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				INTRODUCTION

			

			About forty-five years ago, I put ten or so framed photographs of friends and family and people I’ve worked with all grouped together on a living room wall in my Malibu home. Everyone who came over loved to look at this montage, and so the “Wall of Life” was born. Over time, I added more until there were scores and scores of images pretty much covering the space, similar to the collection of photographs on the first and last few pages of this book. I even created a Wall of Life at my ranch in the New Mexico mountains and, until fairly recently, there was also a giant one at my home of almost twenty years in Santa Fe. But this collection really wasn’t about me as much as it was about all the people around me. In this magical and enchanting life of mine, I’ve known so many women and men who were interesting—extraordinary, really—and whom I was truly fond of and lucky to know. This wall helps me to remember them and respect them and keep them a part of my life. And there are photographs of people and friends from not only film and television but dance and theater, as well as government and politics, my spiritual journey, and, of course, my family. This is really the only book I’ve written that includes all the different worlds I’ve traveled through and been so fascinated by. Today, I am still shocked and surprised when, after looking at the wall, my memories surface and I realize who is still with me and who is not.

			The Wall of Life has been a stage for asking questions, and not just for visitors to ask me things, but for me to ask myself to get at a deeper truth, and to ask my visitors to understand them more. I’ve been reminded that I’m not someone who eagerly engages in small talk and I am known to ask some rather probing questions. Most of the time people are fine with it, and these questions somehow help me know the human race better and understand what is wrong with us. Or what is right with us. Or what is still unknown about who we are. Human identity and human nature are what I love to study, and if nothing else, I want to be remembered for my curiosity and trying to see and know as much as possible. I worry, though, that I haven’t done enough, documented enough, or asked enough questions, so for now, I continue to add and subtract pictures on the Wall of Life—it’s still an ongoing project.

		

	
		
			Part 1

			Beginnings
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				My grandmother Ada with my father, Ira, and my grandfather Wendell.

			
		
		
		I love this picture of my grandmother and grandfather with Daddy in between them because it suggests how my past influenced my future. My grandparents lived in a small town in Virginia and were nowhere near show business, but all three of them do seem very natural in front of the camera.
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		Was Mother dreaming of being a star? I do know that she wanted to be an actress. She was an acting student in Nova Scotia, but she sacrificed furthering her career when she committed to motherhood and wifedom. Every year or so, she did a small-time play and was absent from the house more than my father appreciated. She also taught acting classes in our town at night, and it would upset my dad, but I realized what she was doing and cheered her on. Her acting in little plays helped define my independence and interest in show business. It helped me realize that husbands and fathers can have a problem with the freedom of their wives and children. Mother and Daddy argued but stayed loyal to the marriage.
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				Mother looking beautiful on her wedding day.
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				But sometimes she also wore a tie.

			
		
		
			
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
		Daddy was a principal and eventually superintendent of schools in Rappahannock County, Virginia. That was a big deal. But he used to go on and on about wanting to run away and join a circus, and how he wanted to get away and be an entertainer. He said it seriously, and knowing him, I believe it. He was also a very good violinist. I played as well for a couple of years, but it wasn’t enough for me. In these pictures, I’m around three years old, and it’s when I started ballet classes, the beginning of a lifelong passion for dance.
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		This is our family home at 930 North Liberty Street in Richmond, Virginia. That house guided our lives. Many years after he was born, Warren had a bedroom in it with his own private closet that had a window. It was a place he used to hide and disappear. He could just get away and be anywhere, and I was jealous.
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		I don’t remember much before Warren. (My earliest memory, though, is of having my diapers changed.) I do recall my mother warning me before he was born…and “warning” is a good word to describe it. I think that was less about the baby and more about her and her anxiety. She was Canadian, and they just always worry. In this case, I think she was actually worried about whether she would do it right, be the mother she was supposed to. Once Warren arrived, I just wanted to protect him all the time. But in this picture right after he was born, I think my expression might be a little “What about me?”
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				I always loved my curls.
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				My large red hair with yet another ribbon in it.
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				Warren at two and our dog Trixie. We quarreled over who loved her the most. (I probably did, because I have a dog with the same name now.)
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				Me, age five, and Warren, age two, in front of our third sibling, or my daddy’s favorite child, the Ford.
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				Playing the big sister.
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		Here’s Daddy showing off Warren, age two, on a tricycle with me, age five, in the background holding my doll. I think I gave up dolls after that. If I played with them, my brother would get all the attention, as you can see. But in reality, Mother and Warren had a special connection, and Dad and I had the same thing. I don’t know why completely, but I know I admired his intelligence, and he liked having a little girl.
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				Tommy and Sarah Sidner, our next-door neighbors, with me and Warren. I really did wear a lot of bows.
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				Warren is on the left and I’m between our first cousins, Quincy and Jean. We were very close to them.
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		Me at eight and Warren at five. At some point, it seemed like I took over taking care of my brother. I always had to have his hand, which I think Warren kind of resented, because I led him off to different places when Mother was busy.
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				Me, Mother, Grandmother MacLean, and Warren. A serious moment—at least for the women in the family.
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				My first dance recital.
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				A recital when I was
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Dancers in "Rhythm Revue" presented by the Margot Johnson
School of Dancing at the Westhampton High School on Friday
night include those pictured above, left to right: Patsy Page, Alice
Parks, Marcia Riggs, Shirley Beatty, Barbara Ford, Libby Thompson.
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