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In this moment of celebration and gratitude, I am deeply honored to recognize the exceptional voices featured in Crowning Glory: A Journey of Grace & Wisdom, an anthology created to commemorate both National Poetry Month and my 50th birthday. This collection is a testament to the creativity and insight that define poetry, and it beautifully encapsulates the year of G.R.A.C.E. 

I begin by spotlighting Cheryl Northern LeGrand, whose poetry captures profound emotions, and Charlotte Simon Rowson, whose work embodies strength and resilience. Cheniera Roberts Osbourne offers deeply thoughtful verses, while Daphne Hampton inspires with words that uplift and empower. Glendoria P Boyd ignites hope with her storytelling, and Kecia Bolden presents unmatched artistry through her poetry. 

We turn to Little "Unique" Parker, who gifts us with fresh perspectives and a unique style, and LaShai Ruckman, whose evocative imagery leaves a lasting imprint. Marcine M Moore captivates with her evocative prose, while Michelynn "Missy" Moss offers narratives that inspire transformation. Melanie M Johnson enriches her poetry with wisdom, and Milagros Romero adds depth with rich and layered expressions. 

Special recognition is given to Patrice Grimball for soulful reflections that resonate deeply, and to Ramogi, who inspires with thought-provoking ideas. Robert L Horton enhances each piece with vivid storytelling, while Rolanda T Pyle connects through touching and relatable works. Shanette Johnson offers powerful and poignant poetry, Shynen Saffron paints vivid images with words, Triveda Harris’s verses speak eloquently, and Teresa Ballentine illuminates pathways of grace and wisdom. 

Each poet's contribution to this anthology represents grace, resilience, artistry, courage, and empowerment. Their words are gifts to all who engage with them, providing insights and inspiration that echo throughout the pages. 

I extend my heartfelt thanks to each poet for their dedication and talent, which unite us all through the shared power of poetry. As we celebrate this collaborative achievement, we honor the spirit of poetry and storytelling that knows no boundaries. Thank you for being an integral part of this extraordinary journey of grace and wisdom. 
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TO MY DEAR SISTER, Carolyn Annette Martin, my second mom and beloved big sister, this is for you. You have been a constant source of love and support, always looking out for your little brother(RIP BIG SUG) and sister. Though you didn’t have to, you chose to be there for us, and for that, I am eternally grateful. In memory of our brother Quinn Germain Thomas, "Big Sug,” who is gone but will never forgotten, I cherish the bond we shared. 

If I could give you the world, I would, but since I can't, I want the world to know what you mean to me. Over the past 50 years, you have been my unwavering pillar, the one who believed in me when no one else did. You never judged me for my mistakes; instead, you wished me well and kept me in your prayers. I am thankful to God for blessing me with the privilege of being your little sister. 

Annette, thank you for always believing in me. I hope I have made you proud this far. Your love and guidance have been invaluable, and I am truly blessed to have you in my life. This dedication is just a small token of my appreciation for everything you have done and continue 

to do.  

To my beloved nieces and nephews, it is because of you that I pursue my passions with such dedication. You inspire me every day to strive for greatness and to be the best version of myself. Never let your fire go out—hold on to your dreams and know that if Auntie has done it, so can you. Your potential is limitless, and I believe in each of you wholeheartedly. Keep pushing forward, and know that I'm always here cheering you on. 
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dr. Kimberly thomas 


“Crowning Glory” A Journey of Grace and Wisdom, this title alone speaks volumes. For an individual to be crowned with glory, they have endured hardship as a good soldier, suffered and navigated through the trials of life and emerged victoriously. This anthology commemorates the 50th anniversary of the day a resilient, steadfast soldier was introduced to this world by the name of Angela Thomas Smith. Angela has seen many battles and weathered many storms. Her life has been and continues to be a testimony that magnifies the goodness and unending mercies of Jesus Christ.  

As a partner with Christ, Angela has experienced too many victories to ever allow defeat to have the last word.  Therefore, she continues day after day to press onward, determined to share her God given talents and abilities with the world. “Crowning Glory”, A Journey of Grace and Wisdom is an anthology with 20 likeminded poets and poetesses, who have loaned their thoughts and voices to this creative literary masterpiece.  

With a stroke of their pens, many of these contributors have given of themselves through the intricate details and luring words of the poems they have shared. Touching the lives of others merely by being their authentic and creative selves. While each of them hails from various parts of the world, living and working in different places, they all share a love for poetry. This book captures the essence of their hearts as they share words of wisdom poised by grace. As you stroll through the pages of this book, allow the words of each poem to come alive, and  envelop you.  
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APOSTLE DR. KIMBERLY Thomas's journey is one of profound impact and spiritual enlightenment. As the overseer of ministries spanning Tallahassee, Florida, and Ozark, Alabama, she not only leads but inspires—the guiding light for many seeking purpose and belonging. Her visionary work through Daughters and Sons of Destiny Outreach Ministries, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, has become a pivotal force for change, offering hope and direction to countless lives. 

This book, like all her endeavors, is a sanctuary of wisdom and encouragement. Whether she is weaving words as a published author or crafting poignant verses as a poetess with recognized works within the Library of Congress, Apostle Dr. Kimberly Thomas pours her spirit into each creation. Her words resonate, moving hearts and minds towards a higher understanding and renewed faith. 
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IN A WORLD WHERE THE quest for knowledge intertwines with the pursuit of enlightenment, "Crowning Glory: A Journey of Grace & Wisdom" stands as a beacon, illuminating the paths carved by thinkers, dreamers, and seekers of truth. This anthology gathers voices that resonate with the vibrancy of life’s experiences, reflecting the resilience and beauty inherent in the human spirit. 

The crown—an emblem of achievement, honor, and legacy—metaphorically rests upon those who venture into the realms of self-discovery and enlightenment. Each piece within this collection is a testament to the profound journey that encompasses both grace and wisdom, two forces that shape our perceptions and guide our actions. Through poetry, prose, and reflection, this book invites you to embark on a journey that transcends boundaries and challenges conventions. 

Grace, with its quiet strength and serene beauty, is the thread that weaves through these narratives, reminding us of the elegance found in compassion and the power of humility. Wisdom, its counterpart, offers insight and clarity, urging us to embrace knowledge and understanding as we navigate the complexities of life. 

In "Crowning Glory," you will meet a diverse array of voices, each contributing their unique perspective to the universal human experience. Whether it is the whisper of ancient truths or the bold declaration of new ideas, each contribution is a step on the journey, offering guidance, inspiration, and fellowship. 

As you turn the pages, may you find reflections of your own journey and echoes of your own aspirations. Let these stories and insights nurture your spirit, challenging and comforting you in equal measure. "Crowning Glory: A Journey of Grace & Wisdom" is more than a collection; it is an invitation to join a community of kindred spirits, united in the pursuit of truth and beauty. 

Welcome to a journey of enlightenment. Welcome to your crowning glory. 

––––––––
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A Crown Reforged 

In battles fierce, her spirit rose,  

Through shadowed valleys where darkness grows.  

Her heart a beacon, a guiding light,  

Queen Angela emerged from night.  With love she wields a royal crown,  A legacy built, no tear to drown.  

Survivor's strength in regal grace,  

A world transformed by her embrace.  
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