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Introduction

Is your child a gifted
student?

Most experts in the field
of gifted research believe that approximately 3,000,000 children in
the US qualify as “gifted,” a number that represents roughly 6% of
the school-aged population.

The National Association for Gifted
Children's (NAGC) defines giftedness as, “Students with gifts and
talents perform—or have the capability to perform—at higher levels
compared to others of the same age, experience, and environment in
one or more domains. They require modification(s) to their
educational experience(s) to learn and realize their
potential.”

While there are many positive benefits
to being a gifted child—such as the ability to process and learn
information at a rapid pace, often at levels above their age
group—there are some negatives issues that must be considered,
including a lack of sufficient challenge in schoolwork, low
frustration tolerance, excessive anxiety, and poor impulse control,
as well as, sometimes being on the receiving end of
bullying.

This ebook will help you identify the
characteristics and recognize the common needs of a gifted child.
You will learn how to advocate appropriately for your child and
help them develop a passion for life and learning.


Considerations For
Understanding Gifted Children:


	
Gifted children come from all racial,
ethnic, and cultural populations, as well as, all economic
strata.



	
As students, they require sufficient
access to appropriate learning opportunities to realize their
potential.



	
The gifted may have learning and
processing disorders that require specialized intervention and
accommodation.



	
These students need support and
guidance to develop socially and emotionally, as well as, in their
areas of talent.



	
Often, gifted students require varied
services based on their changing needs.



	
The gifted can be exceptional in many
categories, including science, music, arts, writing, physical
education, etc.






Gifted students possess some common
characteristics. As a parent or teacher, recognizing these general
traits is an important step toward identifying and working with
this unique group of children.


Gifted Children Will
Often:


	
Ask many questions and be very
curious.



	
Can become disruptive in
class.



	
May challenge authority.



	
Complete work quickly, but
sloppily.



	
Consider unusual approaches to
problem-solving.



	
Handle criticism poorly.



	
Have difficulty working in
groups.



	
Easily get "off task" and "off
topic."



	
Enjoy a challenge.



	
Express unique and original
opinions.



	
Finish classwork quickly.



	
Have a good memory.



	
Have a sophisticated sense of humor
and understand subtle humor.



	
Become easily bored.



	
Find interest in many
things.



	
Be motivated to try new
things.



	
Learn and retain new information
quickly.



	
Make connections other students don't
see.



	
Master reading skills at a young
age.



	
Resist working on activities apart
from areas of interest.



	
Take on too much and become
overwhelmed.



	
Become skeptical, critical, and
evaluative.



	
Have keen powers of observation and an
eye for important details.



	
Display a questioning attitude and
seek information for its own sake.



	
Take great pleasure in intellectual
activity.



	
Quickly perceive similarities,
differences, and anomalies.



	
See cause-and-effect
relationships.






Learning to Understand
Your Gifted Child:


As a parent, ask yourself the
following questions:


	
What gifted traits and characteristics
do you recognize in your child?



	
Has there ever been an occurrence when
these traits were misunderstood by you or others (family members,
teachers, strangers, etc.)?



	
Which overexcitabilities does your
child exhibit? In what ways do these overexcitabilities interfere
or make life more difficult? In what ways do they enhance your
child's life?



	
What thoughts or feelings arise after
learning more about what giftedness includes and doesn’t include?
Do you feel validated after learning more? Do certain behaviors
make more sense now?



	
Analyze your own behavior and
attitudes. In what ways are you a perfectionist? What causes you
stress and anxiety? How do you handle it? Being a role model is the
first step in helping your child.



	
What does your child really love to
do? What is he or she very good at and passionate about? Imagine
your child as an adult. In what type of career would he or she
thrive and truly enjoy?






Testing to See If Your
Child Is Gifted.

Though the National Association for
Gifted Children (NAGC) does not officially endorse a specific
testing company, it does recommend the following:


1. Contact your local
school district to see if it offers gifted testing or recommends
any local psychologists or educational professionals. In New
Jersey, for example, state regulations
require all K-12 public school districts must have a board-approved
gifted and talented identification process and provide services for
identified students enrolled in that school district.

2. Contact a university in your area
to see if they have a professor or
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