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  Introduction


The activities and methods of false prophets are deceptive. They speak confidently, perform dramatic acts, and quote Scripture convincingly, yet they intentionally avoid teaching their followers how to test whether a prophet is truly sent by God. 
Many of them repeatedly use the well-known phrase, “Ye shall know them by their fruits,” from Matthew 7:15–23, but they do not teach everything Christ said in those verses. They highlight what benefits them and ignore what exposes them.
The common belief is that false prophets simply misinterpret Scripture. But the deeper truth is this: there are certain biblical teachings they deliberately avoid. These teachings strike at the very heart of their deception. If their followers understood these truths, the entire foundation of their influence would collapse.
This book seeks to give every reader a simple, practical tool to identify false prophets quickly and confidently. God does not want His people to walk in fear, confusion, or spiritual dependency. He has given clear guidelines in His Word so that “the very elect” need not be deceived.
One of the devil’s greatest strategies is to trap people in bitterness after they escape a false prophet’s influence. Many have said, “I will never worship God again—how could a ‘man of God’ treat me like that?” In such moments, the enemy keeps them wounded, blaming God for the deception they suffered.
So while some remain trapped under false prophets, others whom God has set free remain spiritually stuck, no longer trusting God because of what a false prophet did. The devil keeps both groups in bondage—one through deception, and the other through disappointment.
It is the sincere and earnest prayer of the author that as you read these ten things false prophets will never tell you, you will grow in discernment, trust God’s protection, understand His Word clearly, and walk confidently in the light of truth.






  
  Chapter one
The Gift of Prophecy Has No Spiritual Hierarchy


False prophets will never tell you there is no self-created prophetic hierarchy among prophets. Titles like "Senior Prophet," "Apostolic Seer," “Apostolic Prophet,” "Prophet to the Nations," or “Chosen Ones” establish a hierarchy based on perceived spiritual power, fame, or wealth. These so-called “covering” prophets claim to impart prophetic anointing and “spiritual covering” to junior prophets. A prophet gains a following when recognized and validated through public endorsement by a popular, well-established prophet in the hierarchy of anointing, miracles, and followers. This public endorsement is sometimes done using an “occult-like ritual” ceremony during a church service to initiate him or her into the prophetic ministry. 
Those who ultimately get the “prophetic gift” from the “senior prophet” are trapped in a situation where they must continually seek a fresh anointing from their “spiritual father.” The Bible is clear that all God could do to save us was accomplished at the cross (Romans 8:32). The Holy Spirit is given freely to all believers (Romans 8:15, 26-27). We do not have to work for spiritual gifts or get them from another person.
God’s spokesperson is the definition of a prophet given by God Himself, evidence that there is no hierarchy of prophets. “And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.” (Exodus 7:1). “And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.” (Exodus 4:15-16). Each prophet is directly called and qualified by God and accountable to God alone, as He said, “I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.” (Micah 6:4; cf. Exodus 15:20; Numbers 12; Hosea 12:13). God called them separately and directly, and each reports to Him.
The words “prophet” and “seer” are used interchangeably for the same messenger of the Lord and do not express any hierarchy. “(Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go to the seer: for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.)” (1 Samuel 9:9). Some chapters before this verse, describing Samuel’s early ministry, we read, “And all Israel...knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the LORD.” (1 Samuel 3:20). The two words were applied to the same prophet: “Samuel the seer” (1 Chronicles 29:29), “Samuel the prophet” (2 Chronicles 35:18; cf. Acts 13:20). A true prophet does not define himself in terms of a rank between prophet and seer.
Bible authors used literary styles that set seer and prophet parallel to each other, and in some cases, ended the sentence or paragraph with the word prophets: “prophets...the seers” (Isaiah 29:10), “Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not...prophesy deceits:” (Isaiah 30:10), “Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers,...my servants the prophets.” (2 Kings 17:13), “Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet:...his prophets” (2 Chronicles 29:25). The Bible does not treat prophet and seer as two distinct classes or a hierarchy of prophets.
The word “prophet” defines the prophet as a spokesperson. “Seer” defines a prophet in terms of the physical signs of a prophet in vision, especially that his eyes would be wide open for the duration of the vision (Numbers 24:3,4). A prophet is a seer, a seer is a prophet, and both are fundamentally God’s spokesperson.
The gift of prophecy must never be viewed in isolation but in the context of the diverse spiritual gifts bestowed upon the church by the Holy Spirit to accomplish its mission. “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;” (Ephesians 4:11). “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” (1 Corinthians 12:28). Paul generally listed these spiritual gifts in this order not to show rank or seniority but the importance of the spiritual gift to the church.
These spiritual gifts were set in the church on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:17-18; cf. Joel 2:28-29). “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). The fact that a gift is not operational does not mean it is not in the church, for the Holy Spirit set these gifts on the day of Pentecost. No prophet should claim power or authority to “anoint” others or be the source of the gift of prophesy.
Indeed, gifts are assigned to individuals when and where they are needed. “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.” (1 Corinthians 12:8-11). False prophets often claim to have all the spiritual gifts listed above in one person. The words “to another” make it clear the Holy Spirit does not give a prophet all spiritual gifts. Paul’s rhetorical questions add to this clarity. “Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?” (1 Corinthians 12:29-30). The church may have no prophet, one prophet, or several; all are valid scenarios under the Spirit’s direction.
The Holy Spirit does not give a person seniority by virtue of a spiritual gift. The church operates as a body with Christ as the head, not the prophet. The spiritual gifts are designed to be interdependent, not hierarchical (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). God calls the prophet; the church acknowledges the gift subject to testing whether the prophet is true or false.






  
  Chapter two
The Church Must Test Every Prophetic Message


True prophets do not place themselves above the authority of Scripture or the discernment of the church! This is a statement false prophets cannot make to their followers, nor can they submit to being tested on the basis of Scripture. 
They cannot say, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isaiah 8:20). The believers in Berea are not the kind of people a false prophet would want as followers: “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11). A true prophet has no problem with his followers or the public testing his works and messages (1 Samuel 12:3-5).
Submission to the church’s testing devolves the prophet’s authority, ultimately dissolving his power, manipulation, and control. God gave His church the authority to determine if one is a true or false prophet and to take necessary action. The prophets of modern prophetic and deliverance ministries structure their ministries so that followers cannot have this authority—because it is not their church.
This brings us to issues of identity in terms of clear beliefs and doctrines. The ministry is identified only with what the prophet specializes in, for example, miracles, deliverance, healing, or telling people the secrets of their lives (divination). The system is set so that “church members” can never sit down to study the Scriptures and establish the church’s belief system.
Many churches are known by their unique doctrines or set of beliefs that express their understanding of Scripture on key issues. There is something to hold a church member accountable to if they act or teach in contradiction to these beliefs—including the prophet. A true prophet leads the church to study Scripture and test everything according to it. This is obviously not an arrangement a false prophet would promote, because his teachings are designed for a specific purpose: fame, prosperity, and wealth accumulation.
It is important to appreciate that the main reason to test prophets is so we may accept God’s messages through His prophets, anchored on the unquestionable authority of Scripture. “Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:19-21). Prove all things so as to hold fast to what God communicates through true prophets.
This is critical because a mistrust of everything prophetic without scriptural proof may lead to despising true prophecies from God. In other words, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). False prophets focus on “despise not” without also emphasizing “Prove.” A prophet who refuses to be tested or threatens to curse those who point out error has declared himself a proud false prophet.
Testing protects us from calling God’s work Satan’s, and Satan’s work God’s. When the Pharisees witnessed the undeniable power







