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			What is a country?

			A homeland, a nation?

			What is a border?

			Is it a river, an ocean, a line on a map?

			One in every 122 humans on earth is a refugee, 
displaced person, or asylum-seeker.

			What does it mean to be from a place?

			Or to be foreign?

			To belong, to not belong.

			You’re born where you’re born.

			Forest or desert, mountain or coast.

			A house, a hut, a tent.

			A shelter. A refugee camp.

			One in every 122 humans has no place.

			Where did you come from?

			What body, what people?

			Who holds you there?

			Whose mouth speaks your language?

			How did I get here?

			How did you get there?
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			Of the 60 million forcibly displaced people

			in the world, almost 80 percent are women

			and children. They leave their homes,

			cities, and countries due to war,

			violence, discrimination, hunger,

			environmental catastrophe.

			Immigrant. Refugee.

			Migrant. Homeless.

			Placeless. Stateless. Human.

			They’ve fled Eastern Europe,

			Northern Africa, the Middle East,

			South Sudan, Central America.

			Over fences, underground.

			Facing soldiers, police, militias. 
Smugglers, traffickers, border patrol.

			Seeking safety, food, education. 
Asylum, acceptance, citizenship.

			Escaping from Burma, Syria, Afghanistan, Eritrea.

			Mexico, Somalia, Turkey, Ukraine. Guatemala, Iraq.

			A world without war, a night without

			bombs, a school without guns, a day without

			gangs. A chance. A home.

			A life.

			They say good-bye to friends,

			families, schools, and jobs, and set

			out in the hope that somewhere,

			somehow, they will find a new

			place. Sometimes they leave with

			their entire families; sometimes husbands

			and fathers have been

			lost to war, to fighting.

			Millions of mothers walk in the cold

			dark, babies on backs and children

			in arms.
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			They soothe them in

			boats as they cross

			black seas, sing

			lullabies in tents in

			dangerous camps.

			They flee while

			pregnant, give birth on

			roads, cradle new hope.

			They keep going.

			Will they turn her away?

			Is there room on the land?

			In our hearts?

			Forced out of Ireland, Congo,

			Germany, Cuba. Have to leave

			Palestine, Serbia, Vietnam,

			Cambodia.

			They pass babies over

			fences, into someone

			else’s hands.

			Send daughters across

			deserts, away from the

			wars they’re born into.

			Cross deserts and oceans

			to new lands.
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			And sometimes, they

			arrive at train stations and

			airports to eager crowds

			with shoes and coats.

			Meals and toys, diapers

			and books, signs that say

			Welcome in unfamiliar

			languages.

			Classrooms and books, the

			chance to dream, to have a

			future.

			What does it mean to help,

			to accept?

			To be a friend, a neighbor,

			a sister?

			No human being is illegal.

			Who belongs? Who helps?

			We do.

		

	
		MORE RAD WOMEN WORLDWIDE

		This book tells 40 stories from 30 countries. There are almost 200 countries in the world—it could easily be 40,000 stories! Here are 250 more rad women from all over the world for you to check out:

		

		AFGHANISTAN

		Tahmina Kohistani

		Olympic Athlete

		Malalai Joya

		Writer and Activist

		ALBANIA

		Urani Rumbo

		Teacher and Playwright

		ALGERIA

		Dahia al-Kahina

		Resistance Leader

		Assia Djebar

		Filmmaker

		ANGOLA

		Nzingha

		Queen

		ANTIGUA

		Jamaica Kincaid

		Writer

		ARGENTINA

		Eva Perón

		Politician

		Maria Lugones

		Philosopher

		ARMENIA

		Hayganush Mark

		Poet and Author

		Zabel Yesayan

		Novelist

		AUSTRALIA

		Layne Beachley

		Surfer

		Oodgeroo Noonuccal

		Poet

		Doris Pilkington Garimara

		Author

		AUSTRIA

		Hedy Lamarr

		Actor and Inventor

		Anna Freud

		Psychiatrist

		Rosa Welt-Straus

		Women’s Rights Activist

		BAHRAIN

		Ruqaya Al-Ghasra

		Olympic Athlete

		BANGLADESH

		Begum Rokeya

		Feminist Social Worker

		Pritilata Waddedar

		Revolutionary

		BELARUS

		Svetlána Alexiévich

		Investigative Journalist

		BELGIUM

		Alexandra David-Néel

		Spiritualist and Adventurer

		Diane von Fürstenberg

		Fashion Designer

		Luce Irigaray

		Philosopher

		BERMUDA

		Dame Lois Browne-Evans

		Lawyer and Politician

		BOLIVIA

		Silvia Lazarte

		Indigenous Leader

		Bartolina Sisa

		Resistance Fighter

		Julieta Paredes

		Activist and Organizer

		BOSNIA

		Jasmila Žbanic´

		Filmmaker

		BOTSWANA

		Unity Dow

		Judge and Human Rights Activist

		BRAZIL

		Bertha Lutz

		Zoologist, Feminist, and Politician

		Ana Néri

		Nurse

		Isabel

		Princess

		Leticia Bufini

		Skateboarder

		BULGARIA

		Dimitrana Ivanova

		Women’s Rights Activist

		BURMA

		Wai Wai Nu Rohingya

		Activist and Political Prisoner

		BURUNDI

		Ketty Nivyabandi

		Poet and Activist

		CAMBODIA

		Ros Sereysothea

		Singer

		Indradevi

		Queen

		CANADA

		Kenojuak Ashevak

		Artist

		Anna Mae Aquash

		Activist

		Roberta Bondar

		Astronaut

		Manon Rhéaume

		Hockey Player

		CAPE VERDE

		Cesária Évora

		Singer

		CHILE

		Gabriela Mistral

		Poet

		Isabel Allende

		Author

		Ana Tijoux

		Rapper

		María Teresa Ruiz

		Astronomer

		CHINA

		Zheng Shih

		Pirate

		Dowager Cixi

		Empress

		Jin Xing

		Dancer

		Dr. Flossie Wong-Staal

		Molecular Biologist

		COLOMBIA

		Gaitana

		Rebellion Leader

		COSTA RICA

		Emma Gamboa

		Educator

		Pancha Carrasco

		Soldier

		CUBA

		Alicia Alonso

		Ballerina

		Ana Mendieta

		Artist

		Ana Betancourt

		Activist

		Lydia Cabrera

		Anthropologist

		CZECH REPUBLIC

		Božena Némcová

		Writer

		Martina Navratilova

		Tennis Player

		Bertha von Suttner

		Nobel Peace Prize Winner

		DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

		Neema Namadamu

		Disability and Women’s Rights Activist

		DENMARK

		Lili Elbe

		Transgender Artist

		DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

		The Mirabal Sisters

		Political Activists

		ECUADOR

		Matilde Hidalgo

		Activist and Politician

		EGYPT

		Neithhotep

		First Queen

		Nawal El Saadawi

		Writer

		Doria Shafik

		Feminist Leader

		Umm Kulthum

		Singer

		ENGLAND

		Boudica

		Queen

		Aphra Behn

		Playwright

		Cecilia Payne

		Astronomer

		Jane Marcet

		Chemist

		ETHIOPIA

		Taytu Betul

		Queen

		FIJI

		Virisila Buadromo

		Activist and Leader

		FINLAND

		Tove Jansson

		Artist and Writer

		Rosina Heikel

		Gynecologist and Midwife

		FRANCE

		Christine de Pizan

		Medieval Author

		Olympe de Gouges

		Feminist Author

		Agnès Varga

		Filmmaker

		Claude Cahun

		Artist

		THE GAMBIA

		Fatou Bensouda

		Lawyer

		GERMANY

		Emmy Noether

		Mathematician

		Dr. Ruth Pfau

		Nun and Leprosy Doctor

		Fanny Mendelssohn

		Composer

		Hannah Arendt

		Philosopher

		GHANA

		Yaa Asantewaa

		Warrior Queen

		GREECE

		Aspasia

		Writer and Teacher

		Cynisca

		First Olympic Athlete

		Sappho

		Poet

		Kallirhoe Parren

		Women’s Rights Activist

		GUAM

		Cecilia Cruz Bamba

		Senator and Organizer

		Clotilde “Ding” Castro Gould

		Storyteller

		GUATEMALA

		Rigoberta Menchuā

		Indigenous Activist

		María Josefa García Granados

		Journalist

		HAITI

		Edwidge Danticat

		Writer

		Anacaona

		Chief

		Yvonne Sylvain

		Doctor

		HONDURAS

		Elvia Alvarado

		Human Rights Activist

		HUNGARY

		Margit Slachta

		Social Activist

		Ilona Zrínyi

		Freedom Fighter and Countess

		ICELAND

		Björk Guðmundsdóttir

		Musician

		Bríet Bjarnhéðinsdóttir

		Women’s Rights Activist

		Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir

		Former Prime Minister

		INDIA

		Arundhati Roy

		Author

		Vandana Shiva

		Environmentalist

		Sampat Pal Devi

		Women’s Rights Advocate

		Mary Kom

		Boxer

		INDONESIA

		Cut Nyak Dhien

		Guerrilla Leader

		Kartini

		Educator and Feminist

		Megawati Sukarnoputri

		Politician

		Ayu Utami

		Writer

		IRAN

		Táhirih

		Poet and Mystic

		Shirin Ebadi

		Lawyer and Activist

		Shirin Neshat

		Filmmaker

		Maryam Mirzakhani

		Mathematician

		IRAQ

		Nazik Al-Malaika

		Poet

		Zaha Hadid

		Architect

		IRELAND

		Bernadette Devlin

		Politician

		Mairead Maguire

		Peace Activist

		Anna Haslam

		Suffragist

		ISRAEL

		Amal Elsana Alh’jooj

		Bedouin Activist

		Ada Yonath

		Chemist

		ITALY

		Catherine of Siena

		Saint and Scholar

		Sofonisba Anguissola

		Painter

		Francesca Caccini

		Composer

		Rita Levi-Montalcini

		Neurologist

		JAMAICA

		Stafanie Taylor

		Cricket Player

		Mary Seacole

		Nurse

		Grace Jones

		Singer

		JAPAN

		Yayoi Kusama

		Artist

		Tazuko Sakane

		Filmmaker

		Murasaki Shikibu

		First Novelist

		Tomoe Gozen

		Samurai

		JORDAN

		Fadia Faqir

		Novelist

		KENYA

		Tegla Loroupe

		Olympic runner and Humanitarian

		KIRIBATI

		Teresia Teaiwa

		Poet and Scholar

		KOREA

		Seondeok

		Queen

		Yoo Kwan-soon

		Independence Leader

		Na Hye-sok

		Feminist Poet and Artist

		KUWAIT

		Fatima Al Qadiri

		Musician

		LEBANON

		Nazira Zain al-Din

		Feminist Writer

		Fairouz

		Musician

		LIBERIA

		Angie Elizabeth Brooks

		Diplomat and Judge

		Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

		President

		MADAGASCAR

		Gisèle Rabesahala

		Politician

		MALAWI

		Memory Banda

		Teenage Activist

		Joyce Banda

		President

		MALAYSIA

		Che Siti Wan Kembang

		Queen

		Nicol David

		Athlete

		MALI

		Aoua Kéita

		Independence Activist

		MEXICO

		Comandanta Ramona

		Indigenous Zapatista Leader

		Concha Michel

		Musician and Folklorist

		Lydia Cacho

		Journalist

		Graciela Iturbide

		Photographer

		MONGOLIA

		Khutulun

		Athlete and Warrior

		Mandukhai Khatun

		Queen

		MOROCCO

		Fatema Mernissi

		Sociologist

		NEPAL

		Puspa Basnet

		Social Worker

		Pasang Lhamu Sherpa

		Mountaineer

		NETHERLANDS

		Frieda Belinfante

		Conductor and Dutch Resistance Member

		Corrie ten Boom

		Holocaust Rescuer

		Aletta Henriëtte Jacobs

		Inventor and Doctor

		Judith Leyster

		Painter

		Hannie Schaft

		Resistance Fighter

		NEW ZEALAND

		Jane Campion

		Filmmaker

		Dame Whina Cooper

		Māori Leader

		Parris Goebel

		Hip-Hop Choreographer

		NICARAGUA

		Nora Astorga

		Guerrilla Fighter and U.N. Ambassador

		NIGERIA

		Amina Sukhera

		Warrior

		Margaret Ekpo

		Women’s Rights Activist and Politician

		Nana Asma’u

		Princess and Poet

		NORWAY

		Katti Anker Møller

		Reproductive Rights Advocate

		Liv Ullmann

		Film Director

		PAKISTAN

		Benazir Bhutto

		Prime Minister

		Begum Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan

		Politician and Economist

		Fatima Jinnah

		Stateswoman and Dental Surgeon

		PALESTINE

		Fadwa Tuqan

		Poet

		Tarab Abdul Hadi

		Feminist Activist

		Wafaa Khater

		Physicist

		PERU

		Flora Tristan

		Feminist Writer

		Micaela Bastidas Puyucahua

		Independence Hero

		Sofía Mulánovich

		Surfer

		Albina Ruiz Rios

		Environmental Activist

		PHILIPPINES

		Corazon Aquino

		President

		Gabriela Silang

		Freedom Fighter

		Dr. Encarnacion A. Alzona

		Historian

		POLAND

		Rosa Luxemburg

		Politician

		Wanda Rutkiewicz

		Mountain Climber

		Tamara Łempicka

		Artist

		Krystyna Krahelska

		Poet

		PORTUGAL

		Isabella

		Queen

		Maria Isabel Barreno

		Feminist Writer

		PUERTO RICO

		María Luisa Arcelay

		Politician

		Lolita Lebrón

		Revolutionary

		Carlota Matienzo Román

		Teacher

		ROMANIA

		Nadia Coma˘neci

		Gymnast

		Herta Müller

		Novelist

		RUSSIA

		Pussy Riot

		Punk Band

		Sofia Kovalevskaya

		Mathematician

		Anna Akhmatova

		Poet

		Valentina Tereshkova

		Astronaut

		SAUDI ARABIA

		Haifaa al-Mansour

		Filmmaker

		Wajeha Al-Huwaider

		Activist

		SCOTLAND

		Anna Munro

		Suffragist

		Elsie Inglis

		Doctor

		Victoria Drummond

		Marine Engineer

		SERBIA

		Marina Abramovic´

		Artist

		SIERRA LEONE

		Adelaide Casely-Hayford

		Educator and Writer

		SOMALIA

		Hawa Aden Mohamed

		Social Activist

		Asha Haji Elmi

		Politician

		SOUTH AFRICA

		Winnie Mandela

		Activist and Politician

		Lillian Masediba Ngoyi

		Activist

		Ellen Kuzwayo

		Activist and Politician

		SOUTH SUDAN

		Margret Rumat Rumar Hassan

		Olympic Runner

		SPAIN

		Teresa Perales Fernández

		Olympic Athlete

		Margarita Salas

		Scientist

		Lucía Sánchez Saornil

		Anarchist Poet

		Remedios Varo Uranga

		Surrealist Painter

		SRI LANKA

		Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike

		Prime Minister

		Mathangi “Maya” Arulpragasam (M.I.A.)

		Singer and Activist

		SUDAN

		Emtithal Mahmoud

		Poet

		SWAZILAND

		Patricia McFadden

		Sociologist and Feminist

		SWEDEN

		Selma Lagerlöf

		Author

		Ellen Key

		Writer

		SWITZERLAND

		Marie Goegg-Pouchoulin

		Feminist Activist

		SYRIA

		Zenobia

		Queen

		Samar Yazbek

		Journalist

		THAILAND

		Suriyothai

		Queen

		TIBET

		Ani Pachen

		Warrior Nun

		TONGA

		Sālote Tupou III

		Queen

		TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

		Claudia Jones

		Activist and Journalist

		TURKEY

		Theodora

		Empress

		Fatma Aliye Topuz

		Novelist

		UNITED STATES

		Queen Weetamoo

		Native American Chief

		Ida B. Wells

		Journalist and Activist

		Audre Lorde

		Poet

		Sylvia Rivera

		Trans/Gay Rights Activist

		URUGUAY

		Delmira Agustini

		Poet

		UZBEKISTAN

		Elena Urlaeva

		Human Rights Activist

		VENEZUELA

		Luisa Cáceres de Arismendi

		War Heroine

		Teresa Carreño

		Pianist, Singer, Composer, and Conductor

		VIETNAM

		The Trung Sisters

		Military Leaders

		Sister Chân Không

		Peace Activist, and Spiritual Advisor

		WALES

		Sylvia Sleigh

		Painter

		YEMEN

		Tawakkol Abdel-Salam Karman

		Human Rights Activist and Journalist

		Fatima al-Aqel

		Disability Rights Activist

		ZIMBABWE

		Agnes Nyanhongo

		Sculptor

		Nehanda Charwe Nyakasikana

		Spiritual Leader
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		ABOUT THE AUTHORS

		Kate Schatz and Miriam Klein Stahl are the author and illustrator of Rad American Women A-Z. They live in the Bay Area and are both artists, educators, activists, and mothers.

		A NOTE FROM THE WRITER
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		As I researched and wrote this book, during the summer and fall of 2015, the world often felt like a scary and sad place. News of war, terrorism, gun violence, and human suffering was relentless. Far away in lands distant from my own, people fled war, desperate to find new homes; here on the streets of America, police gunned down young black boys. Politicians and terrorists stoked hatred. Bullets flew, and tears fell.

		It is no exaggeration to say that writing this book was a refuge for me. A reminder of the vast realities of historical suffering, and the enormous capacity for love and change. Every day I sought solace in the stories of these women whose lives were tragic and triumphant, inspiring and encouraging. When the forces of evil seemed to dominate the events of the world, these accounts reminded me that women have overcome, fought back, led, created, invented, achieved, and succeeded. We have climbed mountains, planted trees, crossed continents. We have protected land and language. We have always been there. And always will be.

		There’s a famous saying that “history is written by the victors.” I agree, but I’d also say that history is written by the writers—and I am one. And that’s why I’ve made you this book.

		

		

		
			A NOTE ON THE ART

			The papercut illustrations in this book were created by Miriam Klein Stahl, using paper, pencil, and an X-Acto knife.
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			A NOTE ON THE RESEARCH

			In this book we have done our best to be thorough and thoughtful with our research. Whenever possible we used primary sources, and always consulted a vast range of secondary and tertiary sources. Even though the stories are relatively short, we read a lot about each woman! We used books, and we used the Internet. We watched interviews and documentaries, and we listened to songs and albums. We consulted experts and locals, young people and elders, historians and feminists. Because we are based in the United States, and thus have a limited range of worldwide knowledge, we reached out to people from countries all over the world to get input and feedback on these stories. Many of the living women reviewed and approved their stories, and family members, scholars, and other trusted individuals reviewed many of the additional stories. We are so grateful to those people who read each story carefully to ensure cultural, regional, and historical accuracy.

			Throughout history, the stories of many legendary figures have been turned into just that—legends. It becomes hard to determine what is fact and what is fiction, especially when researching people who lived long, long ago, whose stories have been told and retold many times. It’s especially common for the life stories of women to become sensationalized; these accounts often include details intended to shock, surprise, or even scandalize. And to make stories extra-interesting, accuracy is often sacrificed as tales get retold. We’ve made every effort to present true, well-researched stories of real-life rad women.
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