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The Legacy of Banten's Warriors
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The region of Banten, on the western tip of Java, Indonesia, holds a storied place in the history of the archipelago. Known for its staunchly Islamic identity and a long history of resistance against colonial powers, Banten has produced some of the most renowned warriors and ulama (Islamic scholars) in the nation. It is a land where the call to prayer echoes alongside the silent, steadfast spirit of the pendekar (warrior).

In this fertile ground of faith and fortitude, the martial arts school of Al-Hikmah Cisoka took root. Its story is not just one of a new self-defense style emerging, but a narrative deeply intertwined with spiritual seeking, divine inspiration, and a mission to cultivate human beings of noble character. This ebook traces the journey of Al-Hikmah, from the personal quest of its founder to its establishment as a beacon of traditional Islamic martial arts in Tangerang.
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The Founder's Journey - From Seeker to Master
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Every great Perguruan (school) begins with a person—a seeker whose hunger for knowledge sets them on a path. The founder of Al-Hikmah, whose name is revered within the school (often referred to as Guru or Kyai), embodied this spirit of seeking.

•  The Early Thirst for Knowledge: From a young age, the founder demonstrated a deep interest in both religious studies and the martial arts of his homeland. He was not content with superficial knowledge; he sought the essence (hikmah) behind both physical technique and spiritual doctrine.

•  The Wandering Student (Pelajar Kelana): His quest led him to study under various masters. He immersed himself in the physical techniques of local Pencak Silat styles, learning the strikes, locks, and footwork that would form the external structure of his future art. Simultaneously, he deepened his Islamic knowledge, studying with ulama to understand the Qur'an, Sufism, and the inner dimensions of faith.
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•  The Synthesis: This period was crucial. The founder was not merely collecting disconnected skills. He was continuously synthesizing, seeking the points of convergence where physical discipline served spiritual growth, and where spiritual purity empowered physical practice.
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