


  CHAPTER 1


  Education


  MANY PHYSICIANS WHO WERE VETERANS OF GETTYSBURG LOOKED BACK disparagingly on their earlier nineteenth-century education from the perspective of their twentieth-century medical knowledge. Serving in the field during the Civil War, they quickly realized how much they didn’t know and how much there was to learn about battlefield medicine. Assistant Surgeon Simon Baruch, 3rd South Carolina Battalion, admitted that he received his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia on March 6, 1862, “before ever treating a sick person or even having lanced a boil.”1 Only a few months later, as a newly commissioned assistant surgeon, he performed his first operation—an amputation following the technique he had learned from his professor, Charles Bell Gibson—and was commended by the supervising surgeon.2 The Civil War occurred in the years before new medical and scientific knowledge about germ theory, bacteria, and the use of antiseptics would revolutionize medical practice. Civil War surgeons, even those receiving the best education available, would not know the cause of infections until decades after the war. An 1860 graduate of the Ohio Medical College, Assistant Surgeon John Shaw Billings, 7th U.S., later explained:


 
    Twenty-eight years ago we had heard nothing of bacteria, antiseptic surgery was unknown, the clinical thermometer and the hypodermic syringe were just new fangled notions that had not come into use and that few of us had even seen. . . . In those days they taught us medicine as you teach boys to swim, by throwing them into the water.3




  RISE OF MEDICAL SCHOOLS


  The shortcomings of medical education in the United States were widely criticized throughout the nineteenth century by competing faculty members, graduates, students, and the public. In “Practical Essays on Medical Education” published in 1832, Daniel Drake, the founder of the Ohio Medical College, took medical education to task for the shortness of the term of study, the indifference of preceptors, the laxity of the examinations for a degree, the ungraded courses, and the bickering and quarreling among medical educators.4 Despite these acknowledged deficiencies, formal college instruction was still considered an improvement over the earlier system of training which was limited to a three-year apprenticeship with an individual physician. Apprentices were judged ready to begin a new career as a doctor, armed with a certificate or testimonial from the preceptor or some form of license issued by a medical society. In some rural areas the apprenticeship system continued well into the nineteenth century. A survey by Dr. Frank A. Ramsey in 1850 concluded that 62 percent of practicing physicians in Tennessee had no formal training in a “regular” medical college.5 Some surgeons at Gettysburg, like Surgeon Nathan Remington Tefft, 122nd New York Infantry, combined apprenticeship with some medical school courses. After completing a common school education Tefft worked as a teacher while he continued his studies at Lansingburgh Academy, near Troy, New York. He studied medicine from 1827 to 1831 under his brother Dr. Lake I. Tefft, in Marcellus, Onondaga County, New York, while he continued to teach during the winter terms to support himself. He then attended one course of lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York City during the winter of 1832–33 without completing a degree, and immediately obtained a diploma to practice medicine from the New York State Medical Society at the age of twenty-five.6


  By midcentury, licensing laws had been abandoned in most states and the primary credential available to a medical practitioner became a degree from a medical college. In Augusta, Georgia, the 1853 announcement advertised, “The Graduates of the Medical College of Georgia are entitled to practice Medicine in this state without licenses from the Medical Board.”7 The number of medical schools in America increased to meet the demand for medical degrees in order to practice medicine. The earliest medical college in the colonies was the Department of Medicine of the University of Pennsylvania in 1765, followed by the Medical Department of Columbia College in New York City in 1767, later affiliated with the College of Physicians and Surgeons (founded 1807). Following the Revolution, Harvard graduated its first medical class in 1783, and the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill organized a Medical Department in 1796. By 1825 there were twenty-one medical colleges in fifteen states and the District of Columbia and by 1840 that number had doubled and then doubled again in the next decade. Some schools lasted only a few years, others changed names and affiliations or broke away to form new schools. At the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, there were more than one hundred medical colleges representing various medical sects in twenty-six states and the District of Columbia.


  Of the physicians serving at Gettysburg, 96 percent of Union surgeons and 92 percent of Confederate surgeons either received an MD degree or took an equivalent course from a medical college.8 Those without documented medical college training may have taken courses without graduating, apprenticed to a physician, studied abroad, or attended a college whose records are no longer available. Those with medical school credentials attended at least seventy different medical schools from Boston to New Orleans and from Philadelphia to Keokuk, Iowa. Two Philadelphia schools, University of Pennsylvania and Jefferson Medical College, together account for 436 attendees or about one third of all the Gettysburg surgeons—Union, Confederate, contract, and volunteers. The University of Virginia had seventy-one Confederate attendees and New York University had sixty attendees among both Confederate and Union surgeons. Only six other schools in the South had more than ten students each among the Gettysburg Confederate surgeons. On the Union side, Harvard, Albany Medical College, and Columbia each had more than forty former students and University of Michigan had more than thirty. Seven surgeons studied at homeopathic colleges in Cleveland, Philadelphia, and St. Louis; ten surgeons had studied at eclectic colleges located in New York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Ohio; and three attended the hydropathic Hygeio-Therapeutic College of New York.9
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    Chemical Laboratory and Lecture Room, Medical Department, University of Pennsylvania. Wood engraving, J. G. Auner, printer 1840–43. Frontispiece of Robert Hare’s Compendium of the course of chemical instruction... Courtesy of National Library of Medicine


  EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION


  How well prepared were the doctors who went from the lecture halls of these medical schools to the field hospitals of the Civil War? Contrary to continued references to untrained or unprepared Civil War surgeons, the individuals who served at Gettysburg represent a remarkably well educated group of doctors. Samuel H. Stout, who served as medical director of hospitals of the Confederate Department and Army of Tennessee, recalled:



   When I attended lectures in Philadelphia more than half a century ago, the number of students in the two schools there (the University, and the Jefferson) was a little more than one thousand, more than half of whom were from the Southern States. Of these latter, a majority were bachelors of arts, or had received a classical education. The Southern States in the slaveholding sections were, therefore, prior to the war well supplied with educated and chivalrously honorable surgeons and physicians. Such were the men who served at the bedside and in responsible positions in the medical corps of the armies and navy of the Confederacy.10




  The same could be said for their counterparts in the Union army.


  Although there were no specified preliminary requirements to study medicine, students were expected to have “a good English Education.”11 Eli Geddings, a professor at the Medical College of South Carolina, considered “a good working knowledge of English, literature, geography, history (ancient and modern), elementary chemistry and physics, and a reading knowledge of Latin” as indispensable requirements.12 An analysis of the educational backgrounds of Castleton Medical College students in Maine provides a basis for comparison; of 2,700 students, 128 (4.7 percent) had a previous degree from a college of arts and about 170 (6.2 percent) had one or two years of college.13 The surgeons at Gettysburg appear to have had a somewhat better educational background than this sampling; 8.7 percent of Confederate and 12.7 percent of Union surgeons were graduates of four-year colleges and an additional 6.8 percent and 4.6 percent had some college training.14


  A college degree was not required to study medicine. The majority of students, both North and South, who did not attend college, generally prepared for medical school with a college preparatory education provided by one of the many local seminaries, academies, grammar schools, or preparatory programs of English and classical studies offered by four-year colleges. Surgeon Albert Brown Robinson, 10th Massachusetts, for example, attended Monson Academy, Monson, Massachusetts, before graduating from the University of Buffalo School of Medicine in 1859. The Annual Catalogue of Monson Academy for 1854 describes the school’s offerings, which were similar to other seminaries and academies at the time. The catalogue lists one hundred boarding students, both gentlemen and ladies, divided between an English Department and a Classical Department in which “studies pursued are those required for admission to college.” Subjects taught included Latin, Greek, algebra, and chemistry with an annual tuition of about $21 plus board.15


  MEDICAL SCHOOL CURRICULUM


  Graduates of either academies or colleges were able to choose from more than one hundred medical colleges established before the Civil War. While a growing number of homeopathic, eclectic, and botanic schools offered
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  APPENDIX Selected Profiles of Union and Confederate Surgeons


  MORRIS JOSEPH ASCH


  Medical Director, Artillery Reserve, U.S. Army of the Potomac


  7/4/1833–10/5/1902


  Jefferson Medical College, 1855


  Born in Philadelphia into a Jewish family of successful furriers from Poland, Asch graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1852 before attending medical school. He studied surgery with Dr. Joseph Pancoast and later worked as clinical assistant to Dr. Samuel Gross. At the outbreak of the war he joined the U.S. Army as assistant surgeon, first in the Surgeon General’s Office, and then in the field with the Army of the Potomac. At Gettysburg he was medical director of Artillery Reserve, and later served as staff surgeon for Gen. Philip Sheridan from 1865 to 1873. He resigned from the army to practice medicine in New York City, specializing in diseases of the nose and throat. He was a founder of the American Laryngological Association and a member of the New York Academy of Medicine. His operation to cure septal deviations became widely known as the “Asch operation.” He was active in social clubs, including the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, as well as University, Century, and New York Yacht clubs. He died in New York and is buried in Salem Fields Cemetery in Brooklyn, New York.
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    Morris Joseph Asch, Medical Director, Artillery Reserve, U.S. Army of the Potomac. Douglas Arbittier, MD, MBA, www.medicalantiques.com


  SMITH BUTTERMORE


  Assistant Surgeon, 31st Virginia


  2/29/1830–12/28/1897


  Cleveland Medical College, 1854


  Buttermore was born in Connellsville, Pennsylvania, where he studied medicine with a local doctor before graduating from medical school in Ohio. He practiced medicine in California for five years and then moved to Clarksburg, Virginia, where he enlisted in the Confederate army when the war broke out. His biography in the History of Fayette County described how he accepted a commission because the conflict and confusion along the border made practicing medicine too difficult. He served throughout the war and surrendered at Appomattox. He returned to Connellsville after the death of his father in 1868 and became a leading citizen in his hometown, eventually representing Fayette County in the Pennsylvania legislature as a Democrat in 1881. He was a strong supporter of education and the public schools. His daughter, Virginia Buttermore Donahoo, a graduate of the Women’s Medical College of Philadelphia, was also a physician.
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    Smith Buttermore, Assistant Surgeon, 31st Virginia. Copy of family photograph. Courtesy of Appomattox Court House National Historical Park.


  JAMES LORENZO FARLEY


  Surgeon, 84th New York


  3/4/1836–3/9/1886


  Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons, 1857


  Although Farley’s military records indicate he resigned for disability in June 1863, he was still with his regiment at Gettysburg in July. From February 25 to early June, he was in Washington, DC, for either disability or hospital duty. On May 25, 1863, John Letterman requested that Farley rejoin his regiment to which Dr. Meredith Clymer, assistant surgeon general, responded, “I have no use for him.” An article in the New York Herald, July 24, 1863, reported Farley at the Washington Hotel in Gettysburg, where the patients spoke in “highest terms of affection about him,” but Dr. Theodore Dimon, a volunteer physician from New York, described how the surgeon there, undoubtedly Farley, spent his time “concocting iced drinks for himself and visiting friends.” After the war, Farley became a popular elocutionist and gave presentations in New York and Boston accompanied by composer George F. Bristow. The Eastern Medical Journal for February 15, 1886, reported his death as “Another Case of the Bad Effects of Cocaine” and described how Farley “had been treating himself for nervousness with hypodermic injections of cocaine, but the drug soon ceased to relieve his sufferings.”


  JAMES MCFADDEN GASTON


  Chief Surgeon, Confederate Third Corps


  12/27/1824–11/15/1903


  Medical College of South Carolina, Charleston, 1846


  The son of Dr. John Brown Gaston Sr., James graduated from South Carolina College before attending his first course at the University of Pennsylvania and then graduating from the Medical College of South Carolina. After practicing with his father in Chester, South Carolina, for several years, he married and set up a medical practice in Columbia. He enlisted in the Confederate army in April 1861 and served in various hospital and staff positions throughout the war. Among his first assignments was setting up a hospital at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, in April 1861. At Gettysburg he served as chief surgeon of Anderson’s Division in General A. P. Hill’s Corps and was stationed at the division hospital at the Adam Butt Farm. In 1865 he emigrated to Campinas, Sao Paulo Province, Brazil, where he practiced medicine for nearly two
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    James Lorenzo Farley, Surgeon, 84th New York. Courtesy of New York State Military Museum


  decades. He joined an estimated 10,000 or more former Confederates, lured by promises of cheap land, transportation, and inexpensive slaves in a country where slavery would remain legal until 1888. In 1883 he returned to Georgia where he practiced medicine and later taught surgery at the Southern Medical College, Atlanta, Georgia.
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    Robert Gibbon, Surgeon, 28th North Carolina. J.B. Alexander, History of Mecklenburg County (1902), 190. Courtesy of Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room, Charlotte Mecklenburg Library.


  ROBERT GIBBON


  Surgeon, 28th North Carolina


  12/31/1822–5/14/1898


  Jefferson Medical College, 1848


  Robert Gibbon and his brother John Gibbon were both on the field during the battle of Gettysburg, but on opposing sides. Gen. John Gibbon commanded the U.S. Second Corps 2nd Division against the Confederate charge on July 3rd until he was wounded. Surgeon Robert Gibbon, 28th North Carolina, worked in the hospital at the Heintzelman Farm caring for the Confederate wounded of Pender’s division. Both men were born in Pennsylvania. Their father, John Heysham Gibbon, graduated from the Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania but later took up the study of minerology and relocated the family to North Carolina around 1838 where he took a position as chief assayer at the U.S. Mint in Charlotte. John Gibbon, a graduate of West Point and a career military officer, remained loyal to the United States, while his brothers joined the Confederate cause as North Carolinians. Dr. Robert Gibbon returned to Charlotte after the war where he practiced medicine and helped found the Presbyterian hospital there.


  JOHN MOORE HAYES


  Surgeon, 26th Alabama


  8/7/1836–4/25/1905


  Nashville Medical College, 1858


  Born in Athens, Alabama, Hayes practiced medicine in Florence, Alabama, until he enlisted in the Confederate army in June 1861. He served as assistant surgeon in the 9th Alabama before promotion to surgeon of the 26th Alabama in March 1862 when his friend Edward O’Neal was appointed colonel. At Gettysburg, Hayes was taken prisoner while caring for wounded at the Schriver Farm, remained at the Seminary Hospital until August 6, and then transferred to Letterman Hospital until October 22. During his stay at Gettysburg, he had his photograph taken at Tyson Brothers Studio. He was transferred with other Confederate surgeons to Fort McHenry and held prisoner there until the surgeons were exchanged November 21, 1863. From February to May 1864, he was detailed to transport prisoners to Andersonville Prison. When the 26th Alabama surrendered at Greenville, North Carolina, Dr. Hayes’s slave concealed the regimental flag and returned it to Florence. After the war, Hayes married the daughter of Col. James Saunders of Rocky Hill,
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    John Moore Hayes, Surgeon, 26th Alabama. Tyson Brothers Photographic Studio, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 1863. Courtesy of U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, Carlisle, Pennsylvania.


  Courtland, Alabama. From 1885 to 1890 he worked as a state physician at the Pratt Mines, overseeing care of the prison laborers employed there. Before his death, he presented the regimental flag to the widow of his friend Colonel O’Neal, and it was later donated to the Alabama Archives in Montgomery.
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    Nathan Hayward, Surgeon, 20th Massachusetts. F.L. Lay’s Photographic Atelier, Boston, Massachusetts. Courtesy of Medford Historical Society and Museum.


  NATHAN HAYWARD


  Surgeon, 20th Massachusetts


  1/8/1830–8/17/1866


  Harvard Medical School, 1855


  Nathan Hayward’s prominent Boston family included his father, James T. Hayward, treasurer of the Boston Sugar Refinery, his maternal grandfather, Judge Thomas Dawes, and his great grandfather William Greenleaf, the sheriff of Suffolk County who read the Declaration of Independence from the Old State House in Boston in 1776. Hayward’s education was the best available: Boston Latin School; Harvard University, 1850; medical studies at Berlin and Göttingen Universities in Germany, 1852–1854; and graduation from the Tremont Medical School of Harvard. An accomplished sketch artist, he published a compilation of College Scenes depicting student life at Harvard in 1850. He was first commissioned assistant surgeon in the 20th Massachusetts in July and promoted to surgeon in September 1861. During the battle of Gettysburg, he was an operator in the Second Corps hospital until it closed and then moved with his patients to Camp Letterman. After the war, he relocated to St. Louis, Missouri, to practice medicine and died there a year later in 1866 during a cholera epidemic.
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    Benjamin Howard, Assistant Surgeon, U.S. Army. Charles D. Fredricks & Co., New York. Courtesy of Douglas Arbittier, MD, MBA, www.medicalantiques.com.


  BENJAMIN HOWARD


  Assistant Surgeon, U.S. Army


  3/21/1836–6/17/1900


  College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, 1858


  Born in England, Benjamin Douglas Howard emigrated to the United States to pursue his education. In 1861, while assistant surgeon in the 19th New York, the regimental surgeon, Theodore Dimon, described how Howard routinely stole hospital supplies. Dimon found him well educated and competent as a physician, but “utterly selfish and unscrupulous and assuming a pious outside to cover his rascally conduct.” Dimon was happy to see Howard leave when he received a commission in the regular army in August 1861. Howard served on General McClellan’s staff at Antietam and later at Gettysburg. At one time he was medical purveyor and acting medical director of the Department of the Ohio. Following the war, he practiced medicine in New York until 1875, and then traveled widely in Europe, Asia, and Africa. He continued to promote his medical methods of hermetic sealing of chest wounds and artificial respiration, as well as ambulance designs that were later adopted in France and England. He authored several popular travel books based on his study of Russian prisons, but critics questioned the credibility of his accounts.


  JOHN JEFFERSON MILHAU


  Medical Director, U.S. Fifth Corps


  12/28/1828–5/8/1881


  College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, 1850


  After graduating from medical school, Milhau joined the U.S. Army as assistant surgeon in 1851. His service before the Civil War included an expedition to Utah and later against the Snake Indians in 1855. While stationed in Oregon he was the first to record the Coos and Lower Umpqua Indian language. With the outbreak of the Civil War, he was named medical director of the Army of the Potomac, and in 1862 served as medical director of the hospitals in Frederick, Maryland, and then medical director of the Third and Fifth Corps, before being transferred to New York City. After the assassination of President Lincoln, he was chosen as a guard of honor to protect the president’s body. At Hart’s Island during the cholera epidemic of 1866, he was the only surgeon who remained well enough to treat the prisoners. From 1867 to 1869 he was medical director of the Military District of the South. He resigned his commission in 1876 but remained active as a member of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion and represented the organization at the funeral of Gen. Ulysses Grant.
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    John Jefferson Milhau, Medical Director, U.S. Fifth Corps. Courtesy of Douglas Arbittier, MD, MBA, www.medicalantiques.com


  SAMUEL BROWN MORRISON


  Chief Surgeon, Jubal Early’s Division, Confederate Second Corps


  9/13/1828–2/4/1901


  University of Virginia Medical College, 1853


  Seeing the dead lying on the battlefield at Gettysburg, Samuel Brown Morrison expressed his desire to be buried at home next to his wife and those he loved. Except for medical school and the years of the Civil War, Morrison spent most of his life in and around Rockbridge County, Virginia. Born near Brownsburg, he attended Washington College in Lexington, the county seat, and then graduated from the University of Virginia Medical College in nearby Charlottesville, Albemarle County. Before the war, he practiced medicine in Lexington. During the Civil War, Morrison served as surgeon of the 58th Virginia Infantry before being appointed chief surgeon of Gen. Richard Ewell’s division on August 16, 1862; two weeks later he amputated Ewell’s leg after the battle of Groveton. He continued as division surgeon under Gen. Jubal Early. In May 1863 Morrison was called to the bedside of the mortally wounded Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson. On seeing Morrison, Jackson said, “That’s an old familiar face.” Morrison knew him well and was related to Jackson’s second wife, Mary Anna Morrison. After the war Morrison served in the state legislature (1871–1872) but returned to Rockbridge to become the proprietor of the Rockbridge Baths from 1874 until his death in 1901.
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    Samuel Brown Morrison, Chief Surgeon, Jubal Early’s Division. Courtesy of Virginia Military Institute Archives
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    Thomas Fletcher Oakes, Assistant Surgeon, 1st Massachusetts. Courtesy of U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, Carlisle, Pennsylvania


  THOMAS FLETCHER OAKES


  Assistant Surgeon, 1st Massachusetts


  c. 1820–2/9/1876


  Harvard Medical School, 1852


  Oakes started his medical career as an apothecary in Boston, Massachusetts, and began practicing medicine after he graduated from the Harvard Tremont Medical School in 1852. In 1858 he married Elizabeth Howland Sherman; their son, Frank was born in 1861. Oakes was commissioned assistant surgeon in the 1st Massachusetts in July 1862 and served in that capacity at the battle of Gettysburg. In August 1863 he joined the 56th Massachusetts as surgeon and served until he mustered out in July 1865. There is no record that he returned to Massachusetts, and it appears that he abandoned his wife and son. By 1866 he was practicing medicine in Titusville, Pennsylvania, a booming oil town, and was active in the Crawford County Medical Society. Three other Gettysburg surgeons also saw opportunities in Titusville. Two practiced medicine and one became an oil producer. The 1870 census shows Oakes listed among the single men boarding at the Bush House. A family history reported that he married again in 1871 to Kate Bevins. His first wife remarried in 1874 and again in 1894. He died in 1876 from pneumonia after a short illness.


  DANIEL PARKER


  Assistant Surgeon, 8th Alabama


  9/13/1835–6/18/1918


  University of Louisiana Medical School (Tulane), 1860


  Daniel Parker grew up in Brookfield, Vermont, where his father, the Reverend Daniel Parker, was a Congregational minister until his death in 1849. Daniel left Vermont in 1856 after his mother died and relocated to Marion, Alabama, to teach school. He was able to make enough money teaching to pay for his medical education in New Orleans. At the outbreak of the Civil War, he was single, twenty-five years old, and practicing medicine in Perry County, Alabama. He was appointed assistant surgeon of the 8th Alabama on July 3, 1861. At Gettysburg he was left with the wounded of Anderson’s division at Butt’s Farm, taken prisoner on July 5th, and was among the last Confederate surgeons to leave Camp Letterman on October 22nd. He remained a prisoner at Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland, until the surgeons were exchanged November 21, 1863. On November 26th he was admitted to the hospital in Richmond with a case of scabies acquired during his imprisonment. After the war, he married and practiced medicine in Perryville, Alabama. He relocated to Calvert, Texas, in 1875 where he practiced medicine and became involved in politics as mayor of Calvert, justice, and representative to the state legislature.
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  Daniel Parker, Assistant Surgeon, 8th Alabama. Courtesy of Thomas Parker
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  Dewitt Clinton Peters, Assistant Surgeon, U.S. Army. Courtesy of Douglas Arbittier, MD, MBA, www.medicalantiques.com


  DEWITT CLINTON PETERS


  Assistant Surgeon, U.S. Army


  7/30/1829–4/23/1876


  University of the City of New York Medical College, 1853


  Dewitt Clinton Peters served as assistant surgeon in the U.S. Army from 1854 to 1856, and then traveled to Germany in 1857 for further medical study. In June 1860 he was reappointed assistant surgeon and was stationed from 1862 to 1865 at Jarvis Hospital in Baltimore. While there is no known official record listing the surgeons dispatched to Gettysburg from Washington, Philadelphia, and Baltimore hospitals, a few surgeons are mentioned by name by patients and other caretakers. Captain John Shields, 53rd Pennsylvania, was wounded in the neck and later described how, “Dr. Peters began the operation Dr. Chris Johnson made the incision and finished the job.” This is the only mention of Dr. Peters, but Dewitt Clinton Peters fits the profile of skilled surgeons from nearby hospitals who were sent to Gettysburg. Chris Johnson, a civilian doctor from Baltimore, is also mentioned in the memoir of Surgeon William Riddick Whitehead, 44th Virginia. According to family tradition, Peters attended Ford’s Theater the night Lincoln was shot. Peters remained in the army, serving at Fort Union, New Mexico, and Nashville, Tennessee, until 1874, when he was placed on disability leave. He died two years later from tuberculosis.


  PASCAL ALFRED QUINAN


  Surgeon, 150th Pennsylvania


  1830–6/30/1889


  University of Maryland, 1851


  Quinan first studied medicine at Jefferson Medical College and received his degree from the University of Maryland. He was appointed to the medical staff of the U.S. Army in April 1854 and served at Fort Thorn in Apache territory and then at Alcatraz in 1860. He resigned his army commission and was commissioned surgeon of the 150th Pennsylvania in May 1863. The history of the 150th Pennsylvania described him as medically competent, “but a natural or studied cynicism coupled with excessive self-consciousness and a disposition to belittle his superiors in the medical department, failed to commend him to his fellow officers or secure their friendship.” Although ordered to rejoin his regiment after the battle of Gettysburg, he petitioned to remain in charge of the 3rd Division hospital at the Catholic church. He was subsequently dismissed in November for absence without authority. He returned to Baltimore to practice medicine and worked as a ship’s doctor at one point. Correspondence with the U.S. Department of State asserted his claims of
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    Pascal Alfred Quinan, Surgeon, 150th Pennsylvania. Patent No. 97442, November 30, 1869, U.S. Patent Office


  discovering guano on Arcos Keys in 1860. In 1869 he received a patent for a sailing vessel designed to carry oil in bulk without barrels.
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    James Ross Reily, U.S. Acting Assistant Surgeon. Daniel S. Lamb, Medical Society of DC (1865), 80. Courtesy of Historical Medical Library, The College of Physicians of Philadelphia.


  JAMES ROSS REILY


  U.S. Acting Assistant Surgeon


  3/23/1835–12/12/1904


  University of Pennsylvania, 1859


  After his father’s death in 1844, Reily lived with his uncle, Dr. Luther Reily, of Harrisburg. In 1861 he was commissioned assistant surgeon, 1st Pennsylvania artillery, but was soon promoted to surgeon of the 127th Pennsylvania and then the 179th Pennsylvania. He held positions of acting medical purveyor and acting medical director in the Fourth Corps before mustering out with his regiment at Harrisburg on July 27, 1863. He was among the former regimental surgeons recruited to serve as acting assistant surgeons after the battle of Gettysburg. He was assigned as surgeon in charge of the First Corps hospital at the Seminary. Despite holding positions of authority in the medical corps, his military record was uneven, including letters of complaint for negligence and one court-martial, as well as letters of recommendation. While in charge of the Seminary hospital from August 17 until it closed September 8, one patient described him as “jolly, almost to the point of rowdy and disruptive,” while his superiors praised his efficient management of the hospital. He continued his medical career as acting assistant surgeon at the Washington Arsenal, DC, until 1876 and then practiced medicine in the District of Columbia until his death in 1904.


  WILLIAM H. RULISON


  Surgeon, 9th New York Cavalry


  1822–8/29/1864


  Albany Medical College, 1855


  Born in Herkimer County, New York, Rulison later lived with his family in Oswego County. Before the Civil War he had already pursued several careers. In the 1840s he advertised as a professor of dance and music in Rochester, New York. An accomplished musician, he composed several popular tunes that were widely republished—“Rochester Schottische” and “Good Times Schottische” are still well-known fiddle tunes. He traveled overland to California during the Gold Rush and returned to Oswego County to work as a druggist. In 1855 he graduated from Albany Medical College. By then, he had married Adaline Herbert and was living with her family in Mexico, New York. Five years later, Rulison was living with his older brother Allen in nearby Parish, and Adaline and her parents had moved back to Brooklyn, New York. Rulison was
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    William H. Rulison, Surgeon, 9th New York Cavalry. “Rochester Schottische,” Willliam Hall & Son, New York. From author’s collection.


  commissioned surgeon of the 9th New York Cavalry in July 1862. At Gettysburg he was in charge of the cavalry hospital at the Presbyterian Church and remained in Gettysburg until mid-August. Agnes Barr, a young Gettysburg resident, remembered that Rulison boarded with her family for about four weeks: “He was a pleasant gentleman made himself very agreeable.” A year later, he was fatally shot by a Confederate sharpshooter at Smithfield, Virginia. A general hospital in Annapolis, Maryland, was named in his honor in 1865. You can hear a recording of the “Rochester Schottische” at https://www.loc.gov/item/afcreed000127/.
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    George Suckley, Medical Director, U.S. Eleventh Corps. Courtesy of Douglas Arbittier, MD, MBA, www.medicalantiques.com


  GEORGE SUCKLEY


  Medical Director, U.S. Eleventh Corps


  1830–7/30/1869


  College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, 1851


  Born in New York City, George Suckley pursued a lifelong interest in natural history as well as medicine. He studied at the Lyceum of Natural History before graduating from the College of Physicians and Surgeons (now Columbia University) in 1851. After a year as resident surgeon at New York Hospital, he was appointed assistant surgeon and naturalist to the Pacific Railroad Survey between St. Paul, Minnesota, and Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory. From April to December 1853, his work on the survey included a 1,049-mile, fifty-three-day canoe trip down the Bitter Root, Clark’s Fork, and Columbia Rivers to Fort Vancouver and extensive collections of natural history specimens. He joined the U.S. Army as assistant surgeon from December 1853 to 1856 serving in the Washington and Oregon Territories. After resigning from the army to pursue his interest in natural history, he spent the next five years collecting and writing about his findings. Two species of fish are named for him. At the outbreak of the Civil War, he rejoined the army as surgeon. During the battle of Gettysburg, he served as medical director of the Eleventh Corps, responsible for the hospitals at Spangler Farm.


  WILLIAM H. TAYLOR


  Assistant Surgeon, 19th Virginia


  5/17/1835–4/14/1897


  Medical College of Virginia, 1856


  Quotes from William Taylor on the role of a Confederate assistant surgeon are often misinterpreted by ignoring his biting humor and self-deprecation. Both are evident in his published medical lectures and an account of his travels in Europe after the war. Self-described as slight in stature, he was so near-sighted that he used a magnifying glass to read. During the war he was promoted to surgeon but chose to continue serving as assistant surgeon in the 19th Virginia. At Gettysburg he was on the field with Garnett’s Brigade and was wounded during the Confederate charge on July 3rd. After the war, he abandoned medical practice to pursue his interest in chemistry and taught chemistry, toxicology, and medical jurisprudence at the Medical College of Virginia. He was a member of the Richmond Board of Health and served as coroner for twenty-five years from 1872 until his death, reportedly investigating nearly 10,000 cases. He used his knowledge of chemistry to determine cases of criminal poisoning. Newspaper reporters sought him out for his famous quips. One account described him as a lifelong bachelor who “viewed the ladies with a jaundiced eye.”
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    William H. Taylor, Assistant Surgeon, 19th Virginia. Travels of a Doctor of Physic (Philadelphia: Lippincott & Company, 1871).


  FREDERICK WOLF


  Surgeon, 39th New York


  1829–11/11/1868


  University of Prague, 1853


  Fellow surgeons described Frederick Wolf as a “scientific man.” Born in Prague, he first pursued an academic education in science and the arts until his father’s business failed and the family fortunes changed. Frederick decided to pursue a career in medicine at the University of Prague but left before receiving his diploma to enlist in the Austrian army when war broke out in 1848. After three years as an army surgeon, he completed his medical degree in 1853 and returned to service in the Austrian army until he emigrated to the United States in 1859. His retirement from military life was short lived. In December 1861 he was commissioned surgeon of the 39th New York. Following the battle of Gettysburg, he was among the surgeons who remained at the Second Corps Hospital. In October he was captured at the battle of Bristoe Station, Virginia, and imprisoned at Libby Prison until November 1863. In 1864 he was commissioned assistant surgeon in the U.S. Army and served until June 1865. His examination paper for U.S. assistant surgeon includes detailed anatomical drawings. He died in St. Louis, Missouri, of chronic dysentery.


  WILLIAM PROBY YOUNG


  Assistant Surgeon, 4th Georgia


  1/19/1834–12/9/1912


  Jefferson Medical College, 1855


  Young grew up in Washington, DC, where his father worked as a clerk. He studied at Rittenhouse Academy and Columbian University (now George Washington University) before graduating from Jefferson Medical College. After graduation he worked first at the newly opened Government Hospital for the Insane in DC and then practiced medicine in Portsmouth, Virginia, and Washington, DC. In June 1860 as an agent of the U.S. government, and as physician for the American Colonization Society, he accompanied a shipload of Africans taken from captured slave ships who were transported to Liberia. When war began in 1861, Young enlisted as a private in the 116th Virginia Militia but a year later was assigned assistant surgeon in the 4th Georgia. At Gettysburg, Young was already a seasoned veteran of battlefield medicine having taken part in major battles, including Antietam. He was assigned to the hospital of Doles’s brigade and reportedly served at the Hankey farm. He served throughout the war and was paroled at Appomattox. After the war, he returned to Washington where he practiced medicine for the rest of his life. The brigade history described him as “an intelligent and refined gentleman . . . always in good humor with himself and the rest of mankind . . . a truly brave man, and never hesitated to go into the hottest fire on the field of battle in the discharge.”
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    Frederick Wolf, Surgeon, 39th New York. Sketch of nerves in neck in examination for U.S. Assistant Surgeon. Personal papers, National Archives. Author’s Photograph.
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    William Proby Young, Assistant Surgeon, 4th Georgia. T. W. Clark & Co., Norfolk, Virginia. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division.
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