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A simple how-to-book on Witchcraft Magic and Spell casting

By Raven Coyne

Introduction:  When I started my 35-year love affair with witchcraft, I threw circles in my yard all the time.  Of course in these rituals, I sprinkled salt around the outside of the circle to purify the ‘magic space’.  Looking back I’d say I used one carton of Morton’s Salt per circle which lead in the following year to a dead lawn in my back yard.  Thinking back on my start I realize how woefully unprepared I was to be a witch. I decided that this faith made sense to me, and I believe in the power of magic. But, and this is a big but! I had no idea what I was doing. Back then teachers were thin on the ground and so I sort of winged it in the beginning, mixing real witchcraft with movies, TV, song lyrics, and whatever my witchy friends told me.  That’s what this short book is all about. Beginner's Guide to Witchcraft is a primer to get you started on the path to witchcraft or simply to follow the pagan belief system. See Major Sabbaths This book is not intended to answer every question or explain every nuance of witchcraft, but it will give you a solid foundation from which to build from.

How to use this book:  Read through the book the first time and absorb as much as you can of the information herein.  Next, refer to specific chapters when needed. In the back of the book are several websites and reference works to provide support and further answers to your questions.
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What is a Witch?
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The first question to answer is: what is a witch?  And while this question may conjure up images of old crones riding brooms in the moonlight, real witches tend to look just like everyone else.  So what sets a witch apart? A belief in two major elements: the divinity of the universe and magic.  Both will be explained in detail in this book.
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Rules to Live By
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Witchcraft does not come with ‘ten sacred laws’ or dozens of parables that one must abide by to be a ‘good witch’. We do however have four simple principles that help guide our thoughts and actions, including the casting of magic. These are:


1)  The Wiccan Rede: An it harm none do what thy wilt.

2)  The Three Fold Law: What I do will return to me THREE FOLD (i.e. three times greater).

3)  Live Within Reality:  Witches acknowledge and operate within the essential opposites that make up the universe.

4)  Common Sense: Witches use common sense as their guide to all decisions and actions most especially in matters magical.


The first appeal to me about witchcraft was the wonderful simplicity of its belief system: four very basic guidelines that make up what we should and should not do. Are they always and rigorously applied by every witch? One would like to think so, but after all, witches are human like everyone else and imperfect. But certainly, it’s easier to apply and live by four basic principles than an entire book!
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The Universe
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“THE UNIVERSE IS EVERYTHING that ever was, is, or will be”—Dr. Carl Sagan.

The Universe:  The universe by its very existence is divine. There is no need for a ‘creator’ of the universe because the universe itself is THE creative force that makes reality.   At the heart of all witchcraft is a shamanistic belief that the Earth is divine. Our ancient forefathers across the globe understood this and they created belief systems that worshipped the magic of existence and helped explained many of the cycles and events in nature that they did not understand.  As they observed human behavior they also saw patterns in nature that seemed more ‘male’ or more ‘female’.  Later in some cultures, these cycles and events were given as the responsibility of various gods and goddesses.  

The universe uses four major elements that make up everything: 

●Air

●Earth

●Fire

●Water

These natural elements are present in all our magical workings.

Essential Opposites:  The universe is made up of essential opposites: creation and destruction, light and dark, hot and cold, life and death. Witches recognize and use these opposites to create magic. We understand that some magic requires moonlight, others sunlight. Some spells tap into male energy or female energy. The result of some spells will be good others bad etc.

The most important opposite that must exist is: Male and Female (for humans at least). As sexual creatures we humans tend to think of aspects of the universe in terms of male and female. Taking a cue from the traditional Judeo based religions we have reduced the pantheon of gods and goddesses to just two.

Balance:  Witches understand that keeping the opposites in balance is necessary for life, happiness, health, and magic.  We understand that over balancing one say: Love or Revenge will cause the three fold law to manifest that element upon us THREE TIMES greater. “Too much love?” I hear you ask. Yes! People do complain of ‘being smothered’ by their lover. “Too much happiness? Is that even a thing?” Yes! Things might become so pleasant and regular in your life you start looking for trouble just to ‘feel’ something. Witches attempt to keep things in balance. This is a tough balancing act and only practice will help you get it right. Magic is used to help create or maintain that balance.
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The God (Horned One)

[image: image]


[image: Symbol of the God BLUE.png]

THE GOD OR THE HORNED One:  Often represented as a powerful and virile man with the antlers of a deer. This is the modern take on Northern European traditions. The God is also represented as the sun, and day time is his province. Spells dedicated or using the aspects of the god should be cast in daylight.  The God represents the male aspects of the universe such as:

Ambition

Anger

Brashness

Commanding

Confidence

Death

Destruction

Domineering

Logical

Lust

Sarcasm

Sex

Violence

Virility

Warlike

Work

Traditional religions (Christian/Jewish/Muslim) have forsaken the feminine aspects of the universe and allowed for only one MALE god.
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The God or Horned One
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The Goddess (Earth Mother)
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THE GODDESS IS REPRESENTED by the phases of the moon from crescent to full to crescent or a pregnant woman with no arms or legs and oversized breasts. These symbols are taken from Northern European tradition.  The Goddess’s province is night. Magic that is dedicated to the goddess should be cast only at night.  The Goddess represents the feminine aspects of the universe:

Affected

Creativity

Deceiving

Gossip

Inquisitiveness 

Intuition

Kind

Life

Love

Maternal

Mystery

Quibbling

Self Doubt

Spirituality

Subtly

Superficial

Sympathetic

Thoughtful

Modern pagan and Wiccan tradition have erred in the opposite direction of traditional religion by ignoring or making minor the God and venerating only the Goddess and her virtues.

Divine Balance:  When worshipping or using The God and Goddess in your magic make sure to approach both with equal respect.
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The Goddess

MUST YOU WORSHIP DEITIES To Be A Witch?: NO! Some witches worship Gods or Goddesses taken from ancient pantheons such as the Greeks or Egyptians. Some witches use only the modern interpretations of the God or Goddess and some worship and utilize only the universe itself. Often you will find that witches use a combination of all three of these interpretations depending on the magic needed or needs of the witch at the time.  The key here is the symbolism of the God, the Goddess, the Universe, or the Earth.
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Devil Worship
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JUDEO/CHRISTIAN/MUSLIM tradition has cast witchcraft into the shadows by claiming we are worshipping their personifications of evil.  This has been a hard perception to break as these religions have had 2000 years of propaganda to pound this into people’s heads. But a little common sense can dispel this rather easily: To worship the Devil you would have to believe in a Judeo/Christian/Muslim god and believe; at least in part; their religions. 

We witches have our own belief system and do not have an Allah, Yahweh, Christ, or Devil.  We DO NOT believe there is an ultimate evil boogeyman, and if we give ourselves to him/her or their sales agents we will be given the power to create magic. 

Magic is created by the creative energy of the universe. We witches channel that energy and with it, we manifest those things we need, desire, or are requested to manifest for others. Our tools are natural and taken from the elements that make up the universe.
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