into the mountains up from the panhandle of Florida. He had early encounters with the native Cherokee of the area who had inhabited the region for several centuries before his arrival and documentation. Not finding the gold he sought, he continued his expeditions elsewhere.

			

			Mark: Now before you all feel we are skipping some important cultural eras, we will get into the history of the Cherokee and pre-Revolutionary War periods of the area later in this book as they tie to specific tales and locations. Needless to say, the area is steeped in blood and dark history.

			Erika: The title of the book begins to unfold… The DARK SIDE…

			Mark: As I said, there’s plenty here. Even more later. Hold your horses.

			In 1775, botanist William Bartram made his way through the southern Appalachians and explored much of the Smoky Mountain area.

			The first non-natives began to clear homesteads in the area in the 1790s. The Cherokee natives were forced to relinquish their lands in 1819, leading to the Trail of Tears in 1838.

			The Civil War came a short while later, and it had the mountain people divided on both sides. Raids were common in the mountains with livestock and supplies seized by both Union and Confederates frequently throughout the conflict. While no major battles took place in the mountains themselves, the effects on the area were still very deep-seated.

			Erika: I guess we are not seeing many Civil War ghosts then.

			Mark: There will be plenty more than I think you will expect.

			After the war, we saw the lumber camps begin in the early 1900s. They brought booming business and so the population exploded.

			They also carried with them the tall tales and legends that lumberjacks loved to spread to keep entertained. While entrenched only for a few decades, they too would leave a profound impact on the area.

			Thankfully, the mountainous terrain kept much of the old growth forest safe from the logging industry.

			

			Erika: This is something to be thankful for since you and I get to look at it every day from our porches!

			After the declaration of the area’s intent to become a National Park, almost 80 percent of the forest had been destroyed. The bulk of the remaining land belonged to over a thousand families and companies.

			It took Tennessee and North Carolina years to buy out all the loggers and landowners to begin the restoration. Numerous families were forced out by eminent domain actions and remain bitter to this day.

			With all this stated, it is easy to see how so many shadowy bits of history combine to make the Smoky Mountains so fertile with legends, folklore, and encounters with the unknown.

			Countless historians have spent lifetimes here trying to uncover all the hidden history lying in the mists. So, Travelers, this is how we begin your journey into the Dark Side of The Smoky Mountains.

			Erika: I hope you brought snacks!

			

			Chattanooga, Tennessee

		


		
			

			Lookout Mountain, Chickamauga Battlefield, and Old Green Eyes

			We’re starting off in eastern Tennessee, just west of the Smoky Mountains proper. This is the gateway to our eerie road trip ahead.

			Tennessee River bisecting the city acts as the transition between the Appalachian Valley and the Cumberland Plateau which leads into the Smokies. According to Ripley’s Believe It or Not, the city has the fastest internet service in the Western Hemisphere.

			Erika: So, it is time to load up our playlists (or Eerie Travels podcast) and maps?

			Mark: I would recommend it since cell phone service can be unpredictable as we head out into more rural areas.

			Erika: Playlist and maps are downloaded. Let’s do this!

			The early history of the area dates back to the Upper Paleolithic period around 10,000 BCE and has a history of continuous population ever since. The city is believed to have gotten its name from the early Creek word Chat-toto-noog-gee, which roughly translates to “rock rising to a point.” This likely refers to nearby Lookout Mountain which is a great place to begin our trip.

			Mark: Let’s hop into the Wayback Machine.

			Erika: The Wayback Machine is loaded with snacks and with Kari (your amazing wife) at the helm, we are ready to go. Where are we headed?

			

			We’ll go back to 1818 with Elias Cornelius, a traveling cleric, visiting the nearby Brainerd Mission, a local Cherokee school, who mentioned the first written account of going on a tour to the peak of Lookout Mountain.

			Then in 1838, James Whiteside was given a huge tract of land containing the peak after the forced removal of the Cherokee, who had inhabited the area since at least the early 1700s.

			Erika: I don’t think I will like the next part of this story.

			Mark: No one should like this next part.

			It was in that year that the U.S. government forced the Cherokee and many other tribes to Oklahoma in what became known as The Trail of Tears due to the fatalities and extreme tragedy of their exile.

			Erika: This journey is definitely dark from the start.

			The city of Ross’s Landing was where the largest of the internment camps or “emigration depots” were located. The horrors of the Indian Removal Act should never be forgotten.

			Erika: Agreed! It is vitally important that we don’t forget and don’t make the same mistakes ever again.

			Less than a year later, Ross’s Landing would be incorporated as the city of Chattanooga. It became a boom town for river commerce and exploded in population with the arrival of the railroad in 1850.

			An ancient Indian path led from the town and up to the peak of Lookout Mountain. This is where Whiteside built the Lookout Mountain Turnpike and began to develop the northern summit.

			He would go on to build a resort hotel and nearby attractions like Rock City, Lula Falls, and Point Lookout. He was optimistic that they would soon begin operations.

			Erika: Seems like he had some big plans for this land.

			Mark: That Whiteside did. Just pay attention and see what he did.

			

			However, early construction on the hotel was plagued with a string of unusual construction issues. This led to many of the workers claiming the area was “haunted” by evil spirits.

			A number of the slaves at that time believed the area had bad magic. They felt that the loa, or Vodou spirits, had claimed the mountain top as a view for Bondye, the supreme Creator.

			Erika: That sounds terrifying. I would say that with everything that happened around this land, it would not be surprising to find that negative energy was left behind.

			Even with these rumors and stories, the issues were worked around and the hotel opened to visitors. It was an immediate hit, spurring tourism from all over the fledgling United States.

			It was a short-lived boom as the Civil War began.

			Erika: War does tend to put a damper on vacations.

			
				
					
						“Battle of Chickamauga” is not historically accurate. However, it is highly regarded by Civil War art enthusiasts. Painting from Kurz and Allison 1890. 
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			In early September of 1863, General William Rosecrans of the Union pushed the Confederate troops out of Chattanooga. Braxton Bragg called out for reinforcements from the Confederacy for his Army of Tennessee. The men arrived later that month, and they began their siege of Chattanooga.

			

			Between September 19th and 20th, Bragg launched his counterattack on the banks of nearby Chickamauga Creek.

			With both sides suffering heavy losses, Bragg forced Rosencrans to flee but failed to press his advantage after his victory.

			Erika: What does that mean?

			This meant that the Federal troops were able to secure themselves within Chattanooga until Ulysses S. Grant arrived shortly after to reinforce the Union troops. This allowed them to resecure the entire town.

			Over the two days of the battle, Bragg had gathered over 60,000 men thanks to reinforcements led by General James Longstreet.

			They repeatedly attacked the remaining Union, which was anchored by a corps led by Union General George Thomas. Thomas held his position with heavy losses. Longstreet’s reinforcements arrived, and he advanced just as General Rosecrans was shifting his troops. As his men pushed through, the Federal lines collapsed, and they then retreated into the town. 

			Bragg refused Longstreet’s request for even more reinforcements to take the town. He was dealing with over 20,000 casualties and the loss of ten Confederate generals, including Texas’s own John Hood who had to have his leg amputated. Longstreet and General Nathan Bedford Forrest wanted to pursue the enemy again the following day, but Bragg was still reeling.

			The Union suffered over 16,000 casualties themselves. This made the Battle of Chickamauga one of the largest costs of human life in the entire western theater of the Civil War. The bodies were everywhere. It was here that tales of something unusual began to circulate among the soldiers.

			Erika: I didn’t think there were civil war ghosts in this story. Are there?

			Mark: Not exactly a ghost, per se.

			What was reported were sightings of a strange half-man and half-beast wandering amongst the sea of dead and wounded on the battlefield.

			Erika: Umm… what?

			

			It walked on two legs and had long stringy hair down to its waist. The creature had two large, glowing green eyes and huge jaws with two sharp incisor fangs sticking out. It was draining blood from the bodies strewn across the battlefield.

			Erika: There was a blood-sucking creature roaming the battlefield? Can you imagine what that must have been like for those that saw this monster in the middle of all that horror?

			Mark: Well, Old Green Eyes is still seen walking the battlefield even today.

			Erika: NOPE!

			Witnesses describe the creature as floating along the old battle lines; some hear the echoes of ghostly gunfire and battle sounds when it is encountered.

			Edward Tinney, a former Chief Ranger at Chickamauga-Chattanooga National Military Park, who tended the grounds from 1969-1986, said ghost sightings at all Civil War battlefields are not uncommon, but old Green Eyes is unique.

			Erika: That is an understatement.

			“Green Eyes is rumored to be a man who lost his head to a cannonball, frantically searching the battlefield at night for his dislocated body,” Tinney told us. “Those who lived are the ones who saw it and started the stories.”

			Erika: Of course! How can he fight a battle if he doesn’t have a head?

			Mark: That story doesn’t exactly mesh with the vampiric nature of some of the other reports of the creature.

			There are dozens of other ghosts seen all over the battlefield with hundreds of documented sightings of soldiers and even phantom brigades. Old Green Eyes, however, may predate the battle.

			

			There was a training encampment for soldiers getting ready for the Spanish-American War adjacent to where the battlefield now lies. Hundreds of soldiers died of typhoid fever during their time at the encampment. There are stories that Old Green Eyes preyed on the victims of that disease long before the battle occurred.

			There are even older stories that say the spirit may have stalked the early Native Americans that lived where the battlefield now stands.

			Erika: So, we have ghosts, a monster, and an ancient spirit?

			Tinney told us that one night he saw something he himself could not explain. He said, in 1976, he was checking on a group of re enactors who were camping at the park.
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						These cannons mark the location of Bridges Battery at the Chickamauga Battlefield, a location frequented by the spirit of Ol’ Green Eyes. Photo by author. 

					

				

			

			He saw a man walking on Glen Kelly Road who was over 6 feet tall and wearing a long black duster. He had long, stringy hair and bright green eyes. The figure rushed at him, and Tinney ran to the other side of the road for fear of being attacked.

			The man smiled a devilish grin at him from across the road.

			Erika: NOPE!

			

			Just then, a car came down the road. When its headlights hit the man in the duster, he vanished. While not saying that it was Old Green Eyes that he encountered, Tinney did say that it still haunts his dreams at night.

			He also said that, during his tenure as chief ranger, people frequently claimed to experience all sorts of supernatural activity all over the park.

			Erika: Sounds like that place is very spiritually-charged, but that is not surprising with everything that happened there.

			There are quite a few more ghost stories on the battlefield. One of which is the “Lady in White” who searches the field near Snodgrass Hill, which saw some of the fiercest fighting in the battle. The Snodgrass family cabin served as a field hospital in the battle for both sides. The Lady in White is thought to be a specter of a nurse or perhaps someone looking for their lost loved one on the battlefield.

			Erika: You know my thoughts on the “Lady in White.” She is observed in so many places, but I often wonder if it is because of all the loss in a certain area.

			Mark: That is possible. It is all preternatural, A.K.A. stuff we do not understand yet.

			There are other sightings, including a skeleton in a Confederate uniform who constantly calls for someone named “Amy.” Ghostly horses with phantom riders are observed occasionally charging through the hills, and dark, shadowy soldiers are often accompanied by the echoes of marching or fierce skirmishes.

			Erika: I am thinking I may want to get back in the Wayback Machine at this point.

			The National Park Service very specifically says there are lots of stories about the battlefield, but they don’t have any “official files” on the hauntings. The current ranger would only say that they don’t deal with ghosts, and “We certainly have no files on Old Green Eyes.” 

			Erika: Of course they don’t.

			

			Okay. Now we are getting back into the Wayback Machine because in the two months after the Battle of Chickamauga, the Confederates had placed the city of Chattanooga under siege once again. The Union still held the city. General Ulysses S. Grant arrived and took over command. He was able to assist the newly promoted Brigadier General Thomas, now known as the “Rock of Chickamauga,” in a decisive victory over the Confederates in the Battle of Chattanooga and the poetically named “Battle Above the Clouds.” This freed the city and Lookout Mountain for the Union for the rest of the war.

			One last point of interest here is Sunset Rock.

			In that fateful October of 1863, General Braxton Bragg and James Longstreet stood on Sunset Rock on the western side of Lookout Mountain to view the army below and plan their attack.

			Today, it is a popular destination for hikers and rock climbers wanting to watch the sunset. It is on West Brow Road, but there is very little parking for it, so plan to go on a slower weekday if you can.

			Feel free to watch the sunset and keep your eyes open over the battlefield below for old Green Eyes or the Lady in White.

			Erika: Way to make this pretty and yet terrifying.

			If you come at the right time of the year, usually in early October, the Green Eyes Festival is held at the Chickamauga Visitor Center.

			This cryptid and ghostly themed event is filled with vendors and food trucks for a fun time. Old Green Eyes is even their mascot, and you can pick up a cuddly plushie of him to remember this amazing place.

			Erika: I want an Old Green Eyes plushie!

			Mark: We’ll have to get you one.

			Now, let’s head a short distance to one of the most famous locations in the area—with our twist, of course.

		


		
			

			Rock City

			Mark: Faeries, ghosts, and legends await at our next location.

			Erika: I have mixed feelings for this then already.

			Since we’ve talked a lot about Lookout Mountain, we should head up to it, but our GPS seems to be a bit confused as we are heading up the hill.

			Erika: If you say we have gone into another dimension this early in the trip, I will be mad. Especially since you didn’t even warn me.

			We’re not dimension-slipping, but we are skating through various states. As you might have noticed, we crossed the line from Chattanooga, Tennessee into Georgia, then back into Tennessee, and finally back into Georgia, all within a few minutes of reaching the top of the mountain. This is because while the summit is right on the state line, Rock City itself is properly in the town of Lookout Mountain, Georgia.

			Erika: Weird…

			Mark: Before we go in, we’ve got to fire up the Wayback Machine again.

			Erika: I would say I’m surprised, but we just went through a bunch of states and are on top of a mountain. Where are we headed?

			Mark: We’re going to the early 1800’s.

			

			Erika: No air-conditioning. Well, this should be fun.

			While there is certainly historical evidence that Native Americans inhabited Lookout Mountain, it is difficult to study exactly how long any tribe stayed on the mountain. However, in 1823, two missionaries named Daniel Butrick and William Chamberlain climbed Lookout Mountain to minister to the tribe currently residing at the peak.

			Butrick noted in his journal on August 28, 1823 that the natives lived in “a citadel of rocks” atop the mountain. He noted the immense size of the boulders he found, and he also mentioned that the stones were arranged in a way that denoted streets and alleys.

			Mark: Architecture. I am sure that was amazing, although not surprising.

			During the Civil War, both the Union and Confederates held the mountain at different points in time. Both sides claimed that you could see seven states from the summit. These are independent accounts recorded in different journals.

			Erika: I wonder if you can see seven states.
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						The view from Lookout Mountain in Rock City. You can see a “See Rock City” barn far below on the left.. Photo provided by Rock City.

					

				

			

			

			Mark: You aren’t the only one to wonder about that.

			It wouldn’t be until 2007 when a scientist from the University of Tennessee would be asked to verify this claim. He noted that you likely could see the high peaks of distant states from the peak of Lookout Mountain back in the time recorded in those journals, but now, pollution has made it difficult without the benefit of telescopes or binoculars.

			Erika: It is understandable why you would want to hold a summit like this during a war.

			Even back then, “Rock City” became a well-known location for hikers.

			Erika: I get the name now.

			Mark: Exactly. See, I get us there in the end.

			It didn’t become the destination it is today until the 1930s. Garnet and Frieda Carter began to develop a neighborhood themed after European folklore on the mountain and called it Fairyland.

			Erika: Be careful what you wish for…

			Garnet intended to build a golf course but decided to miniaturize it due to the complex nature of the mountain’s geology. Tom Thumb Golf is now recognized as the United States’ first mini-golf course and the second in the world, created here by the Carter family.

			Erika: I love mini-golf!

			Besides the mini-golf course, Frieda set out to develop the property into a giant rock garden which would enclose over seven hundred acres. The Lookout Mountain Fairyland Club was built by architect William Hattfield Sears and would encompass ten cottages and a main clubhouse. These would be the prime places to stay. In 1935, Frieda and Garnet hired painter Clark Byers to paint barn advertisements throughout the Midwest and Southeast of the United States. By 1969, Byers would paint over nine hundred barns with the “See Rock City” ads in over nineteen states.

			

			Erika: Early billboarding. You must admire the idea. Also, I love the idea you hired a painter and said, “Go paint barns and say this!”

			Mark: It was a great idea and drew people from all over.

			Rock City is one of those places where a mere description on paper is never truly sufficient. It really is a place you must see for yourself. The Enchanted Trail laid out by the Carters hasn’t changed much. It is full of quirky attractions, geological wonders, majestic waterfalls, botanical gardens, caves, forests, and art exhibits. All the while, you’ll stumble on mythological creature sculptures displayed by the founders for nearly 100 years—including little gnome statues that would become a national craze.

			Erika: This is true. It is absolutely indescribable.

			Some places of interest here include the Needle’s Eye. It is a narrow crevice you have to squeeze through between two large boulders.

			Erika: Nope.

			Mark: Thankfully, there’s a side path to avoid it.

			There’s the Swing-a-Long Bridge that spans a 200-foot-long ravine. It offers an amazing view of the Chattanooga Valley.

			Erika: Again… nope. What else?

			Mark: Again, there’s a stone bridge that avoids the bridge with a slightly less breathtaking view.

			A short turn from there leads to the 90-foot-tall High Falls Waterfall, which is stunning to behold and feeds into a beautiful pool. It is a true highlight of the garden trail.

			Erika: That is amazing!

			The trail then leads to Lover’s Leap just atop High Falls. It is on a rock that juts out of the mountain and is probably the most famous landmark at Rock City. Cherokee legends speak of it being named after two lovers from warring tribes that had a forbidden love affair. A young 

brave named Sautee was captured while attempting to woo the beautiful Nacoochee of the rival tribe. He was thrown off the cliff into the valley below. Nacoochee jumped to her own death after him. Their spirits are said to be wandering the mountain.
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						A view towards the Lover’s Leap of Rock City where the 7 states view is located. Photo by author.

					

				

			

			Erika: I would not consider that to be a happy ending.

			Mark: Not exactly. Except to say that they are together for eternity.

			Erika: I hope the next part is not as sad as that.

			On our way back to the entrance, you’ll see the more mystical side of the gardens as this was where Frieda really went all out decorating the place. You’ll pass through Rainbow Cavern, which is a small tunnel with windows that cast rainbow colors on the opposite wall.

			Erika: Is that a unicorn charging down the hall?

			Mark: No. Because charging unicorns are dangerous in tight spaces. That would have been bad.

			

			This leads us to Fairyland Caverns. It’s not often you see a cave entrance on the top of a mountain, but that’s just part of the charm of this place. Inside, there are hundreds and hundreds of fairies and shiny things. It’s incredibly unique, and most of the fairies have a properly scary appearance.

			Erika: Yep. Previous warning about the Fae stands.

			It’s so gloriously unique. Words do not do the place justice. The Hall of the Mountain King and Mother Goose Village are also part of the caverns and filled with even more unique sights and sculptures. It’s no wonder that everyone who visited decided they wanted their own yard gnomes.

			Erika: Are we done with the creepy fairies yet?

			There are a few other locations to visit before we head out; Balanced Rock is a 1000-ton rock balanced on a much smaller stone. It is a great photo op where visitors can pretend to be Atlas holding up the world since we’re already among so much mythology here.

			Fat Man’s Squeeze is on the way down the trail and even the smallest person will likely have to turn sideways to fit through. Thankfully, there is a bypass for those of us who like to eat solid foods.

			Erika: Though, I don’t think it is the solid part of the food but more the type and quantity of said food.

			Mark: I’m never going to be a skinny man. There are things like Little Debbie Swiss Rolls—and fried chicken.

			There are many events here depending on the time of year you visit. Irish heritage is celebrated in March when it turns into ShamRock City. Fairytale Nights are in early spring. Rocktoberfest features German food, music, beers, and storytelling with the Troll King. The Christmas season brings the Garden of Lights complete with Santa and Ms. Claus and plenty of hot cocoa.

			Erika: I love me some hot cocoa with extra marshmallows!

			

			Mark: Make sure you do that after Fat Man’s Squeeze.

			On your way out, don’t forget to grab a “See Rock City” birdhouse from the gift shop. Yes, you too can celebrate the ingenious marketing scheme created by the Carter family that continues to draw people to the amazing Rock City.

			Overall, plan for about two to three hours to see everything that makes this place one of a kind. Be sure to keep an eye out for the spirits of Garnet and Frieda Carter as they have been spotted wandering the paths of their amazing creation.

			Erika: Now you bring up the ghosts? What the heck?! Let’s go grab a snack.

			
				
					
						A famous “See Rock City” painted barn. Touting the attraction as the “8th Wonder of the World.” – Photo provided by Chattanooga Historical Society.
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			Erika's Eats: 
Rock City

			Because you are on a mountain, there are only a couple of options nearby, but if you are hungry (or want some hot chocolate like Mark promised), you can go here:

			Cliff Terrace

			This place has amazingly fun and delicious food right near Lover’s Leap, including pizza and other classic snacks for the trail.

			Cafe 7

			This is also just at the Lover’s Leap and a great place to look at the Seven States view. I, of course, love peach cobbler with vanilla ice cream while Mark will grab an air fried apple pie any chance he gets.

			Big Rock City Grill

			Just inside the main entrance, you can head to their short-order style restaurant, have a made-to-order hamburger or sandwich, and enjoy the mountain views.

			Before we head back down the mountain, Travelers, if you have an extra day, you might also want to visit Ruby Falls just under Rock City. Well, not exactly just under—it is one thousand feet under Rock City. It’s an impressive location with incredible tours of the caves below Lookout Mountain.

			Mark: What are you wearing, Erika?

			Erika: It’s my mask. I thought we were going to hang out with some racoons. I wanted to look the part.

			

			Mark: Not exactly. Though, we are headed to the Raccoon Mountain Caverns!

			Erika: Oh. That makes a little more sense, but I am keeping the mask on.
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						The Rainbow Tunnel in Rock City has beautiful colored glass that projects colored rays of sunlight onto the far wall. – Photo by author.

					

				

			

		


		
			

			Raccoon Mountain Caverns

			Erika: We just saw a bunch of caves. Why are we headed here?

			Mark: We’re going to be spending the evening at Raccoon Mountain Caverns and staying at one of their cabins.

			Erika: Umm… what?

			Mark: The property has a campground with full-service RV sites and primitive tent sites as well. After traveling through Lookout Valley, it is convenient to head right up Raccoon Mountain to the campground.

			Erika: At least you did not say we are staying in a tent.

			Mark: Nope. But before we head into the cabin, we need to take a quick jaunt in the Wayback Machine to 1929.

			Erika: Good thing I have my hot chocolate. Why are we headed back?

			Mark: Because history is important for context. Why else would we do this?

			

			Though the cave system here was first documented way back in 1853, it’s assumed that the Native Americans were familiar with these caves far before then. By the 1920s, the land was owned by The Grand Hotel and used as a farm for its restaurant.

			There were stories of the farmers visiting cavern fissures to cool off on particularly hot days. This led Leo Lambert, a local spelunker, to the area. He had recently discovered and helped open Ruby Falls to the public.

			Lambert quickly surmised that the cool air blowing out of the fissures meant there must be a large cavern somewhere beyond the crack in the mountain. He began to carve out a larger entrance and quickly discovered hundreds of feet of cave passages that were well-adorned with beautiful geological displays. He built trails and installed a series of electric lights. By June of 1931, Lambert opened Tennessee Caverns to the public.

			Erika: I love an adventuring spirit that would say, “Yes, go deeper into the cave!” We both know that would not be me.

			Lambert’s tour of the caverns circled an area called The Crystal Palace Room due to its large cave structures resembling a medieval castle. His route would be the staple tour for decades.

			In the 1950s, the Smith brothers had taken over managing the cave and discovered a small hole just off the main room of The Crystal Palace. They squeezed through an opening of less than eight inches in diameter and crawled for about twenty feet. There, they found even larger rooms which led to even more discoveries.

			Erika: What is it with everyone trying to squeeze into tight spaces in mountains?

			Mark: I’m no spelunker, but I kind of get it. The thrill of exploration.

			Needless to say, by the 1960s, a full half-mile loop including these new areas was opened to the public for tours. It is known now as The Crystal Palace Tour.

			It is the home to many wonderful species of salamander and a unique spider species known as The Crystal Caverns cave spider, or nesticus furtivus for its scientific name. Though discovered in 1938, it wasn’t  officially described until 1984. It is currently only known to exist within the Raccoon Mountain Caverns. Due to this unique spider, no pets or even service animals are allowed in the caverns for fear of endangering the spider’s environment and unique ecosystem. Pets and service animals are, of course, welcome at the campground itself.
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						Raccoon Mountain Caverns’ Crystal Palace tour provides excellent views of this unique cave system. Keep an eye out for their endangered spiders. Photo provided by Raccoon Mountain Caverns.

					

				

			

			Erika: I do love pretty spiders, as does Kari, your amazing wife.

			Mark: Kari has several spiders as pets. Not the Crystal Caverns cave spider of course, which you legally cannot make into a pet.

			For those with a bit more vigor, there is a full spelunking tour available known as Wild Cave Expeditions. These tours were added in the 1970s and allow travelers to explore the undeveloped areas of the cave outside of the commercial tour areas. They have discovered over five miles of passages that have been mapped. New cave discoveries are being made there to this day.

			

			Erika: I will pass on the spelunking, but if any Travelers do it, I would love to see the pictures.

			While the caves and the unique spider are the main attractions, there is a little history here; that is why we had to place this on our “Must Visit” list. One of the spelunkers who passed away here has never left.

			Erika: I was thinking the caves and spiders were why we are here, but I should have known it was also haunted.

			His spirit haunts the caverns, and he particularly likes to interact with female visitors. He will blow in their ears or run fingers through their hair as they walk through the tunnels.

			Erika: So, we have a ghost that flirts?

			While visiting, make certain to ask your tour guide or the employees at the gift shop about the ghost of Raccoon Mountain Caverns.

			Lastly, you will want to head over to the remains of the old cable car that used to travel to the top of the mountain. While no longer in service, this cable car is a fun reminder of the area’s touristy history. It’s right around the corner from the cavern entrance and makes for a great photo op.

			Erika: Now that we have seen some amazing views, a really cool spider, and been flirted with by a ghost, can we get some sleep before tomorrow?

			Mark: Of course, tomorrow we are in for a SPOOKY time. So, try to get some sleep before it’s time to head back into town for our last stop before leaving Chattanooga.

		


		
			

			The Ghosts of Chattanooga’s Cemeteries

			After spending the day at Civil War battlefields, Rock City, and the Racoon Mountain Caverns, I think it’s time we spend our last bit in Chattanooga before we head out on the rest of our trip visiting the final resting places of some of the city’s residents. We might even get to see some local restless spirits as we walk amongst the tombstones.

			Erika: Somehow, I just knew we would end up in a cemetery.

			Mark: Hard to do an eerie trip without a few at least.

			Erika: Of course, you’ll take us to even more before this over.

			We’ll start at Forest Hills Cemetery just down the mountain. More than 44,000 bodies are at rest here. It is a beautifully landscaped Victorian-era cemetery. It makes you realize why Victorians visited cemeteries as often as they did public parks. Many famous and notable people call this cemetery their final resting place.

			Erika: Pretty flowers do not make me want to hang out with ghosts.

			It is not just pretty flowers that make this place unique; it’s history. General John Wilder, who famously led one Union Brigade at the Battle of Chickamauga and who would later be mayor of Chattanooga, lies interred here. Also, Senator Newell Sanders lies here with his wife Corrine. The senator led the charge for women’s suffrage which, in turn, led to Corrine being the first woman to cast a vote in the state of Tennessee.
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