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  1 HAMMOND COASTAL TRAIL


  Although the north coast of California usually brings to mind towering old-growth redwood forests, the Hammond Coastal Trail showcases the spectacular beaches that stretch along the coastline.


  Activities: [image: image]


  Start: Mad River Bridge Trailhead


  Distance: 5.5 miles one way. Three miles of the trail extend from the Mad River Bridge north to Widow White Creek; an additional 2.5 miles stretch north from Widow White Creek to Clam Beach County Park.


  Difficulty: Moderate. The path is exposed and includes some short, steep hills.


  Seasons/schedule: Year-round, sunrise to sunset


  Fees and permits: None


  Trail surface and conditions: Asphalt and crushed stone; well maintained


  Accessibility: The 3 miles of trail between the Mad River Bridge and Widow White Creek are accessible for people living with disabilities, including people using wheelchairs, as is the section from Clam Beach south to the vista point. Beach wheelchairs are available at Clam Beach County Park.


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed


  Amenities: Parking, picnic areas, restrooms at Hiller Park and Clam Beach County Park


  Trail contact: Humboldt County Parks & Trails, 1106 2nd St., Eureka; (707) 445-7651


  Nearest towns: McKinleyville, Arcata, Eureka; Humboldt County


  Maps: Humboldt County Parks & Trails map at https://humboldtgovorg/2761/Hammond-Trail; Redwood Community Action Agency/Natural Resources Services map at www.naturalresourcesservices.org.


  Cell service: Mostly good


  Transportation: Humboldt Transit Authority’s Redwood Transit System serves McKinleyville. Call (707) 443-0826 or visit https://hta.org/agencies/redwood-transit-system.


  Finding the trailhead: To reach the southern end point at Mad River Bridge from US 101 in McKinleyville, take the Janes Road/Giuntoli Lane exit. Go west on Janes Road for 1.4 miles to Upper Bay Road and turn right (west). Follow Upper Bay Road for 0.7 mile to Mad River Road and turn right (north). The trailhead is at the bridge 2.4 miles north on Mad River Road. Parking is available at this trailhead.


  To reach the midpoint in McKinleyville at Widow White Creek, take the Murray Road exit off US 101 and go 0.3 mile west to where Murray Road ends. The trailhead is west of the end of the road; ample streetside parking is available.


  To reach the northern end point at Clam Beach County Park, continue north on US 101 to the Clam Beach County Park exit. The trailhead is adjacent to the west side of the freeway; a large parking lot serves the park.


  Trailhead GPS: N40 55.375 / W124 07.097


  The Main Line
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  The Mad River Bridge, an old railroad trestle that spans part of the Arcata bottoms, is a dramatic launching pad for the Hammond Trail, a section of the California Coastal Trail. From there, the trail leads through McKinleyville neighborhoods and under arbors formed by gnarled shore pines to the spectacular estuary at the mouth of the Mad River. After a quick hop through the riparian zone hugging the shores of Widow White Creek, once the site of a gap in the route called the “Hole in the Hammond,” the trail arcs west around a vista point to skirt the beach fronting the Pacific Ocean, passing through rolling dunes to Clam Beach County Park.


  Beginning at the turn of the twentieth century, the Hammond/Little River Railroad used the oceanside route to link logging operations in Crannell, east of Clam Beach County Park, with the Hammond Lumber Mill of Eureka. The railroad system was badly damaged in a forest fire in 1945 and, rather than rebuilding, many tracks were converted to roadways. The line
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    A picnic bench offers views of surf and sea from the Hammond Trail.


  was abandoned in the late 1950s, and development of the trail, which has been built in segments, began in 1979.


  There’s more to the trail than just its railroad history, of course. Those diverse natural and cultural stories, including the story of the Indigenous Wiyot people, who thrived in the Humboldt Bay region until the 1850s when disease and massacres by invading settlers led to their near extinction, can be found on interpretive signs along the route and on a pedestrian side trail at Widow White Creek.


  The trail is described here from the Mad River trestle to Clam Beach County Park. Climb a relatively steep hill from the trailhead onto the trestle, which affords a wonderful overlook of the tidal river and the verdant bottomlands that surround it. Beyond the bridge the trail merges with a narrow county road and traverses pastureland to a steep hill at 0.5 mile. Once atop the hill the trail merges with a country lane and runs north through a neighborhood to the intersection of the lane (Fischer Avenue) with School Road at 0.8 mile.


  Continue north on Fischer Avenue to the end of the road at 1.1 miles, where the Hammond Trail enters a tree- and blackberry-lined greenbelt that runs between homes. At 1.4 miles cross Hiller Road and enter Hiller Park, which boasts a playground, ballfields, and restrooms. The trail skirts the east side of the park, then passes a gate and again is contained within a lush greenbelt lined with ferns and overhung with evergreens.


  At about the 2.4-mile mark, the rail trail crosses Kelly Street/Knox Cove Drive amid a cluster of elaborate homes. Pass a picnic bench, which offers wonderful views of the Pacific and the narrow line of dunes that separate the ocean from the placid Mad River. The paved path is etched into the bluff overlooking the sea until it arcs sharply east at 2.7 miles and ends on Murray Road.


  Now unpaved, follow the obvious railroad grade for another third of a mile north to Widow White Creek. An interpretive pedestrian trail explores the creek and links to the rail trail, which continues north along Letz Avenue to a lovely vista point.


  Beyond the vista point, the unpaved rail trail parallels US 101, buffered by a greenbelt and the scenic beachfront. As you approach Clam Beach, the pavement resumes, and the route rolls on to the trailhead at Clam Beach County Park at the 5.5-mile mark.


  BONUS TRACK: HUMBOLDT BAY TRAIL


  It’s not yet complete, but the Humboldt Bay Trail traces the shoreline of its namesake bay through the neighboring cities of Eureka and Arcata and, for much of its length, parallels functioning rail lines or rides on railroad right-of-way. When the final 4 miles are finished, expected in 2024, both local commuters and recreationalists will be able to travel between both towns via a designated shoreline path. The route parallels busy US 101, but it also affords users vistas across the tidelands, sloughs, and brackish intertidal zones where freshwater creeks empty into the bay—as well as access to restaurants, parks, and businesses in town.


  In addition to being an outstanding multiuse route on its own, the path is part of the California Coastal Trail and the Great Redwood Trail. The trail is accessible at both end points, but it also can be joined along the waterfront in Eureka or in the heart of neighboring Arcata.


  Activities: [image: image]


  Start: Trailheads in Arcata or Eureka alongside Humboldt Bay


  Distance: 13 miles one way when complete


  Difficulty: Moderate due to length


  Seasons/schedule: Year-round, sunrise to sunset


  Fees and permits: None


  Trail surface and conditions: Pavement, rail bridges


  Accessibility: The trail is mostly accessible for people living with disabilities, including people using wheelchairs.


  Canine compatibility: Dogs permitted on leash


  Amenities: All amenities are available in the cities of Eureka and Arcata, with parking available at trailheads along the route.


  Trail contact: Humboldt County Public Works/Environmental Services, 825 5th St., Eureka; https://humboldtgov.org/1923/Humboldt-Bay-Trail


  Nearest towns: Eureka, Arcata


  Maps: A map showing the various trail segments is available via a link on the Humboldt Bay Trail page on the Humboldt County website at https://humboldtgov.org/1923/Humboldt-Bay-Trail.


  Cell service: Good


  Transportation: Humboldt Transit Authority maintains a website that offers links to schedules for the Redwood Transit System (707-443-0826), Eureka Transit (707-443-0826), and Arcata/Mad River Transit (707-822-3775); https://hta.org.


  Finding the trailhead: There are multiple trailheads for this route. The southernmost is the Hikshari’ Trail/Eureka Waterfront Trailhead. Take the Herrick Avenue exit off US 101 and head west to Pound Road. Go left on Pound Road to the parking area; parking is also available in the park-’n-ride lots. The northernmost trailhead is in Arcata near the California Polytechnic State University, Humboldt, but a more formal trailhead with parking is at the south end of town. Take the Samoa Boulevard/CA 255 exit off US 101 and head west on Samoa/CA 255 4 blocks to South 1st Street. Turn left (south) on South 1st Street and continue 0.5 mile to Arcata and the Eureka trail parking area.




 

  2 GREAT SHASTA RAIL TRAIL


  This segment of what will one day be an epic rail trail connecting the volcano country towns of Burney and McCloud ends at a famous bridge spanning Lake Britton.


  Activities: [image: image]


  Start: Burney Depot parking area


  Distance: 19.5 miles out and back from Burney to Lake Britton; 7.5 miles out and back from junction with CA 89


  Difficulty: Strenuous due to length and loose cinder surface


  Seasons/schedule: Year-round, sunrise to sunset (and more, if you’re camping)


  Fees and permits: None


  Trail surface and conditions: Red cinder ballast


  Accessibility: The route is not accessible to people using wheelchairs.


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


  Amenities: None along the route itself. All amenities including water, restrooms, and food are available in Burney.


  Trail contact: Great Shasta Rail Trail Association, PO Box 221, McCloud, CA 96057; (530) 925-6362; www.greatshastarailtrail.org


  Nearest town: Burney


  Maps: A detailed trail map is available on the Great Shasta Rail Trail Association website at www.greatshastarailtrail.org/trail-map.


  Cell service: Good at the trailhead; none on the trail


  Transportation: None along the trail. The Redding Area Bus Authority offers an express bus between Burney and Redding.
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  Finding the trailhead: The Burney Depot parking area is an unimproved open patch of ground about 0.2 mile down Black Ranch Road from its junction with Main Street/CA 299 in Burney. There is ample, informal parking in the former railyard. Limited parking is also available along the Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway at the point where the rail trail crosses the road, about 2.3 miles northwest of the junction of CA 89 and CA 299 (Four Corners).


  Trailhead GPS: Burney Depot: N40 53.948 / W121 30.821; Great Shasta Rail Trail crossing at CA 89: N40 58.197 /  W121 37.153


   The Main Line
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  The former McCloud Railway corridor, which connects Mount Shasta City to Burney, incorporates the straight shots and mild grades you’d expect along a rail line. It also negotiates remote volcanic terrain, threads through thick, profitable forests, affords endless views, and is steeped in quiet—all of which makes for a stellar rail trail.


  The Great Shasta Rail Trail was a work in progress when this guide went to press, with about 40 miles open to recreationalists in two separate segments hitched to mountain towns near towering volcanoes and spectacular waterfalls. The longer, northernmost segment connects a number of trailheads stretching from Pilgrim Creek Road, east of the town of McCloud, to the northeastern-most end point at Hambone, as well as a stretch that heads south to the Bartle Gap Trailhead. The southern section of open trail, described here, stretches from Burney to Lake Britton in McArthur–Burney Falls Memorial State Park and ends at the now-closed bridge featured in the film classic Stand by Me.


  The former railyard in Burney was completely devoid of facilities of any kind, other than a trailhead sign, in the summer of 2023, but the obvious raised bed of red cinder stretched north from the yard into open woodland. The trail roughly parallels Black Ranch Road—and is accessible at points along the road—for about 4.5 miles, skirting several businesses and subject to road noise from CA 299 at the outset before traversing into sparsely populated ranchland and farmland.


  [image: The Stand by Me bridge is a significant landmark along the Great Shasta Rail Trail.]

    The Stand by Me bridge is a significant landmark along the Great Shasta Rail Trail.


  At about the 6-mile mark, the rail trail intersects CA 89 at a signed railroad crossing. This is a fine place to start a shorter, arguably more scenic and accessible jaunt along the route, especially for families and hikers. From the highway, the cinder path is a straight shot through scrub and open woodland, rolling gently up and down before beginning a steady but gradual descent toward Lake Britton. Look north from the high points to catch glimpses of the summit of Mount Shasta on sunny days. Forest roads occasionally intersect the trail, but there’s no confusing the red cinder way.


  Round a bend at about the 8.5-mile mark, just beyond a jumbled lava wall hemming in a broad meadow, and the descent steepens, the curves tighten, and the forest encroaches, providing welcome shade. The Arkright Spring is off the trail to the north, and the shoreline of Lake Britton is out of sight below. Continue the descent to a clearing at the barricaded Stand by Me bridge, the turnaround point. Take in views of the ramshackle bridge and the long, green arm of the lake before returning as you came, bearing in mind that though the grade isn’t steep, it’s all uphill from the bridge to the junction with CA 89, and a long way back to the Burney trailhead.


  

  The McCloud River Railroad Company


  The McCloud River Railroad Company, established in 1896, transported timber from woodlands circling the base of Mount Shasta for more than a century. According to one source, in the 1950s and 1960s, more than 6,000 rail cars loaded with timber made the trip from Burney to the sawmill in McCloud annually, with finished lumber and wood chips ready for pulping sent on to Mount Shasta City and the connection with the Southern Pacific Railroad main line. The McCloud railroad also transported foodstuffs grown and harvested in the region; diatomaceous earth used in a variety of industrial applications including as nontoxic pesticide; and people on sightseeing excursions, including a popular dinner train pulled by a refurbished steam locomotive.


  In the late twentieth century, after a new owner purchased the line and renamed it the McCloud Railway, the company was beset by a number of challenges, including a devastating forest fire, diminished passenger traffic, and challenges maintaining financially viable rail transport of timber from the area. The railway ceased operations on the line east of McCloud in 2005, and began pulling up the tracks to Hambone and to Burney—the first steps in an abandonment process that would open the door to development of the Great Shasta Rail Trail.


  The Great Shasta Rail Trail Association, a coalition composed of local advocacy groups, envisioned transformation of the unused railbed into a recreational trail, but initially the nonprofit limited that vision to the short section connecting Burney to McArthur–Burney Falls State Park. Given opportunity, creativity, teamwork, and perseverance—and nearly ten years of hard work and negotiation—the vision expanded to include the entire 80-mile stretch of rail line that the McCloud Railway sought to abandon. With the support of the Shasta Land Trust, the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program, the California Transportation Commission, the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, and others, the Great Shasta Rail Trail Association is halfway there, having created a remarkable recreational resource in the region.
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    The section of the Great Shasta Rail Trail that connects Burney to Lake Britton is remote and showcases the region’s volcanic legacy, including the red cinder railbed and jumbled black lava rock.


  Completing the Burney section of the trail as an out-and-back hike or mountain-bike ride will take a full day and full commitment. The cinder surface is not compacted, which makes for strenuous walking or cycling; no water sources are available; and stretches of the track are open to what may be brutal exposure to the summertime heat. Be prepared, don’t overestimate your physical abilities, seek shade when it’s available, and turn around if you need to. No matter how far you go, the seclusion is divine.




 

  3 BIZZ JOHNSON NATIONAL RECREATION TRAIL


  The legendary Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail links dense woodlands in the high country surrounding Lassen Peak and Lake Almanor to the spectacular Susan River canyon, treating trekkers to historic sites, trestles, and tunnels along the way.


  Activities: [image: image]


  Start: Mason Station Trailhead in Westwood


  Distance: 25 miles one way


  Difficulty: Strenuous


  Seasons/schedule: This trail can be used year-round, although travel can be difficult when the route is muddy. The Westwood end of the trail generally has snow on it Dec–Mar.


  Fees and permits: None


  Trail surface and conditions: The well-maintained and well-used trail is mostly gravel/original ballast and broken into doubletracks in segments.


  Accessibility: The 7 miles of trail between Devils Corral and Susanville is accessible to people using wheelchairs once trail maintenance is completed in spring. The route is rougher between Devils Corral and Westwood.


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


  Amenities: Restrooms, parking, and information signboards are available at the Susanville Depot, Devils Corral, in Goumaz, and at Mason Station. Water is available at the Susanville Depot, in Goumaz, and at Devils Corral. All other services are available in Susanville, and groceries/water are available in Westwood. Information is available at the Susanville Depot, open on Sat only.


  Trail contacts: Bureau of Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office, Susanville; (530) 257-0456; www.blm.gov/visit/bizz-johnson. Lassen National Forest—Eagle Lake Ranger District, 477-050 Eagle Lake Rd., Susanville; (530) 257-4188; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/lassen/recarea/?recid=11389.
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  Lassen Land & Trails Trust, Susanville Depot, 601 Richmond Rd., Susanville; (530) 257-3252; https://lassenlandandtrailstrust.org/bizz-johnson-trail.


  Nearest towns: Westwood, Susanville


  Maps: The BLM and the US Forest Service have compiled a good, downloadable map and brochure for the trail at www.blm.gov/visit/bizz-johnson.


  Cell service: Good in Susanville; don’t count on it along the route


  Transportation: The Lassen Rural Bus provides a shuttle between Susanville and Westwood Mon–Sat. Bus schedules are available at www.lassen-transportation.com or by calling (530) 252-7433.


  Finding the trailhead: To reach the western end point at the Mason Station trailhead outside Westwood, turn north off CA 36 onto Lassen County Road A–21. Follow CR A–21 north for 3 miles to the intersection with Lassen County Road 101, which breaks off to the right (northeast) before the railroad tracks and is signed for the Bizz Johnson Trail. Follow CR 101 for about a quarter of a mile to the trailhead, which is on the left (northwest) side of the dirt road.


  To reach the Goumaz trailhead, continue east on CA 36 from Westwood to the summit of Fredonyer Pass and turn left (north) onto Lassen Forest Road 30N29. Follow this road north for 6 miles to the Goumaz trailhead.


  The well-signed Devils Corral trailhead is on the south side of CA 36 just east of where the highway crosses the Susan River at the base of the pass.


  To reach the eastern end point at the Susanville Depot, follow Main Street to Weatherlow Street and turn south on Weatherlow, which becomes Richmond Road. The depot is on the left (southeast) side of Richmond Road; more parking and a formal trailhead are located across the street by the caboose.


  Parking is abundant at both the Mason Station trailhead in Westwood and the Susanville Depot, and at the trailheads at Goumaz and Devils Corral. All trailheads can be reached from CA 36, which runs between Chester and Susanville.


  Trailhead GPS: Susanville Depot: N40 24.693 / W120 39.601; Devils Corral: N40 23.885 / W120 46.418; Mason Station: N40 21.710 / W120 59.934


  The Main Line
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  Of all the jewels in the rail-trail system of California, the Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail is arguably the brightest and most beautiful, and without question one of the best loved.


  Like any quality gem, the attraction of the Bizz has many facets. Up high, near Westwood, the meditative track cuts a straight line through thick woodlands east of Lassen Volcanic National Park, though some of those woods burned in the 2021 Dixie Fire. The route passes stations that once bustled with the loggers and millers who supplied the business of the railroad; these stations are now lonely outposts marked by white signs.


  The trail picks up speed, much as the trains used to, after it meets the Susan River near Westwood Junction. The river dives into a canyon and out of sight as the descent steepens, and the trail whistles past spills of black talus and cliffs of orange rock. Beyond the Goumaz station, at about the midpoint of the trail, the pitch mellows and the trail slips out of the forest into a broad valley, then down to meet the river again at Devils Corral.


  On its easternmost leg, the rail trail runs alongside the Susan River, a broad waterway that has sliced a lovely canyon through the foothills. The railroad’s parallel path plunges through rock outcrops that barred its passage, necessitating the construction of long, dark tunnels that add mystery and history to the journey.


  The trail rides atop the former Fernley and Lassen branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad. This line, and a number of spurs in the high country, served the thriving lumbering community that worked the dense forests of Lassen County in the early part of the twentieth century. Established in 1914, the railroad operated for more than forty years, transporting logs, milled lumber, and people from Westwood to Fernley, Nevada, and points in between.


  The last train ran on the line in 1956, and Southern Pacific abandoned the line in 1978. That was when the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, along with Congressman Harold “Bizz” Johnson (for whom the trail is named), the Bureau of Land Management, the US Forest Service, and a number of community groups set to work converting the corridor into a trail. Their hard work paid off in a big way, resulting in one of the best long-distance trails in the state.
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  A pair of mountain bikers head out of Susanville on the Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail.


  The entire trail can be ridden one way via mountain bike or horseback comfortably in a single day, especially if you head downhill from Westwood to Susanville, a gradual descent of more than 1,300 feet on a 3% grade. If you are on a bike, you can take advantage of the Lassen Rural Bus or make other arrangements for a shuttle back to the original trailhead. You can also enjoy the trail in segments on foot, wheels, or hooves. The most popular short route heads west out of Susanville into the Susan River canyon, where you will find the railroad tunnels and a number of swimming holes that are especially inviting in late summer when the weather is warm and the river is placid.


  The trail is described in its entirety as a downhill run from Mason Station in Westwood to the Susanville Depot. A short connector trail leads from the Mason Station parking area to the trail and Mason Station proper, which is adjacent to the existing tracks of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad.


  Head east along the trail through the woods, passing Facht Station and Lasco Station and crossing a couple of Forest Service roads. The trail climbs almost imperceptibly as it follows long straightaways and sweeping turns through the forest, arriving at Westwood Junction at the 7.3-mile mark. Southern Pacific had a maintenance station at this junction from 1923 to 1930. Not quite a half mile beyond this marking, you will pass the Westwood Junction trailhead. A broad meadow stretches to the north, in the direction of McCoy Reservoir.


  Pass Blair Station at about the 8-mile mark. Snowmobilers play on the maze of roads in these woods in winter, but staying on the Bizz is easy: Go straight (east) on the flat, obvious railroad grade. The rail trail continues through seemingly endless forest until it reaches a bridge over the fledgling Susan River at about the 10-mile mark. Cross the bridge and pass through the gate; this is a turning point, where the trail’s aspect goes from predictable to enlivening.


  The river is placid in its willow-lined bed on the right (south) side of the trail, then it dives into a canyon. The route, bordered by cliffs and black talus, drops past an old shack, “Frank’s House,” at 11 miles. Pass another gate, then arrive at the Goumaz station site at 12.3 miles.


  At Goumaz you will find restrooms, a parking area, campsites, and water in the summer season. Located midway between Westwood and Susanville, this is a great place to rest and picnic. You’ll also be in the midst of the Dixie Fire scar again, exposed to the sun where once there was an evergreen canopy providing shade, and able to observe the slow but inevitable regreening of the landscape.


  East of Goumaz, pass another gate and cross a bridge, then begin a steep downhill run cut into a mountainside, exposing the crumbly orange rock underlying the forest. Another gate, at 17 miles, marks the trail’s passage through private property, where you must remain on the railroad grade to avoid trespassing. The broad river valley opens to the left (north) as you descend, and the ranch buildings of the lucky souls who work this high-country paradise are visible across the grassy valley floor.
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    The Mason Station trailhead for the Bizz Johnson Trail is tucked along active tracks outside Westwood.


  The forest and its undergrowth pick up a more desertlike quality as you pass through ranchland via another gate at 18.1 miles. Continue down and across a spectacular and thrilling bridge at 18.7 miles; the Susan River lies far below. An old bridge spans the river on the north side; the highway, on a sturdy and modern bridge, runs to the south.


  Beyond the span, the trail veers sharply down to the right (south) and plunges under the highway bridge, then climbs just as steeply to Devils Corral at 19.3 miles. Devils Corral, like Goumaz, is host to parking, an information kiosk, and restrooms. The trail skirts the corral on its south side and proceeds eastward into the Susan River canyon, with the river a tempting companion.


  The primitive Cheney Creek camping area lies riverside at about the 21-mile mark; beyond it you will encounter the first tunnel. It’s dark and creepy inside, and reflective posts keep you safely away from the tunnel walls. A bridge lies on the east side of the tunnel. Another bridge and tunnel follow, the tunnel again a cool and intriguing addition to the experience. As you continue down the canyon, you’ll also pass a seasonal waterfall and several swimming holes.


  

  The Susanville Depot


  Located at the eastern end point of the Bizz Johnson Trail, the Susanville Depot is a great place to learn more about the history of the rail line that served the area. Built in 1913, the depot was destroyed by fire in 1989, but an addition built in 1927 survived the blaze and now serves as both depot and visitor center. Inside, you’ll find educational displays and an abundance of information about the area, as well as souvenirs and a friendly and knowledgeable staff.


  The Lassen Land & Trails Trust (LLTT), a nonprofit organization that helps preserve land and restore historic sites throughout Lassen County, operates out of the depot, which is on the National Register of Historic Places. The LLTT and the city of Susanville, along with the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service, have invested a lot of energy in the development and promotion of the Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail, and they celebrate the trail annually with the Rails-to-Trails Festival. This popular autumn event features great food, railroad handcar racing, arts and crafts, and, of course, hiking and cycling activities on the rail trail. The festival is a fundraiser for the land trust.


  The depot is open on Saturday year-round and can be reached by calling (530) 257-3252; the LLTT website is https://lassenlandandtrailstrust.org.


  


  Hobo Camp, with trail connections and picnic facilities, is near the Susanville end of the trail. Pass the Miller Street trailhead, cross the bridge spanning South Lassen Street and the Susan River, follow the tracks past the caboose, then cross Richmond Road to the quaint depot and the end of the line.


  BONUS TRACK: ALMANOR RAIL TRAIL


  The country surrounding Lassen Peak and Lake Almanor is a delight year-round, and the Almanor Rail Trail offers an easy way to sample the peace and quiet of this beautiful landscape. The trail is a work in progress, and the only section with a formal trailhead is at the east end of Chester at the Olsen Barn Meadow, an expanse of greenery bordered on one side by the lakeshore and on another by the Feather River. The meadow offers a short loop—a little over a mile—that heads down past the majestic old barn to the riverside, then curls back along the railroad grade to CA 36 and back to the trailhead. It’s perfect for a morning walk with the doggo.


  [image: The Almanor Rail Trail runs through the meadow surrounding the old Olsen Barn.]

    The Almanor Rail Trail runs through the meadow surrounding the old Olsen Barn.


  The rail trail, on the bed of the Almanor Railroad, which once served the local timber industry and is now owned by Collins Pine Company, begins in downtown Chester. Arguably the best parking is where the route crosses 1st Avenue; from there the railbed heads northeast along the border of the little mountain town. A trestle, in disrepair in the summer of 2023, crosses the river to link to the Olsen Barn Meadow Trail. Hitching the in-town portion to the meadow loop makes for another nice option—and one that allows you to enjoy Chester. Hit hard by the Dixie Fire, which burned much of Lassen Volcanic National Park and the woods on the south and east shores of the lake, supporting local businesses and tourism in Chester will be important for years to come.


  From the meadow the route continues east, parallel to the highway, to the Lake Almanor Peninsula. It can be accessed from near the North Shore Campground, though there’s no trailhead here, and (full disclosure) when I was scouting, a mountain lion crossed in front of me, prompting a careful retreat. The track traces the shoreline for a stretch, offering wonderful views of the lake and the high country of Lassen Volcanic National Park. It bends away from the shoreline at Bailey Creek and gently climbs to cross County Road A13. From there a wooded stretch leads to trail’s end on CA 147 near Clear Creek.


  Plans call for connecting the Almanor Rail Trail to the Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail, creating even more opportunities for long, awesome rambles and short day-hiking options. This is wild, beautiful country, and linking the unused railroad grades seems a good way to reuse what’s no longer used by the area’s timber industry.


  Activities: [image: image]


  Start: Olsen Barn Meadow Trailhead in Chester


  Distance: 12 miles one way from Chester to Clear Creek; 1.3 miles for the Olsen Barn Meadow loop


  Difficulty: Strenuous in its entirety; easy for the Olsen Barn Meadow loop


  Seasons/schedule: Year-round, sunrise to sunset


  Fees and permits: None


  Trail surface and conditions: Gravel and ballast in town and along lake-shore; mowed grass. The route is poorly maintained and rustic in parts, requiring users to negotiate fallen trees and other obstacles.


  Accessibility: The grade is appropriate for people using wheelchairs but is not maintained.


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


  Amenities: Parking is available at the Olsen Barn Meadow Trailhead and all services can be reached from the route through downtown Chester.


  Trail contact: Almanor Recreation and Park District, 101 Meadowbrook Loop, Chester; (530) 258-2562; www.yourarpd.org


  Nearest town: Chester


  Maps: The best online map is at www.traillink.com/trail-maps/almanor-rail-trail.


  Cell service: Good in Chester; scarce as you get farther out


  Transportation: None


  Finding the trailhead: The Olsen Barn Meadow Trailhead is located on CA 36 at the western edge of Chester. Access to the rail trail is also available on the other side of the Lake Almanor causeway near North Shore Campground, County Road A13, and CA 147 at Clear Creek, but no formal trailheads exist at these locations as of summer 2023.


  Trailhead GPS: Olsen Barn Meadow Trailhead: N40 18.739 / W121 13.330


  [image: The Almanor Rail Trail is a work in progress with a lot of potential.]

    The Almanor Rail Trail is a work in progress with a lot of potential.


  

  Modoc Line Rail Trail


  The Modoc Line Rail Trail tucks itself firmly into the “out there” extreme of the rails-to-trails spectrum. Stretching more than 80 miles through remote landscapes in rural northeastern California, the Modoc Line, like so many other long-distance rail trails, is a work in progress. As well as appealing to the usual suspects, it also offers recreational opportunities to off-highway vehicle (OHV) enthusiasts—and honestly, unless you are prepared as a hiker or a mountain biker to spend multiple
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