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Dear Reader,

You hold in your hands the last book on which my father, Dr. D. James Kennedy, and his coauthor, Jerry Newcombe, collaborated before my dad passed away in September 2007.

The Presence of a Hidden God is a fitting finale to the nearly seventy books my father wrote or coauthored during his lifetime. He believed that Christianity is a reasonable faith and diligently studied the Scriptures as well as history, law, and science to equip him and others with evidence for the existence of God and the claims of Christianity.

That evidence—some of which he presents in this book—is compelling. In this, his last book, he shows how God makes Himself known to all of us, both in the world and in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.

The Presence of a Hidden God answers objections to God put forward by doubters and skeptics. One thing about my father—he never shied away from honest objections. In fact, he loved to take on those kinds of questions.

I recall one evening when he visited in the home of a couple who were both well-educated professionals. He had the opportunity to respond to a long list of objections that they put to him. It grew very late. My father at one point took off his sport coat and rolled up his shirt sleeves to demonstrate his readiness to go the entire night if need be to satisfy their doubts. Finally, after their many questions had all been met with solid answers—like those given in this book—they bowed their heads to invite Christ to be their Lord and Savior.

I can say with confidence, both from my own experience in telling others about Jesus and from watching my father gently and convincingly answer objections, that Christianity is a reasonable faith. God makes Himself known, and He offers evidence for His existence.

I hope you will find comfort and fresh confidence in your own faith as you discover how God reveals Himself to man in this book. For my father, God is no longer hidden. For him, faith has now become glorious sight. But for us here below, he has left behind a powerful witness to help us see how God shows Himself in nature and in His Son.

Sincerely in Christ,

Jennifer Kennedy Cassidy
Member, Board of Directors
of Coral Ridge Ministries





Praise for
The Presence of a Hidden God

“This book demonstrates the rational coherence of the Christian faith. Atheism, which is supposedly based on reason, is shown to be inherently irrational. Only Christianity meets both the intellectual and intuitive longings of the human soul. Yes, the hidden God is present among us.”
      —ERWIN W. LUTZER, PHD, senior pastor of the Moody Church,
         Chicago, IL, and author of Christ Among Other Gods
         and Slandering Jesus



“There are only two ways that we can know something: rational thought or revelation. When it comes to knowing God, history shows the first option is untrustworthy, as countless rational thinkers have asserted views of various gods that are either contradictory or irreconcilable. That leaves us with revelation, where God Himself chooses to reveal things hidden to our finite minds. This is the persuasive case made by D. James Kennedy and Jerry Newcombe in their excellent work The Presence of a Hidden God. With compelling narrative and excellent scholarship, they detail a revelation of God that is both awe inspiring and trustworthy. If you desire to make God known to those for whom He remains hidden, this is the book for you.”
      —FRANK WRIGHT, PHD, president and CEO
         of National Religious Broadcasters



“The Presence of a Hidden God” is a must-read and must-give-to-everyone book. It is the best book published in many years that presents the truth of God and Jesus Christ to unbelievers. The book takes off with insight and memorable stories that capture both mind and heart. I will quote The Presence of a Hidden God for years to come. I was moved to tears several times. I laughed out loud. This is the great evangelist Dr. D. James Kennedy’s magnum opus due to the superb coauthoring of Jerry Newcombe. My suggestion is read it and be transformed!”

      —TED BAEHR, chairman of the Christian Film & Television
         Commission and publisher of MovieGuide®



“This, the final Kennedy-Newcombe book after twelve others, is probably their finest. It serves as a fitting capstone for Dr. Kennedy’s extraordinary ministry, taking on the greatest theme that ever could be—God Himself—and with brilliant logic and shimmering illustrations proves not only His existence but how very threadbare are the arguments of today’s resurgent atheists. But more, these pages also answer questions even the faithful may ask: Why does God seem hidden at times? Why does He permit evil? This book, defying the detractors and firming up the faithful, should be required reading to meet the challenges facing today’s Christian.”
      —PAUL L. MAIER, professor of history, Western Michigan
         University, and best-selling author
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Introduction


Truly You are God, who hide Yourself,
O God of Israel, the Savior!
ISAIAH 45:15



Is God hidden?

To hear skeptics speak, you would think so. One of the most famous nonbelievers of the twentieth century was the British philosopher and mathematician Bertrand Russell. Well known for his skeptical stance, he even wrote a book titled Why I Am Not a Christian. Reportedly, when he was at death’s door, he was asked about his readiness to die; what if it turned out there was a God after all?

In that case, Russell replied, he would ask the Almighty this question: “Why didn’t You give us more evidence?”

His reaction prompted this comment from author and science teacher Ken Poppe:


[Russell] seems to be positioning himself in case he needs to shift the blame of his disbelief to God for not being more convincing. (Hmmm. Did he never see a bright full moon setting in the cool, blue western sky, while the sun rose circular and red through the eastern clouds? Did he never hold a newborn baby?)1



Who’s correct: Russell or Poppe?

Indeed, is God hidden? Some people think so, but the problem lies with them, not with Him. “To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled” (Titus 1:15). To the righteous, God is clearly there. To the unrighteous, God is absent—or worse, if He’s there at all, He is cruel.
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God is not really hidden; He just appears so to those who don’t know Him. Yet even believers sometimes feel that He hides His face and seems absent when we need Him most.

Blaise Pascal put it this way: “What can be seen on earth indicates neither the total absence of God nor his manifest presence, but rather the presence of a hidden God.”2 Likewise the classic hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” reminds us that the darkness may seem to hide God:


Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee;
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.3



The “eye of sinful man” is unable to perceive the Lord or His glory. In other words, to a blind man God may seem hidden, but to those whose eyes He has opened, He isn’t hidden at all. He has clearly revealed Himself in Jesus Christ.

In every language, every tribe, and every culture, we find a word for God. He has not left Himself without a witness, nor is there anywhere on earth where His fingerprints are absent.

Pascal reflected on God’s manner of revealing Himself to us through Christ:


Since so many have become unworthy of his mercy, he wished to deprive them of the good that they did not desire. It was therefore not right that [Christ] should appear before them in a manner that was obviously divine and absolutely bound to convince all mankind. Neither was it right that his coming should be in such hiddenness that he could not be recognized even by those who sincerely looked for him. But he wished to make himself perfectly recognizable to such.4



This is reminiscent of a promise from Jesus: “If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God” (John 7:17, NIV).

MILITANT ATHEISM

God has more than His share of critics. If He could be sued, there are plenty of people who would bring Him before the bar.

Today there has arisen a virulent form of atheism. Militant atheists are on the march. One of them, Sam Harris, wrote a book entitled Letter to a Christian Nation, essentially appealing to us to become like the failed Soviet Union. (He doesn’t actually word it that way, but that’s the effect of his message.) His book and a handful of other virulent anti-Christian creeds have made it onto the New York Times bestseller list.

One of the great ironies of militant atheists is how their whole lives seem to be consumed in fighting what they claim doesn’t exist. I think if they truly did not believe God existed, they wouldn’t really care about the topic and would simply look down their noses at us poor slobs who do believe in Him. However, these militant atheists are consumed with a passion to erase all traces of God.

A lot of these atheist books blur the distinction between Christianity and Islam. They cite the horrible atrocities done in the name of religion (mostly by Islamic extremists) and argue that the problem is with religion in general. Meanwhile, they ignore the horrible atrocities committed by atheists, who have the bloodiest track record in history, bar none.
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Some of these modern atheists are so emotionally charged on the issue that it makes me suspect they indeed do know, deep down, there’s a God. Again, if they really didn’t believe in Him, they wouldn’t care so much. We can see the animus against God in lawsuit after lawsuit contesting any public acknowledgment of God (such as the Ten Commandments on a courtroom wall).

There is a God. He made us. He has certain standards of right and wrong that He has revealed. We are accountable to Him.

If a blind man denies reality just because he can’t see it, does that mean it isn’t there?

Meanwhile, where is God? Even believers sometimes wonder that during times of pain.

THE HIDDENNESS OF GOD IN THE LIFE OF THE BELIEVER

C. S. Lewis, the greatest Christian writer of the twentieth century, once made this observation: “The ‘hiddenness’ of God perhaps presses most painfully on those who are in another way nearest to Him, and therefore God Himself, made man, will of all men be by God most forsaken?”5

So it was that Jesus Himself, on the cross, cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Mark 15:34). If God’s Son made David’s words His own and cried out to His Father in the anguish and loneliness of His soul, how much more should we do so in our times of anguish? It’s not wrong to feel forsaken. Throughout the Scriptures we see God’s saints crying out to Him when He seems totally absent. Consider God’s children in Egypt and in the wilderness, or Hannah when she couldn’t conceive a child, or David when he hid from Saul in a cave, or Jonah in the belly of the fish. All cried out to God.

When we come to God in our joy, praising and thanking Him, we find open arms. But in our times of greatest need, sometimes heaven seems shut tight. We plead and cry, and even if God did answer, we probably couldn’t hear it. When all earthly help is gone and we knock on God’s door, there seems to be only silence. The God of love, who had been so real to us during times of plenty, seems out of reach now. So we hammer on His door. We kick and yell, until we eventually give up.

Then, when we’re finally quiet, we see dawn coming. God has put the answer into nature itself. Morning always follows night. Spring always comes, no matter how dark and cold and long the winter seems. There are such seasons in the spiritual lives of believers too.
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Sometimes we’re used by God and the fruit is plentiful. Other times our tree is bare and seems dead. There are times of growth and times of flowering. If we let the Master Gardener dig around and fertilize, our tree will bear fruit again. So often God is behind the scenes, working out His good purpose for us.

GOD REVEALED IN CHRIST

First and foremost, God is found in Jesus Christ, as the Savior Himself proclaimed: “No one knows … the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Matthew 11:27). The goal of this book is to expound on that truth and others related to it.

As British author George MacDonald once put it, “God hides nothing. His very work from the beginning is revelation—a casting aside of veil after veil, a showing unto men of truth after truth. On and on from fact divine he advances, until at length in his son Jesus he unveils his very face.”6

If with all our hearts we seek the Lord, we will find Him. Join me on a journey of discovery, wherein we’ll see that the so-called hidden God is not hidden after all.

In the first part of this book, we’ll take a look at how God has revealed Himself in His creation. Next, in part 2, we’ll look at how He has revealed Himself through His Son. Part 3 will explore ways we can experience the God who isn’t hidden after all. Finally, in part 4, we’ll look at shadows that obscure God and may seem to hide His face from us.

Let the journey begin.
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1
Evidence for God


The heavens declare the glory of God;
And the firmament shows His handiwork.
PSALM 19:1



Two little droplets of water are next to each other at the Continental Divide. One trickles east, the other west. In a moment they’re an inch apart, then a foot apart. It isn’t long before they’re a mile apart. Eventually they’re a continent apart—thousands of miles.

So it is with the difference between belief in God and unbelief.

More key beliefs flow from the following question than from any other issue: is there a God or not? Why is that question so pivotal? Because belief in God, or disbelief in Him, is the starting point of all faith systems. Even atheism is a faith system. Atheism is based on certain assumptions; so also is theism. Neither assumption can be proved, but as we’ll see later, there’s far more evidence for God than against Him.

If you believe the world essentially created itself, that’s a far different starting point than believing in a self-sufficient Supreme Being who always was, is, and ever will be. In essence, the question is, is God self-sufficient and always existing, or is the universe self-sufficient and always existing? Where you start from virtually always determines where you’ll end up.

The Bible says, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’ ” (Psalms 14:1; 53:1). Every culture, every tribe, and every nation has an idea about God. Everyone knows God exists. But some people foolishly suppress that fact.
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Through most of the last century, the very idea that any God exists was under an increasingly relentless attack, so much so that the twentieth century has been called the century of atheism. That trend has continued into this century and the new millennium. So let’s look at the evidence for God’s existence.

THE CORE QUESTION

Is there a God, or is there not? In its importance, that question eclipses all others that humanity might ask.

The late Dr. Mortimer J. Adler was a philosopher and the editor in chief of The Great Books of the Western World, sixty volumes of the greatest writings of the greatest minds in Western history. These volumes go all the way back to the best of the ancient Greek writers and continue through writers of modern times. Dr. Adler wrote that “with the exception of certain mathematicians and physicists,” almost all the authors in the Great Books deal in some way with the subject of God. “The reason,” he said, “is obvious”:


More consequences for thought and action follow the affirmation or denial of God than the answering of any other basic question. The whole tenor of human life is affected by whether men regard themselves as the supreme being in the universe, or acknowledge a superhuman being whom they conceive of as an object of fear or love and a force to be defied, or a Lord to be obeyed.1



Whether a person believes in God will make more difference than anything else in his thoughts, his life, and his eternal destiny.

A number of years ago I was a guest on televisions The Merv Griffin Show. We were talking about prayer in schools, and Griffin said, “What good is a couple of minutes of prayer going to do, anyway? What difference does it make?” It makes a great deal of difference, if one believes in God. When one prays or a class of students prays, they’re affirming that a higher authority than the state controls the schools. The state doesn’t like that, and secular man doesn’t like that, but the students are acknowledging there’s a God.

Does it really make any difference?

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES

The entire tenor of our lives will be completely affected by the answer we give to this profound question: is there a God? It has been asked for countless centuries, not only by scholars and educators, but even by children, who have some interesting ways of asking it. Take this letter, for example:


Dear God,

Are you real? Some people don’t believe it. If you are you better do something quick.

Harriet Ann2



Or this from a young but cautious skeptic:


Dear Mr. God,

How do you feel about people who don’t believe in you? Somebody else wants to know.

A friend,

Neil3



Or this from Charlene:


Dear God,

How did you know you were God?4



Only a child would think of that.

TWO REVOLUTIONS

So much depends on whether we believe in God. As I have said, there was a massive effort in the twentieth century to do away with belief in God. But the times they are achangin’. The tide is turning. There’s a shift in the wind.

The pillars of secularism, atheism, and materialism are crumbling from a two-pronged attack. First, they’re crumbling from the advance of the gospel as it is proclaimed by tens of millions of Christians all over the world, and people are being converted to Christ in astronomically increasing numbers. Second, at the highest intellectual levels, increasing numbers of minds are realizing that all this secularism, all this atheism, and all this materialism have been dead wrong.

One scientist, Dr. James Reid, in his book God, the Atom, and the Universe, puts it this way:


Science is preparing a surprise for mankind. At least it will be a surprise for those who have doubts about the Bible and its God. It will also come as a surprise for those who are laboring under the misapprehension that science has undermined the Bible. In fact, it may even shock some scientists, who may be startled to find that their newly uncovered facts, or accepted theory, provide still another link in the chain of evidence that is showing that the facts of the universe support the Bible’s statements—including creation.5



He goes on to say that for years he endeavored unsuccessfully to find support for the Bible in science under the Newtonian concepts of physics. However, he noted how Newtonian concepts have given way to the whole idea of quantum physics—quantum theory, quantum mechanics—which has totally transformed the scientific world. Now he’s discovering that true science supports the statements of the Scripture. That’s encouraging.

The evidence for this is ironic. The two great revolutions that tended to turn mankind away from God have been, first, the Copernican revolution in astronomy, which began five hundred years ago, and, second, the Darwinian revolution in biology, which began in the eighteen hundreds.

Copernicus discovered that the Earth was not the center of the universe. The Bible doesn’t teach that the Earth is the center of the universe, but Ptolemy had taught that the Earth was the center of the solar system and that all the planets, the sun, and the stars revolved around it. This had been accepted as fact by the Catholic Church (to their great embarrassment later).

Copernicus came to realize this wasn’t the case. In fact, he revealed that the Earth moved around the sun, as did the rest of the planets, and that the stars didn’t revolve around the Earth either. Eventually humanity came to realize the Earth is a rather small planet on the fringes of a rather insignificant galaxy known as the Milky Way Therefore the idea that people held a significant position in the universe began to slide downhill.
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It was indeed a steep slide. People like the late Stephen Jay Gould of Harvard, an evolutionist and atheist, have pointed out that humanity has no more significance than an “accidental twig.”6 In other words, we’re of no significance at all. This is the final fruit of the Copernican revolution as far as unbelievers are concerned.

But recall again what the Bible tells us: “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’ ” (Psalms 14:1; 53:1). And this: “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh” (2:4).

I find a rather delicious irony here. In 1973 the five hundredth anniversary of the birth of Copernicus was celebrated. At that time unbelieving scientists celebrated the Copernican revolution, and what they were celebrating was the demise of mankind and, more importantly, the demise of God. Although Copernicus himself was a Christian believer, his cause has been embraced by unbelievers who mistakenly think the Polish astronomer decimated the biblical understanding of the universe. (As I say, he did prove false the Ptolemaic view but not the scriptural view.)

At that 1973 celebration in Krakow, Poland, where Copernicus was born, one of those present was a highly reputed astrophysicist from the University of Oxford, Professor Brandon Carter. He had been invited to read a scientific paper on that occasion. In it, he noted his recent discovery of certain strange and almost inexplicable things in the world of particle physics and astronomy that he didn’t quite know what to do with. Why? Because they all seemed to indicate that our world—indeed the whole universe—had been constructed and maintained for a purpose. That purpose was the bringing out, in due time, of intelligent life on this planet—namely, mankind.

To evolutionists, purpose is among the dirtiest of words. In their minds everything is merely an accident, the accidental concatenation of certain amino acids in an ancient and primordial slime that led to human beings. There’s no purpose or teleology—an end to anything. In contrast, as Christians we believe God created the world and humanity for a purpose. This idea is anathema to the unbeliever.

But Professor Carter noted such things as consistent symmetry in the mathematical equation for gravity and the fact that if the mass of the proton were just a fraction larger or smaller, the entire solar system would collapse. All these things, he said, point to the fact that somehow this universe appears to have been designed for mankind. He called this the Anthropic Principle. Anthropos is the Greek word for “man.” The Anthropic Principle, therefore, is the “man” principle. So at the five hundredth anniversary of the Copernican revolution, when the final spike was being driven into the significance of man, the Anthropic Principle was born.

The discoveries noted by Professor Carter have been followed by scores of discoveries from other scientists, like a snowball turning into an avalanche. Today virtually no scientist can deny the Anthropic Principle—the fact that this world was made with a purpose and that purpose was mankind. For example, two brilliant scientists, Guillermo Gonzalez and Jay Richards, who embrace intelligent design, have written a book, The Privileged Planet, documenting how Earth has been uniquely positioned to sustain human life.7

Though human beings may not geographically be in the center of the universe, we’re in the center of God’s heart, and He made all of the universe for us.

Truly it is the fool who has said there is no God.

You probably learned in school about the nebular hypothesis concerning the formation of the solar system. The hypothesis was set forth by Pierre Simon Laplace, a notable scientist and astronomer who wrote a five-volume work on “celestial mechanics” and whose knowledge of the mechanics of the universe was absolutely encyclopedic. I wonder how many of us ever heard the following quote from Laplace. (I never did.) Listen to this: “The proof in favor of an intelligent God as the author of creation stands as infinity to unity against any other hypothesis of ultimate causation.”8
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In other words, the odds that God created the world are infinitely high, compared to essentially zero. It isn’t possible to give a greater contrast than infinity to unity—from an infinite number to zero. Pierre Simon Laplace said it is infinitely more probable that a set of writing implements thrown promiscuously against a huge parchment would produce Homer’s Iliad than that the creation originated by any cause other than God.9

Sir James Jeans, one of the greatest astronomers of modern times, said that the more he studied the universe, the more the universe seemed to him to be one gigantic thought of a great mathematician. It has meaning, symmetry, and reason.10

Many other factors have also shown the teleology, or purpose, of the world in which we live. Some of them are more commonplace than the ones now being discovered in these esoteric realms of particle physics and astronomy. But just consider some rather close, down-to-earth concepts—like the moon. We all look at the moon, admire the moon, sing about the moon. The moon in June brings out tunes and all that, but what does the moon really mean to us?

If there were no moon, there would be no you. For the moon is God’s maid for Earth. It cleans up the oceans with its tides. Without those tides and without the moon, all our shores and all our bays would be filled with billions of tons of garbage and debris. The highest-priced real estate would be as far from a seashore as you could get, especially the leeward shore.

Furthermore, the moon mixes the atmosphere. Just as it works on the sea, it works on the atmosphere and mixes oxygen into the water as the waves break on the shore. Upon that aerated water depends the life of the sea’s plankton, which provides the basis of the ground level of the whole food chain, without which we all would die. The moon, which just “accidentally” happens to be there, also just “accidentally” happens to be the right size and the right distance from the Earth for these things to happen as they do.

Consider our atmosphere further. It’s made of 78 percent nitrogen, 21 percent oxygen, and 1 percent of a few other things. Think about the nitrogen for a moment. Most of our atmosphere is nitrogen. Nitrogen, when mixed with almost anything, becomes poisonous to us. Happily, atmospheric nitrogen is extraordinarily inert. It doesn’t mix with much of anything. That’s good … or is it? Without nitrogen there would be no plants. So how did God get the nitrogen to mix into the soil for the plants to feed on without mixing it into the air we breathe, which would kill us? By having a hundred thousand strokes of lightning every day around the globe. The lightning alters molecular atmospheric nitrogen into compounds like ammonia and nitrates, which are carried to the ground by rain. That system produces a hundred million tons of nitrogen plant food every year and keeps this world going. So the next time you’re startled by a bolt of lightning, stop and think: were it not for that, you wouldn’t be alive for long.

How little we think about what God has done and continues to do every day for our lives.

Consider the matter of dust, the greatest bane to a person with allergies. It causes sneezing and runny eyes and many other uncomfortable things. It’s a pain in the neck to people who like to keep their homes or offices clean. The next time you dust a table or desk or bookshelf, I hope you’ll thank God for it. If it weren’t for dust, you wouldn’t be alive. Why is that?

Let’s look at two things dust does. One is merely cosmetic. If you go twenty-five miles straight up into the atmosphere, there’s no dust. But there’s also no blue sky. It’s pitch black. It’s the effect of dust on light in our atmosphere that makes the sky blue. We wouldn’t be able to sing songs about the blue skies were it not for dust. Have you ever noticed pictures taken on the moon? It has black skies.

But dust does something more important: every drop of rain contains eight million tiny droplets of water, and each of those eight million droplets of water is wrapped around a tiny speck of dust. If it weren’t for dust, it would never rain. If it never rained, this whole world would turn into a Sahara desert, and all of us would die. So thank God the next time you dust your table or even sneeze.

I could go on and on. It’s almost endless the way God has provided this nest for His creatures and maintains it and cares for it century after century, because He’s the God who works all things for our good. How marvelous, indeed, He is.

CONCLUSION

The story is told of Athanasius
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