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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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WHAT IF COURAGE WAS your only option?

Some days are good days. On other days, your pureblood protector gets captured, your father is going to get drained nearly dry by rogue vampires, and you’ve been turned into some sort of weird vampire hybrid no one’s ever seen before. Oh, and no one knows just which of your supposed allies is actually trying to kill you.

You know... normal Tuesday stuff.

Kallie has no shortage of problems. Her father is slowly but surely losing his grip on reality, the woman she thought was her mother is really her aunt, and her actual mother is at the center of a plot between the Watchmen and the Rogue Reds. To top it all off, her only ally who hasn’t been incapacitated is...a Blue.

But Kallie isn’t about to let that stop her. She might be outmatched, and in over her head, but she’s also stubborn as hell.
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HIS RIGHT EYE FLUTTERED open, and his gaze locked instantly on Kallie. She turned to Liam, begging for him to understand and give her this...no...give them this. He reluctantly removed his hand. They both looked back at the trapped prisoner. Her heart leapt as Caleb stared at her, his red eyes clear but full of fear. She wanted to tell him everything would be okay. But she didn’t know how to express her thoughts to him. To offer some sort of assurance. 

Caleb’s head jerked as he thrashed weakly. She started forward and stopped. There was nothing she could do, she reminded herself. 

“Kallie.”

Oddly enough it was as if she could hear him. No. She could. One clear thought burned into her mind. Her maker’s voice ring out loud and full of fear.

“Kallie, run!”

***
[image: ]


LIAM’S HAND WAS INSTANTLY on her arm, pulling at her desperately. Kallie could see the pleading look in his eyes, reflecting the same thoughts, the same desires Caleb had made known so impossibly. She had to go, Liam’s look warned. They were outmatched—the bouncers from the club where they’d come so full of impulsive naiveté were twice her size, bigger even than Liam. This had been a terrible mistake. And though they all might be vampires, Kallie had a sinking feeling that the bouncers had been chosen, not just because of their size, but because of their unusual speed and strength. What match were they against their agility and training?

She should go. Logic told her she should follow Caleb’s order. The words lay heavy in her mind. She could feel her body fighting to obey. Her feet felt heavy and strange, reluctant to move in any direction, save one – the path away from him. Caleb was her maker, and he had commanded her. Every fiber of her being wanted to obey him.

It was strange and puzzling. Where had he gotten this level of control over her? But even as she asked the question, she knew. she could hear her father’s words in her head once more: ‘We’re animals.’ Animals with instincts that Kallie did not yet understand. She was bound to Caleb in ways that she could not begin to guess. She felt herself pulled by him and paused, wavering.

Logic be damned. Her heart cared little for strange compulsions. Like hell was she going to run and leave him here to be fed upon and tortured. She couldn’t begin to guess what else they had planned for him. Kallie jerked her arm from Liam’s grasp and glanced around desperately. She had no idea how to get into the room where Caleb was trapped, but once she was there...ok, maybe she wasn’t exactly the hero riding to the rescue. She’d still have no advantages. None. Only a fool would rush in there and think they could save the world. She curled her fingers around the grate and bent her head, feeling tears force themselves from between her closed lids.

Caleb, I’m sorry... I don’t know what to do.

“Kallie,” Liam’s voice was low, hardly a breath in her ear. She turned her face and let him see the tears in her eyes and on her cheeks. To her surprise, though he had to know she was crying for Caleb, there was understanding on his face. Was it possible that their rivalry could be forgotten so easily? He raised his hand to brush the tears away. “We’ll come back for him,” Liam mouthed.

She shook her head. “We can’t just go.” Her words were whispered, barely spoken. She was unsure just how sharp vampire hearing was and dared not risk further repercussions upon Caleb for all the world. Thankfully Liam seemed to understand. He might not have caught every word, but he knew enough that his face hardened. He glanced back at the Rogue Reds, and she saw a muscle jump in his neck. Had this been what he’d been forced to watch this when they’d taken his family? Had he seen the same agony in the faces of those he loved, that he saw now in Caleb?

“I swore to protect you,” he said at last. The Red Bloods should have turned at the sound of Liam’s voice, but they were too absorbed in their feeding to hear. “So did he, Kallie. I don’t claim to understand it. I can’t help but hate him for what he is and who he trusts—but he wants you to live. We’ll come back for him, I swear it. He’s stronger than you know. They won’t kill him.” Liam’s beautiful face twisted with pain as he pleaded with her. “But we have to go. We have to keep you safe. You can...you can bargain with Petra to get him back.”

She wavered. To go back now would be cowardice, a little voice whispered. But it would also be smart. She didn’t know what abilities she had, and if it was going to take a few fights to get used to her skills, this would be a suicidal way to go about learning. 

Damn it! Was she justifying running just so she could survive? 

I hate this. I hate what they’ve forced me to become.

She turned to go, then heard it, the soft voice of cruelty behind her. 

“Well, well, well...” 

The words came out in a vicious purr that sent ice down Kallie’s spine. Kallie jerked her head around to see the Rogue Red who had trapped her in her bedroom. He and a group of others swaggered toward her. Confident. Cruel.

Guess running wasn’t an option now. Part of her was glad.

“She’s been turned by one of our own. How unusual to see her here with a Blue. Not the company I’d expect you to keep. You are a puzzle aren’t you, witch’s brat?”

Kallie swallowed, looking down, making sure they couldn’t see her eyes properly in the dim light. Even she didn’t know what was going on inside of her yet. There was no way she was showing them what she was until she understood. Liam’s hand wrapped around hers, pulling her back toward the sewers. She wanted to tell him no, knowing beyond a shadow of a doubt that it would only prolong the fight.

She was not going to die in a sewer. Not today or any day.

Kallie forced herself to relax, to let her shoulders slump a little, her posture bored. Disinterested. “You’re pissed at my mom. I get it.” She studied her nails as if they were the most interesting things in the world. “What? Were you in the running to be the day-walker? You angry she didn’t pick you?”

One of the Rogue Reds hissed, an instinctive sound of rage that should have made Kallie flinch. But she wasn’t human anymore, even if she was shaped like one. New instincts flowed within her blood, and she felt herself respond to the challenge before she had time to stop herself. She hissed back, a sound she hadn’t even known she could make.

Let go.

She felt the answer deep within her. Instincts. Act. Think later.

She struck. She moved before Liam could stop her. There was no time to think, to explain. She jumped, launching herself at the pack of Rogue Reds with speed she didn’t even know how to use. She bowled one over and gave a quick glance up and around, trying not to let them see her eyes before she dropped her gaze again. Her mind registered the details of what she’d seen in that instant. There had been three of them, one woman and two men.

“You captured the day-walker?” Her hands went around the woman’s throat. Behind her she heard Liam throw himself into the fray with a primal howl. She ignored him. There was no time for anything, not for thought, not for stupid endless prolonged fights. This was no novel, it was her life she was fighting for. She shook her opponent by the neck, feeling the woman’s feeble attempts to get away. Savage satisfaction pulsed through her. Whatever Kallie was, whatever she had been turned into, she was strong. Like Hulk- or Thor-strong. 

Okay, maybe not that strong. Strong enough.

Her opponent, however, was older and cannier. Her fist lashed out, finding a weak point on Kallie’s torso, striking hard in the center of the rib cage. Something cracked. Pain blossomed, and with it came fear. When it came to fighting, Kallie knew about necks, eyes, and groins, but what did she really know about hurting a vampire? She’d never fought one. Feeling less heroic than she had a moment ago, she stumbled away, hand over her broken ribs. Ducking her head as she realized belatedly that she wasn’t supposed to show her eyes.

Think, Kallie, think!

“You want to fight, witch’s spawn?” The woman kicked at her, making contact just behind the knee. Kallie dropped like a rock, struggling to roll, trying to force herself to her feet when he leg no longer wanted to hold her. “You’ll be dead before this night is through.” Her voice dropped, almost a caress, “Have you fed yet? Or are you pure?” Her voice rose to a hiss. “Look at me, bi—”

“Kallie!” It was Liam’s cry, ending in a choked yell of pain. “Kallie, run! Run!”

He was going to die. It was that thought that snapped her into action. She might not know what she was, she might not understand how to fight, but if she didn’t figure it out right now, Caleb and Liam were both going to die and it would be all her fault.

Logic set in, her brain coming back online as if it had just been waiting for her to realize she needed it. Take down these three first, then get into the room they were holding Caleb. Fight off the bouncers. Set him free.

Easy put like that. Work one problem at a time.

She came up, knee driving into the woman’s sternum with all the strength and speed she had. There was a choking scream and Kallie hissed her pleasure into the darkness, feeling her bones already knitting together, the healing moving through her faster than she had thought possible.

“I know I’m powerful.” Her fist lashed out, faster than any human could have moved. “I know you’re a traitor to your kind.” Another kick that broke bones. “I know I’m going to destroy you.” Her hands grabbed the woman’s shoulders and held her in place for another knee to the sternum. The woman went down with a scream. Another kick silenced her.

It wouldn’t last forever; the woman was a vampire after all. She would likely heal just as quickly as Kallie had. But it would have to be enough for the moment. She only needed time, a window in which she could move unhindered. Kallie turned and threw herself toward Liam. He was just barely holding his own against the two men. But then, they were well-fed, confident, and freakishly huge. Opponents hand-picked for confrontation. Thankfully, Liam was used to fighting on his own. He was used to being outnumbered. He wasn’t backing down. Kallie felt a rush of emotions that she could barely untangle as she joined him. Pride was some of it, and something that felt uncomfortably like love.

No time to think about that now. Grabbing one of the men by the shoulders, she wrenched him over backwards and turned her face away quickly as he fell in front of her. She knelt to deliver a punch to his prone body to keep him down, then leapt up for a kick that would put a MMA fighter into a state of drool-worthy envy. There was a brief moment of recognition that the old Kallie would have found kicking a man who lay defenseless in front of her dishonorable, but they were past honor now. Kallie reminded herself with every kick, with every blow, what these men had done to Caleb—what they would have done to her, and Liam, and her father, and the woman she still thought of as her mother. These men did not deserve honor. She snarled as she snapped her fist down, hearing bone crunch and the howls of pain.

The damn woman was up again, rushing at her in a fearful rage. Howling and screaming enough to wake the dead.

By now Rogue Reds knew something was wrong. They had come here as hunters, but somewhere in the course of the fight they tables had turned. They were realizing now what it meant to be prey. Now they were the ones who faltered, who fell back. It was clear they had been expecting a fight; but they hadn’t been prepared for the force of power that met them and seemed less and less certain about what to do next.

Kallie sent the woman flying with a hard kick from behind, shoving her hard to the ground. No time to look to see if she were vanquished or only down for a moment, Kallie slammed her fist against the guy attacking Liam. She nailed him right on the back of the head. He went down hard and she swayed, her breath coming in heaving gasps. It surprised her to find that vampires breathed after all.

“What the hell?” Liam’s eyes were wide.

“What?”

“I’ve...” He shook his head. “I’ve never seen anyone fight like that! Did your dad teach you?” He glanced down at the three bodies on the ground not moving. “I don’t know if it was being turned by a pure vampire, or...I don’t know.”

“Kallie!” The voice was weak, a breath of sound.

“Caleb!” Kallie couldn’t believe she had forgotten him. She dropped to her knees, fingers wrapped around the grate, her eyes locking on his through the bars. “Caleb, we’re going to get you out.”

“No...time...” He managed to shake his head, though it was more of a weak twitch than a real movement. “They...heard you. Going for...backup.” He heaved for breath, one lip cracked. “Go, Kallie. Run.”

“Not without you.” 

Kallie seized the grate and hauled with all of her strength. Metal screamed in protest/ She wasn’t sure, but it might have twisted. Teeth gritted she dug in harder, feeling the tremble in her muscles, the scream of pain through her back and shoulders.

“Listen to me!” Caleb’s voice was a command, and her head snapped up. “Go now! Your father... they took him to the storage units
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