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“Sensational . . . masterful . . . brilliant.”
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“(A) chilling tale of obsessive love from Thriller Award–winner Zandri (Moonlight Weeps) . . . Riveting.”

—Publishers Weekly
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“. . . Oh, what a story it is . . . Riveting . . . A terrific old school thriller.”

—Booklist “Starred Review”
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“Zandri does a fantastic job with this story. Not only does he scare the reader, but the horror  

Show he presents also scares the man who is the definition of the word “tough.”

—Suspense Magazine
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“I very highly recommend this book . . . It's a great crime drama that is full of action and intense suspense, along with some great twists . . . Vincent Zandri has become a huge name and just keeps pouring out one best seller after another.”

—Life in Review
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“(The Innocent) is a thriller that has depth and substance, wickedness and compassion.”

—The Times-Union (Albany)
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"The action never wanes." 
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—Harlan Coben, New York Times bestselling author of Six Years
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"Tough, stylish, heartbreaking." 

—Don Winslow, New York Times bestselling author of Savages and Cartel.
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“A tightly crafted, smart, disturbing, elegantly crafted complex thriller . . . I dare you to start it and not keep reading.”

—MJ Rose, New York Times bestselling author of Halo Effect and Closure 
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“A classic slice of raw pulp noir . . .”

—William Landay, New York Times bestselling author of Defending Jacob
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“Zandri (is) a veteran wordsmith who executes quality and quantity at superlative levels.”

—Book Reporter

The Left Hook

A Short Thriller

Vincent Zandri

“Everyone has a plan, until they get punched in the face.”

― Mike Tyson
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Sooner or later it happens to everyone who gets behind the wheel of a motor vehicle. With me, it was bound to happen sooner rather than later, considering it’d been seven years since I’d last driven a vehicle powered by a good old-fashioned gas-guzzling, carbon-producing V6 engine. Seven years since I’d last seen my wife, Claire—held her hand, smelled her lavender scent, looked into her brown eyes, ran my fingers through her long hair. Seven years I was now trying to make up for.

Here’s how the trouble started: I was behind the wheel of my old Jeep Wrangler that Claire had kept in decent shape during my incarceration. She’d even invested in buying new tires for it and had it detailed the day before my release as a welcome home gift. Now, that’s what I call loyalty. Or so I thought at the time. 

I was returning from the Fresh Market with some hamburger, a few ears of fresh corn (you don’t get fresh corn on the cob in prison), and a six-pack of cold beer when I inadvertently blew a red light and missed T-boning a brand new black and white Range Rover—the expensive, woke, hybrid type that runs on gasoline and electricity—by a hair.

We both screeched to a stop on a road perpendicular to the one I was driving, and that led to the old ranch home I still owned with Claire. For a long beat
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