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Chapter 1  Mathicracy
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There is a new people's power in town. It is called "Mathicracy". 

Mathitis is the Greek word for student and kratos is the Greek word for rule or power. If we put them together, it is "Mathicracy" or student power, much like democracy means people's rule or people power.
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Chapter 2  Student Power
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If one thinks about it carefully, the words “Student Power” seem to be an oxymoron because what power does a group of young people who are still learning the ways of the world has? 

The fact is that society has a special concern and a duty of care towards students, and all societies tend to give students a lot more leeway than to any other groups of people. They are the treasure of our society and they are our future. Students have power because they are cherished and loved just like our children.

But in reality, they are young and inexperienced, impressionable and impulsive, often idealistic and simple-minded, and are prone to jump to conclusions, especially if they are specially cultivated by manipulative adults with an agenda. In particular, younger students tend to look up to the more senior students and, as a group, they tend to over-simplify issues and act impulsively and emotionally based on their limited knowledge.

Students learned from their history lessons about how human society had progressed through the hard work and sacrifices of many remarkable personalities in the past. They therefore cannot help but become impressed by those heroics and learned to idolise these heroes of human history. They are motivated to emulate their idols. This is indeed their admirable quality.

But, just because so many in human history have sacrificed their lives through so much bloodshed to bring human society to its present stage of development should not mean that we need to fight in the same way to advance it further. Young people should learn from the violent history of humankind and understand that peace has to be treasured and safeguarded, and improvements can be made step-wise and peacefully. To protest violently and cause serious loss of life and property is unproductive, inefficient and regressive. It would be much better to use dialogue and peaceful means to resolve problems. 

Students in particular need to heed this call for peace and not insist on violent confrontation to secure justice and improvements. After all, they now have so many other ways available to them, including all the information technology and communication and social media methods, to air their views and grievances and seek the necessary changes. However, on the omnipresent and omnipotent social media, young people will really need to learn to be more civil and less confrontational, more deliberative and less judgmental, and more sympathetic and less hateful. They should behave more like students who learn, and less like teachers who dictate. They should have their youth and fun back. The should not allow a few self-righteous so-called student leaders, who are really accidental leaders thrown up by the inexperienced and largely carefree student population, to call the shots. The should not allow themselves to be made pawns and foot soldiers of seasoned political activists and conspirators.

They need to realise that freedom is not just the freedom to oppose and object. It is also the freedom to assist and to act responsibly. Insisting on getting what you demand politically and socially and how you want things to be done is not only unreasonable, it is bordering on the dictatorial and the coercive. Is that how young people aspire to live their lives?

When they abuse the privilege of freedom, and find themselves exiled voluntarily or involuntarily to a foreign country, they will face the reality that they cannot always get what they want wherever they go. Exiled to a foreign land of their choosing, they will then have to face the same injustices, discrimination and difficulties in their new country in accordance with the laws and customs of that country, whether those laws and customs are considered repressive or not. 

This must be a shocking wake-up call to these young people, and this outcome has already happened to a number of the so-called Hong Kong student freedom fighters and independence fighters.

In any case, instead of constantly fighting for their political rights and wrongs in the streets, wouldn't it be much better if these demonstrators spend their time and energy doing meaningful social work and providing tangible assistance to the poor and the disadvantaged in their own community? Don't they have poor neighbourhoods in their city or district where old people need help, young children need special tuition and youths need guidance?

Do they not know that even in the most perfect democratic countries, there will be injustice, inequality and poverty issues that needed fixing? And that fixing these problems doesn't have to be through irrational means that violate the rights of other people? 

Some young people in Hong Kong are talking about migrating to Taiwan before the end of the "one-country-two-systems" period in 2047 so as to escape the embrace of China. But are they aware that if they do not change their mindset, they will simply be leaving one type of political conflict to join another type of political infighting in Taiwan based on the local political culture and situations in Taiwan? Life is, as they say, not perfect wherever you go.
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Chapter 3  The Psychology of Student Power
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Student Power is a curious phenomenon because the term "Student Power" is really an anachronism. This curious term is supposed to imply that there is a very palpable power wielded by a group of young people who are still learning the ways of the world and are immature in both mind and body. They may be university students who are in their first few years at the university studying to be a teacher, a lawyer, an administrator, an accountant, a scientist, a doctor, a dentist, or even a professional artist. They may even be high school students who are just learning how to read well, write well, think logically, and do mathematics right. They all have much to learn and a long road ahead of them in building a career and a family. 

And yet some of them seem to think that they are ready to judge, ready to act, and ready to take their fight to the streets to get what they demand. But, are they really sure about what they want? And have they thought through all the issues and all the likely consequences? They seem so sure of themselves that they demand that others give them what they want, and they are prepared to do what it takes to get what they want.

Why do they think they know enough and are confident enough to wield the power of important political decisions and to change government policies according to their demands? Why do they think that the time has come for them to call the shots in public affairs?

Have they ever wondered why they are often able to get their way or are at least handled with kid gloves by the authorities, even when they behave badly? Well, if they think about it carefully, they will realise that adults normally treat them quite leniently because they are still thought of just like their own children, who are expected to make mistakes, and are still learning and exploring to fit into the world. They therefore can often be excused for doing something wrong.

Generally, the authorities and the police would give young people a lot of leeway before acting tough with them. Young people should not take the reluctance to use force on them as a sign of weakness of the adults or the authorities. They should understand that they are being given the benefit of the doubt in the hope that they may respond with some good sense and respect.

Unfortunately, some young people are so proud of themselves and so sure of themselves that they think it is their birth right to demand justice, equality, and compliance from others no matter what are the circumstances. They are often focusing only on one aspect of the matter while brushing aside all other considerations. 

It would seem that when you are young, you think everything is possible if you insist on it. Perhaps it is not unlike making your parents agree to what you want by throwing tanthrums and by acting naughty and uncontrollable. Perhaps it is the standard psychological game that all children play with their parents. Perhaps they know that parents will eventually yield to persistent demands and even blackmail from their children.

Perhaps they have not learned that life is like a chess game in which you need to have a clear and deliberate strategy to win and in which you need to always plan several moves ahead. Perhaps they do not realise that they need to constantly evaluate the positions of their chess pieces and to decide whether to move forward and attack or to pull back and defend. Perhaps they do not yet realise that if you make a wrong move, you will need to accept the consequences and maybe concede defeat. Perhaps they have yet to learn that it is OK to lose one game and then try again with a new game. Perhaps they should learn to accept defeat with grace. Perhaps they should learn to compromise and get a draw, instead of going for broke and getting checkmated. Perhaps they should try a new strategy so that they can have a better chance of winning the chess game of life.

Unfortunately, many students and young people do not think this way. They are impetuous and do not think far enough. They are easily swayed and inflamed by emotions and act like a herd in trying to get what they think is right or seems to be right. They have little patience to wait and to deliberate carefully before they act. They find acting as a group energising and exciting. All these are typical of the herd instinct from our primordial past.

Herd instinct is most pronounced in migratory animals like the buffalo and wildebeest. They move in large herds from pasture to pasture and waterholes. They rely on their herd instinct to survive under the threat of predators. When a few animals at the front start to run after perceiving danger, the nearest animals will follow quickly, and soon the whole herd will be stampeding together. This strategy has been crucial in their survival as a herd.

The way that students, young people and even adults behave in group action is not too different from the way herd instinct works. They find safety in numbers, they find comfort in moving as a group, they find camaraderie and friendship in their common cause, and they find purpose and happiness in their joint endeavours. This is particularly pronounced when they are excited by some shared social concerns or some seemingly noble objectives. In the case of students, such group actions are even more attractive and seductive because of their need and their desire to belong to a group.  

Whether what ensues is a peaceful social event or a violent mob action depends on how the participants are motivated and mobilised. Student protests and demonstrations can be easily hijacked by a small number of fervent activist students who are forceful and reckless
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