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         Experiencing the Rolling Stones for the First Time Again

         
      

      
      The Rolling Stones were the first band I ever loved. Long before I was ever passionate
         about any other band, it was the Stones that kindled my love for popular music in
         all its forms. My parents had given me an 8-track tape of Metamorphosis (1975) when I was, like, six years old. I played that until it didn’t play anymore.
         Then during the summer of 1978 my father got a seasonal job in Tucson, Arizona, and
         at age eleven I started hanging around the Record Bar store. The staffers loved the
         Stones and turned me onto more of their work. One of the staffers showed me a photo
         of the band from the 1975–1976 tour with Billy Preston and Ollie Brown, where a shirtless
         Mick is laying his head on Bill Wyman, and Keith and Woody are smoking cigarettes.
         I stared at this photo for what seemed like hours. Wow! For fifty cents an album,
         I bought used copies of Rolling Stones: England’s Newest Hit Makers, 12 X 5, Flowers, ‘Get Yer Ya-Ya’s Out!’, and Out of Our Heads, in addition to albums by other artists––a few that come to mind from this era are
         Cheap Trick’s In Color, Eddie and the Hot Rods’ Life on the Line, the Dickies’ Paranoid, the Sex Pistols’ Never Mind the Bollocks (of course), Television’s Marquee Moon, the Modern Lovers’ Live, Led Zeppelin’s In Through the Out Door, Emerson Lake & Palmer’s Works, Jethro Tull’s Heavy Horses, Pink Floyd’s Animals, Black Sabbath’s Sabotage, Yes’s Tormato, Iggy Pop’s Lust for Life—but it was the Rolling Stones that I listened to the most. The first “fan” magazine
         I ever got was about the band. For my birthday my parents bought me the newly released
         Some Girls. I played it over and over again until the grooves no longer existed. Then for Christmas
         1978 my parents gave me a beautiful silver poster of the Stones (wish I still had
         it and that “fan” mag). I loved that poster, and its shininess fascinated me. Of course
         I tried to get whatever albums I was missing, like Aftermath, Sticky Fingers, Goats Head   Soup, Got Live If You Want It!, Exile on Main Street, It’s Only Rock ’n’ Roll, and oddly, More Hot Rocks. (For some reason I didn’t get Black and Blue; Between the Buttons; The Rolling Stones, Now!; Tattoo You; or December’s Children until many years later as an adult.)
      

      
      When the Stones played on Saturday Night Live in 1978, it was like seeing the Greek Gods come to life. Simply amazing! I even obtained
         copies of solo projects like Jamming with Edward!, Bill Wyman’s Monkey Grip and Stone Alone, and Ron Wood’s Gimme Some Neck. The first bootleg album I ever purchased was from the 1978 Some Girls tour. My parents were strangely concerned when the record seller told them that the
         F-bomb was strewn throughout the bootleg, though the word escaped their notice on
         the Some Girls LP itself. They let me buy the bootleg anyway (I was pretty ticked off at the record
         store owner for warning them; no wonder the store went out of business). When Emotional Rescue came out in 1980, I also played the album till the grooves bled, and loved the album’s
         poster.
      

      
       The band often gets tagged as the “world’s greatest rock and roll group” and of course
         this is true, and ALWAYS will be. But why not tag the band as one of the “supreme
         blues ensembles” in the history of popular culture? Honestly, that is not said enough.
         I suppose there are those critics who would say that the Stones are pretenders to
         the blues throne, having little in common musically with Robert Johnson, Lead Belly,
         Charlie Patton, Muddy Waters, Mance Lipscomb, Reverend Gary Davis, Howlin’ Wolf, Freddie
         King, or any of the historical blues greats one could name. Well, the truth is the
         Rolling Stones are NO pretenders to the throne when it comes to the blues. They never
         were and never will be (as David Malvinni amply demonstrates in this volume) pretenders
         playing the blues. One only needs to listen to the Stones’ covers of blues classics
         like “Little Red Rooster,” “I’m a King Bee,” “Love in Vain,” “You Gotta Move,” or
         original songs like “Fancy Man Blues,” “Down in the Hole,” “Sister Morphine,” “No
         Expectations,” and “Cook Cook Blues.” The Rolling Stones understand the blues perhaps
         as well as, if not better than, any rock band ever has. 
      

      
       However, it does not stop with the blues. Some fifty-plus years after Charlie Watts
         first sat down to play with the band, it becomes apparent that the Rolling Stones
         can and do adapt to any kind of music: from basic rock and roll to R & B, funk, new
         wave, folk, soul, dance-techno, country, gospel, jazz, punk, reggae, world, pop, and
         disco—all are there in their massive musical catalog. From “Tell Me” to “Doom and
         Gloom,” the Rolling Stones’ catalog continues to sound fresh and is a testament to
         the band’s ability to transcend musical trends. 
      

      
       It’s often been said that the Rolling Stones have defied all odds by existing in
         the popular music world for fifty-three years and counting at the time of this writing.
         The Stones, like the Grateful Dead, Yes, Chicago, ELP, the Who, the Beach Boys, and
         the enduring popularity of bands and artists like Led Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix, and
         Pink Floyd, show that these artists certainly have made some timeless music and have
         a great deal of lasting value to today’s musical scene. Yet it is more in the way
         the Stones defied the odds and critics that make them so unique. When Brian Jones
         left, and subsequently died, most critics thought the band was washed up. As they
         entered the 1970s the band was thought of as a spent force creatively, but as Dr.
         Malvinni so eloquently details here, they entered their most creative musical period
         with albums considered rock classics (Sticky Fingers and Exile on Main Street). Then Mick Taylor left, and Ron Wood joined. In the late 1970s the punks considered
         “the Rolling Stones” to be dirty words and boring old farts, but with Some Girls the band out-punked (whether intentionally or not) much of the punk rock at the time.
         The band entered the 1980s with the biggest tour up to that time and a hit album,
         but critics again said the band could never compete in the MTV rock video age with
         the newer video bands. In 1983, the Stones released videos for “Undercover,” “Too
         Much Blood,” and “She Was Hot,” all of which garnered heavy rotation on the fledging
         MTV. When the band almost broke up during the Jagger–Richards feud of the mid-1980s
         amid the releases of Jagger’s solo work She’s the Boss and the Stones’ Dirty Work, critics thought the band was through. They reckoned, yet again, that the band was
         finally over and now the haters could gloat. The Stones weathered that storm too,
         and in 1989 launched the successful Steel Wheels album and tour. This too proved to be a milestone. Original band member Bill Wyman
         would leave, and once again it was thought the band couldn’t endure such a drastic
         change. Yet the first post-Wyman release, Voodoo Lounge, was a solid album and the Stones toured the world once again. Even in 1994, I remember
         attacks on message boards and in the press referring to the band as the “Strollin’
         Bones.” By the time of the band’s fortieth anniversary tour, dubbed “Forty Licks,”
         in 2002, critics were really flummoxed. When fifty years rolled around in 2012 it
         was hailed as a celebration, but what was surprising was just how good the band still
         was live. The Rolling Stones came out as one of the top live bands of the year in
         polls, proving you are NEVER too OLD to rock and roll. 
      

      
       What all the above shows is that the Rolling Stones continue to remain relevant because
         they are relevant. Sure, they may never top the charts in the same way, but what does
         that matter when you can play to 80,000 people on a given night? Still, the band proves
         it can be relevant musically; “Doom and Gloom,” the 2012 fiftieth anniversary single,
         rocks with a ferocity that puts many younger bands to shame. I would argue that rather
         than aping popular culture, the Rolling Stones (and particularly Mick Jagger) have
         always had their pulse on it. Jagger is able to adapt the Stones’ music and lyrics
         to reflect the times so it always remains contemporary, but the band is also always
         the Rolling Stones (with input from Richards, Wood, and Watts, Wyman, Taylor, and
         Brian Jones of course, and others at times). However, the band never loses sight of
         its blues and rock roots either. It’s a balancing game! 
      

      
       One could ask, why don’t Mick Jagger and the rest of the band grow old gracefully?
         Where is the fun in that? I remember hearing critics say years ago that no one will
         accept a fifty-year-old Mick Jagger singing “Satisfaction.” Well, now we have a seventy-plus
         Jagger singing it, and it’s great. So what? The fact that Mick Jagger can run around
         the stage better in his seventies than most can in their twenties is a testament to
         the power of music. This is a cause for celebration, not for criticism! I tend to
         view this as showing there is hope for the rest of us. Sir Mick rocks, and let’s hope
         he keeps doing so for a long time. He killed it on the 2011 Grammy Awards and when
         he hosted Saturday Night Live in 2012.
      

      
       And what about the other members of the band? Keith Richards is definitively the
         coolest guy in rock and roll and the most durable! He has a “chugging” guitar style
         that is instantly recognizable. Brian Jones was the most versatile guitarist the band
         ever had. As this volume shows, Jones could pick up nearly any instrument and learn
         to play it. Mick Taylor was probably the best guitarist the band ever played with,
         and he had a virtuoso’s understanding of the instrument. Wyman kept the rhythm during
         his tenure and although he looked stoic while playing, he was vital to the band’s
         development and sound. It’s too bad that Jagger and Richards wouldn’t let Wyman have
         a song or two per album (or even Mick Taylor, as his timeless “Leather Jacket” shows
         from his first solo album), the way Pete Townshend did for John Entwistle on the Who’s
         recorded output. The few official songs that Wyman did write for the Stones are very
         good indeed: “Goodbye Girl,” “In Another Land,” and “Downtown Suzie,” while the unofficial
         ones (“Jumpin’ Jack Flash” springs to mind) are musical classics. Wyman’s first couple
         of solo albums have some pretty good songs too. Charlie Watts kept the backbeat and
         it was his joining the band that is regarded as the true birth of the Rolling Stones
         in 1962. Watts is the glue that kept and keeps the Stones chugging along. Ron Wood
         is just about the perfect member of the Stones. He fits in with Jagger and Richards
         both personally and musically in a way that Jones and Taylor never did. He’s a darn
         good player as well. He’s a Rolling Stone through and through!
      

      
       Which brings me to the subject of David Malvinni’s book, Experiencing the Rolling Stones. Sure, there are lots of books on the Rolling Stones and even more written material
         in magazines, online articles, and book chapters, so one might wonder what else could
         be said about the band. Fortunately, plenty, and Dr. Malvinni penetrates to the heart
         of the Stones’ music in a way I’ve not seen before. This is a volume that will please
         the casual fan AND the musicologist. There is plenty here for both parties to enjoy.
         The author does not simply dissect the music in a sterile way that sucks the life
         out of it. On the contrary, he digs deep into the songs and forces the reader to think
         about them in a unique way. He understands the Stones’ music and history in a way
         that few academics or fans really grasp. It is a testament to Dr. Malvinni’s musical
         understanding to be able to analyze the music as seriously as he does. His analysis
         of Keith Richards gives the guitarist and songwriter the musical credit he deserves.
         Each of the albums and songs discussed in this volume takes the reader beyond thinking
         about the Rolling Stones as just some no-good bar band that became famous on the Beatles’
         coattails. Peppered throughout the chapters is a “Listening Vignette” feature where
         Dr. Malvinni writes about experiencing the Rolling Stones in a new and unique way.
         With a “you are there” approach, the author conveys what it was like to get the new
         Stones album or see the band live during their first ten years. This innovative writing
         gives the reader an inside look into how exciting it was to get the new Stones album
         and just how important it was for many a young person. In fact, I found myself not
         wanting these chapters or this book to end, which is the greatest praise one can give
         a writer.
      

       

      —Robert G. Weiner

       

      Robert G. Weiner hails from West Texas and Lubbock, the home of the Rolling Stones
            saxophone player, Bobby Keys. He is the popular culture librarian at Texas Tech University
            and sometimes teaches honors classes. He has written, co-written, edited, or co-edited
            articles and books on the Grateful Dead, grindhouse cinema, Lubbock music, sequential
            art, and other popular culture topics. His works include The Grateful Dead and the Deadheads; The Storyteller Speaks: Rare and Different Fictions of the Grateful Dead; James Bond in World and Popular Culture: The Films Are Not Enough; Web-Spinning Heroics; Graphic Novels and Comics in the Classroom; Graphic Novels and Comics in Libraries and Archives; and From the Arthouse to the Grindhouse. His most recent book is the co-edited volume The Joker: A Serious Study on the Clown Prince of Crime. He can be seen in the music documentaries Lubbock Lights and Tommy Hancock: West Texas Muse. Weiner wrote the Rolling Stones entry for The Guide to United States Popular Culture.

      
      
   
      Timeline up to Exile (1972)
      

      
      
      1962

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  April 7

               
               
               	
                  Mick and Keith see Blues Incorporated at the Ealing Club and meet Brian Jones and
                     Charlie Watts.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May

               
               
               	
                  Ian Stewart answers an ad placed by Brian Jones, and they start rehearsing together.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June

               
               
               	
                  Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, and Dick Taylor take up with Jones and Stewart for weekly
                     rehearsals at the Bricklayers Arms Pub in Soho.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 12

               
               
               	
                  The Rollin’ Stones substitute for Blues Incorporated at the Marquee Jazz Club on Oxford
                     Street for their first gig, with Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, Brian Jones, Dick Taylor,
                     Ian Stewart, and possibly Mick Avory on drums. Ian Stewart wrote down the set list
                     of American R & B covers.[1]  
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August

               
               
               	
                  Drummer Tony Chapman of the Cliftons, Bill Wyman’s group, answers an ad and joins
                     the group.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 27

               
               
               	
                  At the instigation of Jones, the Rolling Stones record three cover demos at Curly
                     Clayton Sound Studios, London, including Dixon’s “You Can’t Judge a Book by Its Cover.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 14

               
               
               	
                  Bill Wyman debuts with the Rolling Stones at the Ricky Tick Club. 

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1963

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  January 12

               
               
               	
                  After going through multiple drummers and bass players, Charlie Watts plays his first
                     concert with the Rolling Stones at the Ealing Club; with Bill Wyman present, this
                     marks the first concert with all of the band members.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 11 

               
               
               	
                  First demos by the full band at IBC Studios in London. This was finally officially
                     released as a bonus disc on 2012’s four-disc GRRR! “best of” package.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April

               
               
               	
                  The Stones are well established in London club scene, with a now-legendary residency
                     at Giorgio Gomelsky’s Crawdaddy Club, in Richmond; the popularity of the Stones effectively
                     ends the London “Trad” jazz scene; they meet Andrew Oldham and Eric Easton who become
                     the band’s managers.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1

               
               
               	
                  On Oldham’s recommendation, Ian Stewart steps down from the official lineup and becomes
                     road manager; he would continue to play with the band until his premature death in
                     1985.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May

               
               
               	
                  Brian Jones signs the Stones to a three-year recording contract with Decca; the band
                     records their first single, “Come On” by Chuck Berry.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Summer

               
               
               	
                  Touring schedule takes them beyond London to bigger venues.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September

               
               
               	
                  Brian Jones leaves the band’s flat in Edith Grove to live with girlfriend Linda Lawrence’s
                     parents.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 15

               
               
               	
                  The Stones perform at the Great Pop Prom at the Royal Albert Hall, first time with
                     the Beatles, who close the show.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 7

               
               
               	
                  The band records their next single, Lennon/McCartney’s “I Wanna Be Your Man”; band
                     finds out Brian Jones is taking more pay, which is met with anger and will eventually
                     lead to his isolation in the band.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 5

               
               
               	
                  The Rolling Stones perform at the Cavern Club in Liverpool.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November

               
               
               	
                  Jagger/Richards compositions are shopped around by Oldham, solidifying the power shift
                     in the band away from Jones.
                  

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1964

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  January

               
               
               	
                  The Stones start recording for their first album; The Rolling Stones EP is released.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 14

               
               
               	
                  The band performs “Not Fade Away” on British TV’s Ready, Steady, Go!; the song is then released as the third single.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 17

               
               
               	
                  Release of first album, The Rolling Stones, in the UK.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 29

               
               
               	
                  The U.S. album version is released as The Rolling Stones: England’s Newest Hit Makers.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1

               
               
               	
                  The Stones arrive at Kennedy Airport for their first U.S. appearances, including Dean
                     Martin’s TV show.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June

               
               
               	
                  At RCA Studios the band meets Jack Nitzsche; first U.S. tour, starting in San Bernardino;
                     first encounter with sax player Bobby Keys in San Antonio; first U.S. recordings at
                     Chess Studios in Chicago.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 26

               
               
               	
                  Back in England, their single, “It’s All Over Now” (recorded at Chess) is released.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 14

               
               
               	
                  The second EP, Five by Five, comes out in the UK.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October

               
               
               	
                  The second U.S. album, 12 X 5, is released; first appearance on American television’s Ed Sullivan Show; the band plays the T.A.M.I. Show in Santa Monica. 
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 

               
               
               	
                  The UK single, “Little Red Rooster,” goes to number one on UK charts (the only time
                     a twelve-bar blues would do that); more recording at Chess Studios.
                  

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1965

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  January 15

               
               
               	
                  The second UK album, The Rolling Stones No. 2, is released.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 13

               
               
               	
                  The third U.S. album, The Rolling Stones, Now! (The Rolling Stones No. 2) is released.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 26

               
               
               	
                  A single, “The Last Time,” is released in the UK (U.S. version in March).

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May

               
               
               	
                  The band records “Mercy, Mercy” at Chess Studios and works on “Satisfaction,” which
                     they finish at RCA Studios in Los Angeles.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 20

               
               
               	
                  The Stones appear on an American musical variety show, Shindig!; introduce Howlin’ Wolf and meet Son House.[2]   
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 6

               
               
               	
                  “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction” appears in the U.S.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 11

               
               
               	
                  The British EP Got Live If You Want It! released.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 30

               
               
               	
                  The fourth U.S. album, Out of Our Heads released (UK version in September).
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 14

               
               
               	
                  Brian Jones meets Anita Pallenberg in Munich, Germany.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 25

               
               
               	
                  U.S. single “Get Off of My Cloud” released.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December

               
               
               	
                  The band begins recording “19th Nervous Breakdown”; Aftermath sessions begin at RCA Studios in Los Angeles;[3]   the fifth U.S. album, December’s Children (and Everybody’s) released.
                  

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1966

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  February

               
               
               	
                   “19th Nervous Breakdown” released, first in the UK then in the U.S.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 6–9

               
               
               	
                  Aftermath sessions at RCA Studios in Los Angeles continue; the band records “Paint It Black”
                     and “Under My Thumb.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March

               
               
               	
                  Richards purchases Redlands, his bucolic estate outside of London.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 15

               
               
               	
                  The fourth UK album, Aftermath, is released (U.S. version in July).
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 7

               
               
               	
                  “Paint It Black” is released as single.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July

               
               
               	
                  The Stones conduct their fifth and final tour of North America during so-called teenybopper
                     era; Richards notes that they reconciled with Jones on this tour; Pallenberg joins
                     the tour in Texas; tour ends in Honolulu.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 3–11

               
               
               	
                  Work continues at RCA Studios, “Let’s Spend the Night Together” and “Yesterday’s Papers”
                     released;[4]   Brian Wilson attends the session for “My Obsession.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August

               
               
               	
                  Jones and Pallenberg go to Morocco for a vacation.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 

               
               
               	
                  Jones starts composing the soundtrack for a West German film A Degree of Murder (Mord und Totschlag).

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Late August–
September
                  

               
               
               	
                  Recording for Between the Buttons continues at IBC Studios in London and RCA Studios in Los Angeles. 
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 23

               
               
               	
                  “Have You Seen Your Mother, Baby, Standing in the Shadow?” released as a single.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September–October

               
               
               	
                  Final UK tour for the next four years; Jagger and Marianne Faithfull (invited to the
                     show by Richards and Jones) get together after one of the shows at Colston Hall, Bristol.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 

               
               
               	
                  The first live album, Got Live If You Want It! released; Jagger officially breaks up with longtime girlfriend Chrissie Shrimpton
                     and starts seeing Faithfull.
                  

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1967

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  January 13

               
               
               	
                  The single “Let’s Spend the Night Together” with “Ruby Tuesday” on the B-side released;
                     the Stones appear on The   Ed Sullivan Show and Jagger is forced to change the words when they perform “Let’s Spend the Night
                     Together.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 5

               
               
               	
                  Jagger threatens to sue the British tabloid paper News of the World for alleging that he admitted to using drugs, when the paper had actually interviewed
                     Jones.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 11–12

               
               
               	
                  After an acid-fueled weekend party, police raid Redlands after being tipped off by
                     News of the World and finding some illegal substances that later led to charges against Jagger and
                     Richards; Faithfull’s reputation is sullied as she is found naked wrapped in only
                     a rug.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February–
March
                  

               
               
               	
                  The fateful trip to Morocco; while driving there, Jones is hospitalized in Toulouse,
                     at which time Richards starts his affair with Pallenberg.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   March–April

               
               
               	
                  The Stones’ Europe tour is the last of the era; they play in Warsaw, their first concert
                     in a communist country; around this time Jones starts to give up hope that Pallenberg
                     will return to him.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April

               
               
               	
                  The West German film A Degree of Murder is released starring Pallenberg with a soundtrack by Jones; other musicians who played
                     on it include Jimmy Page (guitar), Nicky Hopkins (piano), and Kenney Jones (drums);
                     Brian Jones played a range of instruments, among them the guitar, Mellotron, dulcimer,
                     and sitar.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 7

               
               
               	
                  Jones, along with other rock stars, attends a Jimi Hendrix concert in London.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May

               
               
               	
                  Jagger and Richards formally charged for the February drug bust; Jones is set up in
                     a police raid and busted for drugs; the band starts work on “She’s a Rainbow” at Olympic
                     Studios.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June

               
               
               	
                  Mick Taylor joins John Mayall’s group, the Bluesbreakers.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 8

               
               
               	
                  Jones records a sax solo on the Beatles “You Know My Name” at EMI Studios in London.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 14–25

               
               
               	
                  Jagger and Faithfull travel to Tangier, Morocco.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 15–18

               
               
               	
                  Jones attends the Monterey International Pop Music Festival, where he introduces Jimi
                     Hendrix.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 27–30

               
               
               	
                  Found guilty for allowing cannabis to be smoked on his premises (Richards) and for
                     illegal drug possession (Jagger), the two are jailed, then released on bail pending
                     appeals.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 2–22

               
               
               	
                  The band forges ahead with recording at Olympic: “We Love You” single and Their Satanic Majesties Request (which continues in spurts throughout rest of year); Lennon and McCartney provide
                     backup vocals on “We Love You.” The band also records “In Another Land,” written by
                     Bill Wyman and the only song released by the Stones with him on lead vocals; “In Another
                     Land” appeared later in the year as a single.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 18

               
               
               	
                  “We Love You” comes out in the UK (in September in the U.S.).

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 20

               
               
               	
                  The Stones split with manager Andrew Oldham who was absent for Satanic sessions.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 

               
               
               	
                  Jones jailed for cannabis possession; he appeals and is released on bail.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 

               
               
               	
                  Eighth U.S. and sixth UK studio album, Their Satanic Majesties Request, released.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Late December

               
               
               	
                  Holidays to exotic locations continue: Jagger and Faithfull to the Bahamas and Brazil;
                     Richards and Pallenberg to Morocco; Jones to Sri Lanka; and Wyman and Astrid Lundstrom
                     to Sweden.
                  

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1968

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  February–
March
                  

               
               
               	
                  Rehearsals begin for Beggars Banquet; the band starts working with American producer and drummer Jimmy Miller.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March

               
               
               	
                  Jagger purchases Stargroves, a country estate outside of London.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 17

               
               
               	
                  Jagger takes part in the first large-scale British protest against the Vietnam War
                     at Grosvenor Square outside the U.S. Embassy.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March–April

               
               
               	
                  Sessions for Beggars Banquet begin at Olympic Studios in London; “Jumpin’ Jack Flash,” “Street Fighting Man,”
                     “Child of the Moon” recorded; Jones absent for many sessions as his health worsens.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 27–28

               
               
               	
                  Promotional film shot for “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” in London. 

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 

               
               
               	
                  Mick and Keith meet Gram Parsons on tour with the Byrds.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 12

               
               
               	
                  The band plays live for first time in over a year at the New Musical Express Poll-Winners’
                     Concert.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 13–23

               
               
               	
                  Work on Beggars Banquet at Olympic continues.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 21

               
               
               	
                  Jones is arrested for possession of cannabis; he temporarily moves into Redlands with
                     Richards.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 4–10

               
               
               	
                  The band records “Sympathy for the Devil” among other tracks; while they work up this
                     song they are filmed by Jean-Luc Godard for his film One Plus One.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July

               
               
               	
                  Jones and Suki Potier arrive in Tangier, Morocco; on July 23 and 24 Jones records
                     the Master Musicians of Joujouka [Jajouka]; Richards and Jagger do the final mix for Beggars Banquet at Sunset Sound in Los Angeles; the album is delayed due to dispute with Decca over
                     cover art.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 26

               
               
               	
                  Jagger’s twenty-fifth birthday is held at the Vesuvio Club in London; Watts, Faithfull,
                     Lennon, and McCartney are there; at the party Jagger previews Beggars Banquet while McCartney previews the Beatles upcoming single “Hey Jude/Revolution.” 
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August

               
               
               	
                  Gram Parsons hangs out with Richards at Redlands; Jones learns about Cotchford Farm
                     in Hartfield, Sussex (former home of A. A. Milne, author of Winnie the Pooh), which he purchases later in November.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 31

               
               
               	
                  The U.S. single “Street Fighting Man” is released.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September–October 

               
               
               	
                  Jagger shoots the film Performance in London; he is rumored to have had an affair with co-star Pallenberg; Richards
                     moves into Robert Fraser’s apartment with Pallenberg and starts experimenting with
                     heroin.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 26

               
               
               	
                  Jones’s trial in London results in a guilty verdict for possessing cannabis, and he
                     receives a fine; Jagger, Richards, and Suki Potier are there for support.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October

               
               
               	
                  The public learns of Faithfull’s pregnancy with Mick; she miscarries later in the
                     month.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 30

               
               
               	
                  Wyman and Lundstrom move into his newly purchased country estate, Gedding Hall.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 16–17

               
               
               	
                  Let It Bleed sessions commence at Olympic with “You Can’t Always Get What You Want” and “Memo from
                     Turner.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 5

               
               
               	
                  A promotional party for Beggars Banquet held at the Gore Hotel in London. 
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 6–7

               
               
               	
                  Ninth U.S. and seventh UK studio album, Beggars Banquet, released.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 6–12

               
               
               	
                  Rehearsals and filming commence for The Rolling Stones’ Rock and Roll Circus.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 

               
               
               	
                  Jagger, Faithfull, Richards, and Pallenberg set off for a three-week vacation in Peru
                     and Brazil; in Brazil, Jagger and Richards write “Honky Tonk Women”; Jones and Potier
                     go to Sri Lanka.
                  

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1969

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  February–
March
                  

               
               
               	
                  Let It Bleed sessions take place; the band is joined by Ry Cooder who plays on “Love in Vain” and
                     “Sister Morphine”; Faithfull adds a couple of lines (at least) to “Sister Morphine”
                     for which she eventually receives a songwriting credit.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April

               
               
               	
                  Jones starts seeing Anna Wohlin; Jagger and Richards write “Midnight Rambler” among
                     other songs in Positano, Italy.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 23

               
               
               	
                  Jagger, Watts, Wyman, Hopkins, and Cooder record a jam session at Olympic, released
                     later as Jamming with Edward!

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May

               
               
               	
                  Let It Bleed sessions continue; Mick Taylor starts playing with band (May 31, on “Live with Me”).
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 7

               
               
               	
                  Richards crashes his car near Redlands, with a pregnant Pallenberg as his passenger.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 8

               
               
               	
                  Jagger, Richards, and Watts visit Jones to inform him that he is to leave the group;
                     a press statement is issued.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 13

               
               
               	
                  The band holds a press conference and announces Taylor as lead guitarist and that
                     their free Hyde Park concert is set for July 5.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 2

               
               
               	
                  Jones is found dead in his swimming pool late in the evening at Cotchford Farm; the
                     band is told about it while they are recording at Olympic.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 5

               
               
               	
                  The Stones perform their first full-length concert in over two years, a free concert
                     in Hyde Park dedicated to Jones, and in his honor Jagger reads two stanzas from Shelley’s
                     “Adonais,” an elegy written in 1821 on the death of John Keats.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 7–
September
                  

               
               
               	
                  Jagger and Faithfull fly to Sydney; Faithfull is in a coma for days following a drug
                     overdose. Jagger is there to film Ned Kelly through September; he writes “Brown Sugar.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 10

               
               
               	
                  Watts and Wyman attend Jones’s funeral in his native Cheltenham.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 10

               
               
               	
                  Pallenberg and Richards’s first child, Marlon, is born, named for the famous actor.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September–October

               
               
               	
                  Let It Bleed sessions continue, sometimes without Jagger present.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 17–
November 2
                  

               
               
               	
                  The Rolling Stones fly to Los Angeles to get ready for a U.S. tour; they put final
                     touches on Let It Bleed at Sunset Sound and Elektra Studios, record “Country Honk” and “Gimme Shelter,” the
                     latter with vocalist Merry Clayton.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 7

               
               
               	
                  The Stones’ 1969 tour opens with their first-ever appearance in Fort Collins, Colorado;
                     they perform much longer shows to a serious, more mature audience during a tense time
                     in U.S. history, with much anti-Vietnam War sentiment in the air.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 8–10

               
               
               	
                  The band performs concerts in Los Angeles, Oakland (first time), and San Diego.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 18

               
               
               	
                  The Stones give their sixth and last-ever performance on TV’s Ed Sullivan Show.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November

               
               
               	
                  The tour continues with performances across country.

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 27–29

               
               
               	
                  Three concerts are held at New York City’s Madison Square Garden (first time there);
                     the performances are recorded and released on their live album ‘Get Yer Ya-Ya’s Out!’; the band performs two concerts at Boston Garden.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 29

               
               
               	
                  The band’s tenth U.S. and eighth UK album, Let It Bleed, is released in U.S. (on December 5 in the UK).
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 30

               
               
               	
                  The band’s U.S. tour ends in West Palm Beach, Florida, where they headline a music
                     festival.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 2–4

               
               
               	
                  Sticky Fingers recording begins at Muscle Shoals Sound Studio in Sheffield, Alabama; the band records
                     “Brown Sugar,” “Wild Horses,” and “You Gotta Move.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 6

               
               
               	
                  The Rolling Stones headline a free concert at Altamont Speedway near Livermore, California,
                     attended by 300,000; the concert turns into a disaster when a Hells Angel acting as
                     stage security murders a black man, Meredith Hunter, who allegedly threatened Jagger
                     with a gun.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 7

               
               
               	
                  The group hurriedly returns to England, possibly to avoid any legal problems in the
                     aftermath of the Altamont tragedy.
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 9–18

               
               
               	
                  Recording for Sticky Fingers continues at Olympic; the band rerecords “Brown Sugar” with Eric Clapton, which is
                     not released at that time; work starts on “Dead Flowers.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  Late December 

               
               
               	
                  Jagger goes to Rome with Faithfull; after a brief time they break up.

               
            

         
      

      

      
      1970

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  January–
February 
                  

               
               
               	
                  At Olympic and Trident Studios in London, work on live material is recorded in November;
                     the band finishes “Wild Horses.”
                  

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 26

               
               
               	
                  Faithfull is acquitted of cannabis charges, while Jagger is found guilty and fined;
                     he starts seeing Marsha

               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

         
      

      

      
      1971

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

         
      

      

      
       1972

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  
               
               
               	
                  
               
            

         
      

      

      
      Notes

      
         
      

      

      
      
         
            1. 
            

         

         
            2. 
            

         

         
            3. 
            

         

         
            4. 
            

         

      

   toc_nav.xhtml

      
         
            		Title Page


            		List of Tables


            		Foreword


            		Timeline up to  Exile  (1972)


            		Introduction


            		The Early Stones


            		Toward an Original Direction


            		Supernaturally Charged Blues


            		“This Record Should Be Played Loud”


            		1970s Overture


            		Elegantly Wasted


            		Twilight of the Idols


            		Further Reading


            		Glossary of Musical Terms


            		Works Cited


            		Index


            		About the Author


         


      
   

images/19-W01-cover.jpg
i
d it

THE ROLLING STONES

A LISTENER’'S COMPANION





images/20-logo_tm.tif.png





