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Ten-year-old Liam loved learning new things. He was always eternally curious about the world around him. He also loved adventures. Some adventures were big, like going to a new place. And some were small – like trying something he’d never done before. Liam liked to know how things worked and why they happened. When he went outside, he would crouch down and stare at the tiny ants running around on the ground, wondering what it’d be like to live in an ant colony. Liam would stare up at the clouds in the sky, and the trees and flowers in the park. He would go to the library a few times a week to read as many books as he could, so he could learn the answers to all the questions he had about the world. Reading books was how he learned best. 

Liam would often get interested in a new subject, and he’d spend all his time reading about it. Some weeks, it would be dinosaurs. Other times, Liam would be obsessed with learning about hurricanes, or tornadoes. The library always had so many incredible books to read, about thousands of different topics. So many books, so little time. Liam would teach himself how to bead necklaces, or knit, or make crafts. 

This week, Liam was interested in learning how to bake. Liam loved eating bread, and cake, and cookies. Baking was a mystery to him. He didn’t know how it all worked, only that it was a science to mix all the ingredients in a specific way, to get a tasty finished project. Liam knew that he wanted to learn how to bake bread, and all kinds of other fun things. Baked bread smelled great, and cookies were one of Liam’s favourite foods in the whole world. He knew that if he could teach himself new skills like knitting, or beading necklaces, then he could teach himself how to bake. 

One rainy afternoon, Liam told his mother that he wanted to learn how to bake. He said that he’d been reading cookbooks in the library, trying to figure it out on his own. But he wanted someone to show him how it was done. Mom said that they would start simple. She would show him how to bake a loaf of bread. 

They washed their hands and put on aprons. Liam’s apron was a little too big, and the strings dragged on the floor. He laughed and tied them up in a large bow. He watched his mom get to work. She had the cookbook propped up, and all of her ingredients laid out on the counter beside her. Liam watched as his mother carefully measured out the floor, dumping it into the mixing bowl. She proceeded to measure out all the other dry ingredients, explaining everything to Liam as she worked. He wanted to understand everything she was doing – but more importantly, he needed to understand why things were done a specific way. 

“Okay, now that all the dry ingredients have been mixed together,” Mom said, glancing down at him, “we add the wet ingredients.” 

Mom let Liam crack the eggs, making sure that there were no tiny pieces of eggshells in the bowl. They added the wet ingredients, mixing everything together. It was starting to look like dough. Liam smiled. 

“So, it’s ready to bake?” Liam asked, excited to pop it into the oven. 

“No, not yet.” Mom smiled at him. “We have to let it rest for awhile.” 

Mom covered the bowl, and set the timer. They left the dough alone for awhile, and when they came back to it, Liam got to see just how much the dough had risen. He stared at it with an eager expression. 

They finally put it in the oven, and Liam waited in the kitchen, eager to see how the bread turned out. It smelled amazing. The bread took awhile to cook, but finally, the timer went off. Mom took the bread out of the oven, and they stared at it. 

“Wow.” Liam smiled. “That looks really good.” 

“The next loaf, you’re going to make it all on your own,” Mom smiled. “I’ve shown you how it’s done. I know that you can do this.” 

Liam knew that because this was his first time baking, it might not turn out very well. But as long as he followed the recipe, and did what Mom had shown him, it should
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