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I have told you these things, so that in me (the Word) you may have peace.

In this world, you will have trouble.  But take heart!

I have overcome the world.  [John 16:33]
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To the foster child, the youth-in-crisis, and individuals who are striving to attain positive change

AS A FORMER foster child, I began to journal at the age of 16 in an effort to affect positive change after traumatic and life-changing experiences in foster care.  Today, there are so many youths exposed to trauma, violence, or abuse and many are struggling physically or mentally to overcome it.   Black Butterfly: The Journey – The Victory speaks to daily realities that foster children or youth-in-crisis may be exposed to.

Poetry and prose highlight the silence of loss, the fight for families, and love for foster children!  It is written from the perspective of a youth-in-crisis and is a reflection of a survivor's foster care journey.  This is a journey that speaks wholeness to the fatherless, healing to the broken, and hope when faith and determination are all that remain! Black Butterfly: The Journey – The Victory is dedicated to raising awareness on the mental health of foster care children, i.e., those who are currently in foster care and those who are aging out.  To that end, the team and wrap-around concepts are embraced in an effort to cultivate sustainable solutions.  Youth, parents, social workers, teachers, and all those who find connection, will find Black Butterfly, a tumultuous journey of faith and hope!

To my mother, Carrie Wilson Jones (Belle Starr)

The name Belle Starr was given to my mother because of her strength and her commitment to provide and protect her children.  The name in and of itself reflects the character of a notorious American outlaw.  With that being said, when it came to protecting family, Carrie Wilson Jones would face great obstacles without fear.   She was a very strong, opinionated woman and she carried herself with boldness.  Even with this strength, she faced challenges and those challenges took on various forms.  Yet through the challenges, her love was always present.  Her dedication as a provider and her love for family and friends was evident to all that knew her and while her years on this earth were short, the legacy she left will always remain.  With heartfelt sincerity, I dedicate, “Black Butterfly: The Journey - The Victory” to my mother, Carrie Wilson Jones.  She inspired many of the passages in this book and I will always remember the journey.  I love you mom.

To my mother, Acie Lee Spraddling

There is another great mother that inspired my journey.  Her name is Acie Lee Spraddling.  As I reflect on her passion and love for children, I am reminded of tireless hours of hard work, patience and prayer.  I met Acie Lee Spraddling through foster care.  She provided and cared for me during a time when my biological mother faced challenges that required assistance.  During those times, life was not easy.  Yet, Acie introduced me to Father God and his precious son, Jesus Christ.  Acie became my second mother and her love was genuine.  She practiced Christianity and lived life by example.  Her examples displayed amazing self-control, discipline, and holy living.  She continues to help children understand their purpose in life as she guides them toward a life of self-love and family unity.  

God has blessed her with an amazing gift to help children facing issues associated with loss, trust and belonging.  Therefore, I dedicate “Black Butterfly, The Journey - The Victory” to my mother, Acie Lee Spraddling as well.  Thank you, Acie Lee Spraddling for everything.  I could not have made it without you and Father God.   I love you, mom.
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WITH SINCERE THANKS, I acknowledge my children, Wanavia, Celeste, Matthew and Christian.  They are my motivation and commitment to accomplish my goals and dreams.  It is my desire that they will accomplish more than they could ever imagine in life and allow no obstacle to impede their progress.  May their journeys be victorious and their accomplishments, great! I love you!

With sincere thanks, I acknowledge the late Bishop Vincent D.  Claxton and his wife, Mariea Claxton.  A full worship experience was found under their leadership.  Profound guidance and sound word pricked my heart under their ministry.  Together, their ministry touched the lives of many people.  Their strong faith and love for God was duplicated in their works and in the lives of the people of Eagles Way Full Gospel Ministries.  Through their ministry, a seed of praise was planted within my soul which led to a seed of worship and a hunger for God’s word.  Thank you, Bishops Vincent & Mariea Claxton.

With sincere thanks, I acknowledge the late Bishop Ben Gibert, pastors, elders and leadership of Detroit World Outreach.  After the passing of Bishop Vincent D.  Claxton, my mother, Acie Lee Spraddling, found anointed men and women of God at Detroit World Outreach in Redford, MI.  This is a church that embraces all colors.  The ministry displays a level of diversity and unity like no other I have ever experienced.  The full word of God is illuminated through real life experiences.  The examples touch on everyday living while walking in your purpose, in alignment with the perfect will of God.  Thank you, Detroit World Outreach!
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IN 1980, THE Lord blessed me to become a foster parent to teenage mothers and their babies.  At first, I was not sure of this calling because my husband had reservations about the possible challenges teenage foster care might entail.  However, after I prayed about it, the Lord made it plain to me in a dream in which a child was on my shoulder, and she was pregnant.  Shortly thereafter, Lorna Jackie Wilson came to me, and she was that child.

My lifestyle included church and prayer, so it was important for me to instill values and morals in the characters of the children in my care, and church was a huge part of our lives.  I took Lorna to church with me every time I went.  Eventually, Lorna gave her life to the Lord, and we became close as mother and daughter.  A few months later, she had her first child.  After that, she went everywhere I went.  I was proud to be her mother and grandmother to her daughter.

Lorna is still in my life; I love her, and I know she loves me.  After more than thirty years, we are still close, and she visits me as much as she can.  All her children call me Granny.  From 1980 to today, I continue to provide foster care to children, some with challenges and special needs.  Nevertheless, God provides us with whatever we need to conquer challenges and build strong relationships.  In this regard, Lorna has developed relationships with many
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A powerful story of resilience, faith,
and the transformative power of love.

Lorna Jackie Wilson
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