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INTRODUCTION

Written for
those who find delight in the unexpected to be found in this
wonderful county of Cheshire. With its year round beauty and drama,
ranging from street art via industrial architecture to battle
sites.

All of the
attractions in this book accessed without crossing muddy fields and
provide an enjoyable form of gentle exercise, with hopefully, a
little mental stimulation.

No expensive
clothing is required, though suitable footwear is always advisable
and a copy of the AA street map for the region may be useful.

There are
plenty of places to visit and picnic in pleasant surroundings
whilst getting out in all seasons.

Some of the
attractions are well known, but I hope the majority will be new
discoveries, and even better, none of them cost any money to
see.

If you enjoy
this book, please look out for others in my series, each containing
family friendly inexpensive days out.


CHAPTER
1

KNUTSFORD






Knutsford is a
pleasant town with many attractive buildings and is small enough to
easily walk around as long as you keep an eye open for the cars
when navigating the narrow footpaths.

To discover
some lesser known features here you will be going to pretty much
all four boundaries of the town, so, in hot weather especially, be
sure to take refreshments with you.

First off, the
River Lily (1)-claimed to be the world’s shortest river.

To find it head
towards the lower part of the town along King Street towards Tatton
Park and drop down Drury Lane past the attractive Ruskin
building.

The river flows
beside the rough track at the bottom.

This is
probably the river that King Canute crossed to give the town its
name, Cunetesford, later morphing to Knutsford; it would have been
marshland and much wetter in his time.

Crossing this
mighty river may well have given the King an exaggerated belief in
his power to control water leading to his later mishap trying to
command the sea tides.

Follow
alongside the ‘river' to emerge on King Street ,turning left to
pass under the railway bridge and at the junction of the road you
will see the Unitarian Chapel(2) across the road, this is where the
writer Elizabeth Gaskell is buried

Many people
will be familiar with the author who was raised in Knutsford and
used the town as a setting for her Cranford stories but the street
where she lived also had another, more sinister resident.

Turn back along
King Street to reach Church Hill on the left, walk to the top and
turn right into Princess Street, follow along to the end and then
turn left to arrive at the Heath.

At number 19
Gaskell Avenue (3)-as it is now known- lived Edward Higgins. Man
about town by day, con man, burglar and highwayman by night. One
fateful night, he escaped from the house when police arrived to
arrest him and no one could understand how he had eluded the
would-be captures. This soon led to the rumour of his hidden tunnel
running out under the Heath opposite. The story grew to involve a
hidden tunnel crammed with his ill- gotten gains, but sadly for our
Dandy Highwayman, just as in all good stories, he finally got his
comeuppance and a date with the hangman.

The heath here
was at one time considerably larger and used as a racecourse,
drawing massive crowds from Liverpool and Manchester in its heyday
at the end of the 1800s

Finally, turn
back and follow King Edward road, to the right, follow along past
the impressive Sessions House on the right, and the old Town Hall
on the left, before dropping down beside the train station to reach
Brook Street. Turn right to reach Legh Road (4).

Here you will find the some of the more individually styled
homes in Knutsford, and if you liked the style of the Ruskin
Building earlier, you will appreciate the similar patterns along
here, especially the one that, viewed from the correct aspect, has
a 1960s robot face! 


CHAPTER
2

NORTHWICH






Sited at the
meeting place of the River Dane and River Weaver ,Northwich has an
association with salt extraction going back to Roman times, whilst
more recently, the manufacture of soda ash and its related chemical
plants and waste products led to it being regarded as a key
industrial town.

It has several
interesting buildings, probably the finest visual treat being one
of the fanciest surviving cinema buildings in the region-The
Plaza.(5)
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Start at the
top end of the town and you will locate it at the end of the main
road, built in 1928, there are tentative plans to reopen it once
more as a community cinema.

Complete with
its two putti and camera above the entrance how can such a
flamboyant building fail to put a smile on people's faces as they
remember a time when most towns boasted at least one similar
building?

This must be
one of the most impressive surviving cinema buildings left in the
country.

Dropping back
down the street towards the library is the new seating area
provided by the local council made up of replica beams similar to
those used to jack up the buildings in an attempt to solve the
problems caused by the salt excavation under the town.

In 2007, the
mines were finally pumped out and filled in with ash in an attempt
to solve the subsidence problem, at a cost in excess of £28
million, and that buys a lot of salt.

Continue down
the High Street towards the river and you will reach the part of
the town called the Bullring where the majority of the surviving
timbered buildings are located. These buildings are deceptive as
they appear to be from the Tudor period but are actually much
later. By being built with timber frames they are much lighter and
this weight saving enables them to be jacked up or even moved on
rollers to safety.

Glancing up you
will discover the carvings on the shop front near the bottom of the
street. (Number 21 High Street).
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These
figures(6) are a night-watchman, a town crier and two others often
referred to as the mayor and his wife, whilst above the windows,
demonic faces regard the street.

Follow down to
the river to reach the iron swing bridge (7) on your right. There
are in fact two of these, the other just further up the river.
First used in 1899, these two bridges were the first to be
constructed on floating pontoons as well as being the first to be
operated by electricity. Over 100 years later they are both still
giving sterling service today.

Walk back
towards the town and cross to the other side of the road at the
lights at the end of the bridge, follow the road to the right,
passing the supermarket car park. This was, until recently, the
site of the only floating hotel in England, but is now the new
marina.

Carry on to the
end of the road and then cross over and carry on up the gentle hill
towards the viaduct, to reach Dock Road on the right, turn in and
follow to the end- Weir Street- to find another gem.
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The old
Edwardian pumping station(8),built to treat the sewage from the
town, and although now not used, it is still open to visitors to
see the engines working and to find out what a big improvement this
was to the previous practise of letting the waste flow directly
into the river.


CHAPTER
3

SANDBACH






Sandbach is a
great little town for discovering tucked away buildings and
oddities.

Start out from
the magnificent Saxon crosses(9), which date from the ninth
century, in the cobbled Market Place, and keeping them behind you,
head down the High Street passing St Marys Church on the left, to
reach the Old Hall(10),on the right hand side. Dating from the 17th
century and reputed to be the most haunted hotel in England, only
the brave need apply.

Carry on down
the street, to the junction at the bottom, cross over here; to head
up the hill opposite where you will find the row of old Almshouses
(11) just up on the left hand side.

These
attractive properties are located on the site of the towns original
Poor House.

Retrace your
steps to head back up the High Street, but just as you cross the
small bridge, drop down the road to the right-Church Street, this
is the original road into the town.

Keep right here
and enter Bath Street, follow it to end to emerge at Dingle
Pool(12) ,also known as Peggy's Pool, it is a private fishing lake
nowadays, created from flooding the meadow land here. You can still
get a good view from the gate and the friendly anglers usually let
you in for a wander round the lake.

Return to the
beginning of Church Street, and follow Front Street to find the old
town waterspout (13) on the left at the bottom of the steps by the
church wall. This was the original water supply for the town.

Follow along
the church wall to the corner of Church Street, and turn left to
climb up the road and reach the old water pump (14) this was used
until the end of the 1800s.

Carry on up,
and turn right along the cobbled street, and walk past the timbered
building dated 1870 just in front of you.

Bear left here
to head towards the Commons, pass the Masonic Hall and the library
to come to the wooden crosses (15) beside the car park.

Follow your
steps back to reach the entrance to the churchyard, enter the yard
and walk directly under the bells, through the bell tower, through
the oddly designed steeple (16) with its collection of Saxon tomb
fragments just past the tower.

Follow on out
of the churchyard and turn right to return to the Market Place.
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