


	
	









Whats Next: The Experts Guide


Predictions from 50 of Americas
 Most Compelling People


Jane Buckingham
 with Tiffany Ward


[image: image]









For Michael, for showing me the best of my past,
 and for Marcus, for showing me the best of my future.


For J. Ward, for making our past so much fun
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INTRODUCTION


by Jane Buckingham





In grammar school, my teacher asked us to draw pictures showing how the year 2000 would look. Like a lot of my classmates, I drew a picture of levitating cars similar to Luke Skywalkers, jet propulsion backpacks, and robotic pets. In the era of Star Wars mania, Jetsons cartoons, and the original Star Trek and Battlestar Galactica series, we were certain the future would bring us the space age accoutrements we saw onscreen, and more.


Of course I was wrong. However, some amazing things have happened between now and then, things that even a room full of unbridled third-grade imaginations could not have conceived of: the end of the Cold War, the invention of the artificial heart, the Internet, 9/11, and Californias Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.


Even as adults, we find it impossible to draw an accurate picture of the future. Like the year 2000, a lot of what we think we see going forward will turn out to have been just a mirage. And a lot of things we cant imagine now will be as mind-blowing and life altering as the Internet has been in the last twenty years. After all, no one can truly predict the future. Too many things can happen in the world that alter how we think, feel, and behave. Too many mistakes provide unexpected enlightenment, accidental breakthroughs, and serendipitous discoveries.


But despite all of this, we desperately want to try to know what the future will bring. We seek out psychics, prophets, and great intellects to try to tell us what the future might hold. When its good news, we embrace it. When its less appealing, we ignore it. And while Ive built a career in research trying to decipher behavior, Ive always shunned the term trend forecaster. Frankly, it sounds too much like weather forecaster, and I hope to have a better success rate than that profession does. Nonetheless, there are similarities. Like a weather forecaster I am simply looking at patterns out there and trying my best to judge which way the tides will go, how moods will swing, and where storms will erupt. Human behavior, like the weather, is uncertain. All we can do is give our best guesses, our best thoughts, our aspirations, and our hopes.


What makes the future so compelling is that there seem to be limitless possibilities. We somehow imagine that in the future our greatest hopes will be realized and our worst fears somehow eradicated. The future is something that feels far away and fantastical. We anticipate it endlessly, yet somehow it feels sudden when it arrives. It feels like an airplane journey in which you fall asleep in one location and wake up in another, a place almost entirely different and, presumably, better.


In fact, the future isnt any of these things at all. It is a series of small steps that lead to bigger change. Its all of our fantasies slowly realized or rethought. Its like a child growing up. To a parent who is with them every day, the child seems the same. To a relative who comes only once a year, the child is a whole new creature. While a child might seem a different persondyeing her hair and getting four piercings at the age of sixteenif you trace back, chances are you can see the need for self-expression or rebellion throughout the childs life. The change didnt happen in a day; it happened progressively over years.


Often when the future becomes the present, were disappointed. We wonder why we dont have flying cars or cures for every cancer or robots that cater to our every whim. We forget that we have sent a robot to Mars, with miraculous vaccines, wiped out dozens of diseases that might have killed our children, and invented an Internet that has the capacity to connect anyone to anything at any time.


Bill Gates once said that people overestimate the change that can happen in five years and underestimate the change that can happen in ten. Change does not happen overnight, or over a week or month. It takes years. It takes shifts in people, places, technologies, and cultures. But it can and often does happen faster than we think. We are the architects of the future. We create it every day, in big and small ways, in moments and through decades.


We cant change everything in the present; we cant find all of the cures or will the endings to every war, genocide, or environmental disaster. What we can do is listen to those who know their field and have real expertise, those who live in their particular world day in and day out, those who adapt, create, rethink, and reshape their universe throughout their careers. There are those who do it based on research and others who do it based on instinct. But they each effect change and alter the way we experience some part of the world.


Virtually every expert we spoke to in creating this book insisted that they could not predict the future. And we had to reassure them that was not what we were seeking. We simply wanted to know what they expected, what they hoped for, what they feared. We hoped that, in collecting their thoughts, others might be enlightened, educated, and inspired. Change might begin to happen from the thoughts that erupted and the picture they presented. Ripples of information might coalesce into new perspectives, and patterns might be Rorschached from the aggregate of their visions.


Of course selecting the topics was daunting. After all, in predicting the future one has to decide what will and wont be important in the years to come. And yes, weve left out many important topics some would like us to include and covered others some might have left out. There were times when experts were loath to talk about the future of their field because the outlook was so grim, and they didnt want their visions to become self-fulfilling. Many experts were too focused on the chaos of the present to feel confident that they had accurate expectations. We tried to limit our focus to domestic concerns because we felt an international outlook would be impossible to capture in one book. But in our interviews, we found that many of our experts were unable to so limit their thoughts; their specialties were inextricably intertwined with thinkers and professionals internationally, as were their livesand our futures.


We felt some topics, such as religion, were worthy of a book in themselves and thus no expert could offer a comprehensive vision. Instead, we chose to focus on the fastest growing and most politically charged religionIslamand interviewed the scholar and author Reza Aslan. Aslans thoughts about Islam are among the most important in the book. An awareness of the truth of Islam, the importance of education about Islam, and an understanding that the terrorist agenda has no true connection to Islam are particularly timely and important to inspire understanding as a first step toward peace in this time of war.


Despite our decision not to tackle religion exhaustively, the relationship between politics and religion in America seemed to echo through many of our interviews. Whether we were talking about the future of censorship with Joan Bertin, the future of medicine with former Surgeon General Richard H. Carmona, or the future of law with Alan Dershowitz, religious beliefs seemed more consequential than we expected of a country founded on the idea of separation of church and state.


More predictably, the experts we interviewed unanimously agreed that rapidly developing technology will have a huge impact on our lives in the future. It is at the nexus of technology and religionnotably with stem cell research, the abortion debate, and end-of-life legislation and decision-makingthat our experts felt some of the most momentous decisions will be made in the next ten years.


Its important to note that in virtually every one of these interviews we looked for someone who could offer a unique perspective rather than an agenda. We were not looking for answers. We did not have a plan or a vision we wanted to promote. We did ask many of our experts for prescriptions, but we dont know whether our experts are right. We do know that their responses were smart, thought provoking, and fair. We could hear how much they cared, how hard they were working in their respective fields to make a better future possible.


Will what theyve said come to pass? Will their having said it alter what does happen? Should we take their advice? Frankly, it doesnt matter. What matters is that we are collectively working toward a better safer future. We suspect that in 2016 the predictions here will look like a funhouse mirror of that presentdistorted in places, bigger in unexpected ways, and smaller in others. What does seem clear is that even if this book offers what will ultimately be a skewed reflection of the way things might be, were all responsible for becoming better educated about the way things are so that we can join our experts in clearing a path for the way things could be. Were responsible for deciding for ourselves through learning and experience about how we think our world should beand taking action.













Shaun Alexander on Sports



SHAUN ALEXANDER is the current outstanding running back for the Seattle Seahawks. He is the only player in NFL history to record fifteen or more touchdowns in five consecutive seasons and is one of only two players to record ten or more rushing touchdowns in five consecutive seasons. In 2006, he received two ESPY awardsNFL Player of the Year and Record-Breaking Performance. In 2005, he was named Most Valuable Player of NFL and led the Seahawks to the Super Bowl. Married with three young daughters, he received a marketing degree from the University of Alabama and has significant involvement in charity and foundation work. Because of his perspective, talent, and leadership, we thought Alexander would be a great person to tell us about the future of sports.






An International Unifier


The power of sports lies in its ability to bring together large groups of people from societies all over the world. Overall, well be looking more and more at international stars as heroes and hold athletes from different countries in the same light as homegrown U.S. athletes. Currently, athletes like Ichiro Suzuki and Yao Ming are helping to further bridge this gap and blur the international lines of competition. As we have more global influences, and more commonalities, sports will become a greater unifier. Sports bridge language barriers, age barriers, and cultural barriers, and will continue to do this even more so in the coming years as people look for ways to connect with countries around the world.


Weve already seen this with the growth of soccer. And I think that with the hype and popularity surrounding David Beckham and the Galaxy, the trend in soccer will continue to increase greatly in the States, and American teams will continue to improve. I also think the LA sports market will continue to expand and add more professional teams. And it wouldnt surprise me if American football became an Olympic sport as well.


On a more local level, I think that leagues will change in that they will have much stricter guidelines in terms of regulations and punishments on players and officials gambling. Well want our sports to be more wholesome and cleanjust about the game.


Branding Tomorrows Athlete


I also think well see a rise in the popularity of professional womens sports, both to watch and to participate in. This is going to see a lot of growth. Its great to see young women really participating in sports at younger ages and to see great role models on a professional level. I think ten years from now, there will be an even stronger clear professional path for women in sports.


As for professional athletes, talent alone will not be enough to make athletes successful on the highest level in sport. Fans will want more. Theyll want athletes to dominate their sport but also be well-rounded, well-spoken people. The wild bad-boy athlete model is phasing out, as fans want to relate to their athletes. Athletes will need to be smarter, more educated, and think more like business owners. Theyll need to think of themselves as brands. Athletes will better understand the economics and business of the game. The athletes of the future will have to be better behaved, more like role models, and more in charge of their future. Todays fans expect it, and future athletes will know that to be successful, their performance off the playing field will be almost as important as on.


A Changing Sports Experience


Its really important to recognize that the Internet will have a big impact on sports. Athlete and league websites will play an increasing role in the sports fan life. Whether its game highlights or an athlete talking with fans, people will be able to access sports when they want with the convenience of the Web and mobile devices. Well have to find ways to keep fans watching in real time. This, I believe, is one of the most important factors in sports now and in the next ten years. Its changing how fans relate to the game and the athletes, and how they experience sports. While its great that more people have more information and more contact, it would be a shame if fewer people wanted to come out to experience the real thingespecially because technology in stadiums is also increasing and games are becoming greater entertainment spectacles. Going to a game is a family entertainment experience now.


But one of the things I really hope we see in the future is getting our kids more interested in sports. I think its critical to find cool and innovative ways to keep kids interested and participating in sports. Things like active video games that keep kids moving while they play will continue to grow. If we can find a way to make watching sports an interactive experience, this would lead to an increase in participation. With rising obesity rates and so many other problems out there, we need to make sure that sports are a really important part of our kids healthy futures.













Reza Aslan on Islam



REZA ASLAN is a research associate at the University of Southern Californias Center on Public Diplomacy, the Middle East analyst for CBS News, and a professor of creative writing at the University of California, Irvine. Born in Iran, he holds a BA in religion from Santa Clara University, a Master of theological studies from Harvard University, and an MFA in fiction from the University of Iowa; he is currently a doctoral candidate in sociology of religions at the University of California, Santa Barbara. His first book, No God but God, has been translated into half a dozen languages and was shortlisted for the Guardian of Great Britain First Book Award. We were interested in talking to Aslan, because his book so illuminated the history and reality of Islam. We cant imagine anything more important during a time of war and terrorism than understanding what Islam really is, and how radical terrorists misrepresent it.






According to some estimates, Muslims are already the largest religious minority in the United States. That is bound to have a profound effect not just on the American religious landscape but on Islam itself. On the one hand, Americans are going to have to stop thinking of Islam as some exotic religion of the other and instead recognize Islam as a part of the same biblical tradition with which most Americans are already familiar and comfortable. What that means, in practical terms, is that Americans are going to have to expand their concept of religious pluralism in the United States.


Throughout American history, such an expansion has happened a number of times. It happened with the massive Catholic immigration into the United States in the nineteenth century. At the time, there was a great deal of suspicion about Catholics; they didnt really fit into the American social and religious fabric. Very gradually, however, Catholics were assimilated into American society. The same thing happened with Jews in the twentieth century, particularly in the wake of World War II and the influx of Jewish immigrants into the United States. There was a feeling in America that the Jews represented a kind of fifth columnthat they were not a part of American religious or social traditions. Eventually that changed, too, to the point that people now refer to the Judeo-Christian values upon which this country was founded.


I think the same process is taking place with Islam. The idea that Islam is beyond what Americans recognize as standard religious expression is going to have to change. And indeed it is changing. Americans are starting to recognize that Islam is not a religion of the other. Its the religion of their neighbors and their doctors and their lawyers. It represents a similar, though unique expression of the same Judeo-Christian tradition that this country is supposedly founded upon.


The Impact of Muslim Americans


There is no Muslim country in the world in which Muslims have the kind of rights and privileges that they have in the United States. Muslims around the world know that. They envy it. They want to reconcile their faith and their values with the realities of the modern world, and they see American Muslims as having done that fluidly and seamlessly. In many ways, American Islam is the best example, not just of how to reconcile Islam with the modern world, but also of what Islam could be.


I think the United States is bound to have a dramatic effect on the future of Islam. Theres an old joke among scholars in my field that, regardless of what religion you are, if you are American, you are more or less Protestant. The American ideal of radical individualism, the belief in the so-called Protestant work ethic, and the idea that religion should not play a role in the public realm, especially in the way we discuss our social, political, and economic issuesall of that is deeply American. The reconciliation of democratic and religious ideals is very important in defining what it means to be American. All of these notions have been completely adopted into the Muslim-American experience.


Muslims in the United States are strongly middle classsome 60 percent own their own homes. They are one of the most literate, well-educated immigrant groups in the entire country. They are thoroughly integrated into American society at almost every level. In other words, American Muslims are the shining example of why the clash-of-civilizations mentality between Islam and the West is so wrongheaded. Muslims are a part of the West. They are very much a part of what makes Western civilization and Western culture what it is. At the same time, Muslim Americans are playing an ever-increasing role since September 11, 2001, in helping to define and export a more moderate, more pluralistic, more rational, and more reform-minded understanding of Islam to the rest of the Muslim world. Some of the greatest scholars and religious leaders of Islam are right here in America. Their works, their opinions, their ideas, their radically innovative interpretations of Islamic law are being read not just by Americans, not just by Westerners, but by Muslims around the world. Regardless of its foreign policy and of the ways in which its national interests have drastically and negatively affected indigenous peoples throughout the world, America is famous for its religious freedoms. No other country gives people of faith greater opportunities to express their faith in the public realm.


Understanding What Religion Is and Is Not


Were approaching an age in which nations are increasingly identifying themselves according to religion, in which religion and religious rhetoric are playing far too large a role in U.S foreign policy. Such a situation hasnt occurred for a thousand years or so, and if we are going to avoid the kind of horrific religious wars and conflicts that we saw in the last millennium, then we really need to take strong steps to deflate the almost apocalyptic rhetoric that has skewed U.S. foreign policy.


Theres no question that over the last few years, Americas foreign policyparticularly the war on terrorism and most particularly the war in Iraqhas done tremendous damage to the image of the United States throughout the world, not just in the Muslim world but even among some of our closest allies. But I think that the greatest mistake the United States has made since September 11 is its refusal to reach out to Muslim Americans. The Bush administration did not do a good job of convincing Muslims that the war on terrorism is not a war against Islam. The extremists, the militant groups, and Jihadists groups like Al Qaeda, theyve all done a magnificent job of arguing that Islam itself is under attack by the United States. However, weve done a lousy job of marketing the war on terrorism, because were not taking advantage of our greatest asset: the six to ten million Muslim Americans who recognize that Jihadismthe transnational movement of violent, Sunni puritanismis more of a threat to them than it is to the West or to Christians or Jews. In fact, the primary target of these militants and extremiststhe group they refer to as the near enemyis other Muslims. The West, the Jews, the Christiansthese are secondary targets, or the far enemy.


Americans are finally starting to understand that theres far more going on in this war than the simplified good vs. evil argument theyve been fed thus far. It is unfortunate that it has taken this long, but at least its starting to get through. This is important, because there is an impression that the war on terrorism is a war of cultures or a war of religions. The rhetoric of our politiciansfrom the moment the president referred to the war as a crusadehas only made matters worse, because it falls squarely into the trap set by the Jihadists, who want to mobilize support for their cause by presenting the war on terrorism as a war against Islam.


The Jihadists, you must understand, are fighting a cosmic warone that cannot be won in any real terms. Theyre not going to defeat the American army. Theyre not going to destroy Israel. These are hopeless causes, and they know it. Its precisely for that reason that they have framed their goals in these cosmic termsso that theyre not fighting an insurgency or battling an American army; theyre fighting a heavenly war between the forces of good (themselves) and the forces of evil (us). What we have done is legitimize their belief through our own religiously charged rhetoric. For instance, when Congressman Tom Tancredo suggests bombing Mecca in response to the next terrorist act, Muslims around the world who do not support Jihadism become convinced that this is indeed a holy or cosmic war. What we need to do is to reframe the entire perception of the war on terrorism; we need to now think of it as a criminal enterprise. Only then can we take away the tools of propaganda that the Jihadists have used so effectively to win over Muslims.


I think its very important for a Western audience, especially an American audience, to begin educating themselves about Islam as a religion, as a history, as a civilization, so as to recognize its incredible diversity. Islam is unquestionably the most eclectic and diverse religion in the history of the world. Yet in the United States it is seen as monolithic, because the only images of Islam we see are those in the media, which, of course, are images of violence, terrorism, and fear.


More important, we must recognize the connections that people of faith have with one another, regardless of the language they speak, to express that faith. Those similarities bind us together in a way that religious dogma and doctrine do not.


The Key to Future Islamic Democracy


There is no conflict between Islam and democracy. Quite the contrary. The community that the Prophet Mohammed created fourteen centuries ago was supremely democratic. The worlds first constitution was written by the Prophet Mohammed, who enacted radical egalitarian reforms regarding womens rights and minority rights. Islam and democratic values can be reconciled by going back to that original community as the model for a modern Islamic democracy.


Muslim reformers never tire of saying they dont need to look to America or to the West for the paradigm of an Islamic democracy. They can find that paradigm within Islam itself. Embedded within Islam are the ideals of pluralism and human rights, of popular sovereignty and separation of powers, and even the separation of religious and political powers. All of these notions already exist within Islam. Its just a matter of unearthing them and making them the primary principles for creating a modern, indigenous, Islamic democracy.


When I say Islamic democracy, Im not referring to some kind of theocratic democracy. Im referring to a democratic state dedicated to the necessary elements of a democracy, but founded on an Islamic moral framework. That is not such an unusual idea. It can be found in the Jewish moral framework upon which Israel is founded, the Christian moral framework upon which the United States is founded, the Hindu moral framework of India, the Buddhist moral framework of Bhutan, and so on. The key is to make sure that when there is a conflict between traditional Islamic ideals and modern ideas of a democratic state, its democracy that trumps religious ideology. Thats not a problem, either. After all, Islam has long had a history of assimilation and accommodation wherever it is, no matter the society or nation.


Its true that the concepts of citizenship and national identity are quite new to the Islamic world. Islamic nationalism has its roots in the colonialist experience, when Europeans carved out large sections of the Middle East and North Africa and forced the communities to define themselves in a way that they had never done before: nationalistically. But its also true that in the fifty or sixty years since the end of colonialism, the notion of citizenship and of a national identity have become widely adopted throughout the Muslim world. These days, most Muslims are quite comfortable with defining themselves as both individual citizens and members of a worldwide Muslim community.


Fear and Understanding


What I would love to see happen in ten years is that Muslim Americans are viewed throughout the world as the shining example of how Islamic values and traditions can be reconciled with democratic ideals. Already, the really innovative work of interpreting Islam, and the hardcore academic analysis of the Koran and of Islamic law are taking place here in the United States. These kinds of ideas will shape the future of what will soon become the worlds largest religion. I want these ideas to be adopted by Muslims throughout the world as a means of reforming not just their religion but also their social, political, and economic development. I hope to see American Muslims become the bridge between the United States and the Middle East. Its up to American Muslims to foster a sense of understanding and reconciliation with a region that we have, because of our foreign policy, alienated and forced into a state of mistrust and suspicion.


What I fear will happen is that American Muslims will become so isolated from the rest of the Muslim world that they become irrelevant to the larger issues that define where Islam is going. I think what happens in this sphere will play a major role in whether the U. S. government supports the American Muslim community and tries to hold it up as an example to the rest of the world, or whether it continues to see American Muslims as a fifth column in this country, as a source of suspicion, and even as a source of extremism.


It all depends on whether it is going to be fear that defines the U.S. governments relationship with its Muslim citizens, or whether it is going to be understanding and cooperation.













Joan Bertin on Censorship



JOAN BERTIN is executive director of the National Coalition Against Censorship. After law school, she spent seven years representing indigent clients as a legal services lawyer and more than a dozen years litigating civil rights and civil liberties cases at the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). She has taught at Columbia University and Sarah Lawrence College. Our interview with Joan underscored for us that not only is censorship going on every day in a variety of ways in the United States, but that we are likely to experience even more problems with censorship in the future if we dont become more aware of both our rights and how theyre being violated.






The political and legal terrain regarding censorship has shifted significantly in the United States since about 2001. Prior to that time, whenever I gave a talk about censorship, I would say that we had a widespread consensus that political speech of all kinds was entitled to strong First Amendment protections. I would describe the censorship issues we encountered as revolving most frequently around social and cultural issues like sex and religion. An example might be government enforcement of broadcast decency standards, or teaching abstinence only until marriage rather than comprehensive sex education in public schools.


It would no longer be accurate to say that political speech is not censored in the United States. In the immediate aftermath of the events of 9/11, a White House spokesman chastised a television personality for questioning the presidents characterization of the bombers as cowards. We were all warned to watch what we say. College professors were disciplined for criticizing the government, and the press and media were cowed into not asking too many hard questions. The government embraced policies of secrecy and control over the flow of and public access to information, and these policies affected not just the public generally and the press, but scientists and researchers of all kinds, as well as the ability of foreign and American scholars to collaborate.


For example, foreign scholars traveling to this country from Arab states and other regions began to encounter unprecedented difficulties, as did American scholars traveling to those countries to participate in scholarly conferences or collaborate with colleagues. Even cultural exchange programs involving dancers and musicians were affected. Restraints were placed on the publication of books containing contributions from scholars from certain countries. All these events combined to create a very different picture of the governments approach to political dissent and the free flow of ideas. Even after six years, were in a precarious moment, and the future direction is likely contingent on world events in the next ten years.


How Far Will We Go?


This kind of reaction is not entirely unfamiliar. The McCarthy era, characterized by anti-Communist witch hunts and blacklists, are in the not-too-distant past. We now know that many of those hounded and persecuted at that time simply held unpopular political views but had engaged in no unlawful or disloyal conduct. Throughout the 1960s and into the 1970s, the FBI infiltrated dissident political groups, including not only socialist and communist organizations but also anti-war and civil rights groups, under the aegis of its Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO). Its not a stretch to imagine programs of the same sort now, especially given the level of government surveillance over individuals that has become accepted since 9/11 and exemplified by the Patriot Act. Who knows how far this will go or has gone? Given the secrecy surrounding these programs, its hard to tell.


I am especially concerned that in the next ten years well also see a dramatic change in the ability to develop and share scientific information. These concerns are not hypothetical. A large group of highly reputable scientists, including more than fifty Nobel laureates, have issued a public statement charging the current administration with undermining scientific research and debate for political purposes.


The U.S. government has a vast amount of control over the conduct of scientific research. Beyond what it sponsors in its own research facilities through government scientists, the government also influences the direction of research through its many programs, agencies, and support for university and corporate research. Take global warming. If the government alters official reports or suppresses information and expert opinion to support a policy questioning the basis for efforts to address global warning, the documentary record of officially sponsored science around global warming will be incomplete and misleading. This is precisely what scientists have charged has happened. Similarly, if because of an official position in favor of sexual abstinence, the government refuses to provide condoms to HIV/AIDs patients or to those at risk of infection, such a policy will impact research to determine if condoms are effective in slowing the transmission of disease. If government scientists may not speak publicly about genetic alteration of food crops without prior approval, the information emerging from the United States, one of the biggest producers of genetically modified foods, will be limited in its quality and value.


In other words, we are sticking our fingers in the faucet of information, sometimes sending it squirting out in funny directions and sometimes stopping it altogether. Im not suggesting that other administrations havent tried to manipulate science to provide support for their policies. Some of this is inevitable. But when it gets out of handas in official adoption of Lysenkoism under Stalin in the Soviet Unionscience and society are in deep trouble. While we are certainly not at that point, there is strong consensus within the scientific and academic communities that the current assault on science threatens our ability to observe, describe, and understand natural phenomena and human behavior and that this undermines our ability to detect, confront, and solve real problems.


But if I had to identify the most threatening contemporary development, it would probably be the tendency to restrict the creation and dissemination of information. Any government that keeps its citizens ignorant deprives them of the most basic means to improve their own situation. There is a reason that totalitarian governments have, throughout history, relied so heavily on information control.


The Erosion of Enlightenment


I think we are witnessing the erosion of Enlightenment principles, because our government evidences so little respect for knowledge, empirical data, scientific accuracy, or demonstrable facts. President George W. Bushs most senior advisers have bragged that we create our own reality. Concern over this trend has definitely affected our approach to protecting First Amendment rights and values.


For example, were involved in a project to document and analyze government suppression and distortion of scientific research and information. Were bringing together First Amendment advocates and scientists who are concerned about this and framing it as an issue of constitutional dimensions with dramatic importance to the community at large, to try to get a little bit more attention paid to it.


In a different but related trend, we are seeing a rise in what I call garden variety censorship incidents at the local level in public schools and libraries. Would-be censors everywhere seem to sense the shift and have become emboldened in their efforts to purge schools and libraries of material that they find offensive, immoral, or otherwise unacceptable. When Beloved by Toni Morrison, a Pulitzer Prizewinning novel by a Nobel Prize-winning author, becomes a target, you know theres been a sea change in attitudes toward intellectual freedom. Another related development is the rise in book censorship at the high school level, often based on objections to profanity. Efforts to protect young children from inappropriate material are understandable, if often misguided. However, the notion that high school students, who are on the cusp of adulthood, should be protected from language heard in the street every day is almost ludicrous.


Regardless of what one thinks about the use of profanity in literature and life, its now firmly ensconced in both. People use it in everyday language for special emphasis, and writers of books, songs, film, and other material do likewise. It expresses specific emotions that other words dont. Gosh darn just doesnt have much impact, and sounds stilted and inauthentic. The undeniable impulse behind the effort to remove books that contain profanity is an effort to recreate an idealized society of manners, which perhaps never really existed. Even if it did, it certainly does not exist in the United States today, and we do young people a disservice if their education fails to take account of society as it is.


Creatures and Creators


Censors fail to account for the constitutional structure of our government that balances majority rule and individual rights. Under this system, certain fundamental human rights, like the freedom of speech, are protected from the tyranny of the majority. When people seek to remove a book from the local library, ask the FCC to fine TV stations for any broadcast containing profanity, no matter its context, or prohibit discussion of condoms in sex ed classes, they undermine one of our systems core precepts, specifically that no official, however minor, may dictate what people can say, hear, and think.


Many schools and teachers do what they can to educate young people about democratic and constitutional precepts, but when the culture at large gives these lessons short shrift, its an uphill battle. Maybe a shift will come about as a result of world geopolitical events. More people are beginning to wonder what distinguishes us from our enemies. If our government suppresses speech and dissent, uses propaganda to promote its policies, and spies on its citizens, our right to claim to be a free society is deeply undermined.


Theres no quick fix, but we must all pay careful attention to what the government is doing in our name and be more thoughtful about what kind of society we are creating as a result. We need to become engaged and hold elected officials responsible for their acts. We can do this by writing letters to the local newspaper, demanding that the press inform the public with skeptical honest reporting, questioning government officials in public forums, rejecting infotainment, and protesting when the governments acts violate its compact with the governed. All these things matter. Were both creatures and creators of our culture. Thats my prescription for change.













Seamus Blackley on Video Games



SEAMUS BLACKLEY is now an agent at Creative Artists Agency (CAA), where he works with game clients. A top-selling game designer, he joined Microsoft in 1999 and piloted the creation of the Xbox game platform. While at Microsoft, the former physicist and DreamWorks Interactive executive producer wrote the initial proposal for Xbox, assembled and led the team behind the technical design and philosophy for the platform, and established and nurtured support for Xbox within the worldwide game development community. After Microsoft, Blackley and a group of his Xbox business partners launched Capital Entertainment Group (CEG), a game production company that aimed to produce and finance games in partnership with game developers and publishers. From there, he made the leap to CAA. Were interested in Blackleys thoughts about the future of gaming, because he is truly one of the industrys pioneers, and because these days hes trying to change the industry again. He wants gaming to benefit not only the creators of beloved games, but also to help find them new opportunities to create cool new games for you and me.






Ten years from now, the game industry is either going to look like the promotional arm of other, older media companiese.g., an interactive marketing department for a movie studioor its going to look like the movie industry does currently, with creative people being the real assets and the real capital behind the business. Its an inflection point right now in gaming, in that game publishers (the studios of the game industry) are much more averse to and much less experienced at taking creative risk than the people who are running the movie studios. Thus we see game companies licensing a lot of stuff out of the movie studios because the Hollywood creative movie executives have already taken the risk and proven the worth of a property. In these cases, the game companies are following the lead of those executives in order to defer their own risk.


If the system can change, and executives with that kind of vision and creative professionalism arise as the norm rather than exceptions in video games, then the video game business could become a lot more like movies, where bets are taken primarily based on creative people and creative ideas rather than exclusively on audience metrics. And then the gaming industry becomes less of a packaged-goods business and more of an entertainment business.


Marketing and such are important as wellI dont mean to say that those things dont matter. But the fact of the matter islook at Christmas 2006the biggest-selling, most exciting titles were entirely licensed properties and sequels. Nobody was starting new and original stuff. This is a bad trendwhere do sequels come from when there are no new products?


So we have to figure out how to start new stuff. And if we figure out how to start new stuff, the game industry will be an amazing place. If we dont figure out how to start new ideas and take bets on creative ideas and people, its not going to be such an amazing place.


Great Mistakes


In video games most of the big successes you think of have been almost inadvertenta team just happened to be ignored long enough to do something great, or there happened to be one or two executives who were willing to take a chance on something at a game publisher that normally wouldnt have been allowed. Or a game publisher was purchased by a larger entity and certain creative teams were forgotten about for a few months, which was enough time for them to do something awesome.


If you look at gamesanything from The Sims to Tomb Raider to Half-life to Halothese are all cases where for one reason or another (none of which were really intentional), something great was allowed to happen and creative people were managed properly and allowed to do something really awesome. And the audience responded.


This is the exciting and unique thing about gamesmuch more than any other medium, the audience is obsessed and vocal about the quality of the product, so that building a super-high-quality product turns out to offer a lot more commercial insurance than it does in other media. From a business standpoint, the vacuum created because of this lack of intentional innovation is amplified as an opportunity because the audience so violently craves anything new and interestinganything with a high level of quality and love and creative care.


Creative Intersections


There is and will be a confluence of people with different backgrounds in the game industry. Just because you walk across the threshold of a video game company doesnt mean that you are no longer an animator or a musician; it just means you do it for games. There are so many creative people on both sides of that threshold with so much to give to each other. One of the exciting things about a creatively driven video-game future is that youll see this flurry of cross-licensing move toward its logical conclusion where the people who create movie and game franchises work together directly from the start, as creative partners, rather than after the fact, under a license agreement, with one subordinate to the other. We have plenty of examples now of movie directors and some TV people working directly with creative people from the game spacedoing games, doing TV shows, and working on movie concepts, all at the same time because it is all fundamentally the same creative process at its most basic level.













Reveta Bowers on Schools and Education



REVETA BOWERS would never say so herself, but everyone who comes into contact with her knows shes a legendary teacher and school leader. She was born and educated in Los Angeles, California, where she now runs one of the most respected schools in the country. She left the Los Angeles Unified School District in 1972 to teach at the Center for Early Education, where she is currently the head of school. In addition, Bowers is the former president of the Board of Governors of the Fulfillment Fund, an organization that provides mentoring, college counseling, tutoring, and other support programs for students in inner-city Los Angeles public schools. Bowers continues to work with national school systems across the country to improve education. For her role within the school system throughout the years and the profound impact she has had on children and parents across America, we felt Bowers would be an important person to talk to about the future of schools and education.






Everywhere you turn today, there is another theory about educationwhy it works or why it doesnt. Many people feel they have some expertise in education quite simply because they went to school and received an education there. When I ponder the future of education, I am less sure of the exact paths our educational institutions will take and more concerned that tomorrows institutions of learning find ways to be responsive to the changes in the students of the future. Theres no question that education will change dramatically over the next decade, in large part because our students have changed and will continue to change in dramatic ways. As we face certain social imperatives and tensions, the classrooms and learning institutions of the future must, as they always have, become the stage for many of those issues to be worked on and resolved.


Before we look at the future of education, I think it essential to at least acknowledge that theres no single coherent system of education in our country. The politics of education have landed us in a quagmire that many criticize but few have solutions for. In response to uncertainty about our countrys educational future, weve seen the growing fragmentation of a system that has in recent years been largely ineffective in achieving its mission. Thus, the future of education hinges on our ability to take a good, hard look at the realities facing the students well be called upon to educate in the future.


The Student of the Future


In looking at the future of education, I would start by asking what our students will require from their teachers and their schools. The differences we see in students today are largely the result of the things to which they have been exposed. The future will only accelerate and accentuate those differences. The proliferation of media and technology has changed the ways in which children think, process information, and acquire knowledge. In fact, experts in brain research tell us now that their very brains are different. These changes in brain function, when combined with the differing ways male and female students process information, has meaningful implications for future curriculum development and integration.


In the immediate future, schools should accommodate the multiple forms of intelligence weve come to appreciate and recognize, as well as the multitasking habits of our students. The age-old delivery system of a factory model of education must disappear completely if we are to succeed. Thus, future school size will matter significantly, for small schools can be more efficient, creative, and responsive. The infusion of technology in classrooms and labs will continue to accelerate even more rapidly as the technology becomes increasingly accessible across socio-economic groups. If this is the generation of digital natives, the future will bring a generation of digital innovators as students adjust to our classrooms and our learning settings. This will place our future teachers in the necessary role of not just introducing the curricula, but also of being skilled facilitators who are able support the integration of that technology in seamless ways. Education in the future will engage students with technology as foundational to their research and learning. Intellectual property rights will become a major consideration for educators and institutions whose very classrooms will function more as interactive research and discovery laboratories supporting a generation of creators, publishers, inventors, and consumers of information.


How Schools Need to Change


Our future schools will need to be skilled at accommodating diversity in all its many forms. Theres no question that as our population grows and changes we must continue to see the increased inclusion of students from different backgrounds, cultures, religions, classes, learning styles, languages, and family types in all of our educational institutions. It will be in large part because of this increasing diversity that schools will continue to take on new forms and structures. Theyll need to foster creativity, honor diversity, value and promote resilience in learners, tolerate ambiguity, and change and address students underlying conceptual understanding.


The one size fits all philosophy that has driven our schools in the past will no longer be tolerated by a generation of parents and students who have seen emerge the kinds of school choice alternatives of the last twenty years. The unfunded national education mandates, if continued, will result in more and more entrepreneurial and creative alternatives to the current school systems. Magnet schools and charters, as well as the further privatization of schools will continue, and parents will become more sophisticated about seeking out alternatives for their children. Independent schools will continue to be well regarded and popular choices for families who can afford and appreciate their often distinct missions. The challenge for independent schools will be to provide the kind of financial and admissions access that also furthers diversity.


In a different path to school choice, some families will increasingly turn to home-schooling and distance-learning alternatives to systems that have been unable to engage and retain the interest of their children while at the same time supporting the values of their
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