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  Dedication


  To Andrew Ward, with many thanks


  


  


  Author’s Acknowledgements


  I am extremely grateful for the assistance of three people in particular. Jill Haas read every word of the manuscript and improved it with many suggestions. Andrew Ward eased what was a very tight deadline with contributions about several grounds. Matthew Levison tried to explain in words of one syllable the significance and symbolism of the designs of some of the newer stadiums, although I don’t think he expected me to understand what he told me and I’m not sure that I did.


  I was also in touch with many club officials. Although they are busy enough, my calls were always returned. They were uniformly patient with my enquiries, offering me gems of information which added much interesting detail to the book. In almost all instances they read over my draft, suggesting corrections where necessary. They are the people on whom club cricket in this country is based and they do a selfless and time-consuming job at the grass roots, sometimes literally, as a good number double up as groundsman. With apologies for any omissions, my sincere thanks to (alphabetically by club):


  Bill Starr (Audley End CC)


  Bill Brooke (Bamburgh Castle CC)


  David Hughes (Blenheim Park CC)


  Rob Ball (Bournville CC)


  Doug Sherring (Bridgetown CC)


  Tony Greaves (Bude North Cornwall CC)


  Patrick Lovering (Castle Ashby CC)


  Nigel Dixon (Coniston CC)


  Derek Lloyd Griffith (Holyhead CC)


  Keith Richardson (Keswick CC)


  Robin May (Lynton & Lynmouth CC)


  Jonathan Campion (in connection with Mezica CC)


  Julia Gault (Mitcham CC)


  David Pitcher (Portchester CC)


  Steve Caygill and Peter Jackson (Raby Castle CC)


  John Hallam, Alex McKay and John Zani (St Moritz CC)


  Elizabeth Skinner and Paul Grellier (Sheepscombe CC)


  Martin Darlow (Southill Park CC)


  Harry Mead (Spout House CC)


  David Wildgoose (Stoneleigh Abbey CC)


  Franklin Barrett and Elizabeth Wells (Westminster School)


  My need for help and information also brought me into contact with Mike Amos of the Northern Echo, John Barclay of Sussex CCC and Derek Barnard, former Chairman of the Cricket Society, and very many thanks to them.
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    New Road and the neighbouring Kings School cricket pitches in Worcester are regularly flooded over winter, as this picture from December 2013 demonstrates. It’s when the Severn receives an unseasonal deluge in July that major disruption occurs.
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    Narol Cricket Ground at Muzaffarabad in Pakistan-administered Kashmir. The upper photo is from 2011 before the rehabilitation of the ground following the Balakot earthquake.
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    A nostalgic photo of cricket being played at Swan Green near Lyndhurst in Hampshire.
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    The traditional slow outfield at Spout House near Bilsdale, North Yorkshire.

  


  


  Opened in 1896, the New Road cricket ground in Worcester arrived too late for the young Edward Elgar to have bunked off and watched a game of cricket on his way from Broadheath to the music library at Worcester Cathedral. Standing high on the banks of the River Severn, one of the finest views of the soaring Gothic structure is from across the river at the cricket ground, and when the life of England’s greatest composer was celebrated with his portrait on a £20 note, it was accompanied by a view of the cathedral from just about where the New Road square would be.


  Apart from being the only cricket ground view on a banknote, New Road is also remarkable as one of the most regularly flooded first-class cricket venues in the world. The Severn consistently bursts its banks in winter and covers the ground with a fine layer of silt. The groundsmen have developed a regime to cope; it’s only when the floods come in July, as they did in 2007, that all hell breaks loose.


  As author Brian Levison discovered, a similar fate befell Keswick Cricket Club and their ground at Fitz Park after Storm Desmond deluged the Lake District in December 2015. The river Greta overflowed, flooding the ground for the very first time and depositing 700 tonnes of silt onto the site.


  Fitz Park is one of many remarkable cricket grounds included in this collection of astonishing places where cricket is played. The criteria for inclusion are manyfold, with a touch of the Guinness Book of Records to some of them, such as the highest, oldest or largest cricket grounds.


  The military school at Chail in Himachal Pradesh, India, reckons to have the highest cricket ground in the world. Chail is a hill station not far from Shimla where the British spent their summers getting away from the infernal heat. It’s in the same province as another remarkable ground, the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium at Dharamshala. The Himalayas form a snow-capped backdrop to cricket at this venue with its multi-coloured stands that hosted games in the 2016 Twenty20 World Cup.


  Across the border in Pakistan, in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, there is Narol, a cricket ground recovering from the 2005 earthquake. During the emergency the outfield was used to land helicopters as part of the relief effort, and it subsequently fell into disrepair as sport took a backseat to the necessities of life. Like the region of Azad Kashmir, it is on the road to recovery with help from the Pakistan Cricket Board.


  Some of the sites, such as Spout House in Yorkshire, are simply remarkable in that they have kept a traditional cricket team going for 150 years, despite the difficulties of getting a side out in remote rural areas.


  We have sought out cricket played (regularly) in unexpected places, along with some of the pioneering efforts to establish cricket in new territories where the sound of leather against ash is preferred to leather against willow. Above all we have searched for some of the most breathtakingly beautiful places where the game is played.


  Beauty as we are often reminded is in the eye of the beholder, but for lifelong fans of the Oval, beauty has been in the retention of the gas holders. An object of industrial necessity, when they were first erected in 1853 members of Surrey CCC wrote to The Times at the sheer effrontery of such an imposition. Now they are seen as an object of both industrial history and beauty and their Grade II listing in March 2016 has meant they have a fair old innings to come.


  A more conventional beauty is presented by the many thatched pavilions on English cricket grounds. Bridgetown Cricket Ground in Somerset has one but the Whitbread Estate in Bedfordshire trumps that with a separate thatched scoreboard. In the past, Wisden and the Daily Telegraph have run competitions to find the most beautiful village cricket grounds and a few of these serial beauty contestants have made it through once again. Fitz Park in Keswick and Coniston Cricket Club both have the majestic backdrop of the Lake District to be photographed against from one side of the ground. However, Lynton and Lynmouth CC’s ground in the Valley of the Rocks, North Devon, presents a real predicament to photographers. It can yield spectacular photographs viewed from the east, west, north and south, it all depends on how much climbing they are prepared to do.


  There are some remarkable cricket grounds that wouldn’t necessarily make it onto a postcard. The Charters Towers pitches in Queensland are unlikely to feature in polls for the most picturesque, but the Goldfield Ashes tournament is remarkable in that it attracts 200 teams from around the world for what’s billed as the biggest cricket festival in the Southern Hemisphere. It would be natural to assume that this festival is held in a big urban centre like Melbourne or a popular tourist destination, but Charters Towers is a former goldmining town of 8,000 souls on the Flinders Highway, a 14-hour drive from Brisbane.


  There are a couple of cricket pitches now established in a Berlin arena that was regularly featured in newsreels from the 1930s. The Maifeld, bordering the Olympic stadium, was used to host the polo, dressage events and also the finish of the marathon at the 1936 Olympic Games. On a more sinister note, it also hosted vast Nazi rallies including joint addresses by Hitler and Mussolini in 1937. In the post-war partition of Berlin it ended up in the British sector, so also has happier memories of Queen Elizabeth II reviewing the troops stationed there. Now it is home to Berlin Cricket Club.


  Elsewhere in this alphabetically ordered book, established Test grounds sit cheek by jowl with pitches in Slovenia, Corfu and St Moritz. The inclusion of cricket as a team sport in the Asian Games has obliged countries such as China and South Korea to build pitches, and with the rise of the Indian Premier League and Twenty20 cricket, attempts have been made to raise the interest of the resilient American sporting public.


  So much can depend on chance in cricket and there are some beautiful grounds that by the editorial toss of a coin didn’t quite make it into the book. Cockington near Torquay in Devon is a beautiful setting, while Patterdale in the Ullswater valley rivals Keswick and Coniston for Lake District splendour. The pitches at Malvern College have the glorious backdrop of the Malvern Hills, while playing in the shadow of Arthur’s Seat, Morton Cricket Club’s ground, the Meadows, is one of the most picturesque in Scotland.


  One cautionary tale that has emerged while compiling the book, and which doesn’t appear elsewhere on these pages, is the fate of Swan Green CC near Lyndhurst in Hampshire. Swan Green’s ground on the edge of Emery Down in the heart of the New Forest could have been used as an idyllic English Tourist Board setting to show off the game in the heart of the countryside. Men dressed in cricket whites played the venerable game on a perfect summer’s day, while bees buzzed in beautifully tended gardens in the thatched cottages beyond. But no more.


  The ground had been in use since 1883 when Lord Londesborough, a cricketing friend of W.G. Grace, started a club on what was Forestry Commission-owned land. There were three enormous oak trees and a couple of beeches to add to its quirky charm, along with an undulating outfield and a manhole cover at mid-on. The quirks did not appeal to the administrators of the game and in 2005 the ground was deemed too dangerous for a higher level of cricket in the Hampshire League. Despite the efforts of Hampshire and England’s Alan Mullally to generate interest in the failing club, it closed in 2015.


  Set against this are the continuing heroic efforts of Spout House to keep cricket alive in the North York Moors. Jill Mead’s photographs of the club’s sheep field games wonderfully illustrate that where there is a will, there can be a game. Within such a glorious setting, and with such a heritage to the event, the old saying can be trotted out and truly meant: it’s not about the winning, it is about the taking part.


  Frank Hopkinson,

  Editor


  Adelaide Oval


  Adelaide, South Australia
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    The hand-operated scoreboard was installed in 1911. The clock was added in 1912 and the wind vane in the 1930s.
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    A statue of Sir Donald Bradman, acknowledged as the greatest batsman of all time. Bradman made his first-class debut at the Adelaide Oval aged 19.

  


  


  Adelaide Oval has witnessed some of the most resonant moments in Test cricket, although not all the drama has been on the field. From 2009 to 2013, the ground underwent a massive, highly controversial redevelopment.


  The Oval dates back to 1871, with first-class cricket beginning in 1877 and Test cricket in 1884 against England. Famous incidents include the Fourth Test of the infamous Bodyline Series in 1932–33. The English fast bowler Harold Larwood, bowling at his fiercest, struck and injured the Australian batsmen Bill Woodfull and Bert Oldfield. Diplomatic relations between the two countries became very strained. In 1993, the West Indies won an exciting Test by one run, and in the 1995 Boxing Day Test, umpire Darrell Hair notoriously no-balled the Sri Lankan off-spinner Muttiah Muralitharan for throwing. More recently, the first-ever day-night Test with pink ball took place here in 2015.


  The ground has always been held in affectionate regard because of its many traditional features. At the north end is the famous hand-operated scoreboard dating back to 1911, which sits beside the landscaped Northern Mound. Behind it is a beautiful copse of full-leaved Moreton Bay fig trees, ironically planted originally to block the view of non-paying spectators. St Peter’s Cathedral rises in the background. Stands were dedicated to the state’s most famous cricketers, such as Sir Donald Bradman, the Chappell brothers and George Giffen.


  Ground development never stood still in all these years, but cricket is by no means the only popular sport in South Australia. Pressure was building for a new Aussie Rules venue. But the state saw no point in such a costly new venture, when it might be possible to integrate the two sports in one resource, the Adelaide Oval.


  To do this, a way had to be found to preserve as many of the Heritage Status features as possible. Particularly important were the Northern Mound, the scoreboard, the fig trees and the view beyond the stadium. The initial plans drew objections and threats of delisting from the National Trust of South Australia. Eventually, after a struggle, the most important items were protected from the bulldozers, although the scoreboard is now supplemented by a new video screen. The famous names of the old stands have been replaced by the prosaic Western, Eastern and Riverbank stands.


  Along the way, the redesigned Oval has changed its dimensions to accommodate Aussie Rules and increased its ground capacity from 34,000 to 53,000. Football spelt the end for a traditional home-grown pitch and Test matches since 2013 have been played on drop-in pitches. The old Adelaide pitches were reckoned to be the best batting wicket in Australia but if the November 2015 Test between Australia and New Zealand is any guide, when innings scores hovered about the 200-run mark, that is no longer the case.


  The development was completed in 2014 at a cost of A$535 million. Not everyone is happy. The Kaurna, the original people of the Adelaide Plains, still have unrecognised territorial claims. Some spectators say that stands block out views to the hills and that they cast earlier and larger shadows across the ground. Journalist Christian Ryan complains that in two thirds of the seats round the ground you can no longer see the cathedral and when you can, it is often just the tips of two spires. And you can’t run fives any more...


  But local traders point out the improved access to the Adelaide shops and compare match days to high-spending New Year’s Eve. Others look at the fig trees and the old scoreboard and think an acceptable compromise has been achieved.


  Home to: West End Redbacks


  Ageas Bowl


  West End, Hampshire, England
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  On 4 May 2001, a one-day game was played between Hampshire and Surrey at that rarest of things, a completely new county venue. It was not the upgrade of an existing pitch but the creation from scratch of a new Test-standard cricket ground. The construction of Hampshire’s new home, the Rose Bowl (known as the Ageas Bowl after its sponsors), must rank as one of the most breathtakingly ambitious undertakings in recent English cricket history.


  To take what was basically a green field site on the side of a gently sloping meadow in the middle of the countryside (though with access to a motorway) and convert it into the sophisticated cricket complex it now is, required nerve, imagination and a lot of money. The architecture is modern and exciting. The tented roof of the pavilion may bring the Mound Stand at Lord’s to mind and indeed Sir Michael Hopkins designed both structures. Overlooking the ground is a Hilton Hotel from whose bedroom balconies there is a good view of the cricket. A touching reminder of Hampshire greats is the naming of one of the roads, Marshall Drive, after the great West Indian players, Roy and Malcolm Marshall. In the 1950s and 60s, a loudspeaker used to tour Southsea front to alert day-trippers that Roy Marshall, a very aggressive and entertaining opener, was batting. But potential spectators had to hurry as Marshall was not renowned for long stays at the crease. Hampshire heroes such as Gordon Greenidge, Derek Shackleton, Barry Richards and Shane Warne are also not forgotten.


  The driving force behind this achievement has been Hampshire’s chairman, Rod Bransgrove. The award of Tests against Sri Lanka (2011) and India (2014) met his goal of creating a Test-class facility, but it is no secret that his great ambition is to welcome an Ashes Test. Along the way there have certainly been problems. In 2012, financial issues resulted in the sale of the ground to the local council. In the meantime, there has been exciting cricket, especially in recent years as Hampshire struggled to achieve and maintain County Championship Division 1 status. Though there have been high-class performances in the ground’s relatively short history, such as John Crawley’s 311 and an eight-fer by Alan Mullally, the ground probably still awaits its crowning personal achievement worthy of a long-term entry in the cricket records. But give it time, it will come.


  Home to: Hampshire County Cricket Club


  Arnos Vale Stadium


  Kingstown, Saint Vincent, Windward Islands
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  The aptly named Airport End. The stadium is adjacent to E.T. Joshua Airport.
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  Arnos Vale is better known locally as the Playing Fields and has been hosting international games since 1981. It is not a regular West Indies Test venue, but has seen its fair share of ODI games in which the West Indies normally do well, having won 18 and tied one out of 23 played. A major refurbishment costing EC (East Caribbean) $20 million took place in preparation for the 2007 World Cup, though only warm-up games were played there.


  The ground is frequently to be found on lists of the 10 most beautiful venues. GQ magazine said the stadium ‘almost looks like a postcard from the Caribbean – on the edge of the ocean, so you might be able to actually watch the action from a luxury yacht and with green tropical cliffs in the vicinity.’ Saint Vincent was Captain Bligh’s original destination before the mutiny on the Bounty detained him. When he finally arrived he brought with him a breadfruit tree whose descendants still grow there today. Fans of the Pirates of the Caribbean films may recognise locations where the film was shot.


  Less heroically, Arnos Vale was the scene of one of the West Indies most humiliating defeats in recent years when Bangladesh beat them by 95 runs in 2009. The regular Test team, captained by Chris Gayle, refused to play due to a contractual dispute with the West Indies Cricket Board and was replaced by a team totalling only 22 caps. Of the seven debutants in the West Indies side, only Kemar Roach went on to have an extensive Test career. The home side was almost saved by the hurricane season which restricted play and the game could easily have been rained off. Ironically, drainage installed for the 2007 World Cup proved so efficient that enough play was possible for a Bangladesh victory.


  Home to: Windward Islands


  Bamburgh Castle


  Northumberland, England


  


  [image: illustration]


  [image: illustration]


  [image: illustration]


  


  Perched high above the North Sea on the coast of Northumberland, the magnificent Bamburgh Castle has a long and turbulent history. Originally a royal castle established in Anglo-Saxon times, it has been ransacked by the Vikings and fought over in the Wars of the Roses. Royal visitors included William II, Edward I and Henry VI, though usually not in peaceful circumstances. A glance at its massive dimensions makes it easy to understand why James I decided the castle was too expensive to maintain and in 1610 it was sold into private hands. Over the centuries that have passed since then, the castle regularly thrived and fell into disrepair. Lord Armstrong (1810–1900), an inventor and engineer, finally stabilised its fortunes just before his death. The castle still remains in the hands of the Armstrong family and its current owner, Francis Watson-Armstrong, is the cricket club’s president. It is a popular location for films and scenes from Becket, The Devils, Elizabeth and two versions of Macbeth, among others, were shot there.


  Founded in 1860, the club was first based on the Glebe Field in Bamburgh but moved to Castle Green in 1895, after Lord Armstrong landscaped the area. In a friendly arrangement it does not pay rent but instead cuts the green twice a week, even during the football season. If photographs seem to show the cricket as an isolated activity, beyond the lens many knock-up games are taking place, as well as croquet just outside the boundary. Every so often a hit from the cricket will land on the greens, no doubt prompting a little light banter.


  J.M.W. Turner painted the castle veiled by sea spray, capturing a wild, romantic side in an image which has been called ‘one of the finest watercolour drawings in the world’. Playing in its shadow can be distracting to visiting sides who sometimes goggle at the castle when they should be assessing the home team’s bowling. Even Prudhoe CC, with its own castle to be proud of, is happy to pose in front of Bamburgh Castle’s mighty edifice for a team photograph. Local weather conditions ensure that sight screens are dispensed with because they are likely to get blown over, and once in a while play comes to a halt due to sea fret (fog).


  Echoes of the past are recalled when St Cuthbert’s, named after a local saint, are the visitors and the ground is annually invaded by Vikings – the Northumberland Vikings CC, that is.


  Home to: Bamburgh Castle Cricket Club
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