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  FOREWORD


  Jane Austen and the Brontë sisters, had their lives dovetailed a little more neatly with that of Jane Loudon, need have looked no further to find the inspiration for a new heroine to grace the pages of their literary endeavours. Loudon’s life was packed with the kind of drama, glamour and heartache that would surely turn any novel into a bestseller. As passionate and independent as Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre; as feisty and intelligent as Jane Austen’s Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and Prejudice, Jane Loudon sadly had as many woes to endure as either of those fictional characters.


  Born in Birmingham in 1807, Jane was the daughter of Thomas Webb, a wealthy industrialist. When she was only 12 years old, Jane’s mother died and she and her father then embarked on a year-long odyssey around Europe, during which she studied foreign languages, enjoying the sort of cultural experiences which, when young men made similar educational trips, had become known as ‘The Grand Tour.’ All was not well, however, when they returned to their home at Edgbaston. Thomas Webb’s business was failing and speculative investments that he made to try to bolster his finances left him in ruins. He died in 1824, his fortune having evaporated, forcing Jane to find a way to support herself. This she did by writing, first publishing a book of prose and verse, then following that with a far more outlandish effort.


  When Jane first met John Claudius Loudon, the man who was to become her husband, they must have seemed an unlikely match. He had asked to be introduced to the author of a science fiction horror novel called The Mummy!: Or a Tale of the Twenty-Second Century. Loudon was from Scottish farming stock and had made a name for himself as a landscape architect and expert botanist. With his passion for all things agricultural, Loudon was especially interested in The Mummy! author’s futuristic ideas about a steam-driven plough which, when the tale was first published in 1827, preceded the actual development of the steam plough by more than twenty years. The book also featured buildings with air conditioning and an idea similar to the modern-day Internet. When the meeting was arranged through a mutual friend in February 1830, Loudon expected that the author would be a man and was pleasantly surprised to find himself greeting an attractive 23-year-old woman. Jane had written the novel under an assumed name, deciding that it stood more chance of being taken seriously if the author was thought to be a man.


  She later wrote about how she recognised an attraction between Loudon and herself from the very first time they met, and it was an aquaintance that swiftly developed into romance. They were married only seven months later. Just as Austen and the Brontës would have wished, however, Jane was not destined to live happily ever after. At 47 years of age, John was a good deal older than her, Jane’s affection for him perhaps reflecting the closeness of her relationship with her father, and he was in poor health. He had been plagued with arthritis from a young age, walking with a limp and, when an operation to mend his badly broken right arm had gone disastrously wrong, the entire limb had to be amputated at the shoulder. He had been forced to teach himself to write and to draw botanical specimens using his left hand. That goes a long way towards demonstrating the remarkable Mr Loudon’s strength of character, which drove him on to produce an impressive body of work despite his physical frailty.


  If you marry a man whose family were farmers and who studied botany at university, a man who has written books and established magazines devoted to gardening and horticulture, a man whose life’s work has been to create green spaces in Britain’s cities, promoting revolutionary town planning to bring some healthy colour into the lives of downtrodden factory workers, you have to be the kind of girl who is prepared to learn a bit about gardening. Jane Webb did more than learn just a bit. She listened to everything that her husband had to tell her, and worked in the large garden they established at their house in Porchester Terrace in London. Jane described the house as having a stile at the bottom of their extensive rear garden that led onto a field where cows grazed. Nowadays, Porchester Terrace in Bayswater is very much part of Central London, with open countryside rather a long way off.


  In 1832, the couple had a daughter, Agnes. Jane worked all the way through her pregnancy, helping John as his secretary, taking notes and continuing to expand her own knowledge of gardening. She regularly attended Royal Horticultural Society lectures given by John Lindley, who had worked with her husband on his Encyclopedia of Plants but was quickly coming to the conclusion that the scientific approach to horticulture adopted by her husband and his contemporaries was dauntingly inaccessible to most budding gardeners. Although they wanted to popularise the idea of gardening, the very people that they hoped to encourage lacked the education to tackle even the names of some of the new species of exotic garden plants that were being imported to, and propagated in, nurseries all over Britain. Foremost amongst these aspiring cultivators were women, and women from anything other than farm workers’ families were not used to performing manual labour in the great outdoors. Even middle class women with something of an education knew little about how to grow garden plants successfully, and previously they would have been positively discouraged from attempting any kind of hard work in the garden. Sitting in the shade on a summer’s day was considered strenuous enough for most young ladies. The lack of knowledge and the unhelpful attitude were things that Jane decided she could help to remedy.


  When production of John Loudon’s mammoth book, Arboretum et Fruticetum Britannicum, a record of all of the trees and shrubs growing in Great Britain, left the family on the verge of financial ruin, Jane decided to put her writing skills to good use once again. She produced the Young Ladies’ Book of Botany in 1838 and followed that with Gardening for Ladies in 1840. The original version of Gardening for Ladies included practical illustrations, many of which are reproduced in this edition, but did not include the drawings of flowers that appear in this book. These actually come from a later series of Jane Loudon books: The Ladies’ Flower Garden (produced in four volumes between 1840 and 1848) and The Ladies’ Companion to the Flower Garden (1841). Among her other talents, Jane was a self-taught artist and all of the illustrations, lovingly coloured in their original guise, were her own work.


  Gardening for Ladies, the full title of which was Instructions in Gardening for Ladies, took its readers through the basics of digging the soil to more complex procedures such as taking cuttings and grafting plants. It sold an incredible 200,000 copies, but the income generated by it, and Jane’s other books, could not sustain the family for long. John’s health continued to deteriorate, exacerbated by his punishing workload and financial worries, until he succumbed to lung cancer two weeks before Christmas in 1843. Such was her concern for him as he paced the floor that night, that Jane later wrote, ‘I perceived a change taking place in his countenance, and I had just time to clasp my arms around him, to save him falling, when his head sank upon my shoulder and he was no more.’


  Once again Jane was forced to provide for herself, and for her daughter, earning an income from writing and working as an editor on gardening magazines. Jane was awarded a small annual pension from the Civil List, but struggled financially for the rest of her days. Her books and magazines, the original editions of which are now very rare and highly valued, created controversy at the time, some elements of the male-dominated gardening circles finding it difficult to accept that what they regarded as a mere woman should have the effrontery to intrude upon their area of expertise. That, without a doubt, would have been exactly the way that Austen or the Brontës would have wanted it – the plucky heroine standing her ground to the last.


  Jane, her name sometimes styled Jane C. Loudon just as her husband was John C. Loudon, and sometimes Jane Webb Loudon, died in July 1858 at the age of 51.


  INTRODUCTION


  WHEN I married Mr. Loudon, it is scarcely possible to imagine any person more completely ignorant than I was, of every thing relating to plants and gardening; and, as may be easily imagined, I found every one about me so well acquainted with the subject, that I was soon heartily ashamed of my ignorance. My husband, of course, was quite as anxious to teach me as I was to learn, and it is the result of his instruction, that I now (after ten years experience of their efficacy) wish to make public for the benefit of others.


  I do this, because I think books intended for professional gardeners are seldom suitable to the wants of amateurs. It is so very difficult for a person who has been acquainted with a subject all his life, to imagine the state of ignorance in which a person is who knows nothing of it, that adepts often find it impossible to communicate the knowledge they possess. Thus, though it may at first sight appear presumptuous in me to attempt to teach an art of which for three-fourths of my life I was perfectly ignorant, it is in fact that very circumstance which is one of my chief qualifications for the task. Having been a full-grown pupil myself, I know the wants of others in a similar situation; and having never been satisfied without knowing the reason for every thing I was told to do, I am able to impart these reasons to others. Thus my readers will be able to judge for themselves, and to adapt their practice to the circumstances in which they may be placed.


  In the present edition, the whole work has been carefully revised and improved; and several considerable and important additions have been made.


  I have only to add, that I have spared no pains to render the work as perfect as I could make it. The engravings have been made here from drawings of specimens previously prepared, and I can therefore vouch for their accuracy.


  J. W. L.


  Bayswater, Dec. 16, 1840.
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  CHAPTER I


  STIRRING THE SOIL


  Digging


  Every one knows that the first operation of the gardener, whether a new garden is to be made, or merely an old one re-planted, is to dig the ground; though but comparatively few persons are aware why this is so essentially necessary to be done. When a piece of rough ground is to be taken into cultivation, and a garden made where there was none before, the use of digging is obvious enough; as the ground requires to be levelled, and divided by walks, and thrown up into beds, to give it the shape and appearance of a garden, which could not be done without stirring the soil: but why the beds in an old garden should be always dug or forked over, before they are replanted, is quite another question, and one that requires some consideration to answer.


  When any soil, except sand or loose gravel, remains unstirred for a length of time, it becomes hard, and its particles adhere so firmly together as not to be separated without manual force. It is quite clear that when soil is in this state, it is unfit for the reception of seeds; as the tender roots of the young plants will not be able to penetrate it without great difficulty, and neither air nor water can reach them in sufficient quantity to make them thrive. When a seed is put into the ground, it is the warmth and moisture by which it is surrounded that make it vegetate. It first swells, and the skin with which it is covered cracks and peels off; then two shoots issue from the vital knot, (a point easily discoverable in large seeds,) one of which descends and is called the root, while the other ascends to form the leaves, stem, flowers and fruit.


  This is what is meant by the germination of the seed, and this may be effected by the aid of heat and moisture alone, as is done with mustard and cress, when raised on a wet flannel in a saucer. But plants raised in this manner cannot be of long duration; as, though they will live for a short time on the albumen contained in the seed, (on which they feed, as the chicken does on the nourishment contained in the egg,) this is soon exhausted, and the plant will die if not supplied with fresh food, which it can only obtain by means of the root. Thus, the root is necessary, not only to form a base to support the plant and to keep it upright, but to supply it with food; and nature has given it a tendency to bury itself in the ground, not only to enable the plant to take a firm hold of the soil, but to preserve the root in a fitting state for absorbing food, which it can only do when it is kept warm, moist, and secluded from the light.


  The manner in which the root is fitted for the purposes for which it
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