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    To my cousin, Nadiene.


Sorry for stealing your name for my villain.


Don’t worry – she redeems herself.


Eventually.
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There was always one. Standing at the edge of the circle, a huge grin on his face, clapping on the wrong beat.

I cupped my hands, clapping on the backbeat with the rest of the crowd. Friends don’t let friends clap on one and three. But he wasn’t my friend. I hadn’t even met him.

The dance teacher, Eddie, grabbed a girl and led her into the centre of the circle, twirling her around so her skirt spun out. She wore plain black bike shorts under her dress. Boring. Mine were vintage style bloomers, bright red and layered with frilly lace. I was about to sashay onto the dance floor to take centre stage with Eddie and show them off when happy-clappy boy strode out. Eddie stepped aside to let him dance. The stranger’s steps were too big and his movements stiff. He was gangly and awkward. Poor thing. Hopefully, he didn’t realise how terrible he looked. Regardless, we needed all the leads we could get. I didn’t want him to give up and not come back. I sighed then clutched the side of my full skirt. If anyone was able to make him look better, it was me. Swishing my skirt, I swivelled onto the dance floor and took his hand.

“Hi, I’m Derick,” he shouted over the music.

I lifted his arm and twirled myself under it. “Nadiene.” I ignored his next lead and instigated one of my favourite moves, dancing in a full circle around him. Flicking my skirt with my left hand, I trailed my right fingertips over the hard muscles in his shoulders and back. With accentuated hip flicks, I came around to face him. Surprisingly, he was still tapping his feet in time to the music. Maybe he had some rhythm after all? I ought to do him a favour after the jam circle and teach him how to clap properly.

My performance troupe partner edged into the circle, so I spun away from Derick, ready for a proper dance with Matt. Matt and I looked so much better dancing together than he ever did with his girlfriend. I grabbed his hand and noticed Eddie filming with his smartphone. I stepped to the side as I came out of the first swing out, ensuring the camera got my best angle. When he saw us on Facebook later tonight, he’d have to remember how good we were together off the dance floor too. I’d heard gossip that things were a bit rocky between those two. Perhaps my persistence was finally paying off.

Matt spun me twice, and I strutted towards the camera. I joined the circle beside Eddie and resumed clapping. Matt was dancing with his girlfriend, and she was doing that same move I’d just done with Derick. She didn’t flick her hips enough. My mind wandered to the routine we were practising for the troupe when the band stopped playing. My last clap echoed through the now silent room. I dropped my hands to my sides and looked around. What was going on?

Matt was in the centre of the circle, down on one knee, velvet box in hand...

Apparently, my persistence hadn’t paid off, after all.

***
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I STRODE INTO THE RAILWAY Club the following week, head held high. I hadn’t told anyone that I’d been trying to get Matt back so I had nothing to be ashamed of. He wouldn’t technically be off-limits until they got married, but I knew I ought to let go and find somebody properly single to focus my attention on. Someone who could swing.

I scanned the dance floor. A third of the leads dancing were women. I didn’t mind dancing with Sarah, she was an excellent lead, but I wanted someone I could do more than dance with. Anyway, she was married, and I wasn’t a home wrecker.

On the sliding scale of lead and follow, I was firmly on the follow side. The sliding scale of sexuality was more fluid, but none of the girls at swing did it for me. I was past having flings like I had back at Uni. I had a great job, a cute townhouse, and a cat. It was time to settle down and have 2.4 children just like my mum and dad.

My gaze was drawn to the centre of the dance floor. Of course. It was obvious. Eddie.

Eddie was clearly
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