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To our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ

Our Light in the darkness, our Rock of salvation, and the Author of our faith. May the words of this message bring glory to Your name and draw hearts ever closer to You.

Romans 11:36

"For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
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I would like to emphasise that I am not disparaging the law in any way. I do not claim the law was nailed to the cross because it most certainly was not. It was our sins that were nailed to the cross, not the law. 

According to these three verses, the law is good. 


Romans 7:12. Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

Romans 7:16. If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.

1 Timothy 1:8. But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;


The law gives us the knowledge of sin as we see in Romans 3:20.


Romans 3:20. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.


Two things are clear from this verse. Firstly, the law does not justify us, regardless of how well intentioned we may be. Secondly, the law defines what constitutes sin. The law shows us what sin is. Human beings are unable to coexist in harmony without the enforcement of laws. Life would be extremely dangerous and chaotic in a world without laws. This is why laws are essential, and required.

As previously demonstrated in Romans 3:20, we are not justified by the deeds of the law. The Bible makes it abundantly evident in a number of passages that Christians are now under grace rather than the law. The verses that follow give us an explanation of this.


Romans 6:14. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

Galatians 5:18. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

Romans 6:15. What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.


Moses received the law from God, and we now understand that it is a good law. Starting with Romans 10:4, the next two verses explain why we are not subject to the law.


Romans 10:4. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.


This verse clarifies that the law ends with Christ. The law was only meaningful until Jesus came. After that, it served its purpose and is no longer needed. As the sole path to salvation is now faith in Jesus Christ, this has taken the place of the law. Now let us look at Hebrews 7:11.


Hebrews 7:11. If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?


This verse indicates that the law was originally given to the priestly tribe of Levi, and that another priest from the order of Melchisedec was required. And that priest is none other than Jesus Christ. As a result, we are no longer subject to the law, but rather to the grace of this new priest, Jesus Christ, who is of the Melchisedec order.

So what was the point of the law if we are no longer under it but under grace instead? God explains this to us in Gal 3:24-25.


Gal 3:24, Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

Gal 3:25, But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.


The law's purpose was to lead us to Christ. Therefore, There is no longer any need for the law since we now have Christ. The law has fulfilled the initial purpose for which it was designed. This is further emphasised in Romans 7:4 where we are described as being dead to the law.


Romans 7:4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.


Our schoolmaster, the law, had the responsibility of guiding us to Christ. If we are willing to accept the words of the Bible, Christ is currently present, but even more than this, He is within us. As we have graduated and have the Holy Spirit within us to guide us, we no longer require this schoolmaster. That's why we're "dead to the law." But how are we dead to the law? By the body of Christ, through His self-sacrifice on the cross, where He accepted our sins and nailed them to His own cross. 

In verse 4 we are told to bear much fruit unto God. In what ways do we bear fruit for God? We achieve this by refusing to conform to the world and living a transformed life in Christ. We permit the Holy Spirit to cultivate the fruits of the spirit within us, which include the qualities of love, joy, and peace, as well as the ability to glorify God through our obedient actions. Among these fruits, love for God and our fellow humans is clearly the most important. This is emphasised in Galatians 5:14.


Galatians 5:14. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.


For us, love therefore transcends the law. Imagine a world where everyone cared about their neighbours. There would be an end to theft, conflicts, wars, rage, and any other sin that causes harm to others. As an outcome, everyone would be at peace. Laws wouldn't be necessary if we genuinely loved God and each other. If one truly loved another person, they would not cause them harm.

So if the law was to bring us to Jesus, is it permissible to try to live under the law in an attempt to gain righteousness? Please listen to the following passage of scripture, this is very revealing and addresses why we must not seek righteousness by trying to keep the law. This is spelled out for us very clearly in Galatians 5:1-4.


Gal 5:1, Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 


The "yoke of bondage" is a metaphor for heavy, oppressive servitude, primarily referring to the burdensome ceremonial laws and legalism. It represents being enslaved to sin, fear, strict human traditions, or the impossible demands of the law, contrasting sharply with the "easy yoke" of Jesus, which brings true liberty and rest. Another passage of scripture that is very telling is Gal 5:2-4-5.


Gal 5:2, Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 


This can teach us that following the law will not benefit you in any way, and as verse two shows, if you do follow the law, Christ will not benefit you at all. In verse two, you will betray your Lord and Saviour if you ignore him and attempt to achieve your own salvation by adhering to the law, a task that has been demonstrated to be impossible to accomplish

Their circumcision, as well as following the other requirements of the law, would be the sign of their submission to the law of Moses. It would be proof of trust in Moses rather than Christ, trust in the law rather than in the gospel. 

Continuing in Galatians 5:3.


Gal 5:3, For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 


This thought is reiterated in Galatians 3:10.


Galatians 3:10. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.


Anyone who is trying to be righteous by keeping the law of Moses must do so perfectly, if he fails to do so then he is guilty of breaking every law as we see in James 2:10.


James 2:10. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.


This is why the law is regarded as a yoke of bondage. It is impossible to keep it perfectly and if you cannot, then you are regarded as being guilty of breaking all of the laws. A tremendous yoke of heavy bondage. Add to that the fact that you will be fallen from grace as we see in Galatians 5:4.


Gal 5:4, Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 


To "fall from grace" is to fall back on legal ordinances and mix law and grace. One who is fallen from grace, is one who is doing good works and trusting in them as a means of salvation and sanctification. This is putting the law as more important than faith in Jesus Christ as a means for salvation. 

Listen now to Galatians 5:5 to 5:14.


Gal 5:5, For we through the Spirit wait for the
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